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ERRATA, 

The haste and other unfavorable circumstances, under which the Ed- 
itor has been obliged to edit and superintend the publication of this vol- 
ume of the Journal of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction, in 
addition to a few typographical errors, has led to the omission on pages 
97 and 98, of a description of the furniture used in the schools of the 
Public Schctol Society of New York, and to the insertion in its place, of 
plans, which were not intended for this volume. The description which 
should have been inserted on page 97 and 98, will be found to fol- 
low page 130. In the hiatus which follows page 130 there is a mistake 
in the folios, not an actual omission of pages. 
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for 1847, and all other official school documents published by him, or by the State since 
the close of the first volume of the Journal. It is proposed also to include the Annual 
Reports of the School Committee of the several towns in this State for 1847 ; also an 
abstract of the school documents which have been published during the year in the 
different States where a system of Public or Common schools is established. 

Terms. The price of the Journal will be on* dollar for a single copy — or five dol- 
lars for six copies, or ten-dollars for thirteen copies. 

Should it be desired, the numbers will be retained until the volume is completed, and 
then furnished in half sheep binding for ten cents additional for each volume. 

AH communications respecting the Journal can be made to the subscriber post paid. 

All subscriptions must be paid on the reception of the first number. 

CHARLES BURNET, Jr. 

Providence R. I. June 1847. 

A DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

on the Evening of Wednesday, January 13, 1847, 

By Hon. Job Durfke, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Published originally at the request of the Society. 

[The General Assembly having directed the Commissioner of Public 
Schools to publish an edition of this truly Rhode Island discourse for 
gratuitous distribution in the several school districts in this State, he has 
concluded to issue a part of this edition in the present volume of the 
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Journal. This discourse is worthy of a wide circulation and of preser- 
vation as an eloquent view of the leading principles of civil policy act- 
ualized on the soil of Rhode Island — principles which at the time of 
their adoption here, were looked upon every where as dangerous innova- 
tions, but which have since been adopted into the fundamental law of 
every one of these United States, end are now working their way in- 
to the opinions, and practice of European nations. 

The great omission which the reader of this discourse, and the student 
of Rhode Island history cannot fail to notice, is that of the element of 
public schools, which if it had been introduced early into the legislation 
of the State, would have made the mind and the soul of every one of 
her people truly free, by giving to each a disciplined and furnished in- 
tellect, and chastened and regulated affections. The free thought and 
mental vigor which has ever characterized this State, present a broad 
and sure foundation on which to erect a noble system of popular educa- 
tion. 

The following is the Resolution of the General Assembly. 

State op Rhode Island and Providence Plantations' 

In General Assembly, \ 
June Session A. D. 1847. ) 

Resolved. That the Commissioner of Public schools be authorized 
to cause an edition of three thousand copies of the discourse delivered 
by the Hon. Job Durfee before the Historical Society and the General 
Assembly at the last January session, to be printed for the purpose of 
gratuitous distribution in the several School Districts of this State : and 
that the said Commissioner be authorized to draw upon the General 
Treasurer for a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars to pay 
for said printing and distribution. 

True Copy: Witness. HENRY BOWEN, See. 

It will be the aim of the Commissioner so to distribute the three 
thousand copies of the discourse, as to give it immediately the widest 
circulation, and secure the preservation of the largest number of copies 
for future use in libraries, and depositories of public documents.] 



DISCOURSE. 



Gentlemen of the Historical Society: 

In consequence of my compliance with the request of your committee— 
a compliance, perhaps, unfortunate both for you and me — it has become 
my duty to address you, and our fellow-citizens generally, upon a purely 
Rhode-Island theme. I shall, accordingly, speak to you of that Idea of 
Government, which was actualized, for the first time in Christendom, here 
in this State, by those who described themselves as "a poor colony, con- 
sisting mostly of a birth and breeding of the Most High, formerly from the 
mother-nation in the bishops' days, and latterly from the New-England 
over-zealous colonies." I shall speak to you of the origin of this idea — 
of the various forms which it took, in its progress toward its realization 
here, in minds of much diversity of character and creed f and of that 
"lively experiment," which it subsequently held forth, that "a most flour- 
ishing civil state may stand, and be best maintained, with a full liberty 
in religious concernments " — a liberty which implied an emancipation of 
Reason from the thraldom of arbitrary authority, and the full freedom of 
inquiry in all matters of speculative faith. 

To the founders of this State, and particularly to Roger Williams, belong 
the fame and the glory of having realized, for the first time, this grand 
idea, in a form of civil government ; but we should honor them at the 
expense of our common nature, should we say that they were the first to 
maintain that Christ's kingdom was not of this world, and that the State 
had no right to interfere between conscience and God. The idea must, 
undoubtedly, have had its historical origin in him who first endured per- 
secution for conscience's sake. "Saul! Saul! why persecutest thou me?" 
is a voice, implying a denial of right, which comes with a sudden shining 
round about of light, not only from fleaven, but has come, and shall ever 
come, from the depths of persecuted humanity, through all time ; and„in 
proportion to the violence and spread of the persecution, has been, and shall 
be, the depth and extent of the cry. It is the protest of that all-present 
Reason, which is, at once, the master of the individual and the race, against 
the abuse made by the creature, of its own delegated authority. And that 
time never was, and never shall be, when humanity could, or can, recog- 
nize the right of any human power to punish for the expression of a mere 
conscientious belief. 

By what fraudful craft or cunning, then, was it, that this power to 
punish in matters of conscience came to be established throughout aU 
Christendom, and has been continued down, in some countries, to the 
present day? — and how happened it that the odious office of punishing 
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heretics, and enforcing uniformity of opinion, fell, both in Roman Catholic 
and Protestant countries, on the civil magistrates? This question is fully 
answered by history. 

When men had been brought to believe that they had found a divine 
and infallible teacher in the Bishop of Rome, it was not difficult to induce 
them to think that whatever opinion they might entertain, which he thought 
proper to condemn as heretical, was, in truth, a sin, which they were bound 
to renounce, on the peril of their salvation; and that then, on having 
renounced It, upon undergoing a voluntary penance, directed by some 
ecclesiastical authority, they might be assured of an absolution, and full 
restoration to the bosom of the church. Thus far it was believed that the 
spiritual power might proceed. But then, there were frequently those who 
were much more confident in the truth of their opinions than in the infalli- 
bility of the Pope, or their priestly advisers ; and such persons, on their 
opinions being adjudged heretical, were, after all suitable admonition, con- 
demned as incorrigible heretics, and excommunicated. 

Yet this was not an extirpation of the heresy ; and the Roman Church 
held that she had a divine right to extirpate heresy ; and yet she also 
adopted the maxim, Ecclesia abhorret a sanguine — the Church abhors 
blood. The holy Church then could not take the life of the heretic ; and, 
therefore, she contrived to shift off this odious office upon the secular 
authority, by imposing an oath upon the princes of Europe, generally, to 
sustain the Catholic faith, and to extirpate heresy out of the land. It was 
thus that it fell to the lot of the kings of Europe, and their subordinates, 
to become the -executioners of the Church of Rome. And when the 
Reformation was established over a part of Europe, national churches took 
the place of the Roman church, and laws were passed to enforce uniform- 
ity ; and thus, even in Protestant countries, the ungrateful task of punish- 
ing non-conformity and heresy fell on the civil magistrate. 

It was by such craft that the power to punish for matters of conscience 
came to be established, both in Roman Catholic and Protestant countries^ 
and that in both, the odious office of inflicting the punishment fell on the 
secular authorities. 

But though the subjects of the Roman Church may have tacitly con- 
ceded to the Pope his claim to infallibility, and have submitted to an 
authority in the civil magistrate thus usurped over conscience and Reason ; 
yet it is not hence to be inferred that the inborn consciousness of soul- 
liberty — of the title of Reason to be free — became, thereupon, utterly 
extinguished and lost. Indeed, long before the Reformation — long before 
the time of Luther — there were great numbers in Europe, who had, them- 
selves, acquired some knowledge of the Scriptures, and had, consequently, 
adopted opinions quite inconsistent with the doctrines and traditions of the 
Church of Rome \ and they appeared to be opinions in which they had 
abundantly more confidence than in the infallibility of the Pope. Now, 
when these people came to be condemned as heretics, and consigned to 
the secular authorities, to undergo the sentence and punishment of death, 
can any one suppose that the appearance of the civil magistrate deceived 
them into the belief that they had indeed committed a crime? Can any 
one doubt that they questioned his right — as they had questioned the 
infallibility of the Pope — to come in, with the sentence of death, between 
their consciences and their God, for a matter of faith in which their eternal 
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hopes were grounded? Indeed, their deaths were the strongest possible 
protest against the legitimacy of the power; since no one can be supposed 
to adhere to an opinion, as right, for which the magistrate may rightfully 
put him to death. The actual denial of the right of the civil power to 
interfere in matters of conscience, must, therefore, be cofeval with the 
assumption of the authority. 

But men sometimes act on a truth which they feel, though they do not 
clearly express it in words ; and now was this denial of the claims of the 
secular authority put forth in language, and taught as a doctrine J History 
is not silent on this point By a mere glance at its pages, we may follow 
the progressive development of the inborn idea of the rights of conscience 
and Reason in the express denial of the legitimacy of the authority usurped 
over both, from the earliest dawn, to the broad day, of the Reformation. 
Time will not permit me to dwell on this point. I am now hastening to 
the political manifestations of this idea, and I can do little more than say, 
that its protestations, against the exercise of secular power in the concerns 
of conscience, may be traced down to their results in the Reformation, 
more or less distinctly, in the doctrines of the Waldenses and Albigenses, 
These were names designating persons of a great variety of opinions, on 
minor points, and by which dissenters from the Roman Church were gen- 
erally distinguished, long before the appearance of Luther. The doctrines 
of these dissenters, when first noticed, strongly resembled those of the 
primitive Christians. I cannot enumerate them ; but, like the first settlers 
of this State, they seem to have regarded "Christ as king in his own king- 
dom f and, by separating the church from the world, and by repudiating 
the Roman Church on account of its assumption of secular authority, they 
manifestly denied the right of the civil magistrate to interfere in the con- 
cerns of conscience. These people were early found in the valleys of 
Piedmont, and, at a later period, in the south of France. A crusade was, 
however, instituted against them by Innocent III., and they were driven 
from their homes, with conflagration and slaughter, into almost every 
European kingdom. Rome, thus undesignedly, scattered the seeds of the 
Reformation broadcast over Europe ; and with them those principles and 
doctrines which expressly separated the Church from the secular power. 

The doctrines of the Waldenses had been widely diffused at the dawn 
of the Reformation, and when Luther appeared, the number of dissenters 
from the Roman Church, who had adopted these, or doctrines similar to 
these, were great in every country in Europe ; but particularly in Germany. 
Europe was, in fact, thus made ripe for an insurrection in favor of soul- 
liberty against soul-oppression, in every form, and particularly against that 
despotism which the Church asserted, and which it maintained in the last 
resort, by the agency of the secular power, over the reason and the con- 
sciences of its subjects. And, indeed, the Reformation was nothing less 
than an effort made by this Reason for its own emancipation. 

But to break down its prison- walls was not to build its own house ; to 
emancipate itself, was not to secure and establish its own freedom ; and, 
therefore, in the very effort which it made for its emancipation, it necessa- 
rily kept this end in view — namely, the ultimate establishment of its own 
proper asylum, its own free home — so fortified, as to secure it against every 
attempt to enslave, it. Let me endeavor to give this idea a more philo- 
sophical expression. This Reason exists in humanity, only in and through 
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the individual mind. Now, nothing could secure and establish its freedom 
but the realization of the individual mind itself—free as its Creator had 
made it— -in a congenial, social mind, standing out, fully developed and ex- 
pressed, in correspondent^ free political institutions. This was the idea ; 
this was the then deeply-involved conception, to which the general mind 
of Protestant Europe gravitated, unconsciously, but of its own law, as to 
a common centre. I say unconsciously; but it had its vague and inde- 
terminate aspirations and hopes. It ever had its object dimly and indis- 
tinctly before it, though receding at every approach. It was this idea 
which, for generations, shook Europe to its centre ; it was this idea which, 
when the spiritual domination of Rome was overthrown, and Protestant 
Europe stood forth in renovated institutions, still haunted the minds of 
our English ancestry, as a great conception, which had not been, but 
might yet be, realized ; it was this idea which brought them "from the 
mother-nation in the bishops* days," and finally, "from the New-England 
over-zealous colonies," here, to the forest-shaded banks of the Mooshausic, 
where they, at last, fully realized it, in the social order and government 
of a State. 

It may not be inappropriate to trace this idea, through the several 
stages of its progress, to its realization here. It will, at least, give us 
confidence in that which may follow, and will, I flatter myself, show 
that we are not dealing with a phantom of the imagination, but with a 
sober historical reality. 

When the several Protestant governments of Europe had thrown off 
the spiritual dominion of the Pope, great was the expectation of their 
subjects that the individual mind would be no longer held in spiritual 
bondage. This expectation, however, was destined to a considerable dis- 
appointment. These governments had indeed thrown off the dominion of 
the Pope, but they substituted, in the place of it, a dominion of their own. 
Each established its own national church — Lutheran, Calvinistic, or Epis- 
copal The king, or head of the nation, became the head of the established 
order; and laws were enacted, or ordinances promulgated, to enforce uni- 
formity and punish heretics. It is evident, however, that here had been 
a progress toward the realization of the idea which had caused the 
Reformation. In Continental Europe, the Lutheran and the Calvinist, 
under their respective church and state governments, were in the full 
enjoyment of that soul-liberty which would have been denied to them by 
the Pope. Each of their minds found its place in a congenial social mind : 
their idea of soul-liberty was realized. But how was it with those who 
could not conform to the established church? They were obnoxious to 
the laws; they were disfranchised, or punished for non-conformity, or 
heresy. That soul-liberty, for whicn they had struggled and suffered so 
much, during the trials of the Reformation, had not been realized ; and 
they were, in respect to conscience, out of legal protection, and objects of 
persecution. And this was particularly the case in England, the father- 
land of our ancestors. The Reformation had there been commenced, not 
by the people — not by a Luther and his associates — but by the govern- 
ment itself, and for the interest and the purposes of the government. It 
was commenced in the reign of Henry VIII. 5 and, after a sanguinary 
struggle during the reign of Philip and Mary, was at length recognized 
as fully established, in the reign of Elizabeth, 
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This event terminated, for ever, the spiritual dominion of the Pope n v 
England, and established Episcopacy as an integral part of the monarchy, 
with the sovereign at its head. Here, too, was a progress toward the • 
realization of the great idea, but it was a progress made only for the 
benefit of the Episcopalian ; and, indeed, for his benefit Vnly while he con- 
tinued to adhere to that particular faith. The moment that reason or 
conscience carried him beyond the prescribed limits, he fell under the ban 
of Church and State, as a non-conformist or heretic. Nor did he find 
himself alone. Many there were, who, from the first establishment of the 
Church of England, thought that the Reformation had not been carried 
to a sufficient extent; and that the soul-liberty, for which they had endured 
so much, had not been realized. They were comprehended under the 
general name of Nonconformists, and consisted of those called Brownists, 
Puritans, Congregationalism, Independents, and so forth. Neither of these 
denominations felt that their idea of religious liberty had been realized in 
an Episcopal Church and State. On the contrary, they felt that how 
much soever of liberty there might be for the Episcopalian, there was but 
little for them. A part of those called Puritans, formed themselves 
into associations or churches, crossed the Atlantic, and established them- 
selves at Plymouth, Salem, and Boston, and became the first settlers of 
New-England. 

They sought these shores, to establish here, far from English bishops 
and their tyranny over reason and conscience, religious liberty for them* 
selves and their posterity. This, at first, certainly seems to promise the 
final accomplishment of the great object of the Reformation — even the 
entire emancipation of the individual mind from spiritual thraldom, and 
the establishment of its freedom in the bosom of a congenial community. 
But, in fact, it proved to be only another step toward that end. What 
they meant by religious freedom, was not the freedom of the individual 
mind from the domination of the spiritual order, but merely the freedom of 
their particular church ; and just as the English government had thrown 
off the tyranny of the Pope, to establish the tyranny of the bishops, they 
threw off the tyranny of the bishops, to establish the tyranny of the 
brethren. But still, a small community, under the rule of brethren, is 
nearer to an individual than a nation under a monarch; and the establish- 
ment, here, of these churches or religious associations, even under their 
ecclesiastical and civil forms, proved to be a great approximation toward 
the realization of the full freedom of the individual mind in congenial social 
institutions. True, they established nothing but the liberty of Church and 
State corporations, and of their respective members ; but it was easier to 
break from the restraints imposed by a petty community, than from those 
imposed by the government and people of England ; especially when the 
daring adventurer had the wilderness before him. And the form, which 
these religious associations took, was particularly exposed to the liability 
of provoking disaffection, even among themselves. 

Their Church and State governments were essentially the same institu- 
tion, under different names. The spiritual power was brought down to 
earth, and into all the relations of private and public life. It appeared in 
their laws — their judicial proceedings— in the administration of the gov- 
ernment, and in all the movements of the State. Nothing of importance 
was done without the advice of the minister and ruling ektes; aacbwe 
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may well suppose that, under such a form of government, politics and 
religion were identical. It was designed to make men religious according 
to law; and there could not be two parties in the State, without there 
being also two parties in the Church; and to question the authority of 
either, was to provoke the resentment of both. The brethren were, indeed, 
free as long as they continued brethren ; but Reason was, at that time, 
moving on to its emancipation, and it could dilate on nothing which did 
not bring it directly or indirectly into conflict with the Church. It, there- 
fore, soon happened, and particularly in Massachusetts, that numbers of 
the brethren, of diverse minds in matters of faith, lost their place in the 
Church, were cast out, and exposed to the penal inflictions of the civil 
authorities. 

Among the earliest, if not the very earliest, of these, was Roger Williams, 
the founder of this State. He had sought New-England (A. D. 1631) in 
the expectation that he might here enjoy that religious liberty which was 
denied him in the mother-country. He was a minister of the gospel. He 
at first preached in Plymouth, and afterwards became a minister of the . 
church at Salem. He freely expressed his opinion on various subjects. 
He affirmed that the king's patent could not, of itself, give a just titl$, to 
the lands of the Indians. He maintained that the civil magistrate had 
no right to interfere in matters of conscience, and to punish for heresy or 
apostacy. He contended that "the people were the origin of all free 
power in government," but that "they were not invested by Christ Jesus 
with power to rule in his Church ;" that they could give no such power 
to the magistrate, and that to "introduce the civil sword" into this spiritual 
kingdom, was "to confound heaven and earth, and lay all upon heaps of 
confusion." In effect, he called upon the Church to come out from the 
magistracy, and the magistracy to come out from the Church ; and de- 
manded that each should act within its appropriate sphere, and by its 
appropriate means. It was then, for the first time, that the startling 
thought of a complete separation of Church and State was uttered on 
these Western shores ; and it was then, also for the first time, that the 
individual mind, free in the sovereign attributes of Reason, stood forth 
before the Massachusetts authorities, and boldly claimed its emancipation, 
in the realization of its own true idea of government. 

Such a mind was manifestly too large for the sphere of a Church and 
State combination. It had already broken from its bondage, and now 
stood out, independent, individual, and alone. Roger Williams was neces- 
sarily banished by the Massachusetts authorities. He was sentenced to 
depart from their jurisdiction within six weeks. But he went about, "to 
draw others to his opinion," and he proposed " to erect a plantation about 
the Narragansett bay." The rumor of this reached the ears of the magis- 
tracy; and, to defeat his intent, which had for them a most alarming sig- 
nificance, they proposed to send him to England, by a ship then lying in 
the harbor of Boston. He eluded their quest ; plunged into the forest- 
wilderness; and, after spending the winter among its savage, but hospita- 
ble, inhabitants, attempted to form a plantation at Seekonk ; but, defeated 
in this, came, at last, into the valley of the Mooshausic, and here, with a 
email number of associates, of like aspirations, realized that idea of gov- 
ernment, in its first form, which had so long allured, but still evaded, the 
pursuit of nations and men. 
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We have thus traced this idea of government, from the first indistinct 
expressions of itself in the doctrines of the Waldenses, through the strug- 
gles of that revolution known as the Protestant Reformation ; we have 
next noticed the imperfect realizations of itself, in the Church and State 
governments of Europe ; we have then seen it cross the Atlantic, in the 
form of small religious associations, to be again reproduced, imperfectly, 
in a combination of ecclesiastical and civil institutions ; but we have now 
seen it, impersonated in the individual man, breaking from these restraints, 
and.going forth into the wilderness, there to establish itself in an infant 
community, as the last result of centuries of effort. 

We start, then, with this important fact, well worthy of being for ever 
fixed in every Rhode-Island mind: namely, that it was here that the great 
idea, which constituted the very soul of that religious movement which so 
long agitated all Europe, first took an organic form in a civil community, 
and expressed itself in a social compact. 

Let us for a moment attend to the words of that compact; let us 
hearken to this, its first free expression of itself We ought not to expect 
it to announce itself in the clear, strong tones of manhood ; for it can 
speak, at first, only through an infant organization : it will only make 
known its advent into the material world, by lisping its earliest wants ; 
but, then, it will lisp them so clearly and distinctly, as to leave nothing to 
be misunderstood. 

"We, whose names are hereunder, desirous to inhabit the town of Provi- 
dence, do promise to subject ourselves, in active and passive obedience, to 
all such orders or agreements as shall be made for public good of the body, 
in an orderly way, by the major assent of the present inhabitants, masters 
of families, incorporated together into a town-fellowship, and such as they 
shall admit unto them, only in civil things."* 

Here the great idea resolves itself, manifestly, into two elements — Lib- 
erty and Law ; the one, necessarily implied ; the other, clearly and deter- 
minately expressed. Liberty, Soul-Liberty, they take from no earthly 
power or being. It is the gift of God, in that Reason which is within 
them, as His law, and which human authority can neither rightfully 
enlarge nor diminish. In this, its exalted and exalting element, the reason 
is left to deal freely, and according to its own method, with the Divine, the 
Eternal, the Infinite, the Absolute, and all that pertains thereto, without 
let or hinderance. But in the region beneath, in this meum and tuum 
world, the proper sphere of the common-sense understanding of mankind — 
where man may jostle man, where each may claim to occupy the same 
space, to possess the same thing, to do the same act — they each joyfully 
accept law at the hands of their fellows, cautiously requiring that it should 
be only in these, their civil things. 

We have now this idea, with its two elements, as it first manifested 
itself in the infant community of Providence; but it was destined to 
extend thence, and organize itself in several towns. And, indeed, fully 
to try its capacity for government, it should take form in a population of a 

* In this compact, we have a government founded on the relations of domestic life — a Patri- 
archal Republic, ruled by the "mtuter* of families." What Bill of Rights ever so effectually 
secured soul-liberty as this single phrase, " only in civil tiring* V* 

2 
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great variety of religious creed, and exhibit itself in a diversity of human 
elements — elements antagonistical, and, in some respects, even irrecon- 
cileable : for if they be perfectly homogeneous, such as Church and State 
require, they cannot give this .idea the slightest development. Now, in 
point of fact, what were these elements? 

Why, they were made up of men and women, of a diversity of creeds, 
who, flying from the soul-oppression of the governments of Europe, and 
the neighboring colonies, came hither to enjoy soul-liberty. Shortly fol- 
lowing the settlement of Providence, the town of Portsmouth and the 
town of Newport were formed, and the settlement of Warwick was com- 
menced ; each with the same object: namely, the enjoyment of soul-liberty, 
in security from the soul-oppressors of Massachusetts and other colonies. 
In proof of this diversity of faith, we might cite Dr. Mather, if he could 
be considered trustworthy authority for that purpose. He represents us 
to be, at this period, "a colluvies of Antinomians, Familists, Anabaptists, 
Anti-Sabbatarians, Arminians, Socinians, Quakers, and Ranters; every 
thing in the world but Roman Catholics and real Christians j so that if a 
man," continues he, "had lost his religion, he might find it at this general 
muster of opinionists." Well, the Rhode-Island idea may readily accept 
all the diversity which the Doctor has given it ; for it knows how to organ- 
ize it, and subject it to order and law. But we must lay the venerable 
Doctor aside : he lovingly deals too freely with unrealities and monstrosities 
of all sorts, to be reliable authority in spiritualities of any kind. Of what, 
then, did this diversity mainly consist? 

Why, here were the plain matter-of-fact Baptists, ever the unyielding 
lovers of religious freedom — ever the repellers of State interference in the 
concerns of conscience — tracing their genealogy back through the Wal- 
denses, even to the great original Baptist, John. Here, chiefly at Newport, 
were the familistical Antinomians — so called by their persecutors — the 
highly-gifted Ann Hutchinson for a season at their head, confiding in the 
revelations of the indwelling spirit, and a covenant of free grace. Here, 
too, chiefly at Warwick, was the mystical Gortonist, dimly symbolizing 
his doctrines in cloudy allegory. Here also was the Fifth Monarchy man, 
preparing for the Second Advent, and the New Reign on earth. Here, 
every where, was the Quaker — a quiet, demure, peace-loving non-resistant, 
in the world of the flesh ; but who, on taking fire in the silence of his 
meditations, became indomitable in the world of spirit, and gave the unre- 
sisting flesh, freely, to bondage and death, in vindication of his faith. 
And here also, it is true, were free-thinkers of all sorts ; some who had 
opinions, and some who had none. Surely, even before other denomina- 
tions had established themselves within our borders, here were elements 
of diversity, all-sufficient to try the capacity of the Rhode-Island Idea of 
government. 

Amid such variety of mind, there was little danger that men would melt 
down into one homogeneous mass — a result to which a Church and State 
combination ever tends — and lose their moral and intellectual individuali- 
ties. Such variety of mind could not fail to be active, and to beget action, 
and to promote and preserve original distinctiveness of character, in all 
diversity. And such, we find, was the fact. I will endeavor to delineate 
the characters of a few of the leading minds of the colony, at this time, 
that we may form some faint conception of the originality and diversity 
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of character, which marked those who constituted the undistinguished 
numbers that they led. 

Roger Williams and William Harris were the heads of two distinct 
political parties in Providence. Two marked and prominent traits of 
intellect gave a strong and decisive outline to the character of Williams : 
namely, originality of conception in design, and unyielding perseverance 
in execution. These, everf noted fact of his life clearly indicate and 
prove. He could assert the right of the natives to the soil that contained 
the bones of their ancestors, and maintain it against the patent of England's 
sovereign, though he roused the wrath of a whole community against him. 
He could conceive a new idea of government, and contend for it, against 
Church and Court, with the penalty of banishment or death before him. 
He could be "sorely tossed for fourteen weeks, in a bitter cold winter 
season, not knowing what bed or bread did mean," rather than renounce 
this new idea. He could seat himself down amid savage nations — study 
their language, soothe their ferocious dispositions, make them his friends—* 
that he might actualize, in humanity; his yet untried conception. He 
could write tracts in defence of this peculiar conception, while engaged 
at the hoe and oar, toiling for bread — while attending Parliament, in a 
variety of rooms and places — and sometimes in the field, and in the midst 
of travel. He could, at the age of threescore and ten, row thirty miles in 
one day, that he might engage in a three-days' discussion with George 
Fox, on some knotty points of divinity. He was, indeed, a man of the 
most unyielding firmness in support of his" opinions ; but no one can say 
that he ever suffered his firmness to degenerate into obstinacy. What- 
ever his doctrines were, he was sure to practice upon them to the utmost 
extent ; and if further reflection, or that practice, showed that they were 
erroneous, he cheerfully abandoned them. He was, indeed, a remarkable 
man, and one of the most original characters of an age distinguished for 
originality of conception. 

Harris was a man of ardent temperament, of strong intellectual powers 
— bold, energetic, ever active, and ever persevering to the end, in whatever 
cause he undertook. Nature seems to have supplied the deficiencies of 
his early education. Without having made the law a study, he became 
the advocate of the Pawtuxet purchasers, in their suit against the towns 
of Providence, Warwick, and others ; and of Connecticut, in her claims 
against Rhode-Island to the Narragansett country. He was rather fitted 
for the practical, than the speculative ; for the sphere of the senses, than 
for the sphere of the ideal. He could not, like Williams, contemplate both 
spheres at the same time in their mutual relations ; and the consequence 
was, that the moment he passed into the ideal, he became a radical, and 
was brought, at once, into violent collision with Williams. Basing his 
theories, for a time, at least, on conscience, he contended that any person 
who could conscientiously say that he ought not to submit to any human 
authority, should be exempt from all law. He asserted and defended this 
position in a book ; yet he was by no means a non-resistant himself. 
When he obtained political power, he wielded it with such effect against 
his adversaries, that they called him the Fire-brand. Like most men of 
genius, or eccentricity, who lead an active life, he has a touch of romance 
in his history. He had several times, in the prosecution of the complicated 
controversies in which he was engaged, crossed the Atlantic to the mother- 



12 Judge DurfeJs 

country. Upon the eve of embarking on his last voyage, as if seized with 
a presentiment of his destiny, he made his will, and had it forthwith proved 
before the proper authorities. He then left port for England ; but, on the 
voyage, he was takerf by a Barbary corsair, carried into Algiers, was there 
sold into bondage, and detained, as a slave, for one year. He was then 
ransomed ; and, after traveling through Spain and France, he reached 
London, and there died shortly after his arrival. The mind of Harris was 
strong ; that of Williams, comprehensive. 

Samuel Gorton, the chief man of the settlement of Shawomet, (or War- 
wick,) was a person of the most distinctive originality of character. He 
was a man of deep, strong feelings, keenly alive to every injury, though 
inflicted on the humblest of God's creatures.. He was a great lover of 
soul-liberty, and hater of all shams. He was a learned man, self-educated, 
studious, contemplative; a profound thinker; who, in his spiritual medita- 
tions amid ancient Warwick's primeval groves, wandered off into infinite 
and eternal realities, forgetful of earth and all earthly relations. He did 
indeed clothe his thoughts, at times, in clouds ; but then, it was because 
they were too large for any other garment. No one, who shall rivet his 
attention upon them, shall fail to catch some glimpse of giant • limb and 
joint, and have some dim conception of the colossal form that is enshrouded 
within the mystic envelopment. Yet, in common life, no one was more 
plain, simple, and unaffected, thin Gorton. That he was courteous, affa- 
ble, and eloquent, his very enemies admit ; and even grievously complain 
of his seducing language. He was a man of courage ; and when roused 
to anger, no hero of the Iliad ever breathed language more impassioned 
or effective. Nothing is more probable than that such a man, in the 
presence of the Massachusetts magistracy, felt his superiority, and moved 
and spoke with somewhat more freedom than they deemed suited to their 
dignity. Far more sinned against than sinning, he bore adversity with 
heroic fortitude, and, if he did not conquer, he yet finally baffled every 
effort of his enemies. 

William Coddington and John Clarke, two of the leading characters 
of the island towns, were both men of well-balanced and well-educated 
minds ; less remarkable for originality of thought, than for clear under- 
standing and practical judgments. They constituted a very fortunate 
equipoise against the eccentricity and enthusiasm of such original geniuses 
as Williams and Gorton. The former furnished the ballast, and the latter 
the sails, of the ship. Each was necessary to the other, and both were 
indispensable to the whole. 

Coddington, before he left Boston, was one of the chief men of Massa- 
chusetts. He was an assistant, re-chosen several times ; treasurer of the 
colony, and a principal merchant in Boston. He was grieved at the pro- 
ceedings of the Court against Mr. Wheelwright and others ; and came to 
befriend and assist them on their removal to Newport. He was a common- 
sense, sober, staid, worthy man. The political difficulty into which he 
was brought, is as likely to have sprung from his virtues as his failings. 
He had in him a little too much of the future for Massachusetts, and a 
little too much of the past for Rhode-Island, as she then was. He died 
Governor of Rhode-Island, and a member of the Friends' Society. 

Clarke was a man of more active and effective zeal in the cause of 
civil and religious liberty, than Coddington ; and was highly competent 
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to have charge of its interests in the highest places. He was mainly 
instrumental in procuring the charter of 1663. Though originally a phy- 
sician in London, he became Pastor of the First Baptist Church in New- 
port. He was a man of learning ; the author of some tracts, touching 
the persecutions in New-England ; and left, in manuscript, a Concordance 
and Lexicon — "the fruit of several years' labor." To do full justice to 
Portsmouth and Newport, it should be added, that their first settlers were, 
generally, men of more property, and better education, than those of 
Providence. But — 

* * * Fuimus Trees, fait Ilium * 
***** Omnia Jupiter Argos 
TranstuHt. 

Sueh were the leading minds of this State, while yet in its rudimental 
condition, awaiting a transition to a more perfect form. And I might now 
say something of the impress which these characters, and their like, have 
manifestly left on their posterity ; but this would be foreign to my present 
purpose. I have described them as they exist in the conceptions given by 
History, that we may have some notion of the diversity and originality of 
the contemporary moral and intellectual forces which were brought into 
action by them. 

Now let us recollect that all this diversity and distinctive originality of 
character, were to be found within four little neighborhoods, consisting at 
first of a few families, and, as late as 1663 — the utmost range of my present 
view — of not more than three or four thousand souls. Upon minds thus 
diverse, original, enthusiastic, active, and, in some respects, conflicting — 
each bent upon the enjoyment of the most perfect soul-liberty, consistent 
with a well-ordered community — the Rhode-Island idea, subsisting the 
same in each and all, took form — stood out in a constituted people — lived, 
breathed, and thought, in an organization of its own. 

When you look for the Constitution of this State, in its essential form, 
go not to compacts subscribed by men ; go not to charters granted by 
kings ; go not to Constitutions given by majorities — they are but faint and 
imperfect expressions of the great Teality ; but go to this grand idea, coming 
down from the distant past — struggling through the blood and turmoil of 
warring nations — passing through the fiery ordeal of Church and State 
persecution ; and here, at last, find it — standing out — realized — incarnated 
— in its own appropriated and peculiar people. 

This idea, thus realized, consisted, as already stated, of two elemental — 
liberty and law — the pure Reason above, and the common-sense under- 
standing beneath. There is no necessary conflict between these two ele- 
ments ; on the contrary, each is necessary to the proper existence of the 
other. Yet we shall find, as we follow the internal development of this 
idea, that these two elements frequently encounter, and sharply contend 
for victory. The idea being thus given, every new occasion will call for 
a new application, which will infallibly bring these elements into action. 
And now let us follow it in some of its manifestations here in Providence, 
then a small village on the banks of the Mooshausic. 

Would that it were in my power, by a mesmeric wave of the hand, to 
bring Providence before you, as she then was. You would see the natural 
Mooshausic, freely rolling beneath his primeval shades, unobstructed by 



14 Judge Dutfee's 

bridge, unfringed by wharf or made land, still laving his native marge— 
here expanding in the ample cove — there winding and glimmering round 
point and headland, and, joyous in his native freedom, passing onward, 
till lost in the bosom of the broad-spreading Narragansett You would 
see, beneath .the forest of branching oak and beech, interspersed with dark- 
arching cedars and tapering pines, infant Providence, in a village of scat- 
tered log huts. You would see each little hut overlooking its own natural 
lawn, by the side of fountain or stream, with its first rude enclosure of 
waving corn ; you would see the stanch-limbed draught-horse grazing the 
forest-glade ; you would hear the tinkling of the cow-bell in the thicket, 
and the bleating of flocks on the hill. You would see the plain, home- 
spun human inhabitants — not such as tailors and milliners make, but such 
as God made ; real men and women, with the bloom of health on their 
cheeks, and its elasticity and vigor in every joint and limb. Somewhat 
of an Acadian scene this — yet it is not, in reality, precisely what it seems. 
A new occasion has arisen in this little community, which requires a new 
application of their idea of the State. 

Oddly enough— or, rather, naturally enough — this occasion has arisen 
out of the most interesting of domestic relations. Joshua Verin, that rude, 
old-fashioned man, with his Church and State idea still clinging to him, 
has been putting restraints upon the conscience of his wife. Yes, she is 
desirous of attending Mr. Williams' meetings, " as often as called for," 
and hearing his Anabaptistical discourses ; and her husband has said, 
"she shall not ;" and the consequence is that the whole community is in 
a buzz — the fundamental idea has been infringed. A town meeting is 
called on the subject, and a warm debate ensues ; for Verin has his 
friends, as well as his wife. The proposition is, that "Joshua Verin, for 
breach of covenant in restraining liberty of conscience, be withheld the 
liberty of voting, till he declare the contrary." "And there stood up," 
says Winthrop, " one Arnold, a witty man of their company, and with- 
stood it, telling them that when he consented to that covenant, he never 
intended it should extend to the breach of any ordinance of God, such as 
the subjection of wives to their husbands, and so forth ; and gave divers 
solid reasons against it. Then one Greene, he replied, that if they should 
restrain their wives, all the women in the country would cry out upon 
them. Arnold answered thus : 'Did you pretend to leave the Massachu- 
setts, because you would not offend God to please men, and would you 
now break an ordinance and commandment of God, to please women i" " 
Winthrop, naturally enough, gives the best of the argument to Arnold j 
but he may not be fairly entitled to it. 

It is the earliest record qf a struggle in this State, between new-born 
Liberty and ancient Law. If the facts were, that Mrs. Verin, after faith- 
fully discharging all her duties as a wife and mother, felt herself in con- 
science bound to attend Mr. Williams' meetings, and her husband restrained 
her, it was just such a restraint on conscience as was inconsistent with 
the new idea of government ; and the question, on this supposition, was 
correctly decided. Liberty won the victory; and Joshua Verin, for a 
breach of covenant in restraining liberty of conscience, was properly with- 
held the liberty of voting till he declared the contrary. 

But there was another occasion for the application of the fundamental 
idea, not more important in principle, but far more serious in its conse- 
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quences. It arose from an attempt of Liberty to come down upon earth, 
and realize herself entire, to the complete overthrow and destruction of all 
law and order. It was an idea given by pure reason — an idea subsist- 
ing only by relation to the Universal, the Absolute, the Infinite, the 
Divine — that sought to come down into a special form of humanity, and 
supplant the plain common-sense understanding of mankind. It was one 
of those ideas which propose to navigate the ship by plain sailing, over 
an ocean vexed with winds, and waves, and varying currents, and perilous 
with islands, and banks, and ledges, and rocks — where nothing but 
traverse sailing, aided by the chart, will do. It has been the fortune of' 
Rhode-Island, from her infancy to the present hour, to balance herself 
between Liberty and Law — to wage war, as occasion might require, with 
this class of ideas, and keep them within their appropriate bounds. And 
before certain other States — some of them not fairly out of their cradles — 
undertake to give her lessons of duty in relation to such ideas, let me tell 
them that they must have something of Rhode-Island's experience, and 
have, like her, been self-governed for centuries. 

William Harris, as already stated, published and sent to the several 
towns of the colony, a book, in which he maintained, that he who could 
say in his conscience that he could not submit to any human legislation, 
ought to be exempt from the operation of all human laws. You will 
perceive that he bases this proposition upon the liberty-element of the 
fundamental idea — that he would transmute the relation which subsists 
between the secret conscience and God, and with which no human law 
Bhould interfere, into the relations between man and man, citizen and State, 
and thereby dissolve the government, establish the sovereignty of each 
individual, and terminate all law. 

We may well suppose that, on such a proposition being announced— 
and announced in such a manner — by a man so considerable as Harris, 
the excitement in this little community was violent. The very existence 
of the fundamental idea was threatened, and the art wilh which the pop- 
ular element was supported by free quotations from Scripture, excited no 
little alarm. Williams harnessed himself for the contest, and came forth 
in vindication of his idea. He made the distinction between the absolute 
liberty of conscience, and the civil government, clear, by a happy illus- 
tration. The crew of a ship might consist of all varieties of creed, and 
each individual worship God in his own way ; but when called upon to 
do their duty in navigating the ship, they must all obey the commands of 
the master. Against his orders, given to that end, they must set up no 
pretence of soul-liberty — no affected conscientious scruples— do their duty 
they must, each as one of the crew enlisted for the voyage, on peril of 
suffering the penalties of mutiny. And he accordingly indicted Harris 
for high treason. The indictment, however, was not prosecuted to effect 
Harris gave bonds for his good behavior, and a copy of the charge and 
accompanying papers were sent to England ; thus ended the indictment, 
but not the consequences of the discussion. 

The principles of the government had, indeed, become better under- 
stood ; the limits of liberty, and the limits of authority, were doubtless 
more clearly fixed ; but the feuds which the agitation generated, did not 
stop here. Two parties were created by the controversy j and, passing 
from questions of Liberty, to questions of Law, touching the limits of the 
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town, they uBed against each other whatever weapons they were able to 
command, and carried on their hostilities for twelve or thirteen years. 
The town was disorganized in the strife. Two sets of municipal officers 
were chosen, and two sets of deputies were sent to the General Assem- 
bly ; nor were the dissentions composed, until the Legislature, by a special 
act, appointed Commissioners, whose ultimate determinations appear to 
have restored the old order of things. 

< Such were the developements which the new idea of government 
received, here in this town, in the infancy of the State. The first, bearing 
on the relations of domestic life, and the second on the relations of citi- 
zens to each other and to the State. But we are now to consider it in its 
applications to municipalities — to distinct corporations ; and to show how; 
it developed itself, when it gave law to a number of independent commu- 
nities and resolved them into unity and organic form. 

A free and absolute charter of civil incorporation, for the inhabitants of 
the towns of Providence, Portsmouth, and Newport, to be known by the 
name of the Incorporation of Providence Plantations in Narragansett Bay 
in New England, was brought by Roger Williams from England, in 1644; 
but, owing to the claims of Massachusetts, or other obstruction, it did not 
go into effect until May, 1647. This charter granted the most ample power 
to the said inhabitants, and such others as should afterwards inhabit within 
the prescribed limits, to establish such a form of civil government as, by 
voluntary consent of all or the greater part of them, should be found most 
suitable in their estates and conditions ; and, to that end, to make and 
ordain such civil laws and constitutions, and to inflict such punishments 
upon transgressors, and for the execution thereof so to place and dis- 
place officers of justice, as they or the greater part should by free consent 
agree unto. I omit the proviso, as of no account here. Under this char- 
ter guarantee of the Mother Country, the Rhode-Island idea of govern- 
ment was called upon to organize itself with the most perfect freedom, on 
the four distinct ajid independent municipalities — Providence, Portsmouth, 
Newport, and Warwick. And in what manner do you suppose it did 
develope itself on these distinct and independent bodies politic ? Why, it 
developed itself in a manner the most natural, if not the most effective. 
It organized for itself a general form of government, which, if not pre- 
cisely, was, at least strongly, analogous to the organization of these 
United States, under their present Constitution. I will give you a brief 
abstract of their form of government, from the " Annals of Providence " — 
a magazine of facts, from which I take the liberty to draw copiously. 

The whole people, forming the General Assembly, met annually, for 
the enactment of general laws, and for the choice of general officers ; as 
President — an assistant for each town, nominated by the town — General 
Recorder, &c. A general code of laws, which concerned all men, was 
first approved by the towns, (as the States adopted the Constitution, and 
still adopt amendments,) but before it could go into effect, it was ratified 
by the General Assembly of the whole people. All legislative power was 
ultimately in the whole people, in General Assembly convened. Towns 
might propose laws, (as States amendments to the Constitution,) and the 
approval of a General Court of Commissioners might give them a tempo- 
rary force ; but it was only the action of the General Assembly, (the 
General Government) which could make them general and permanent for 
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all persons within the colony. But the towns had their local laws, (as 
the States have theirs,) which could not be enforced beyond their own 
limits ; and they had their town courts, (as the States have State Courts,) 
which had exclusive original jurisdiction over all causes, between 
their own citizens. The President and Assistants composed the general 
court of trials. They had jurisdiction over all aggravated offenses, and 
in such matters as should be referred to them by the town courts as too 
weighty for themselves to determine ; and also of all disputes between 
different towns, and between citizens of different towns and strangers. " It 
is apparent," continues the same authority, " that the towns, as such, 
♦parted with no more power than they deemed the exigency of the case 
required. They can scarcely be said to have consented to any thing 
more than a confederation of independent governments. If they intended 
a complete consolidation of powers, their acts fall far short of it. He who 
carefully peruses the whole proceedings of the original assembly of towns 
of this infant colony, will be struck with the resemblance there is between 
those towns, after that assembly had closed its labors, and the several 
States now composing the United States of America, under the Constitu- 
tion." Yes, it is true, that at this early period, whilst Rhode-Island was 
yet in her rudiments, this, her Idea of Liberty and Law, took form in . 
an organization that already foreshadowed the Constitution of this Union, 
and foreshowed its practicability. 

But do I say that the framers of the Constitution of the United States 
found their model here ? No ; but this I do say, than when the several 
States of the old confederation, following our lead, had gradually aban- 
doned their Church and State combinations, and adopted the Rhode-Island 
idea of government, that then, this idea thus given by her, did but repeat 
itself in its most natural and effective form in the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and the organization of the Union. Conceive, if you can, I 
will not say the practicability, but the possibility, of the Constitution of 
this Union, without that idea of government, which Rhode-Island was 
the first to adopt, and, against fearful odds, through long years of trial 
and tribulation, to maintain. Conceive, if you can, thirteen distinct and 
diverse Church and State governments taking form under one common 
Church and State government — and if you cannot, then do not deem that 
assertion extravagant, which declares that without Rhode-Island's idea of 
Liberty and Law, this Union would have been impossible. True, others 
might have adopted it, had there been no Rhode-Island. So others might 
have given us the theory of gravitation, had there been no Newton. Yet 
the fame and the glory of the discovery, nevertheless belongs to him. 
Let Rhode-Island claim her own laurels, and we shall see how many 
brows will be stripped naked, and how many boastful tongues will be 
silenced. 

But let us follow this idea in its further developements. I can speak 
only of the most prominent ; and am under the necessity of speaking of 
them with all possible brevity. 

The government went on under the charter,— all the towns participa- 
ting — until 1651, when a commission was granted to Coddington, by the 
Council of State, to govern the Island with a council chosen by the 
people, and approved by himself. This is properly called an obstruction 
— and an obstruction to the free devalopement of Rhode-Island's peculiar 

2 
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idea of government, it certainly was. She loved liberty, and she loved 
law and legal authority ; but here was too much of the latter — it trenched 
too far on the liberty element. The main-land towns recoiled from it — 
fell back upon themselves, and, in the midst of intestine broils and dissen- 
tions, often fomented by Massachusetts, continued their government under 
the charter. The Island towns submitted ; but submitted with deep mur- 
murs and invincible repugnance. Roger Williams and John Clarke were 
immediately dispatched by the several towns of the colony, as their agents 
to t England; and they soon procured a revocation of Mr. Coddington's 
commission ; who, without reluctance, laid down the extraordinary author- 
ity conferred upon him. After some delay, owing to a misunderstanding 
between the Island and main-land towns, all returned to the old form of 
government, which continued until the adoption of the charter of 1663. 

In the meantime, Rhode-Island. (" the Providence Plantations,") not- 
withstanding all untoward circumstances, continued to prosper, and her 
inhabitants to multiply. She was the refuge of the persecuted of all 
denominations, but particularly of those who suffered from the hands of 
her New England Sisters. She was their shelter — their ark of safety in 
the storm. Here were no hanging of Quakers, or witches — no scourge — 
no chain — no dungeon for difference of opinion. Still it was not, as yet, 
a place removed from all apprehension, or even from very great annoyance. 
It, for a season, seemed but as a raft,— formed from the fragments of diverse 
wrecks, and tied together, for temporary security, — upon the bosom of a 
raging deep, and which, but for the utmost care and diligence, might, at 
any moment, be rent in pieces. 

But the struggles and trials, through which Rhode-Island passed, with 
her sister colonies, did but give additional strength to her own love of 
Liberty and Law ; and some notice of them belongs as truly to the his- 
tory of her great idea, as the account which we are giving of its most 
important developements. In these struggles, whether carried on at the 
Court of the Stuarts, in the camp of Cromwell, or here in these Western 
wilds, it might be shown that she still baffled her adversaries, and tri- 
umphed alike over their diplomacy abroad, and their menaces and violence 
at home. I shall confine my remarks to the latter, and name some few 
prominent facts. They will afford a melancholy interest, but without, I 
trust, awakening any unkind feelings between the Sisters, as they now are. 
It will serve to mark the distinctive character of our State, and to confirm 
her identity. This is an important object to a State of such small territo- 
rial extent, and of such a limited and fluctuating population. 

Here, then, was Rhode-Island in the midst of three great colonies, Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts, and Connecticut — all bitterly hostile to the heretic 
— all anxious to rid themselves of her presence, and all regarding her as 
their natural and legitimate prey. And they, accordingly, fell upon ,her 
like three wolves upon the same lamb ; and had not God been her shep- 
herd, they must have torn her in pieces. Plymouth claimed the island of 
Rhode-Island ; Connecticut, the Narragansett country ; and Massachusetts 
claimed Providence and Warwick. They would not have left the poor 
heretics a single rod of ground, on which to rest the soles of their feet, or 
to bury their dead. Connecticut, repeatedly, asserted her claim to the 
Narragansett country ; appointed officers at Wickford and other places ; 
and often resorted to violence for the enforcement of her laws. Plymouth 
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was ever a more quiet and tolerant colony than either Massachusetts or 
Connecticut. She, indeed, insisted on her claims to the island of Rhode- 
Island, with such earnestness, that Mrs. Hutchinson, a woman of remark* 
able intellectual endowments, and the kindest sympathies, apprehensive 
that she might again fall under the jurisdiction of Church and State, fled, 
with a number of her friends, to Long Island, where they were massacred 
by the Indians. Plymouth, however, never resorted to force. Her pre- 
tence to Shawomet she transferred, or yielded to Massachusetts, rather 
than attempt to enforce the claim herself. But Massachusetts rested not 
herself, and gave Rhode-Island no rest. Her claims to jurisdiction over 
Providence and Warwick, on various pretences, were unremitted. During 
the village quarrels in Providence, several of its citizens applied to Mas- 
sachusetts for protection : and she induced them, by some writing of theirs, 
to pretend to put themselves and their lands under her jurisdiction ; and, 
on this pretence, she actually assumed to exercise her authority, and to 
enforce her laws, here, in the town of Providence. Thus there were, here 
in the same municipality, two distinct code of laws, brought to operate on 
the same persons, and property ; and this state of things was effected, 
according to Winthrop, with the intent of bringing Rhode-Island into sub- 
jection, either to Massachusetts or Plymouth. You may easily conceive 
the confusion into which things were thrown, by this atrocious interference 
in the concerns of this little community. Gorton, who was then at Prov- 
idence, thought that it had a particular signification for him ; and he, and 
a few of his associates, left Providence, and settled at Shawomet, after- 
wards called Warwick. There he purchased a tract of land of Meanti- 
nomy , the chief warrior sachem of the Narragansetts, and built and planted 
But Massachusetts did not allow him to escape so. She assumed the 
claims of Plymouth, and procured from her an assignment or concession 
of her pretended jurisdiction over Shawomet. After this, two of Meanti* 
nomy's under-sachems, of that place, submitted themselves and lands to 
her jurisdiction ; and then, three or four of the English inhabitants, who 
had made purchases of these sachems, imitating the example of a few at 
Providence, feigned to put themselves and property under her protection. 
Thus trebly fortified with pretences, Massachusetts entered the settlement, 
at Warwick, with an armed force of forty men, accompanied by many of 
her Indian subjects ; seized Gorton, and his friends, and carried them pris- 
oners to Boston. There they were tried for blasphemy, and for " enmity 
to all civil authority among, the people of God f and were sentenced to 
imprisonment in irons, during the pleasure of the Court — Gorton himself 
narrowly escaping sentence of death. This imprisonment was continued 
through the winter ; and they were then discharged, on condition, that, if 
after fourteen days, they were found within Massachusetts, Providence, or 
Shawomet, (the place of their homes,) they should suffer death. These 
proceedings, far from inducing the people of Rhode-Island to renounce 
their idea of Liberty and Law, did but strengthen their attachment to it 
But the government of the entire colony was soon called upon to defend 
its peculiar principles by direct action. 

During the year 1656, a number of the people called Quakers (more 
properly Friends,) arrived in Boston, and began to preach and practice 
their doctrines. No experience had yet been sufficient to teach Massachu- 
setts or her confederates the folly of interfering between God and con- 
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science ; and she began to fine, imprison, banish, whip, and hang the 
Quakers. But these people could find, and did find, a place of refuge in 
Rhode-Island; whence they occasionally issued forth, as the Spirit 
promted, into the neighboring colonies, and startled them with revela- 
tions from above. Whereupon the Commissioners of the United Colonies 
of New England addressed a letter to the President of this place of refuge 

the Plantations here — and urged him to send away such Quakers as 

were then in the colony, and to prohibit them from entering it. With this 
request, our government promptly refused to comply; alledging their princi- 
ple of soul-liberty as the ground of their refusal. And they went even 
further — apprehensive that their adversaries might attempt, in England, 
where this sect was particularly obnoxious, to effect indirectly, what they 
could not directly accomplish here, they charged John Clarke, their agent 
at Westminister, to have an eye and ear open to their doings and say- 
ings ; and if occasion were, to plead the cause of Rhode-Island in such 
sort, as that they " might not be compelled to exercise any civil power 
over men's consciences, so long as human orders, in point of civility, were 
not corrupted and violated." Indeed, the love of their peculiar idea of 
government seems to have grown with the trials through which it passed, 
and strengthened with its growth. And what will prove that this love had 
become one and identical with the spirit of this people, and their peculiar 
idea dearer than life itself, are the facts to which I will now call your 
attention. 

The first settlers at Providence and Warwick, were, at the commence- 
ment of their settlements, on the most friendly terms with their Indian 
neighbors. The Wampanoags, once a powerful people, though now consid- 
erably reduced, were on one side, and the Narragansetts, who, it is said, 
could number four or five thousand warriors, were on the other. A for- 
midable array of savage strength this ! and indeed, at that time, the Red 
Man may be said to have held all Rhode-Island's blood in the palm of his 
hand, the slightest agitation of which would have consigned it to the 
dust. Roger Williams, sensible of the perils of his position, early " made 
a league of friendly neighborhood with all the sachems round about." 
But this league with savages was necessarily very precarious. They 
were all alike jealous of the whites ; and, if any one provoked a war, it 
would be, of necessity, an indiscriminate war of extermination — race 
against race — and Rhode-Island would be the earliest victim. Now the 
Indians were at war among themselves ; and the United Colonies knew 
how to play off one hostile body against another for their own advantage ; 
and they appear to have done so with little regard, to say the least, to the 
critical position of the heretic colony. Indeed, it so happens that its par- 
ticular Indian friends were the particular objects of their unremitted hos- 
tility. Meantinomy and the Narragansetts, generally, were, (as has been 
said,) on the most friendly terms with Williams and Gorton, Providence 
and Warwick. They cherished and fostered those infant settlements, as 
savages best could ; and it was against this chieftain and his people, that 
the United Colonies chose to excite Uncas and the Mohegans. Frequent 
strifes and, ultimately war and battle and slaughter were the consequen- 
ces. Meantinomy was taken prisoner, and Uncas was advised by the 
United Colonies to put him to death. Acting on this advice, Uncas mur- 
dered his prisoner. The whole Narragansett people were, thereupon, 
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deeply agitated — hostilities were frequently threatened ; nor did the mem- 
ory of this atrocious deed die out of the Narragansett mind, ere the Wam- 
panoags rose in arms, and the whole body of Indians raised the tomahawk 
against the whites, without discrimination. Now in 1643, previous to the 
death of Meantinomy, the four New England colonies, Plymouth, Mas* 
sachusetts, Connecticut, and New Haven, formed a confederation for their 
better security against Indian hostilities. This confederation was, indeed, 
a castle of safety to them, but not to Rhode-Island. She was obliged to 
stand out exposed to every peril. Between the death of Meantinomy, and 
the outbreak of Philip's war, again and again, did the fearful cloud 
of Indian hostility darken the land, and again and again, did Rhode-Isl- 
and apply for admission into this confederation, and was refused. Refused 9 
No ; not absolutely. If she would renounce her idea of government, and 
come in under the Church and State combination, then, indeed, they would 
take her under their protection ; but until she did, she must stand out 
exposed to all the horrors of Indian war. Rather than accept such con- 
ditions, she chose the exposure. She stood out ready to brave the terrors of 
Indian ferocity — the midnight conflagration, and the indiscriminate butch- 
eries of the tomahawk and scalping knife. Did she not love her Idea % 
Was it not dearer to her than life ? Did she not feel it to be one and iden- 
tical with herself, and that to renounce it, would be to commit treason 
against the Most High, and to terminate her own existence ? 

By this, her unconquerable love of her own glorious principles, she 
proved herself worthy of the Charter of 1653. Than that Charter, no 
greater boon was ever conferred by mother country on colony, since time 
began. No grant ever more completely expressed the Idea of a People. 
It, at once, guarantied our ancestors' soul-liberty, and granted a law-making 
power, limited only by the desire of their Anglo-Saxon minds. It gave 
them the choice of every officer, from the Commander-in-Chief down to the 
humblest official. It gave to the State the power of peace and war. It 
made her a sovereignty under the protection, rather than the guardianship, 
of England's sovereign ; so that the moment that protection was with- 
drawn, she stood independent and alone, competent to fight her own bat- 
tles, under her own shield. I shall say nothing more of the powers con- 
ferred by this Charter ; we have too recently put off, and hung on the 
castle walls, that Vulcanian panoply, still unscathed, glorious and bril- 
liant with nearly two centuries' wear. We know what it was j God 
bless its memory ! 

There are those who are weak enough to think that they degrade the 
State, by calling this Charter the grant of a profligate king. The fools ! 
As well might they think to degrade a man, by declaring that the gar- 
ment which he wears was made by a profligate tailor. But those who 
are endowed with this high wisdom, have yet to learn something of the 
manner in which Divine Providence operates its results in the great 
humanity > arid that even this Charter is not the work of mere man. They 
have yet to learn, that there exists, throughout the grand totality, one 
presiding and all-pervading Mind, which, ever as occasion requires, brings 
out one element of humanity in opposition to another — balances excess 
against excess, and makes the best and the worst, the highest and the 
lowest, of mortals, equally, the unconscious instruments of its great 
designs ; and thus moves man steadily onward, to a higher and higher 
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sphere of duties and lights. Whence comes the tyrant's will, unless it 
be from himself? But whence come the instinct of self-preservation, and 
deathless hope and faith, and that feeling, which knows no master, for 
the heroic sufferer in virtue's cause? They are all from the Divine Author 
of humanity ; and dwell alike in the beggar and the king. 

When Charles the Second heard the tale of Rhode-Island's woes— of 
the wrongs inflicted upon her by her giant sisters — when he heard of the 
scantiness of her territory, of the smallness of her numbers-— of the per- 
ils to which they had been exposed, and of those which they must still 
encounter, in these distant wilds, could he have been accounted subject to 
the common laws of humanity, had he refused her feebleness a single 
demand ? Was not this Divine Power his master ? — and did he not grant 
the Charter because he could not do otherwise than obey it ? Yes — save 
as an instrument, neither Charles, nor Clarendon, nor Howard, nor other 
noble, gave that Charter. On the contrary, that very law of humanity 
which gave Rhode-Island's idea of government ere Rhode-Island was a 
name, and after passing it from generation to generation, gave it first to 
take form here in an infant people — that very law now clad in the panoply 
of the Charter, and bade it suddenly stand out in the midst of New Eng- 
land's colonies, like another Minerva flashed from the head of Jove. 

Well might the surrounding colonies recoil from the splendid vision, 
and still look on in wonderment at its strange apparition. But be ye not 
too fearfully astonished, ye simple ones ! There is no witchcraft here. 
It is but an ordinary prodigy of that " Wonder-working Providence" of 
which ye have spoken so much, and know so little. John Clarke, our 
agent at Westminister, has not been dealing with the wicked one — he has 
simply performed his duty as a part of the organization of the great 
humanity, and that, operating under the laws of its Divine Author, has 
accomplished this grand result. 

Here, then, was Rhode-Island in the midst of them — after all, something 
more than the peer of her sisters. Her form has still the contour and soft* 
ness of youth, and something more than a century of growth and disci- 
pline must roll away, ere the heart of the young sovereignty shall beat 
high in the maturity of its vigor, and her bone become hardened, and her 
muscles strong, to execute the purposes of her unconquerable will — and 
then — she shall march ! — Yes, she shall march ! — and her banner shall 
stream daringly over Ocean's wave, and be rent in shreds on many a bat- 
tle-field. 

But there is some one who thinks, or says to himself; " This is extrav- 
agant language for Rhode-Island — a little State." My indulgent hearer, 
whoever you may be, do you know what that word little means, when 
thus applied to a social power — to an integral part of the grand social and 
moral organization of the race ? Do you think that the greatness of a 
State is to be measured by the league or the mile ? Are you really in the 
habit of estimating moral and intellectual greatness by the ton and the 
cord ? Do you weigh ideas in a balance, or measure thoughts by the 
bushel ? If you do, and your method be the true one, you must be deci- 
dedly right, and Rhode-Island is " a little State." But if the intellectual 
and moral be above the material and physical, and if that State be great, 
which actualizes a great central truth or idea — one congenial to the whole 
nature of man — one that must develope itself in a manner consistent with 
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the order of Divine Providence, the great course of events, and leave ever- 
lasting results in humanity — then Rhode-Island is not a little State, but 
one of such vast power as shall leave an ever-enduring impression on man- 
kind. Give but the transcendent Mind — the great Idea, actualized — and 
whether it appear in an individual of the humblest physical conformation, 
or in the organization of a State of the smallest territorial extent, and the 
most limited population, it shall tend to raise all mankind up to its own 
standard, and to assimilate men and nations to itself. The principle of 
the hydrostatic balance has its reality in the mass of humanity, as well 
as in Ocean's flood ; and give but the great fundamental Idea, brought out 
and embodied in the ever-enduring form of a State, and it shall act through 
that form, from generation to generation, on the elements beneath it, until 
it raise the enormous mass up to its own exalted level. 

This, all history proves. The States which have produced the greatest 
effect on mankind, are not those which are of the greatest material 
dimensions ; but, on the contrary, they are States which, though of small 
territorial extent, and often of very limited population, have actualized 
great fundamental truths or ideas. Take Athens, for example ; with a 
ruling population of about twenty thousand, and with a territorial domain 
of about the extent of our own State, what a dominion did she hold, and 
holds she still, over the rising and risen civilizations of the earth ! Bar- 
barism took light from her lamp ; infant Rome organized herself upon the 
basis of her laws ; and surrounding nations were educated at her schools. 
Her ruling idea was given by the aesthetic element of the mind — strong 
in the love of the beautiful — and she carried this grand idea into all her 
social institutions — her religion, her philosophy, her science, her art, and 
into the athletic discipline of her youth. ' It reflected itself from the physi- 
ognomy and physical conformation of her people ; from the statuary of 
her temples, and from her unnumbered monumental" structures. She es- 
tablished an empire of her own, which shall out-last the pyramids — which 
shall be as enduring and as broad as human civilization. She still teaches 
by her example, and rules in the truth of her precepts. 

Take ancient Judea — a State of small domain, and an outcast among 
the civilizations of old. The fundamental idea, or great truth, upon which 
her government was based, and which she carried into all her institutions 
and sacred literature, was the Idea of the Unity of the Divine. What 
an influence has this single idea, as derived from her, had upon all man- 
kind ! You may trace its influence, through history, from her fall to the 
present day. It has brought down with it, to all Christian, to all Mahom- 
etan nations, a knowledge of her institutions, and the influence of her 
laws ; and, regarding Christianity merely in a secular point of view, as 
necessarily springing from her in the order of Divine Providence, what 
a power does she now exert throughout all Christendom ! We can .put 
our eye on nothing to which she has not given modification and form. 
She lives in our laws and institutions — the very current of thought now 
passing through our minds, and every hallowed sentiment by which we 
are now moved, may be traced back to the fundamental truth on which 
her legislator based that little State. 

To say nothing of Tyre, or Carthage, let us take Rome — a single 
municipality, that was called, by the state of the world, to propagate 
her own Idea of Order and Law, among the barbarous nations of the 



24 Judge Dwfetf* 

earth. Borne and the Roman Empire date their origin from the organi- 
zation of the fugitives and outlaws, that were gathered within the narrow 
compass of the trench struck out by the hands of Romulus. Within 
this small space, the roots of an empire; such as the world had never 
before, and has never since seen, were planted; and thence they shot 
forth, assimilating to themselves every thing that they touched. Rome 
went forth in her legion, and did but repeat, on the barbarism of the 
earth, her own great Idea of Order and Law. She everywhere established 
her distinct municipal order — assimilated diverse rude nations to her own • 
civilization, and thus enstamped an everlasting image of herself on the 
race. 

I might name many other Republics, of very limited territorial extent 
and population, but which actualized ideas that transcended the ordinary 
standard of their age, which have performed a noble part in history, and 
left an abiding impression on mankind — I might name the small Italian 
Republics of modern times, and particularly of Venice — that Venice, who, 
with no boast of territorial extent, built her domain in the sea — drove down 
her piles in the Adriatic, and enthroned herself thereon as Ocean's queen. 
But I will not consume your time ; enough has been said to show that we 
must not estimate the capacity and destiny of States by the extent of their 
territory, or the figures of their census — these are but contingent results, 
which may, or may not, justify claims to the honor and gratitude of man- 
kind. But, on the contrary, would you truly determine the genius and 
destiny of a State, ascertain what part — what function in the grand or- 
ganic order of humanity, is hers — what that principle is which has given 
her being, infonned her with its own life, and actualized itself in her 
social and political organization ; and, if that principle gives a Contingent 
and secondary idea—one inferior to the general mind of the age in which 
it is called to act a part, such a State, however large its territory or popula- 
tion, cannot be great — it will ever be little, and will become less and less, 
until it die, and pass out of the system. The order of Divine Providence, 
the course of events, and the progress of the race, are against it. On the 
other hand, if that principle give a great fundamental idea or truth— one 
congenial to the immutable laws of the whole social humanity — one ger- 
minating from the inmost soul of man, and transcending the general mind 
of the age in which it is to take form — such a State cannot be little ; how- 
ever small its beginnings, its destiny is to act a high part in the grand 
course of events, and to become greater and greater in the worlds both of 
matter and mind, until, in the fullness of time, it has reflected its image 
entire, into the bosom of every civilized nation on earth. 

Such was Rhode-Island's Idea, and such was Rhode-Island's destiny, 
(yet to be fulfilled,) the moment she took organization under the Charter 
of 166a. 

Brevity requires that I should now pass from the history of the internal 
action of this idea, in order to take some notice of its external action, and 
of the exhibition it made of itself, in the grand theatre of the world. For 
this purpose, I shall inquire what part Rhode-Island acted in the sister* 
hood, at a memorable period in her and their history ; and we can, thereby, 
the better determine whether there be, or be not, that, in her conduct, 
which will give us confidence in these large promises and exalted hopes. 

We must suppose, then> that from the adoption of her charter, more 
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tban a century of growth and discipline has rolled away, and brought us 
to the verge of the Revolution. 

And where is Rhode-Island now ? — that young sovereignty, so royally 
armed in her Charter, that she seemed like a goddess suddenly shot down 
among wondering mortals, from a celestial sphere. Where is she now 1 
There she stands— one of the banded sisterhood — among the foremost, if 
not the very foremost of the Thirteen. But on whom does she flash the 
lightnings of that well-burnished helmet and shield, and level that glitter- 
ing lance with the aim of her yet more glittering eye ? It is on " the 
Mother Nation" — on Parent England! What cause has she for this 
hostile attitude, and most unfilial ire ? Is not her Eden Isle still the resort 
of England's gentry? and what favor has been denied her? Or what 
decision, on the numerous controversies between her and her sister colo- 
nies, has indicated a single unkind feeling in Mother England's breast % 
Why, then, does she now band with those Sisters, and raise the hostile 
lance against England's protecting arm ? Ah ! she has come on a great 
mission ; not sent by England, but by England's Lord ; and she is here, 
in obedience thereto, to perform her part in a great movement of the pro- 
gressive humanity. She felt her own Idea of Liberty and Law threat- 
ened in the wrongs inflicted on her Sisters ; and, oblivious of the past, she 
stands here, banded with them, in vindication of her Idea. She has, 
moreover, assimilated them to herself. She has conquered by her exam- 
ple. They have adopted, or are adopting, her own just Idea of Govern- 
ment ; and to defend it, has become the common duty of all. 

But let us come out of allegory, into plain, matter-of-fact history, 
that spurns all embellishment;. Rhode-Island, according to her high 
promise, should take a foremost part in this great movement, both in 
counsel and in action ; and now, let us see whether she disappoints our 
expectations. 

Do not understand that I mean to give even a general historical outline 
of her services and sufferings : I propose merely to name some prominent 
facts. But in order that these should be duly appreciated, it is necessary 
to state, that Rhode-Island, at the commencement of our struggle with 
Great Britain, did not contain a population of more than fifty thousand, of 
which, probably, one-fifth part was on the islands of the bay and coast ; 
and these were in the occupation of the enemy, for nearly three years of 
the war ; — that the State Treasury was already exhausted, and largely in 
debt, by reason of the expenses incurred during the French war ; — that 
she was extensively engaged in commerce, to which her beautiful bay and 
harbors invited her enterprising people, at the same time that they ex- 
posed them to the depredations of a naval power. Now, under all these 
disadvantages, in what was it that Rhode-Island was foremost ? Doubt- 
less, each of the Thirteen may claim to be foremost in some things ; but I 
speak only of those first steps, which manifested great daring, or were 
followed by great results. In what great movements, then, bearing this 
impress, was she first ? # 

She was the first to direct her officers to disregard the Stamp Act, and 
to assure them indemnity for doing so. 

* See the Annals of Providence. 
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She was the first to recommend the permanent establishment of a Con- 
tinental Congress, with a closer union among the colonies. 

She was among the first to adopt the Articles of Confederation, and it 
ma j be added, the last to abandon them. 

She was the first to brave royalty in arms. 

Great Britain was not then here, as at Boston, with her land forces in 
the field, but with her marine — behind her wooden walls— on the flood ; 
and before the casting of the three hundred and forty-two chests of tea — 
the East India Company's property — into the harbor of Boston, and be- 
fore the battle of Lexington, men of Newport had sunk His Majesty's 
armed sloop Liberty ; and men of Providence — after receiving, and return- 
ing with effect, the first shots fired in the Revolution — sent up the Gaspee 
in flames. 

She was the first to enact and declare Independence. 

In May, preceding the declaration of the Fourth of July by the Conti- 
nental Congress, the General Assembly of this State repealed the act 
more effectually to secure allegiance to the King, and exacted an oath of 
allegiance to the State, and required that all judicial process should be in 
the name of the State, and no longer in His Majesty's name ; whereby 
Rhode-Island, from that moment, became, and is at this day, the oldest 
sovereign and independent State in the Western World. 

She was the first to establish a naval armament of her own ; and here, 
on the waters of her own Narragansett, was discharged, from it, the first 
cannon fired in the Revolution, at any part of His Majesty's navy. 

She was the first to recommend to Congress the establishment of a 
Continental Navy. The recommendation was favorably received, and 
measures were adopted to carry it into effect ; and when that navy was 
constructed, she gave to it its first Commodore, or Commander-in-chief — 
Esek Hopkins, of North Providence. She furnished three captains, and 
seven lieutenants, they being more than three quarters of the commis- 
sioned officers for the four large ships, and, probably, the like proportion 
of officers for the four smaller craft. Under this command, the first Con- 
tinental fleet— the germ of our present navy — consisting of eight sail, 
proceeded to New Providence, surprised that place, took the forts, made 
prisoners of the Governor and other distinguished persons, and seizing all 
the cannon and military stores found there, brought them safely into port, 
as a handsome contribution to the service of the American army. On our 
alliance with France, this armament gave place to the French navy. 

But this was not the only kind of naval warfare adopted. The har- 
bors of our State swarmed with armed vessels. Our merchants con- 
structed privateers, or armed ships already on hand, and our sailors man- 
ned them, and in spite of the utmost vigilance of the British cruisers, 
they escaped to the Ocean, and were wonderfully successful. British prop- 
erty, to an immense amount, was brought into port, by which the wants 
of the people and army were supplied ; thus producing a double effect — 
invigorating their country, and enervating her foe. A questionable mode 
of warfare this, it may be said ; and so it may be said, that every mode 
of warfare is equally questionable. Nothing but the direst necessity can, 
in any case, excuse war ; but our ancestors seem to have thought that, 
when once the war was commenced, the shortest way, to conquer peace, 
and secure their independence, was the best ; and believing that the sen- 



Historical Discourse. 27 

sorium of the enemy might be found in his puree, they struck at that, and 
not without tremendous effect. At any rate, in this business, it must be 
conceded, that Rhode-Island was foremost In fact, this port, here at the 
head of the bay, so swarmed with this terrible species of insect war-craft, 
that the enemy called it " the Hornet's Nest."* 

But whilst she was thus engaged in carrying war over the Ocean, she 
was not behind her Sisters in carrying it over the land. She raised two 
regiments at the commencement of the war — twelve hundred regular 
troops — she furnished her quota to the Continental Line, throughout the 
war. In addition to these, from the sixteenth of December, '76, to the 
sixteenth of March, '80, she kept three State regiments on foot, enlisted 
for the State or Continental service, as occasion might require. They 
were received as a part of the Continental establishment, and one of them, 
at least, was in the Continental service under Washington. 

To characterize the Rhode-Island officers who served in that war, it 
will suffice to name a few of them. 

There was General Greene, second only to Washington ; perhaps his 
equal in the field. There was Hitchcock and Varnum, distinguished 
members of the bar, who did honor to the profession of arms. Hitch- 
cock commanded a brigade, consisting of five regiments — two from Mas- 
sachusetts, and three from Rhode Island — at the battles of Trenton and 
Princeton ; and " for his signal gallantry received the special thanks of 
Washington, in front of the college at Princeton, and which he was 
requested to present to the brigade he had so ably commanded."! Var- 
num commanded a division of Washington's army on the Delaware; 
which included within it, the garrisons of Fort Mifflin, and Fort Mercer 
or Red-Bank. There were, also, Col. Christopher Greene, Col. Jeremiah 
Olney, Col. Lippett — I merely give their names — Major Thayer, the true 
hero of Fort Mifflin ; Talbut, that amphibious Major, sometimes on the 
deep in some small craft, boarding His Majesty's galley, (the Pigot,) — 
sometimes on land, driving at once into camp, three or four Rritish sol- 
diers, whom he, alone, had captured — many were his daring adventures 
and hair-breadth escapes — General Barton, the captor of Prescot, and 
Capt. Olney, the foremost in storming the first battery taken at Yorktown. 
Many others might be named; but what a host of recollections rise in 
the mind, on the bare mention of these ! 

As to the services of our troops in the Continental line, it is sufficient 
to say that they were engaged in every great battle fought under Wash- 
ington during the war; and there are instances in which they sustained 
the whole shock of the enemy; as at Springfield, and at Red-Bank, 
where twelve hundred Hessians were repulsed with great slaughter, by the 
five hundred Rhode-Island men there, under the command of Col. Greene. 
These, together with the State regiments, were with Sullivan in his expe- 
dition against the enemy at Newport, and were, it is believed, the rear 
guard of the retreating army. The battle on Quaker Hill has never been 
appropriately noticed in history. " It was the best fought action during 

* For this fact, I am indebted to the venerable Wm. Wilkinson. 

f See the letter of Mr. J. Howland, the venerable President of the Rhode-Island Historical 
Society, as quoted by Mr. Updike, in bis " Memoirs of the Rhode-Island Bar," p. 148. 
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the Revolutionary War."* I use the language of Lafayette. There it 
was, that this rear guard checked the pursuing forces of Britain, and sus- 
tained an orderly retreat ; there it was, that our black regiment, with their 
cocked hats, and black plumes tipped with white, moving with charged 
bayonets as a single man, twice or thrice rushed on the banded force of 
British and Hessians, and as often drove them from the ground, f The 
estimation in which the Rhode-Island regiments were held, both by the 
Commander-in-chief, and the Continental Army, may be shown by a short 
conversation between Washington and Col. Olney. There was some dis- 
turbance in the Rhode-Island line, and Washington, riding up to Olney's 
quarters, said, in a state of excitement not usual for him, " Col. Olney ! 
what means this continued disturbance among the Rhode-Island troops 1 — 
they give me more trouble than all the rest of the army." " I am sorry for 
it," said Olney, composedly. " But, General, that is just what the enemy 
say of them." A smile lit up the face of Washington, and the cloud 
passed from his brow. The freedom of this reply could have been war- 
ranted by nothing, but the known estimation in which the Rhode-Island 
troops were held, both by Washington and his army. 

For nearly three years, during the time that Rhode-Island was making 
these efforts, the territory occupied by one-fifth part of her inhabitants, 
was, as I have said, in possession of the enemy, and one-half of the 
remaining portion of her people may be said to have slept within range of 
his naval cannon. The shores were guarded ; artillery companies were 
stationed in every town bordering on the bay ; the militia were constantly 
either under arms to repel assaults, or ready at a moment's warning, for 
that purpose ; and in Sullivan's expedition, they were called out in mass. 
Such were the trials through which she passed, and such the efforts which 
she made, that on the return of peace, both State and people were utterly 
bankrupt. All the property within the State, both real and personal, 
would not have paid the debts of either. The subsequent laws, making 
paper money a tender, were, in fact, bankrupt acts. Massachusetts, by 
not adopting this course, forced the oppressed debtors into a resistance of 
the execution of her laws, and finally into rebellion and civil war. I say 
not which was the better course. It was, in fact, a choice between great 
and unavoidable evils ; but the course of each State was perfectly char- 
acteristic. Rhode-Island dissolved the contract, and saved the debtor ; 
Massachusetts saved the contract, and ruined the debtor. In Rhode-Isl- 
and, Mercy triumphed over Justice ; in Massachusetts, Justice triumphed 
over Mercy. 

Such was' the conduct of Rhode-Island, that young sovereignty, when 
called upon to act out of herself, and upon the world around her. And 
has she fallen, in anything, short of the high promise given* by her funda- 
mental Idea 1 Have our expectations been in any degree disappointed ? 
Is she not, thus far, first among the foremost, in the great cause of Lib- 
erty and Law? In this struggle, she has acted under the liberty element 
of her Idea, and it has triumphed over illegal force. 

But she is now called to another trial, in which the Law element, by 
force of circumstances, is destined to predominate. She is called to adopt 
a new constitution, prepared by the Sisterhood for themselves and her ; and 

* Annals of Providence, p. 256. f Tradition. 
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she shrinks from it, as repugnant to her Idea of Government; She had 
been the first to propose the permanent establishment of a Continental 
Congress. She had been among the first to adopt the Articles of Confed- 
eration under which it was held, and she was now to be the last to aban- 
don them. She had ever felt and acted as a sovereignty, even under 
England ; and every freeman in the State felt her sovereignty and glory 
to be his own. His own individuality — his own conscious being was 
identified with her Idea, and he lived, moved, and breathed, as if he were 
one and identical with her, or she one and identical with him. Under the 
old confederation, this sovereignty would have been continued, and with it, 
the same free individuality — the same glorious conceptions of Liberty and 
Law that had come down from of old. But under the new Constitution 
— u through what new scenes and changes must she pass — through what 
variety of untried being," under constraint and limitation to which she had 
hitherto been a stranger— exposed, perchance, to the annoyance of a new 
brood of States, or States, at least, that shared not in her sympathies, and 
which might become hostile for imputed political, if not religious heresies 
— she paused — she hesitated.— If her Sisters, with something of their 
Church and State Ideas still clinging to them, and with their royal Gov- 
ernors just cast off — could put on this straight jacket — why let them do it 
— it might be natural enough for them — but she would hold to the old 
Confederation whilst she could — she could use her arms and her hands 
under that ; but under this, they would be tied down ; and she must pass 
her helmet and shield and lance into other hands, and trust them for the 
defense of her own glorious Idea — she determined to cling to the confed- 
eration — and who can blame her ? I do not — and she did cling to it, until 
she stood alone, and was obliged to abandon it. 

If Rhode-Island lost something of the freedom of her sovereignty, by 
the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, it must be admitted 
that she gained much, by the new position into which she was brought 
with her Sister States. She, in fact, acquired a new stand-point, and 
vantage ground, from which the influence of her Idea of Government, and 
of her enterprising and inventive genius has been transmitted, and is con- 
tinually passing, into every portion of the Union. The Constitution of 
the United States, itself, had adopted her own original Idea — indeed, with- 
out it, as I have said, it could not have been established ; and whatever 
remnant there was of old Church and State Ideas, has, under its influence, 
long since passed away. In the Constitution and Government of the 
Union, her own conceptions of Liberty and Law, have been conspicu- 
ously exemplified to the nations of the earth ; and have produced, and are 
still producing, on them their legitimate and necessary effects. 

From this new vantage ground, she has made her enterprising and 
original genius more sensibly felt by all. Having cast aside her shield 
and her lance, Minerva-like, she turned to the spindle and the loom. 
Without abandoning Agriculture or Commerce, she gave her attention 
to the Manufacturing Arts. The first cotton, spun by water, in the 
United States, was spun in North Providence. The first calico printed in 
America, was printed in East Greenwich. It was from these beginnings 
that the cotton manufacturing business of this country sprung, and soon 
came to give a most important direction to the legislation and policy of 
the Union. It was in 1816, that the manufacturing interest, chiefly of 
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this State, presented to Congress the great question of protection to Amer- 
ican industry, in the most effective form. And from that time to the 
present, it has been a question upon which the policy of the Government 
has turned, and, in reference to which, administrations have been estab- 
lished and. displaced, as this or that party prevailed. 

But she has given occasion to a question more important still — a ques- 
tion touching her own original conception of regulated liberty — a question, 
however, which she settled for herself, by direct legislative enactment, and 
almost by judicial decision, nearly two centuries ago; but which now 
comes back upon her, by reason of the new relations and immature influ- 
ences into which she is brought. I allude to that question which has 
grown out of events too recent for a particular discussion here, and at 
this time, but which I mention, because it forms a necessary part of the 
History of her Idea of Government. It is a question, which, when raised 
under the Constitution of the United States, it was well should be first 
raised and decided here, in a State which has been so long accustomed to 
preserve a due equipoise between Liberty and Law ; and be, then, pre- 
sented to those States, who are yet vernal in the enjoyment of that Lib- 
erty which has been so long her own. Upon their ultimate decision of 
this great question, may turn the destinies of this Nation. Yet if Rhode- 
Island continue true to her own just conceptions of government, we need 
not despair of the final re-organization, even of the elements of anarchy 
and misrule. By force of her own example, shall she restore them to 
order. The future is big with fates, in which she may be called to enact 
a higher part than any that has yet been hers. Let her gird herself for 
the coming crisis, whatever it may be. Let her recollect her glorious 
Past, and stand firm in her own transcendent Idea, and she shall, by that 
simple act, bring the social elements around her, even out of anarchy, into 
Order and Law. 

We have thus reviewed the history of Rhode-Island's Idea of Govern- 
ment — of its internal development, and of its external action ; and I now 
ask you, fellow-citizens, all, whether there be not that in its history, which 
is well worthy of our admiration ; and that in it, which is still big with 
destinies glorious and honorable 1 Shall the records which give this his- 
tory still lie unknown and neglected in the cabinet of this Society, for the 
want of funds for their publication ? Will you leave one respected citizen 
to stand alone in generous contribution to this great cause ? — I ask ye, 
men and women of Rhode-Island ! — for all may share in the noble effort to 
rescue the history of an honored ancestry from oblivion — I ask ye, will 
you allow the world longer to remain in ignorance of their names, their 
virtues, their deeds, their labors, and their sufferings in the great cause of 
regulated liberty ? Aye, what is tenfold worse, will you suffer your chil- 
dren to imbibe their knowledge of their forefathers, from the libelous 
accounts of them given by the Hubbards, the Mortons, the Mathers, and 
their copyists ? Will you allow their minds, in the germ of existence, to 
become contaminated with such exaggerations, and perversions of truth, 
and inspired with contempt for their progenitors, and for that State to 
which their forefathers' just conceptions of government gave birth ? Citi- 
zens ! — be ye native or adopted, I invite ye to come out from all minor asso- 
ciations for the coercive development of minor ideas, and adopt the one great 
idea of your State, which gives center to them all, and, by hastening it 
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onward to its natural developments, you shall realize your fondest hopes. 
Let us form ourselves into one great association for the accomplishment of 
this end. Let the grand plan be, at once, struck out by a legislative enact- 
ment, making immediate, and providing for future appropriations ; let the 
present generation begin this work, and let succeeding ones, through all 
time, go on to fill up and perfect it. Let us begin, and let our posterity 
proceed, to construct a monumental history that shall, on every hill, and 
in every vale— consecrated by tradition to some memorable event, or to 
the memory of the worthy dead — reveal to our own eyes, to the eyes of 
our children, and to the admiration of the stranger, something of Rhode- 
Island's glorious Past. Let us forthwith begin, and let posterity go on, 
to publish a documentary history of the State — a history that needs but 
to be revealed, and truly known, in order to be honored and respected by 
every human being capable of appreciating heroic worth. Let a history 
be provided far your schools, that shall teach childhood to love our institu- 
tions, and reverence the memory of its ancestry ; and let myth and legend 
conspire with history, truly to illustrate the character and genius of ages 
gone by, and make Rhode-Island, all one classic ground. Let a literary and 
scientific periodical be established, that shall breathe the true Rhode-Island 
spirit — defend her institutions, her character, the memory of her honored 
dead, from defamation, be it of the past or present time — and thus invite and 
concentrate the efforts of Rhode-Island talent and genius, wherever they 
may be found. Let us encourage and patronize our literary institutions 
of all kinds, from the common school, to the college — they are all equally 
necessary to make the Rhode-Island Mind what it must be, before it can 
fulfill its high destinies. Let this, or other more hopeful plan, be forth- 
with projected by legislative enactment ; and be held up to the public 
mind, for present and future execution, and we shall realize by anticipa- 
tion, even in the present age, many of the effects of its final accomplish- 
ment. It will fix in the common mind of the State, an idea of its own 
perpetuity, and incite it to one continuous effort to realize its loftiest hopes. 
If Rhode-Island can not live over great space, she can live over much 
time— past, present, and to come — and it is the peculiar duty of states- 
men to keep this idea of her perpetuity constantly in the mind of all. 



Legislators of Rhode-Island!* 

The State which you represent, is not an institution for a day, but one 
for all time. Generation after generation passes away, but the State 
endures. The same organic people still remains ; the places of those who 
pass off are filled" by those who come ; and the same sovereignty still 
lives on and on, without end. Every particle of the human body is said 
to pass off out of the system, once in seven years ; yet the same organic 
form still continues here to act its part — to be rewarded for its good, and 
punished for its evil deeds. It is just so with that body which con- 
stitutes the State. The organized people continues ever the same. The 
individuals which compose it, are its ever-coming and ever-fleeting par- 

* The members of the General Assembly, then in session at Providence, were invited to 
~ at the delivery of this discourse ; and most of them, it is believed, were present 
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tides, animated within it for a time, and then passing off to be seen no 
more : but unlike our own frail structures, it is qualified to endure through 
all time, and, therefore, in all that is done, this idea of its perpetuity 
should be ever kept before it. A great object is accomplished, when 
once a people is fully impressed with this idea ; it almost secures the im- 
mortality of which you thus oblige it constantly to think. One great 
curse of all popular institutions has ever been, a resort to paltry, tempo- 
rary expedients — to legislation that looks only to the day, or the petty 
requirements of the present. But once impress the people with the idea 
of its own perpetuity, and induce it to act thereon, and you change its 
character — you humanize it — you make it a being " of large discourse, 
that looks before and after." Once ingraft this idea upon the minds of 
the people of this State, and they will live in it— they will love it. They 
have now a boundless future before them, but "shadows, clouds, and 
darkness rest upon it." Vague and indefinite hopes they indeed cherish, 
but they can not anticipate what is to be realized. Strike out, then, the 
grand plan for the future — give some distinctness to the object of the 
State's high aim — to the elevated stand, in distant ages, to which she 
aspires — and, even now, they shall live in that future, just as they already 
live in the past. They will enjoy it by anticipation, and cheerfully urga 
the State on to that high destiny, which the God of Man and Nature 
designed should be hers. 



NOTE. 
I can not refrain from repeating the acknowledgment of my obligations to the author of the 
" Annals of Providence," for many valuable facts and suggestions, personally communicated, 
tti which I have availed myself in the preparation of this discourse. Nor can I forget my 
obligations to the venerable Wm. Wilkinson, whose memory, at his present very advanced age, 
of the events of the Revolution, seems to be as perfect as if they were the occurrences of 
yesterday. J. D 
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INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION. 

VoL H. PROVIDENCE, August 2 & 15, 1847. tfos. 2 & 3. 

CAUSES OF THE NEGLECT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN RHODE-ISLAND. 

[ Having called the attention of our readers to the absence in 
Judge Durfee's review of the civil polity of Rhode Island, of the 
element of public schools, we very readily give place to the fol- 
lowing article, which appeared originally in the Rhode Island 
Temperance Pledge. The signature and the style would indi- 
cate its author to be an associate of Judge Durfee on the bench 
of the Supreme Court.] 

"Too much honor cannot be given to the first settlers of New 
England generally, for their early attention to the cause of public 
education. The governments of Plymouth, in Massachusetts, 
and Hartford and New Haven, very soon after their establish- 
ment, assumed the education of children as one of the legitimate 
objects of their care. Every village was obliged to maintain its 
school, and the whole mass, by voluntary offerings and contribu- 
tions, aided in the endowment of the higher literary institutions. 
All these were considered as auxiliaries to the Church. The im- 
mediate oversight and general charge of them, was in the hands 
of the clergy. Their talents and acquirements entitled them to 
the preference, and the influence which they exerted over eve- 
ry part of the community, insured it to them. 

The principal object of the settlers of these colonies, was to 
enjoy a purer form of worship than the laws of their land tolera- 
ted. They, doubtless, thought they had attained it. They en- 
deavored to sustain its purity by the power of the civil ijiagis- 
trate. Far from relying on influence and authority which lives 
spent in accordance with their professions, would exercise on 
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those who differed from them, they pursued the easier beaten 
track, and reformed the schismatic by threats, or cut him off with 
the sword of the magistrate. Pursuing this mode of preserving 
purity in religion by legal enactment and corporeal punishment, 
every step that the child took in its learning was made to have 
a tendency to secure uniformity in doctrine and practice. The 
community required this, and the guardians of the institutions 
were quite willing to enforce it. Science, which should ever be 
the handmaid of religion, in these establishments was degraded 
to the bond-slave of sectarianism. The parish Church and the 
district school, instead of being allies, were united in unholy 
wedlock. The latter was made and was designed to be merely 
the nursery of the other. The great design of the higher lite- 
rary institutions was to fit men for the ministry. All learning 
which would not subserve this purpose was lightly esteemed. 

It is not intended by these remarks to censure the men, who, 
for this object, and in this manner, favored public education. — 
With their views of religion, with their opinions of the purity 
of the Church establishment, they could not consistently have 
acted differently. Believing that the safety, nay, the very exist- 
ence of their Commonwealth, depended upon an exact uniform- 
ity in religious belief, as good patriots, they could not have done 
less than they did. And believing that their peculiar doctrines 
and ceremonies were identified with those received in the primi- 
tive Church, and were not merely the only true ones, but the on- 
ly safe ones for mankind to adopt, as Christians they were bound 
to urge the adoption of them by all men. That they erred in 
the means pursued, it is presumed, will not at this day be denied, 
and it is from this error, that it is intended to find palliation for 
the neglect of education in Rhode-Island. 

The first settlers of this State had felt, in their estates and 
persons, the evils resulting to conscientious men from laws re- 
quiring uniformity in religious opinions. Preferring to obey God 
rather than man, to sacrifice present comfort, for a good con- 
science, they had removed beyond the jurisdiction of the other 
colonies. Smarting under the penal laws of these governments, 
they sought to establish one which should punish, not for opin- 
ions merely, but for those acts, which disturb the public peace, 
without any regard to the origin of those acts. Strict Inde- 
pendents in their views of Church government, they aimed to 
avoid every approach towards either Episcopacy or Presbyterian- 
ism. Most of them, soon after the settlement, if not at the very 
first, believed that a Christian Church consisted of adult profess- 
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ors, wherever residing ; such as from the convictions of truth 
and their own expressed consent, united themselves together 
They repudiated the idea of a parish Church, extending to cer- 
tain territorial limits, and embracing all persons residing within 
them. They had seen the district school, from an ally of true 
religion, made the bond slave of the Parish Church ; and deny- 
ing the latter, by a course equally erroneous with that pursued 
by the neighboring governments, they neglected to foster and 
encourage the former. They had been taught to believe, or at 
least, induced to fear, that the one was dependent on the other. 
The fruit being evil, they condemned the tree, without stopping 
to ascertain, what, in reality was the fact, that the fruit was cor- 
rupted after it fell from the tree. 

With regard to the higher institutions of learning, thgy had 
been made equally obnoxious to them. They regarded them as 
fountains of error, as schools where only a false philosophy was 
taught. They had heard them mostly extolled as furnishing the 
means of education, necessary for the minister of the Gospel. 
Both in Old England and in New, they had experienced no gen- 
tle treatment, from the hands of an educated priesthood. It was 
but a short step for men exasperated as they were, to believe 
that that which had been held out as useful, was in itself abso- 
lutely necessary, to constitute a minister, and that human learn- 
ing made the kind of ministers with which they had to deal. 
They overlooked the distinction between the right use and the 
abuse of learning, and for its abuse, neglected its cultivation. 
It surely may be permitted their descendants to palliate their 
errors, to set forth the reasons which must have influenced them. 
In avoiding one extreme they had felt to be injurious, they have 
left their posterity great cause to lament that they fell into the 
other. 

The prejudice against learning, was too deeply seated to be 
easily or speedily removed. It was in fact rather increased by 
the influx of the early Quakers into the colony. This was their 
city of refuge. Many of their early testimonies were directed 
against the priesthood of the day, and many severe things were 
said and written by them on this subject, with truth. This, no 
doubt, revived the slumbering prejudices of the first settlers, and 
kept alive their resentment against a learned clergy. The perse- 
cuting spirit which they possessed, was, by a kind of false rea- 
soning, attributed to their learning. Early Quakers also decried 
human learning as tending to call off the mind from what should 
be the highest object of its attention and regard. More recently 
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this sect has adopted a more correct view of the matter \ distin- 
guishing between the use and the abuse of learning. 

The early Baptists promulgated the same erroneous opinions, 
but they retraced their steps at an earlier period. These two 
sects made up a large majority of the Colony, and to their 
united influence must be mainly attributed the want of an es- 
tablishment of Public Schools by law. 

Another peculiarity in the situation of Rhode Island should 
also be borne in mind. Under the first Charter, the Colony was 
little more than a confederation of independent States. The 
second Charter united them more firmly, but still the early inde- 
pendence of the several towns is not entirely lost sight of. Un- 
der neither of these Charters, did the colonial government ac- 
quire title to any land. What was vested before the grant of 
any Charter, in the separate settlements embraced in the Confed- 
eration. They resembled the corporations and companies of the 
present day, associated for pecuniary purposes ; present personal 
safety and perhaps ultimate pecuniary gain, being their chief ob- 
jects. From such associations it would be in vain to look for 
much encouragement to learning. The colony by purchase of the 
natives, did, at one time possess some tracts of land in the Narra- 
gansett country. They would by no means compare with those 
vast tracts from the sale of which other States have, in a great 
measure, raised their School funds. But even these tracts they 
were compelled to dispose of not long after the purchase, to such 
individuals as would defend their right to the jurisdiction over 
them, against the pretensions of neighboring Colonies. It was a 
kind of forced sale, yielding little to the public treasury. So far 
from receiving from this, or any other source, the means of sup- 
porting public schools, almost all the expenses of government 
from its establishment, have been raised by dry taxation on the 
inhabitants. How this circumstance would have affected the 
zeal of her neighbors in the cause of education, can only be 
surmised. 

Again, the Colony of Rhode-Island had a great and' important 
duty to discharge. To them, seems to have been intrusted by 
Heaven, the cause of God. They were the standard bearer in 
the glorious cause of religious liberty. They were called to be 
a distinct and separate people. With this duty upon them, they 
could not coalesce with the neighboring colonies. They could 
not rely on them for aid and assistance. Their seal and their 
motto, is descriptive of their situation. In whom but in God, 
could they hope ? Standing thus alone and for such a high pur- 
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pose, they had greater difficulties to overcome than the other 
Colonies, and they had to meet every difficulty and expense, sin- 
gle handed. The consequence was, that the expenditures of the 
Colony, drawn, as we have before stated, from dry taxation, far 
exceeded those of any other colony, in proportion to extent and 
population. The means of supporting schools were thus dimin- 
ished, and the great and main object of their settlement en- 
grossed their attention. To maintain and secure that, required 
constant and unremitting attention. 

These, it is suggested, are some of the causes why the soil of 
Rhode-Island, has never seemed peculiarly favorable to schools 
and institutions of learning. In view of them, we should not 
deny, but glory in the fact. If the spirit of learning has not so 
much prevailed, the spirit of Christianity has more — if we have 
not been the most educated, we have been the most free. 

S. 



ORIGIN AND REPEAL OF THE SCHOOL ACT OF 1800. 
The following account of the origination and repeal of the 
first school act of this State, is taken from a communication by 
John Howland, Esq., to the Providence Daily Journal of June 
10, 1842. 

The subject of public schools was agitated and discussed among the members, of 
the Providence Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers in the year 1798 ; 
and at their quarterly meeting on the second Monday in January, 1799, it was de- 
termined to present a memorial to the General Assembly, requesting them to pass 
an act to make the legal provisions for the establishment of public schools sufficient 
to educate all the children in the several towns throughout the State. Here it will 
be necessary to mention, that the members of the Association, or any other per- 
sons, never doubted the power or right of any town to establish public schools and 
to defray the expenses by a town tax; but the purpose of addressing the Legisla- 
ture was? to call them to a sense of their duty in favoring the cause of instruction, 
either by assessing some penalty, or granting some special privilege to those towns 
that should adopt the system. So far as the town of Providence was concerned, 
we should have established public schools here, if the General Assembly had de- 
clined acting on the subject. We wanted no law. of the State to grant us any 
power. We knew we already possessed sufficient, and when the subject had been 
spread before the community in the public paper, by several members of the so- 
ciety, and others who were induced to write in its favor, our whole population, 
with but few exceptions, were in favor of the measure. And, in this connection, 
all due eredit ought to be given to most of those gentlemen whn possessed the 
largest property, and who would be held to contribute most to the expense, for 
their exertions in its favor. Mr. John Brown and Mr. John Innes Clarke, who 
paid the largest taxes, were zealous in the cause. 

The memorial and petition of the Association was favorably received, and the 
Attorney General (BurrilJ) was appointed to present a bill at the next session. 
The bill was drawn in Mr. Burrill's office, in this city, where two members of the 
Hociety, by invitation of Mr. Burrill, were present in consultation. Mr. George 
Burrill was the scribe. The bill was presented at the next session, and referred 
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to the several towns for them to instruct their Representatives respecting its past- 
ing into a law. Most of the towns paid no attention to it by way of instructions ; 
other towns instructed their members to advocate its passage. Mr. Mowry, an 
able Representative from Smithfield, strongly advocated its adoption in a well 
written speech, which was published in the Gazette. The bill passed in the lower 
House, but was laid over in the Senate. The election was approaching in which 
Lieut. Gov. Potter and two other members of the Senate lost their elections. The 
new Lieut. Governor and two Senators, in favor of the bill, took their places. At 
the next session holden in Providence, Mr. Joel Me teal f and the 'subscriber went 
to the Senate Chamber to request the school bill to be called up. Mr. John I. 
Clarke, the Senator from Providence, arose from his seat and came to us. We 
stated to him the purpose of our coming, and he assured us that he would call up 
the bill at the commencement of the afternoon session. When the afternoon ses- 
sion had been some little time convened, Mr Metcalf and myself entered the Senate 
room, and Mr. Clarke immediately came to us and said the school bill had just 
passed. " Was there any opposition f " "No. Not a word said." We retired, 
to tell the pleasing result. After the act had been in force nearly a year and a 
half, and when Smithfield, North Providence, West Greenwich, and other towns 
were taking the proper measures in accordance with it, the act was suddenly, and 
without time for debate, repealed. The repeal of the act of the State had no ef- 
fect on the school system in Providence. That existed, and has received the in- 
creasing support and patronage of our citizens to the present time. 



CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN RHODE-ISLAND IN 1888. 
The following summary of the state of Education in Rhode- 
Island in 1828, is taken from the Rhode-Island American and 
Gazette of January 16, 1828. 

" Schools are now kept up in our country towns at a very considerable expense 
to the people ; an expense much greater than would be required of them should 
they raise an equal amount with the sum they would be entitled to receive from 
the treasury, under the proposed act for establishing free schools. To shew this, 
we refer to the following statement, gathered from the representatives of the towns 
named, the general correctness of which may be relied on, though the statement 
is not as full as could be wished. In 1821, a committee appointed on the state of 
education, collected from most of the towns the exact account of the number of 
school-houses, schools, &c, in each town. Their report was never made to the 
legislature, and the information is not to be found on file. In order to supply this 
defect, as far as possible, we have applied to the several representatives, and now 
give the result, with the exception of Providence, which is abundantly provided 
with schools. 

Newport. — One free school, with about 200 scholars : 42 private schools, having 
about 1100 scholars. These schools are supported winter and summer. Inhabi- 
tants, 7,319. 

West Greenwich. — Two school-houses, built by subscription. Eleven schools 
are regularly kept about three months in the winter; three of which are continued 
nearly the year round. Inhabitants, 1927. 

Richmond. — Two school houses, in which schools are kept a part of each season 
— also a well attended Sunday school. Inhabitants, 1423. 

Hopkinton. — Nine school houses, in three of which — in the vicinity of factories 
— schools are kept through the year — the others in the winter, lnhab. 1821. 

Jiortk Kingstown. — The El am Academy, and one private school in Wickford. — 
There is but one school house in the town, near Wm. Reynold's factory — in all 
six schools, three of which are kept winter and summer. Inhab. 3,007. 

Exeter. — Three school houses in which winter schools are kept — no other schools 
in the town, lnhab. 2,581. 

East Greenwich. — Academy, and one private school house in the village, kept 
year round : four in other parts of the town — in all, six school houses. Seven 
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schools are kept in the winter, and three or four women's schools in the summer. 
Inhab. 1,519. 

Johnston. — Five school houses : six or seven schools are kept in the winter, and 
two or three in the summer. Inhab. 1,542. 

Charlestown. — One school house : from five to seven schools in the winter, and 
three in the summer. Inhab. 1,160. 

Coventry. — Ten school houses : fourteen schools in winter, and seven in sum- 
mer. Inhab. 3,139. 

Portsmouth — Four school houses, in which schools are kept pretty regularly in 
winter, and in one or two in summer. Inhab. 1,645. 

Foster. — Fifteen school houses — all open in the winter season, and most of them 
in summer. Inhab. 2,000. 

North Providence. — Seven school houses — an academy, and four other schools 
in Pawtucket, two men's and three women's, kept most of the year — in all, eleven 
schools in the town, most of them kept open but a part of the year. Inhab. 2,420. 

Cranston — Is divided into eleven districts, and has eleven school houses, though 
schools are not regularly kept in all. There are five other schools — in all, sixteen 
schools, but a small part kept through the year. Inhab. 2,274. 

Middletovm — Five school houses, in which are schools regularly in winter, and 
irregularly in summer. Inhab. 949. 

Warwick. — Seven school houses, in which are kept men's schools, besides two 
or three others: six women's schools in winter and summer— in all, sixteen schools. 
Inhab. 3,643. 

Smithfield — Has thirteen school houses. Two of these are well conducted acad- 
emies, kept the year round, at Woonsocket and Slatersville, two flourishing man- 
ufacturing villages. There is also a private school at Woonsocket. Two school 
houses on the east road, four on the Worcester road — one Sayles' hill — one in An- 
gela's neighborhood — one, Louisquisset turnpike, of brick, and one near R. Mo wry. 
Besides schools regularly kept in these places, there are five others — in all nine- 
teen schools. Inhab. 4,678. 

Cumberland — Is divided into districts, and has thirteen school houses— schools 
regularly kept and well attended in all. Inhab. 2,653. 

Burrilville. — Eleven school houses — schools in all in the winter, averaging forty 
scholars each — one kept the year round. There are four or five private schools in 
summer. Inhab. 2,164. 

Seituate. — Five school houses. There are probably some sot her chojls in the 
town ; but a correct statement could not be obtained. Inhab. 2,834. 

Gloeester. — Eleven school houses, and about fifteen schools in the town in win- 
ter. Inhab. 2,504. 

Jamestown— Three school houses, schools kept in but two in winter. Inhab. 448. 

Barrington. — Three school houses — schools kept winter and summer. Inhab. 
634. 

Little Compton. — Eight school houses open in winter, and most all in summer. 
Inhab. 1,580. 

Westerly. — Six school houses open the year round, limited to thirty scholars 
each. There are two academies, one at Pawcatuck, a manufacturing village, kept 
the year round— in all, eight schools. Inhab. 1,972. 

Bristol.— Four school houses, one of which is an academy, with two schools in 
it. There are five men's schools in winter, and seven women's schools through the 
year. The town appropriates about $350 annually for support of schools, arising 
from the rent of market, licences, and some land given for that purpose. Inhab. 
3,197. 

Warren. — One academy and four school houses — three built by the town, and 
one by an individual. There are five men's schools in winter, (including the aca- 
demy,) and an average of twelve female schools through the year, in addition to 
the above — sometimes as many as twenty female schools. Inhab. 1,806. 

New Shoreham. — One school house. There are four schools, averaging thirty 
scholars each, kept four months in winter, and about six months in summer. 
Inhab. 955. 

South Kingstown. — One academy, in which a school is kept the year round, and 
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seven school houses, in which schools are kept winter and summer. There a num- 
ber of schools kept irregularly in private bouses. Inhab. 3,723. 

Tiverton. — Ten school houses, in which schools are kept pretty regularly. There 
are a few other small schools. Inhab. 2,875. 

Providence. — There are eight public schools in this town, at which about nine 
hundred children are taught. Six or seven academies, where the higher branches 
are taught, including the Friends' Seminary, and probably eighty or ninety pri- 
vate schools. In 1621 a regular return was made of all the schools in town, fix- 
elusive of the public schools, there were then ten men's schools, and forty-four 
kept by females. Since then this number has greatly increased. The expense of 
the public schools paid by tax on the inhabitants, is not much short of $5,000. 
The amount paid by parents for private tuition is doubtless double that sum, mak- 
ing at the lowest estimate $15,000. annually paid for the tuition of the chil- 
dren of Providence. It is obvious therefore, that in a pecuniary point of 
view, Providence will gain nothing by the system of free schools becoming gen- 
eral, as she would pay much more into the treasury, toward the support of schools in 
other towns, than she would be entitled to draw out, besides making up the defi- 
ciency in the support of her own schools. Inhabitants in 1820, 11,767. Since in- 
creased to upwards of 17,000. 

Population of the counties in 1820, Providence 35,736 Newport 15,771. Wash- 
ington 15,687. Kent 10,228. Bristol 6,637. 

Supposed number of childreu necessary to be educated, viz, Providence county 
15,315. Newport 6,527. Washington 7,093. Kent 4,547. Bristol 2,361. In 
the State 35,843 children. 

From an examination of the above statement, it will be seen that there is a 
much larger number of school houses erected than has been generally supposed, 
and but few additional ones will be required. It is obvious too, that the expense 
to all the towns of keeping up the schools they now maintain, is a much greater 
sum than they will be required to assess in order to entitle them to their proportion 
of any money that may be appropriated out of tbe Treasury ; thus giving them, 
at a less expense than the inhabitants of those towns now voluntarily incur nearly 
double the advantages of education they are now receiving. 

The total number of school houses erected in all the towns in the State, (exclu- 
ding Providence and Newport) are 181, and 10 academies. The number of win- 
ter schools, averaging at least three months in a year, maintained by the inhabi- 
tants of those towns, is 262. A winter school for three months, must cost at least 
$100, which gives $26,200, the sum now annally paid by the inhabitants of the 
towns above alluded to, for the education of their children, besides the expenses 
of keeping female schools in summer. If the blank in the bill now before the 
General Assembly is filled with $10,000, the proportion which those towns will 
receive from that sum will so much diminish their expenses of education ; or if 
they add it to what they now pay within themselves, will greatly extend the 
means of instruction among their children, without one cent additional burden, the 
only effect being to equalize the payment of the sums now voluntarily raised in the 
several towns. 

Taking the estimate for the criterion of apportionment, the several towns would 
be entitled to receive the following pums out of an annual allowance from the Trea- 
sruy of $10,000, viz. ; Newport, 609,40. Portsmouth 245,08. New Shoreham, 
37,32. Jamestown 107,22. Middletown 137,86. Tiverton 175,36. Little Comp- 
ton 153,18. Providence 2,910 54. Smithfield 551,46. Scituate 291,04. Gloces- 
ter 208,32. Cumberland 266,48. Cranston 306,38. Johnston 196,08. North 
Providence 382,96. Foster 193. Burrillville 199,80. Westerlv 143,98. North 
Kingstown, 266,54. South Kingstown 336,74. Charlestown 107,22. Exeter 
183,86. Richmond 91,90. Hopkintou 143,98. Bristol 459,49. Warren 189,94. 
Barrington 58,60. Warwick 398,28. East. Greenwich 140,74. West Greenwich 
190,74. Coventry 175,22. 

(CT The Second Volume of the Rhode Island Institute or Instruction, is 
published by C. Burnett, Jr., Providence, and edited by Henry Barnard, Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools. Price One Dollar per Volume. 



' 41 

BEBATB ON THE SCHOOL ACT OP 1818. 
We have recently met with a pamphlet edition of the " De- 
bate on the Bill establishing Free Schools at the January Ses- 
sion of the Rhode Island Legislature, A. D. 1828," reported 
for the Rhode-Island American, by B. F. Hallett. We propose 
to make a few extracts from this interesting debate, for the 
purpose of exhibiting the views of some of the public men of 
Rhode-Island on the subject of Free Schools twenty years ago, 
and preserving the history of the school system of this State. 
The subject was brought before the Assembly at the October 
Session, in 1827, by memorials from inhabitants of Smithfield, 
Cumberland, Johnston, East Greenwich, and other towns. The 
following Memorial was signed by many inhabitants of the town 
of East Greenwich. 

To the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation, 
the undersiged, inhabitants of said' State, respectfully represent 
That although the measure* taken by individuals for the mpport of common 
rchools are evidence of an increasing conviction of the benefits of early education, 
and deserve much praise, your Memorialists are persuaded, that the effort of public 
spirited men, in the different towns, would be greatly aided by the sanction of your 
Honorable Body, by a legislative system, extended to all parts of the State, and by 
occasional grants from the State Treasury, of such pecuniary encouragements as 
shall be consistent with prudence and expediency. 

The readiness with which people associate for the purpose of building school- 
houses and maintaining teachers, would seem to justify an opinion that the great 
mass of our fellow-citizens would highly approve a judicious system of education, 
-devised fey the Legislature. It -cannot be supposed that individuals, thus anxiously 
-engaged in the promotion ot a good work— individuals too, among the most respect- 
able and worthy of their various neighborhoods, would be displeased by a legisla- 
tive interference, in aid of their laudable exertions. Such an interference would 
probably stimulate them to new exertions and to greater liberality. 

The good effects of such a general system of schools cannot be doubted. One 
of our largest towns has, for the last twenty-seven years, maintained free schools 
at an average annual expense of four or five thousand dollars. The burthen thus 
imposed on its ratable inhabitants has been cheerfully borne, in the persuasion, es- 
tablished and confirmed by experience, that the expenditure is jndicious and profit- 
able. 

Nor can it be doubted that the means of extending this inestimable blessing to 
aU parts of the State are ample, and easily obtained. Tho expenses of the State 

Swernment are light, in comparison with those of other State governments. A ju- 
cious selection of sources of revenue, hitherto untouched in this State, would 
furnish the requisite means, without direct assessment on property of whatever de- 
scription. 

A prudent view to its own preservation would seem to inculcate on every re- 
publican State the establshment of a general system of education. The general 
diffusion of knowledge is one of the most effectual means of imparting security 
and permanency to our liberal institutions. When the people are taught that law- 
ful magistracy proceeds from their will, and is devised for their benefit, they will 
have been furnished with a powerful motive for the sedulous preservation of the 
law which they now enjoy. 

The benefits of good government consist in the efficacious operation of the laws 
upon every class and order of society in the State. This efficacious operation can 
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only be promote* and perfected by the vigilance of tbe-ptofple^-of those bj wheat 
and for whom the government hat been created. But the people cannot properly 
exercise this vigilance, if they are not informed, as well of their right* as- of the 
means by which those rights should he preserved. Among an illiterate an udedu- 
cated people, the love of freedom is an irregular passion, liable to be extinguished 
by its own extravagances. Among a well informed people, it becomes amoral sen* 
timent, closely allied with their religion, and exercises its salutary influence in alT 
their thoughts and actions. That all men are equally entitled to those rights**/ 
humanity, which are essential to their existence, their personal safety and happi- 
ness, as well as to tRose political rights which the laws of the community secure to 
its individual members-— that all should be protected in the acquisition and enjoy- 
ment of property, under those laws — and that an infraction or denial of any of 
these rights to oneyisa virtual' invasion of the rights of every cms — are truths wnicfi 
should be instilled by early education, and assimilated with all the thoughts and 
habits of the freeman. This cannot be otherwise done so well as by a general sys- 
tem of education, extended at the public expense, to all the citizens of the Startf . 

The most valuable part of our patrimon; ^ the freedom of our political institu- 
tions. Let us, while transmitting thatfreedom to our successors, endow* tB>m, nU 
so, with the knowledge by which it may be most effectually preserved. We owo 
this duty to ourselves, to them, and to our common country. 

This Memorial', with others, nvas referred to a Committee who 
reported, at the January Session, a bill for the establishment of 
Free Schools. Tlie debate was opened by the late JosEph L. 
Tillinghast, Esq., then a member from Providence, and Chair- 
man of the Committee, who spoke as follows : 

Mr. Speaker — I rejoice to have lived to see the day when the question, whether 
we skall make provision, by free schools, for the education of our youth, h presented 
distinctly for discussion in the Legislature of this state, with a view to a present 
decision. A happy union of circumstances— a deep and steady flow of just opin- 
ions—sentiments cherished and fostered with patience and with hope, concurring 
at length with the results of prosperous industry, have brought us to this position* 
and placed the important decision fairly and directly in our power, lam persuad- 
ed that upon this question, in which so many wishes, so many important interests*,' 
and the welfare of so many human beings, living and hereafter to live; sore involv- 
ed, we have now the power to give an affirmative decision, consistently with the 
most scrupulous prudence, according to our consciences, and with the cordial con- 
currence of a great majority of the people of this state. And I sincerely hope that 
no misapprehension or adverse event may now arise to deprive us of that power, or 
refer us to a distant — perhaps a hopeless— period for exerciseing it. 

Sir, 1 would not willingly believe that a single member of this House is*, in his 
heart, opposed to the appropriation of a portion of the public revenue to so laudable 
and lastingly beneficent a purpose. Were we in the dominions of some absolute 
prince, or domineering aristocracy, we might expect opposition to the principle of 
general instruction. Of such governments it is the policy to preserve unquestion- 
ed sway over a numerical population — to enchain the mind for the purpose of per- 
petuating a control over the body — to mould successive generations of men into 
willing and liveried instruments of ambition and power. The lawgiver consults 
the plain dictate of self-interest in locking up the fountains of learning and truth. 
Even the subjects, the defrauded victims of so degrading a policy, whose spirits, 
in their deplorable servitude, have lost the power of estimating or resenting the 
fraud, and are habituated to the moral darkness in which they are condemned to 
grope, will often shun and refuse the light that would rouse them from apathy to 
anguish, when it revealed to them their actual, but hopeless, degradation. But we 
inhabit no such subdued, sad, blighted region. We represent no such shackled, 
and dispirited, and degenerate people. Our lot is cast in a land of free states— in 
a sovereignty, small, it is true, in its extent of territory, but with intellectual and 
physical means exceeding the proportion of its extent. A state which has taken a 
lead in the liberality of civil institutions — originated bright and salutary examples, 
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it wall is) followed thqse of others— and claiming, by no slender title, Die distin- 
guished appellation of freest of the free. — We are surrounded by enlightened re- 
publics*, each pressing forward in the generous race of improvement, but with no 
more causes for emulation and ardor in that race than exist with us. Our very lo- 
cation, and the natural advantages which are crowded together in our limited ter- 
ritory, and whioh 1 need not point out to those who know, and feel, and gratefully 
acknowledge them— emphatically indicate that, with due encouragement, every 
art and every mystery wh ; ch can make the materials of nature subservient to the 
best uses of society, may here be brought to the highest degree of excellence : and 
as to the mind which actuates our general population, (in which I include that in- 
teresting portion on which our hopes, and affections, and faith for future conso- 
lations and renovated strength, repose — the rising generation — ) I believe it to be 
as capable efouJtivation, as capable of rewarding cultivation, as rich in invention, 
as effective in Ofioration, as sagacious and vigorous in applying instruction to its 
legitimate purposes, and improving it by the resources of native genius, as the 
collective mind of any people who have existed. — \ 

In such a state of things it strikes me that it is the duty of the lawgiver, prompt- I 
(ly and with no further delay, than necessity requires, to make provision for gen- ' 
eral instruction. With us, the lawgiver is the people. It is the interest of the 
ipeople that the civil rights and institutions, which they enjoy, should outlive the 
dangers to which the fluctuations and changes in society must subject them, and 
be perpetuated in their posterity. It is therefore the interest, as well as the duty 
of the lawgivers, to provide for general instruction. It is the interest of every in- 
dividual and every class of the people. Not merely in their civil or collective ca- 
pacity, but in every capacity, in every relation, in every pursuit, which can justly ; 
excite the attachments or the activity of a rational and immortal being amid the ' 
obligations of public or the more endearing ties of domestic life ; in the rational 
pursuits of business or repose. To the owners and operators of every valuable 
species of property, its fruits must be an increased value, and improvement, and 
security to that property. To those who have none, it gives consolation, and 
usefulness, and the hope and means of acquisition. In a Republican Government, 
the prize is not set on high for a favored few, nor must the avenues be locked to 
all but the possessors of a golden key. The child of poverty and obscurity, as well 
as the child of wealth and honor, may aspire to the same rank, the same credit, 
the same sources of enjoyment ; and is bound by the same general duties. He 
ought to be qualified to discharge those duties. The means of acquiring these en- 
joyments ought not to be withheld. 

It has been strongly said that our constitutions do not recognize such a being as 
an unlettered man. Sir, every citizen has not only the right but in some instances 
is even bound by conscientious duty, to take some part in public affairs. One of 
the most simple and ordinary of political acts which a freeman is called to per- 
form, is that of giving his suffrage. He should be qualified to perform it with in- 
telligence ; with a mind instructed in the tendency of measures, neither depressed 
and doubtful, nor confident and obstinate, through ignorance, nor liable, to be 
misled by influence and art. But, above all, he should be able to perform the act 
itself, by himself, without the aid, perhaps the interested aid of another. With us 
the very act of voting requires that he should be able to read his vote, and write 
nis name. 

The rudiments of Education are the equipments of the citizen ; and he can no 
more perform the duties of self government — he can no more pass through the 
forms that a republican government requires of him without them, than the soldier 
can perform military duty without the arms and equipments which the law pre- 
scribes — and which, let me add, the law provides for him who has not the means 
of furnishing himself Nor have the citizens of this state, sir, been insensible in 
time past to the importance of promoting education. It would be unjust to leave 
or to countenance an impression that they had been so insensible. It would be un- 
just to omit to correct such an impression if such at this time any where exists. — 
Left as this state was at the close of the war Independence, loaded with an 
enormous debt contracted in defence of the common country, which it had not the 
good fortune to procure to be funded and assumed by the United States, as 
other states did with theirs, — limited in territory, and, until a new spring was 
given to our resources, limited in means, our citizens for a long period had a hard 
struggle to maintain against disadvantages for which they were not in fault and 
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found i t difficult to meet the necessary and ordinary expenses of government. But 
from the printed summary which we have seen at this session, exhibiting the 
number and state of the school houses and schools, in our several towns we can- 
not but derive gratifying evidence that this great object has by no means been left 
without attention. In various towns, especially in latter years individuals have 
associated themselves and devoted a zeal and bounty worthy of all praise, to the 
providing of schools for their respective districts and families. But this mode 
operates hardly and unequally upon a few, whose spirit leads them to adopt it and 
its benefits do not flow over the whole community, nor always reach those who 
most emphatically need them. 

Twenty-eight years have now nearly elapsed since this General Assembly pass* 
ed an act establishing Free Schools.* That act was repealed before it had gone 
completely into operation. It contained some provisions, not contained in the bill 
now reported, which proved to be unacceptable to the people of most of the towns. 
But, sir, with no other obligation or guaranty than that act, the town which I have 
the honor to represent, (Providence,) proceeded to establish Free Schools, and by 
what may perhaps be called a voluntary and unanimous constitution from its citi- 
zens, has continued to maintain and augment them to this day. What is the prac* 
tical lesson of experience, which has thus been furnished us ? We live with the 
daily exhibition of that lesson before our eyes, and can judge. Do you believe 
that among the sources of the success and growth of this town (and I speak of 
them not for any purpose of pride, but for improvement) — do you believe that a- 
mong the causes of its prosperity we may not place this early care to rescue the 
infant mind and give it the means of usefulness and honorable industry? Do you 
believe that we should now have possessed the. same orderly, industrious, enter- 
prizing, intelligent, thriving population, which it is but justice to say we have, 
had each successive generation been left, without this care, to waste the precious 
hours of childhood in the streets, or, if they escaped idleness and vice, to feel the 
pirvations and mortifications of ignorance during life? Sir, among the brightest 
mi nds that have adorned their native town and carried their enterprize with its 
visible and salutary effects into all portions of the state, are some of those who r 
ceived their first lessons in education at these primary schools 

Without appealing to the free and enlightened nations of former times, that ev- 
er recognized the provision for education as forming a paramount claim upon the 
legislate, we have sufficient experience of our own j and in the forms of our gov- 
ernment it must be allowed that this claim is enforced by a superior and peculiar 
necessity. 

But fears are entertained in consequence of the failure of the act of 1800. In 
the first place, that act was compulsory. It compelled every town, at its own im- 
mediate expense, by means of taxation, to build school houses, and establish and 
maintain schools therein ; after which twenty per cent of such annual taxes, if the 
whole did not exceed $6000, was to be drawn by the towns out of the General 
Treasury. But the most offensive section, the one which probably hastened the 
repeal, was that in which seven freemen in any school district were authorised to 
hold a district meeting, and order, assess and levy taxes in the same manner as 
town taxes to any amount that they should deem expedient, for schooling, inde- 
pendently of the general provision made by the town. This delegation of great 
authority to a few persons, a majority of whom might be interested in making the 
taxes exhorbitant, occasions great uneasiness. 

The present bill is free from such objections. It has no compulsory provisions 
or penalties/ It leaves the towns the voluntary option to unite in and partake of 
its provisions or not. It offers and provides for them an inducement, operating 
from year to year, to unite and partake by provisions of their own ; but if they 
think proper to postpone this course, it leaves them, in the mean time, precisely 
where they are, untaxed for the benefit of others, and at liberty to take their pro- 
portions when they choose. It goes upon the belief, justified by a knowledge of 
the liberality of our citizens, that no town which chooses not to make a provision 
for the present, will be actuated by any jealous or unsocial disposition to prevent 
others from doing so who may be willing. It does not defer the accomplishment 
of its objects and the long deferred hopes of the community to/ a distant and specu- 
lative period. It makes a present provision for the benefit of the children of this 
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our day, as well a* those of future timet ; an immediate provision for that gtea 
good, an early education j of which every man who ha* fortunately received the 
benefit*, knows how to estimate the value, and every one who has been unfortu- 
nately left destitute, feels and deeply deplores the irreparable privation. It makes 
that provision at a time when the state of the public treasury fully justifies it ; 
when the sources of revenue heretofore provided haVe begun to be effective and 
productive, according to their respective character, and promise to continue so, 
according to every probable estimate, without diminution. 

[Mr. T. then made a thorough statement of the situation of 
the Treasury, and showed that the amount appropriated by the 
bill could be calculated on, and then proceeded.] 

Being then in a situation to make a present provision, let us for a moment con. 
aider the principle of the bill reported. By the first section a sum left blank, and 
which, upon the supposition that the rest of the bill passes, I shall propose to be 
$10,000 — is to be set apart from the revenue arising from lotteries and auction 
sales, to be paid out annually to the towns, according to their respective propor- 
tions under the last estimate of rateable property. This seems the most obvious* 
just, and equal ratio of distribution ; and, as far as we can pursue equality, we are 
bound to do so. When we come to the actual application of the money to Its im- 
mediate object, the idea of equality, in respect to the numbers of individuals to be 
benefitted by each portion, cannot be retained. An individual who has but one 
child, though he may be assessed at twenty dollars tax, will receive less fruits of 
the appropriation than he who is assessed at a dollar and has ten children. And 
this will apply also to the respective towns, as well as families, who may have 
more or less children requiring education than their respective proportions in the 
estimate. — Perfect equality in the application, therefore, is impossible. But equal- 
ity in the distribution, according to the proportion in which the towns are bound 
to contribute to the public expenses, is attainable, and seems just. Nevertheless, I 
have helrd suggestions from several members that the ratio of population might 
be preferable. If so, it is open to discussion ; and if, upon discussion, that ratio is 
deemed best, it will prevail. I wish to be distinctly understood, that if . the main 
principle and benefit contemplated by the bill is established, it is not my purpose or 
wish to adhere pertinaciously to the exact provisions of the bill on this point, or on 
any other, or to refuse my vote to any fair modification. Whatever qualifications 
consistent with the spirit and efficacy of the measure, may be round expedient by 
t&e expressed sense of the House, after due deliberation, shall have my cheerful 
acquiescence. And from the effect of this remark I would not exclude the Second 
Section, which provides that each Town, before receiving its proportion, is to raise 
a sum equal to— 1 should say the sum — which it is entitled to, as its proportion of 
Use appropriation. A difference of opinion exists as to the amount so to be raised 
by the towns ; and half the above sum has been named. This also is open to dis- 
cussion, in settling the details of the bill. But I would here suggest that it is cer- 
tainly an object to provide as much as $20,000 annually. Upon $ 20,000 appor- 
tioned according to the estimate, the smallest Towns in the State would haw- 
f!16. ' 

The treasury could not probably spare $20,000 a year, without resorting to other 
modes of supplying it than those that have of late sufficed. And of all modes of 
directly raising money, none are so satisfactory asthat by which the freemen of each 
Town, by themselves and their own officers under their own inspection and at their 
own times, raise what is wanted for their own use and benefit. Raising part of the 
fund directly from themselves, they would feel a direct interest in seeing to its 
careful application, and I think we should be mistaken if we should suppose that 
the freemen of most of the Towns in the State are not, at this time, prepared, Wil- 
lingly and cheerfully to raise their proportions, for the objects of this bill. By a 
provision in connexion with this, the Towns that neglect to raise their proportidn, 
do not thereby lose their right to partake of the fund, except for each year of the 
neglect. Their proportions are to be added to the fund for distribution the next 
year, and they can at any time come in and partake. The succeeding Sections 
provide for the appointment of School committees, and their powers and duties ; 
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and for the mode in which the Treasurer it to keep hit account! of the revenues 
Appropriated, and report and publish each Town's annual proportion. 

The last Section provides for an appropriation of a sum certain, out of the money 
now in the treasury, to be invested in productive Stock, for the commencement 
and formation of a permanent School Fund, allowing only so much of the interest 
to be used as may be required in case of a deficiency in the sum for annual distribu- 
tion. The object of this is to form a nucleus upon which future appropriations and 
donations accruing, may accumulate and be preserved inviolate for the purposes of 
Public Education. 

These being the principal features of the bill before you, I now move, Sir, that 
we proceed to consider it Section by Section. And I sincerely hope and trust that 
we shall proceed in the spirit of conciliation, and mutual concession, without em- 
barrassment and with united purpose, to adopt the main principle of the bill; to 
make it conform to our best views of prudence and utility ; and at all events, before 
we leave it, before we separate, now, in our day and opportunity, to discharge our 
duty to the Republic in this particular, and make an effectual provsion for the edu- 
cation of our youth, which may be felt in its salutary effects upon this and each 
succeeding generation. 

A substitute for the bill of the Committee was proposed by 
Mr. Waterman, of Warwick, in which provision was made for a 
permanent and accumulating fund, and the establishment of 
schools was postponed until the increase of the fund was large 
enough to support them without subjecting the people to taxa- 
tion in their behalf. A similar plan was afterwards presented by 
Governor Penner, in the Senate. It was feared that the land- 
holders would not acquiesce in the imposition of a tax. To this 
argument Mr Tillinghast replied : — 

The gentleman asks us if we believe that the people, and especially the land- 
holders, will consent to make it good. Sir, this is speaking as if the people, and 
especially the landholders, were a class of persons who are to receive no benefit 
from this measure, and had no interest in it, on their own account. Are they sap- 
posed incapable of perceiving that it is a general benefit, of which each class will 
partake as largely as any other ? Or are the cultivators of the soil supposed to be 
willing that Education and information, and the means ot advancement in life, 
shall be excluded from them and from their children, and confined to persons en- 
gaged in other pursuits ? But, independently of all moral benefits, and upon mere 
consideration of property, does not every landholder know that the value of his 
land is increased by the Education of youth, and the enlightened, moral and well 
informed condition of the community growing up around him — that his farm is 
more valuable if situated in an orderly, well instructed and enterprising neighbor- 
hood, than if less fortunately located ? Jn another view, it has been stated by an 
intelligent and leading Manufacturer, that the very water-power of Rhode-Island, 
was, to a known extent,J$$s valuaj^e than that in the contiguous States, for want 
of a provision for schools which tSSe States enjoy. The price of schooling is felt 
in the wages of the families employed. It would be vain to attempt to enumerate 
or describe the various channels by which benefits are constantly flowing to and 
through and over a community, from fountains of instruction widely opened and 
liberally maintained. 

This appeal to the landholders, the landed interest, is often resorted to for other 
purposes than their interests. I know it is a catching argument. But the landholders 
ot this State are too magnanimous, and too intelligent to be borne away by the drift 
of such an appeal on this subject. They are watchful and cautious, as they should 
be in regard to expenditure. But for a good purpose, for a valuable object, they 
are willing to do whatever justice and the occasion may require. They are as ca- 
pable as others of estimating the returns which an expenditure for this object will 
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nak*. A»d,>Slr,let me say, and I appeal to their own hearts for its truth, they 
hare strong attachments— they have deep and kindly feelings — they love theif 
children, and are willing to do as much as others for their present and future good. 
it the landholders in this House shall adopt the principles ol this bill as reasonable, 
what right will any one have to say that other landholders cannot see reason as* 
well' as they ? But thus it is. When we are in the Assembly we hear it said, "the" 
people trill not content;" and when we are among the people, we hear it echoed/ 
"UuAisimibly wW not act." lam somewhat acquainted with the sentiments of 
the people on this subject, in various parts of the State. I have conversed with* 
many of all occupations, and 1 believe that the people are ready to do their part, if 

the Assembly will do theirs. , • 

Reference is repeatedly made to' the sense of the people. Sir, we should reaped 
the sense of the people. But much do they mistake the feelings and views of the 
people of this State, who suppose tftem adverse to a present and effectual proviso- 
ion for Education. If it were so, it would be our duty to endeavor to convince 
them of better things. And every legislator, after all, will find that the surest way 
to satisfy his constituents is, upon a/ careful survey of the premises on which he 
acts, to act satisfactorily to his own conscientious judgment. His example, as well 
as his act, will thus.be salutary, and stands the best chanee of being acceptable — 
and if not, he has provided for himself* a support and consolation of which nothing 
can deprive htm. 

Mr. Dixon, of Westerly, appears from this Report to have been. 
one of the most earnest advocates for immediate action on the 
subject. 

If,- Sir, there is any public utility to be derived from Free Schools, and we now 
have the means of providing for that measure, why not do it at once? We have 
the means of commencing them upon a reasonable" though limited scale I admit, and 3 
I ask who can doubt their utility ? None who have seen their beneficial results. — 
What greater benefit can be conferred on a community, and especially the youth of 
that community, than a general diffusion of the first rudiments of science ; it is tbe 
great corrective by which society is reformed. Who are there in this 1 State whd 
are opposed to its beinv done in some degree at puj^lie expense ? Whatever is of 
public good is generally conducive to private benefit. The gentleman from War- 
wick says the farming interest, the landholders, will not approve of it. But I be- 
lieve every class who comprehend its principles and see its benefits, will approve of 
it. Those who are conversant with the different classes of the community in the 
State — and' the State is so small that most of us are acquainted with all the differ- 
ent interests it combines — must be thoroughly convinced from their own observa- 
tion, of the great importance of the measure in contemplation. Is it not all impor- 
tant for this State to retain its population ? And what will more conduce to that 
end than the establishment of such institutions as will afford its population the* 
same benefits that they can derive in other States. The Towns of Providence and 
Newport, for instance, will retain their population, because their own wisdom and 
liberality have lead them to establish free bchools— in the benefits of which all 
classes may participate. But the mechanics in the country are constantly remov- 
ing to those Towns, or to other States, that they may be able to school their chil- 
dren. Are not also the laborers at your manufactoring establishments, leaving 
them and going into States where the common branches of learning are more ac- 
cessible, and is not the provisions of some consequence to those manufacturing 
establishments, which so greatly contribute to the present prosperity and distinct- 
ion of the State. Not only, Sir, does the country part of the State loose its me- 
chanics, and the Manufacturers their laborers, bat, Sir, the small farmers in the 
country who are not able to send their children abroad, are selling their small farms 
and removing into States where schools are established by law and where they 
may educate their children in the common branches of learning, at home. Are 
those tbe farmers whom the gentleman from Warwick says, are opposed to sup- 
porting schools at public expense ? I should think that class would rejoice in the 
establishment of public schools. 

But I ask, Sir, why any landholder should be opposed to this measure ? Let 
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hif estate be ever bo extensive,his possessions may leave him,his lands may pass from 
tinder htm, and his money and his bank stock may take to itself wings and fly away* 
Wealth is transitory, and extremely so in this cduntry. The descendants of tfie^ 
present rich may sooner or later become the future poor. Let every rich man , 
then, who contributes to the establishment of free schools, consider tfyat he is 
bequeathing a legacy, and the richest one in the gift of man, to his children, his 
grand children and to his great grand children. * * 

It is among the great objects of establishing schools by law, that the first rudi- 
ments of learning may be generally diffused among the lower classes of the com- 
munity ; that the children of the poor may commence in school exercises while 
young; and as soon as they are old enough to go to school, they will then, either 
from taste or habit, progress, and those who have talents will soon display their 
gifts ; but if they are neglected until they have arrived to riper years — they are 
deterred from entering on the fir&t lessons in education, either from shame or 
aversion, or from habitual negligence, and of course grow up in ignorance. 

Wherever you extend the light of science, talent is developed — extend the 
means of education even to those in the mire and darkness of obscurity, and 
you will bring forth genius and enterprise — boys in the lowest conditions in 
life, and who perform servile offices, may have high and exalted capacities, and 
with the aid of education, may become distinguished in the departments of churcfi. 
and State. They may, Sir, in some future day, when talents are most wanted, 
command your ships in triumph on the ocean, or lead your armies to victory. 

Mr. Potter, of South Jtingstown, remarked — 

- I am sincerely in favor of establishing schools. I want to carry it into ef- 
fect. I know how beneficial Free Schools have been to this Town, (Provi- 
tlence.) The houses here rent for 50 per cent more, than they would if there 
were no public schools. A mechanic can afford to pay it, because he more 
than saves it in educating his children. It is owing to this that the town of 
Providence has been getting away the population from the rest of the State. 

The Bill was opposed on its own merits, principally by Mr* 
Bull, and Mr, Hazard, of Newport. 

Mr. Cranston of Newport — 1 am not surprised at all, Sir, at the strenuous op- 
position of my Worthy colleagues, (Messrs Hazard and Bull,) to giving the towns 
■a discretionary power. The gentlemen will excuse me if I disclose the secret 
•of this opposition, and leave the House to judge of the motive. Two or three 
.years ago, the town of Newport saw the necessity of establishing Free schools. 
Seven-eighths of the town were decidedly in favor of the measure, but unfor- 
tunately these two able gentlemen who are about equal to the other eigthth, 
apposed it. They were very learned in the law, as to the right of the town 
to levy a tax for the support of schools, and I listened to their arguments un- 
til 1 became almost aonvinced the town had no such right. Tetitions and ap- 
plications were made to the General Assembly by both parties. We had five or 
*ix town meetings on the subject, and always carried every vote, and although 
«even-<eighths of the freemen were in favor of schools, and these two gentlemen, 
'opposed, they had the monstrous power to beat us, and compel us to take up 
with such a provision as they chose the General Assembly should grant us. — 
Having been so far gratified, I really do hope they will now have the goodness 
to give way a little and allow the House to pass an act in favor of Free Schools 
Without their interference. They are not afraid of the taxes in the other towns. 
All they are alarmed about is the town of Newport. 

The Bill after an able and protracted discussion, passed by a 
vote of 57 in the affirmative, and 2 in the negative. The de- 
bate in the Senate is not reported at any length. The Bill pass- 
ed that body with a few amendments, without a dissenting voice. 
The amendments were concurred in by the House, and the foun- 
dation was thus laid for the present School System of Rhode 
Island. 



Condition of the public schools in lnfr 

The following extracts are taken from a Pamphlet printed ih 1832, 
entitled " The Report of a Committee on the subject of 
Schools, with a Table shewing the number of Schools in 
Rhode-Island, the sums expended for their support, and 
the number of scholars taught in them. Submitted May 
17, 1832." 

The committee was appointed at a meeting of gentlemen 
interested in the cause of education, which was hteld in the 
Town House in May, 1831, and of which President Wayland 
was Chairman. The Report, we learn, was prepared by Oliver 
Angell, a veteraii Rhode-Island teacher; 

" The law establishing Public Schools in this State, is of recent date. 
It cannot, therefore, be expected that your committe will be able to state 
any facts shewing the comparative increase of information farther than 
may be deduced from Che increased number of schools. Your commit- 
tee perceive, both from the reports which they have received from the 
several towns and from personal observation, that the system of Public 
Schools has not yet acquired that stability and uniformity which it un- 
doubtedly will attain, after a little more experience and a more general 
interchange of opinions and feelings on the subject of education, between 
the intelligent and influential citizens of the different towns. If some 
regular plan could be devised by which this mutual interchange of views 
on this important subject might be promoted, your committee think it 
would greatly facilitate the progress of education through the State. 

We find that in some of the districts there are not yet convenient 
houses or rooms provided for the accommodation of the Schools, but 
this deficiency will probably soon be supplied. Considerable difficulty 
has also been experienced in some towns in the location of School- 
Houses so as to meet the convenience of the inhabitants. When the 
deficiency in School-Houses shall be remedied, the difficulties attending 
their location removed, and a regular and systematic plan established in 
every town, the benefits resulting to the community from this best of all 
establishments of our State, will become more obvious/' 

The Report discusses very ably the qualifications of teachers, 
and the studies, and methods of instruction and discipline to be 
introduced into Public Schools. 

" Upon a review of the subject, your committee find much cause for 
congratulation in the increased and increasing means of education in 
the State. There is not a town in which all the children may not have 
the means of acquiring a common school education, and when we con- 
sider the nature of our institutions, and how much their preservation de* 
pends on the general spread of information, and on the correct morals 
of our youth, we have much cause to rejoice at the present favorable 
prospects, and we look forward to the period when Rhode-Island shall be 
as celebrated for the facilities afforded to education, as she now is for 
her industry and manufactures/' 
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Condition of the Public Schools in 1832. 



The following table and summary is annexed to the Report, 
which we publish as one of the land-marks by which to measure 
the progress which has been made in public instruction in Rhode- 
Island. 
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Whole number of Public Schools in the State. 
Whole number of Scholars taught in them, 
Number of Male Teachers employed, - 

Number of Female Teachers employed, 

Number of Schools continued through the year, - 

Average time of the others, 

Whole amount appropriated by the towns for the support of Schools, 

Amount drawn from School Fund, 

Whole amount expended for support of Public Schools, 

Number of Private Schools continued through the year,* > p eraa i e e $ ' gg 

Whole number of Scholars taught in them, (exclusive ) 

of the Friends' Boarding School, Providence,t) ) - - 3403 
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Annual Abstract of the School Returns from 1839 to 1844. 31 

Estimated expense of the Private Schools which con- ) 

tinue through the year, at twenty dollars per scholar, .) 68040 

Estimated expense of other Private Schools, at $3 per scholar, - 33335 

Total estimated expense of Private Schools, - - - 81375 

Sum total expended for support of Schools for one year, - - 102865 

*In nearly all the country towns, the Private Schools may be considered at 
the Public Schools continued by individual subscription, from three to six months. 
tThis flourishing institution contains on an average, 160 scholars. 



ANNUAL ABSTRACT OF THE SCHOOL RETURNS FROM 1889 TO 1844. 
In 1838, the School committee of the several towns were re- 
quired for the first time, to make annually to the Secretary of 
State a Return, showing the condition of the Public Schools in 
certain particulars, Of these Returns, the Secretary was required 
to make an Abstract, and submit the same to the General As- 
sembly in May of each year. As a part of the history of Public 
Schools in Rhode-Island, we copy from a Schedule the Abstracts 
for 1839, and 1844, and a Summary of the Returns for several 
years, in a few important particulars. 

The following communication to the General Assembly, ac- 
companied the Abstract for 1839. 

" The Secretary herewith presents the Abstract of the Returns of the 
Public Schools required by law. 

" This being the first year the Returns have been made, it could not 
be expected they would be so uniform and correct as they probably will 
be hereafter. It is to be hoped that the Returns to be made next year 
under the amended law, will give a correct statistical account of the 
state of education among us, not only in the Public Schools but in our 
Academies and Private Schools, and will show that we are not far be- 
hind our sister States in our zeal for the cause of education. 

" In some of the towns it appears that money has been raised by a 
town tax to support schools. In others the fuel and board of the instructor 
have been paid for by the voluntary contribution of the inhabitants, and 
no account kept of it, 

" For this reason the Returns do not always state the salaries of 
teachers correctly, as in many cases they are boarded by the districts iu 
addition to their stated money pay. 

" Providence, Newport and Bristol, have long been provided with 
convenient Public School-houses, and special acts have been passed for 
building them by taxation in the towns of Richmond, Charlestown, 
Hopkinton, Exefcer, Westerly, Smithfield, E. Greenwich and Cumber- 
land. Most of the other towns have buildings erected by subscription, 
devoted entirely to this use, but not sufficient in number to accommo- 
date all the Schools. 

" The list of books used in our Schools is very important, and from 
the consideration of it many alterations and improvements will probably 
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be suggested in the selection of them. The great variety of the book? 
used in the Schools is much to be deprecated. 

" The experience derived from the Returns of the present year wi\l 
be of great value in preparing the forms which will be distributed the 
next year, and ensure greater completeness and accuracy in the next 
Abstract.'" 

PSTR&CT OF RETURNS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MAY, 1819. 
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Year, 


Male. 


1839. 


8 112. 


1840. 


10 202. 


1841. 


11 253. 
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11 811 
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ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MADE MAY, 1844. 
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DEBATE ON THE SCHOOL ACT OF 1845. 

The debate on the Act of 1845, at the June session of the General Assembly in 
1844, was reported in the Providence Daily Journal of July of the same year. We 
republish the report of Mr. Updike's remarks from the Daily Journal of July 3, 
1844. 

Mr. Updike.— Mr. Speaker, ******** There is a 
wide-spread dissatisfaction with the schools as they are; with the ineffi- 
cient manner in which the system is administered ; with the shortness of 
time, for which the schools are kept — although they are quite long enough 
mless, they can be kept by better teaehers ; with the amount of money 
which is now appropriated by the State, without calling forth any corres- 
ponding effort and appropriations from the towns and districts ; with the 
want of any suitable regulation as to books and studies ; with the defect- 
ive methods of instruction and the harsh, unnecessarily harsh discipline 
>}|rsu.ed by many of the schools ; in fine, with the entire organization 
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-and administration of the system, as far at least as the great mass ot the 
; towns are concerned. True there are good schools in Providence, Bris- 
tol, Warren and Newport, and in some of the eastern towns of Provi- 
dence county, but the returns to the Secretary of State, and the report 
.of your school commissioner will show that the public schools are not 
kept in the country districts, on an average, three months in the year ; 
>that there are a great variety of text books in every school, and that this 
i variety is made greater every year through the activity of book agents, 
authors and publishers ; that the school houses are deficient in respect 
rlo size, the means of ventilation, and the construction and arrangement 
, of seats and desks ; that the teachers are employed without being exam- 
ined, and that too many of them are but poorly qualified in respect to 
moral character, as well as ability to govern and instruct children ; that 
their teachers come prowling into the State from Connecticut and Mas- 
.. sachusetts, and New Hampshire, because they are too well known at 
home to get employed there, and because we have no system of strict ex- 
amination and supervision by which their deficiences might be exposed ; 
.that these teachers, at the close of the schools, inarch back again — laugh- 
ing at our credulity — to their homes, to work on the farm or in the shop, 
till the season comes round for a new expedition for schools into Rhode 
Island ; and, in fine, that the whole system works badly and inefficiently. 

[Mr. Updike, in this part of his speech, gave a ludicrous picture of 
some of the schools, school houses, teachers and committees, which had 
come under his knowledge, but which it is impossible to report.] 

Such is the state of the schools, and such is the state of the public 
mind regarding our system. There is a demand from every parent, and 
every friend of education who has thought at all upon the subject, for 
.something better, and that speedily. Let us take the first great step for 
,the attainment of this object — let us place the organization of the schools 
,on the basis of this bill, and secure the services of an experienced and 
a]t>le ofiicer to superintend its administration. The system will be good 
for nothing without a head, and your Commissioner can do nothing with- 
out the means, the powers, and the agencies provided in this act. The 
system proposed, though new as a whole, is not untried in its various de- 
rails. Its chief value consists in its embodying the best features of the 
best school systems in this country and in Europe, and thus enabling us 
.to profit by the experience of others ; and no one unacquainted with the 
.practical working of these various systems could have arranged, subordi- 
nated and condensed the regulations which this experience had shown 
sto be necessary and wise, as they are presented in the measure prepared 
.by our agent of public schools. By it .we shall avoid the evils which I 
.have described, and which in a measure destroy the efficiency of the com- 
mon schools in other States. With this act, the system will have a head, 
by which the state of the schools will be constantly known, and any im- 
provement in one district or town can be made the common property of 
every other town and district. Any case of local or individual hardship 
from the operation of a general rule can be. relieved and corrected. 
Any town or district which is prepared to go forward, will not be kept 
back by the apathy and narrow policy of other towns or districts. The 
^evils of badly constructed school-houses will be done away with speedily, 
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by a dissemination of a knowledge of the correct principles and improved 
plans of school-house architecture. The more extensive employment of 
female teachers, under the proposed system of primary and secondary 
schools, wherever it can be adopted, will do away with the evils result- 
ing from a constant change of teachers, and the crowding together of 
children of all ages and studies, and every degree of proficiency, in the 
same school. More system will be given to the management and super- 
vision of schools by the permanency given to the office of school com- 
mittees ; and more of local interest by the appointment of trustees by 
the school districts. Better teachers will be employed. The schools 
will be kept for a longer time. The best text books will be adopted. 
More children will be brought into the schools, and a more general and 
vigorous co-operation of parents and the public will be secured. 

I hope, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that this bill will pass, and pass now. 
If we propose to enjoy the benefits of a system of general, thorough, 
practical education, we must begin. It is absurd to wait till every towr* 
iu the State is prepared. We shall wait till dooms-day if we expect to 
wait till the ignorant com* forward to ask for an education for their chil' 
dren, the pleasures and advantages of which they are entirely uncon- 
scious of themselves. And it will be a new era in this State, if the 
towns of Kent and Washington counties come forward and ask for taxa- 
tion, although I believe they are ready to tax themselves to the amount 
proposed in this bill, if it be necessary to secure the State appropriation,- 
and it can be shown that this increase of means will in the end be a great 
saving in the aggregate expenditure for education in any town. Make 
the public schools good enough for all, and the experience of Providence 
shows that a liberal expenditure, and intelligent supervision,, and good 
teachers, will make them so, and then the expense of schooling a child 
properly will be reduced at least one-half, if not three-fourths, to every? 
parent. Why, sir, the absence of good public schools in the country 
towns makes the tuition of our children in private schools enormous. It 
is the heaviest item of expense we have ; and especially if we are 
obliged to send them away from home for an education. And then the 
withdrawal of so many of the children of the wealthy and the intelligent 
from the public schools because they aie so inefficiently managed, helps 
to make them still worse. We must act liberally and together in this 
cause. The State must continue to appropriate as large a sum as here- 
tofore for the support of public schools. The towns must do as much, 
and more ; and then, if there is any deficiency in the means, the districts,- 
or the parents who send, must contribute, and thus enable the school 
committee to employ good teachers. We must elect capable men to the 
office of school committees, and men of education and wealth must con-- 
sent to act as committees. These committees must see that none but 
moral and qualified teachers are employed, and that our young men and 
young women may qualify themselves to be teachers, let us contribute" 
from our means as individuals to establish and maintain model schools 
and normal schools. Let us have our Rhode Island Institute of Instruc- 
tion, which shall meet in different parts of the State, where teachers and 
the friends of education may come together and discuss the great sut> r 
jects which concern the improvement of the public schools. Let us go* 
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round into the districts and point out to parents and to our fellow citi-' 
zeus generally existing defects, and all desirable and practical reniedies, 
in the government and management of these schools. 

But let us start rigkt. Let us have an organization to begin With, so 
that our efforts will not be thrown away, and our money squandered as 
now. Let us have a law by which good schools can be established if 
we can convince the people that it is their interest to establish them. 
Let us have a law, by which none but qualified teachers shall' be em- 
ployed, and as fur as practicable, Rhode Island teachers, educated in 
our own schools, sympathizing with us, understanding our Ways, and' 
spending their lives and their money in our own borders, may be em* 
ployed. Let us have a law by which the enormous evil and Expense,' 
arising out of a constant change of school books shall be remedied ; and] 
all new school-houses erected after judicious plans and directions. Let ; 
us have a law by which the public interest shall be kept aliVe and vigi- 
lant, to look after the expenditure of the public money, and see that the 
results correspond with the outlay. Let us have an officer, whose intel-" 
ligence, experience and constant oversight, shall give efficiency and uni- 
formity to the administration of the system — who shall go round among 
the schools, hold meetings of teachers, parents and the friends of educa- 
tion, break up the apathy which prevails in some parts of the State, en* 
lighten the ignorant, and direct the efforts of all to one great and glori- 
ous end, the training of all the children, the rich and the poor, in all 
sound knowledge and worthy practice. Let us have a State pride on 
this subject. Let us aim to be, what I am sure we can become from our 
compact population, and the comparative wealth of all our people, the 
educated and educating State of this Union. Instead of being set down 
in the census of the United States, as the seventh State in the scale of 
ignorance, and neglect of public education — instead of having one in for- 
ty of our population who cannot read and write — instead of giving occa- 
sion for geographers and travellers to say, that Rhode Island 
is behind every other New England State in the means and results of 
common school education — instead of all this, let ui make an 
immediate and vigorous effort to reverse the picture. Let us stand' at 
the head of the list, for a wisely organized aud efficiently administered 
system of public instruction. Let us every where, as well it* the country 
districts, as now in the city of Providence, have such schools, school- 
houses, teachers, and supervision, that we may ourselves be proud of 
them, and the stranger and sojourner among us, shall be forced to ac- 
knowledge our superiority in all these respects to any thing among them- 
selves at home. Let us welcome the twenty live thousand children now 
Capable of receiving the process of education to the pleasures and advan- 
tages of good schools and good books, and on the passing off of the gen- 
eration now on the stage, let the census of the United States, and above 
all, let peace in our own borders, the security of property, the dignity 
and value of labor, the cheerfulness and happiness of every fireside and 
workshop in the State, proclaim, that there is not a child of suitable age 
who is not at school, or an inhabitant of the State who cannot read or 
write, or who has not access to a well selected library of good books. 
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REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 



We shall devote this number of the Journal to a publication of sevcfral 
interesting Reports submitted by School Committees to their respective 
towns, in pursuance of the provision in paragraph thirteen of section V. 
of the " Act relating to Public Schools," making it the duty of School 
Committees to submit annually u a written or printed report to the town* 
at the annual town meeting when the School Committee is chosen, set- 
ting forth the doings of the Committee, and the condition and plans for 
the improvement of the public schools of their respective towns ; which 
report, unless printed, shall be read in open town meeting." 

Rbpoat or the School Committee of the Town op North 

Providence. 

Submitted May 21 1847. 
The amount of money placed at the disposal of the Committee for the 
support of Public Schools, during the year ending on the first Monday 
in June, 1847, is as follows : 

Received from the State appropriation, $98282 

" « '< Town " 1600.60 

" *• " Registry tax, 262.10 



Total amount of School Money for the year, $2854. 92 

This sum has been divided among the several districts, according to 

law. 
The amount expended thtrs far during the year, amounts to 82777.24 ; 

leaving a balance of $77.68 still in the hands of the Town Treasurer. 

This small balance will however be entirely exhausted by those districts 

that have been keeping school during the present month, and whose bills 

have not yet been presented; 
There are in this town 2120 ohildren, according io the census taken 
4a 
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by the School Committee in October, 1846. The amount therefore re- 
ceived from all sources,, and appropriated to public education in the town, 
during the past year, has been about one dollar and thirty-five cents to 
each child — a sum, in the opinion of the School Committee, manifestly 
inadequate to the educational wants of the Town. 

It is true that the amount of money raised the past year, is larger than 
the amount of any previous year, but when compared with the 'increasing 
population of the Town, it will be found to be but little if any larger than 
formerly. Aside from the increase of population, the acknowledged im- 
portance of a good common school education, imperatively demands the 
appropriation of a much larger sum of money. 

Not only in our own State, but all over New England, has an increas- 
ing interest been manifested in the common schools. They are regarded, 
and rightly regarded, as the great safeguard of our institutions, and their 
growing importance in the public mind, demands a proportionate outlay 
of means. 

Within the past few years, the cause of education has received unusual 
attention in this State. It has enlisted the efforts of many of the best 
minds among us, and a marked improvement has been the result. Still 
this is but the beginning. These efforts must be followed up by liberal 
appropriations on the part of the variouB towns, or but little wjll be 
accomplished. % 

If it be true that " Ignorance is the parent of vice," we can hardjy 
over estimate the importance of a generous outlay in behalf of public 
schools, and we feel sure, were this subjsct rightly viewed, that the citi- 
zens of this Town would not be satisfied with less than double the amount 
at present appropriated to them. 

Your committee believe that the money expended in erecting poorly 
built and ill-contrived School* houses, and in employing incompetent 
teachers, is really worse than useless — worse, because in most respects 
we should be vastly better off with no school, than with such as are often 
found in our country districts. Were we unprovided with public instruc- 
tion, the parents and guardians of youth would perhapB feel more fully the 
necessity of doing something, for the minds of those under their charge. 
When schools are provided at the public expense, the parents too often 
feel the responsibility removed from their shoulders, and placed upon the 
teacher. If the child goes to school, it is thought sufficient — no matter 
whether the teacher be competent, •whether the associations connected 
with the school be pleasant and agreeable, and such as to render study 
attractive — no matter in fact, whether the child leatns anything or not ; 
one thing is certain, the child goes to school > (provided he does not play 
the truant) is out of the way for six or more hours every day, and little 
more is thought about the matter. 

We say, therefore, that unless good school-houses are provided, — un- 
less competent teachers are employed, and above all, unless the parents 
feel and manifest an interest in the schools, visit them, and see that their 
children are punctual and regular in their attendance, — that it is of 
very little use for the Town or State to furnish money to sustain free 
schools. 

There are two or three things absolutely requisite to the proper ex- 
penditure of school money. , . . 
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1st. A good school-house, pleasantly situated and well ventilated ;«6 
as to be cool in summer, and easily warmed in winter. 

2d. A competent teacher; one who understands the business, and 
is fairly compensated for the services rendered. 

3d. Regular and punctual attendance of the scholars. This is all-im- 
portant to the success of any school. An irregular attendant can receive 
but little benefit from the very best teacher, and not only so, but the whole 
school is more or less injured by the irregularities of one or of a few. 
The time of the teacher is unnecessarily occupied with the tardy ones, 
and all are kept back in their studies. Could we duly impress parents 
with the importance of this matter, we feel sure they would apply the 
remedy. The very trifling causes which frequently keep children front 
school, might easily be obviated ; and a little exertion on the part of par- 
ents, would cause the attendance to be punctual and regular. Without 
this no school can flourish. We might as well expect our children to 
grow up skillful and expert mechanics .and artizans, by devoting a few 
weeks' time to the acquisition of their trade, as to expect them to reap 
any benefit from our schools without regular, persevering and punctual 
attendance. * 

4th. A continuance of the school during at least nine months in the 
year, and with as little change of teachers as possible. 

5th. A visiting committee, whose duty it shall be to visit frequently 
all the schools in the town, and have the general supervision of the same. 
As this is a very arduous as well as a very necessafy duty, and one re- 
quiring the devotion of much time, this committee should be compens8> 
ted for their services. 

With these things united, we hazard nothing in the assertion, that an 
expenditure in this Town of four or five thousand dollars, would be pro- 
ductive of more direct benefit than would result from the disbursement 
of three times the amount under our preseut arrangement. 

It has been said by some, that our schools are no better now than for- 
merly, when much less money was raised by the town. To this we reply, 
in the first place, that we do not in fact raise much, if any more money 
now, in proportion to the number of children, than formerly. The pop- 
ulation of the Town, it must be remembered, is and has been rapidly 
increasing — so that a school tax of two thousand dollars now, is but little 
if any more than a tax of one thousand dollars a few years ago. In the 
second place we reply, that this Town does not now, and never has, since 
the free school system was established in it, raised a sufficient sum of 
money to secure really good schools. 

In most of the districts, the schools have been kept about three months 
in summer and winter. Now it needs no argument to show, that a 
school kept six months continuously,' will be productive of more than 
double the benefit which cap possibly result from a school kept but three 
months. It is a great waste of money, and wi etched economy, for an/, 
district to keep a short school. The benefit received is not at all ade- 
quate to the amount of money expended. No teacher, be he ever so 
competent can in ten or twelve .weeks do any more than begin to learn 
the children under his care. And then, just as he has fairly commenced 
his school and has reduced to some sort of order, the chaotic materials 
of which it is composed— juut, as he has become^ acquainted with the vari- . 
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ous characters and disposition of the children under hi* charge, and has 
heard a few lessons — he leaves. The interval before school again com- 
mences is so long, that what little has been learned is nearly all forgotten, 
and the same ground has, by the next teacher, to be gone over. 

THE AMOUNT OP MONEY NECESSARY TO BE RAISED, 

should then, in the opinion of the Committee, be sufficient to enable 
each district to have a school under a good teacher, for at least nine 
months in the year. To accomplish this object with, our present popu- 
lation, four thousand dollars is, absolutely necessary, and whatever sum 
we raise less than this, will detract from the efficiency of our schools, 
and prevent the rising generation from receiving at our hands, those 
advantages which are their proper right.. . ,, 

The money received from the State, together with the probable receipts 
of the registry tax, will produce about thirteen hundred dollars ; leaving 
twenty-seven hundred dollars to. be raised by ; the Town, in order to carry 
pn our schools with vigor and success. 

The Committee have no wish to dictate to the Town in this matter, 
but being placed by their fellow citizens in the responsible office of 
Guardians of its educational interests, they would be false to themselves, 
did they do less than to state plainly their convictions. 

It gives us pleasure to remark, that our fellow townsmen have shown 
themselves very willing to increase their school appropriation, and w$ 
trust that an additional tax of a few cents on every hundred dollars, will 
be. cheerfully met, when it is to be applied to so good an object* 

Asa matter of encouragement, and to show that the committee are not 
aj all extravagant in their ideas of the amount of money necessary to be 
raised, we will state, that more than seven-eights of the towns in the 
State of Massachusetts, raise by direct taxation, more money for their 
schools, than we receive from both Town and State appropriations — while 
there are but twelve towns (including the cities) in that iacge State, 
whose valuation of taxable, property, or whose number of children is 
greater than our own ; and in quite a number of towns with one-half as 
many children as we number, and with less than half the amount of taxa- 
ble property that this town is possessed of, a larger amount is raised by 
direct tax for the support of their schools, than we appropriate to the 
same object, with the State to help us, and the avails of the registry tax 
into the bargain We shall surely be shamed Into doing something bet- 
ter,, if no other cause will operate upon us. 

It is also recommended that the Town authorise the School Commit- 
tee to appoint either from their own number, or from the citizens at 
large, as may seem best, a 

> VISITING COMMITTEE, 

of one, two, or trnree persons, who shall be paid' by the Town for their 
services, (leaving the number and compensation at the discretion of the 
School Committee) and whose duty it shall be, acting under the direction 
of the School Committee, to visit ail the free schools in the Town at the 
beginning and close of each term, ami oftener if necessary — to compare 
their condition and progress — to make such suggestions to teachers and 
trustees as may be necessary— 40 examine the condition of the school- 
houses, &c, and to make a written report ofthe state of each free school 
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in the Town* We regard this matter as one of great importance to the 

best success of our free schools. The cost will be trifling in comparison 
with the benefit which the Town will receive. 

Under the present arrangeinnnt, each school is visited by a different 
member of the Committee, perhaps once or twice during the term. 
There is no opportunity for a comparison of the different schools', or 
different modes of teaching and government. Each school is nearly 
isolated from every other, and goes on year after year in the same rou- 
tine, with very litte improvement. Let a committee be appointed for th£ 
express purpose, who shall be compensated for their services, and the 
schools will then be frequently visited — a uniformity of system established 
throughout the town — the most forward and best conducted schools can 
be made to stimulate and excite to greater exertion those which are less 
forward — the teachers will be more faithful and vigilant if their schools, 
are frequently subject to examination by the visiting committee* and the 
scholars will be induced to better behavior and more studious habits, 
when the authority of the teacher is backed by their visits and in^uenoe. 
We should, in fact, regard the appointment of such a committee as a 
saving of money to the Town, because under their supervision, the school 
money might be made to go much farther than at present, and be more 
usefully applied. 

The Committee are much pleased in being able to state, that during 
the past year an increased interest has been manifested in the public, 
schools in nearly every district. In several, new and commodious, school 
houses have been, or are being erected ; in other districts the houses 
have been repaired or painted. With one or two exceptions the dis- 
tricts have shown a ready willingness to tax themselves for these pur- 
poses. Let this spirit be met by the town, let a liberal appropriation be 
made to the schools, and let a committee be appointed to see that the 
money is spent in the best manner, and we can have in this town as good 
schools as can be found in the city of Providence or any where else- lo 
this matter we cannot, if we would, remain stationary ; we shall inevita- 
bly go backward if we do not progress. 

There are several other topics requiring notice at our hands, but 
which the limits of this report will forbid. We cannot however forbear 
saying a word in favor of the establishment of District School Libraries. 
The importance of good and useful books for children and youth to read} 
will be generally admitted. Many hours will be well spent if the good 
book is at hand, which would otherwise be wasted in idleness or some- 
thing worse. A good district library can be obtained at a very small 
expense, and we hope that no district will long be without one. 

In conclusion, let us express the hope that our fellow citizens will give 
the matters set forth in this report, the consideration which their impor- 
tance demands. At our next annual Town Meeting, which occurs in a 
few days, they will again be called upon to make an appropriation for 
their free schools; and the School Committee have ordered that this, 
report be printed and circulated throughout the Town, to help awaken an 
interest in the subject, and that all may be well informed and fully pre- 
pared to act upon this important question. 

AU of which is respectfully submitted by the School Committee of 
the. Town of North Providence, 

LEMVEL ANGEJX, C^im^ 
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF SMITHFIELD. * 
Submitted June 6, 1847. 

The school committee of the town, in accordance with the Act res-" 
pecting public schools (Sec. V. |J. 13,) have prepared and beg leave to 
present the following report : 

1 The various topics to which your attention is invited may be noticed 
under the following heads : 

I. What the school committee have done. 
II. What the several districts have done and are doing. 
III. What yet remains to be done, with suggestions for improvement. 

I. What the School Committee have done. 

The principal subjects to which the labors of the committee have been 
mainly directed are — visiting schools, examining teachers, prescribing 
rules and regulations for the general government of the schools, select- 
ing and introducing a uniform system of books, locating school houses, 
examining plans and specifications of the same, altering the lines and 
settling the undefined bounds of school districts. 

Visiting schools. — On entering upon the official duties of our appoint- 
ment, we were early impressed with a sense of the high responsibility 
devolving upon us, as well as the vast amount of labor to be performed 
in the proper discharge of those duties in the superintendence of the 
public schools of this town. 

The board of committee being composed of only three members, in 
charge of the schools of an extensive township, comprising thirty-six 
school districts, and rising of forty different schools, a large amount of 
labor must necessarily fall upon each individual of the committee, espe- 
cially if the schools receive that attention even, which fulfills the mere 
letter of the law. 

" A large portion of the schools has two terms in the year ; a summer 
term and a winter term, and each term of school generally has a differ- 
ent teacher, a male being usually empldyed in the winter and a female 
in the summer school. 

"In our forty schools then there are at least eighty school terms during 
the year and nearly as many different teachers ; now the law requires that 
every teacher shall be examined, and that every school shall be visited 
by one or more of the committee " at least twice during each term of 
schooling, once within two weeks after the opening, and again within 
two weeks preceding the close of the school, at which visits, they shall 
examine the register of the teacher and other matters touching the school 
houses, Kbrary, studies, discipline, modes of teaching, and the improve- 
rrfejit of the schools." And if these visits are conducted in such a way 
as to answer in any degree the intention of the law — in such a way as to 
be of any use in fact to the public schools of this town ; they must of 
necessity demand much time and attention on the part of the committee. 

'The eighty school terms require one hundred and sixty visits ; and 
no one of the committee could devote to this single duty sufficient time 
and labor' to visit all the schools in town (to say nothing of his various 
other duties) without a total relinquishment of all other business. 

And hence in contemplating the best means of fulfilling the requisi- 
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tioBB of the 4aw-^f accomplishing the greatest amount of labor, in a 
maimer the most beneficial to the public schools, and at the same time 
regarding a prudent economy, it was found, expedient to assign certain 
•sections of the town, including a certain number of schools to each indi- 
vidual of the committee, who should hare the more special charge of the 
schools in his respective jurisdiction. This plan however does not allow 
us to make a very accurate general comparison* of the respective merits 
of the various school's in town ; yet it was deemed the best course under 
present circumstances we could adopt. And in this way it is believed 
all the schools with very few exceptions have been visited according to 
law by some one member of the committee, and where exceptions occur- 
ed, they were generally in- consequence of the committee not being ap- 
prized of the time when the school commenced or closed. 

We have endeavored upon the whole to give the best attention to this 
important department of our labors, that circumstances would allpw. 
The object of the committee in visiting schools has been, or ought to 
have been to improve their condition, to see that the pfublic money .set 
apart for the noble purpose of educating the people, has not been wasted— 
to institute as far as practicable at every visit a careful incjuirV into^ every 
thing that affects the character and welfare of the schools— to make the 
peculiar management of the teacher in relation tD those various duties he 
iB bound to discharge— his example, discipline, government, methods of 
instruction and the nature of those influences this: management is calou- 
latedto exert over the objects of his charge; to observe the outward 
deportment and the moral as well as intellectual improvement of the, 
pupils, the manner in which they keep their books and desks, the neat- 
ness and order of the school-room, and grounds around the school house; 
to encourage them to diligence and good behavior by exciting a lauda-r 
ble emulation in presenting worthy, examplesnfrom other schools, and by 
arousing proper motives of action in holding up to their view the price- 1 
less advantages of a good education as the natural reward of persevering 
industry and meritorious conduct. 

Examining teachers. — In regard to the examination and qualifications 
of teachers, it may be observed that we consider one of the first steps, 
towards elevating the character of the public schools, is to raise the 
standard of qualifications in teachers, and hence, we have endeavored to 
be duly cautious in approbating individuals for the important charge of 
instructing our youth. And it is a pleasure to say that we have been 
rarely placed under the mortifying alternative of denying certificates to 
those whom we have examined. 

Two or three instances of this kind however have occurred in the 
early part of the present school >ear ; but since that time, we have not 
been troubled with any candidates, who could not sustain a fair, and, 
comparatively speaking, tolerably thorough examination. Although 
the teachers have, it is true, fallen far short in several instances of what 
would be desirable or ought to be expected, yet we are gratified in ex- 
pressing our conviction that they have generally sustained an honorable 
character in the discharge of their respective duties. No instance hav- 
ing occurred within our knowledge where a single , certificate has been, 
annulled either for want of ability to teach and govern a school, or for] 
want of satisfactory evidence of a good moral character. 

The schools have been with scarcely an exception, continued through 
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the term for which the teacher was hired, and conducted with general 
satisfaction to the committee. And when teachers have manifested a 
peculiar tact in managing a school, or a special interest in the profession 
of teaching, we have recommended them to remain in town, and if pos- 
sible to continue in the same school in order to secure the services of the 
best teachers and those especially who design to make teaching a perma- 
nent business. 

Rules and Regulations. — In order to carry out the plans of the public 
school system and to promote the best intercuts of popular education, the 
law very justly requires the school committees of the several towns to " pre- 
scribe and cause to be put up, or furnished to each teacher a general sys- 
tem of rules and regulations for the admission and attendance of pupils, 
the classification, studies, books, discipline, and methods of instruction 
in the public schools." 

To this part of our duty early attention was given ; and such a system 
of rules was carefully drawn up and adopted as seemed best suited to 
Our town, and best calculated to improve the condition of the public 
schools. 

These roles have been furnished to every school in the town and have 
been received by teachers and trustees generally as we believe with 
much satisfaction, and their good effects already manifested by aiding 
the teacher in the faithful discharge of their responsible labors, and in 
establishing a more uniform and systematic course of discipline and int- 
struction, are the best proofs of their adaptation to promote the object 
intended. 

In order to insure co-operation on the part of the districts in carrying 
these regulations into effect, the committee at the same time issued a 
circular addressed to the trustees of every district, setting forth some 
prominent features of the law and urging several important points of duty . 

Cireuiar.^To the Trustees of School DUtriet JVb. — . 

The Legislature of this state, by their recent act, have made it the duty of the 
School Committee of this town, among other things, lf To prescribe and cause to be 
put up in each school House, or furnished to each teacher, a general system of rules 
and regulations, for the admission and attendance of pupils, the classification, studies, 
books, discipline, and methods of instruction in the public schools." 

In fulfilling the duty enjoined upon us, we have drawn up a set of" rules and reg- 
ulations," which we herewith send you, and we recommend that they be put into a 
cheap frame and hung up in a conspicuous place in the school house. 

It will be seen that rules £ and 19, imply that every school is furnished with a hand* 
bell and thermometer. 

You will observe, by reference to the law, that no teacher can be employed who 
does not present a certificate, either from the Town Committee, or County Inspector, 
or the State Commissioner. 

We would also call your attention tq another portion of the law, Section V., V 12, 
by whifch it wiU be seen that the committee are "To draw an order on the treasurer 
of the town, in favor of such districts only as shall have made return to them in mat- 
ter and form required by said committee, or by the Commissioner of Public Schools, 
from which It shall appear, among other things, that for the year ending first of May 
previous, one or more public schools had been kept for at least four months by a 
teacher properly qualified, and in a school house approved by the committee, and the 
money designated " teachers' money," received from the treasurer of the town for 
the year previous, had been applied to the wages of teachers and fomo other purpose 
whatever.** 

The law requires the town tcnHnittee to visit all the schools, " fa least twice each 
tA^o^^ifti&tw weeks after Jhe opening, and again within to weeks preceding 
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Introduction of Bookt*~<The introd action of t uniform system of pro- 
per text books for the tite of our schools formed the next subject of con- 
sideration. On examining the schools we found a great diversity of books 
in use, and often three or four different kinds on the same subject in the 
same school, and some of them ill adapted, as we thought, to the purposes 
for which they were used. 

This necessarily produced much confusion in the classification of the 
schools, retarded the progress of the pupils, and caused great loss of 
time and labor on the part of the teachers. 

After much time and labor devoted to the selection and examination 
of books, the following were recommended for adoption. 

The Holy Bible, Webster's or, Worcester's Dictionary, Russell's series 
of Reading Books, Morse's New School Geography, Col burn's Mental, 
and Thompson's Practical Arithmetic, Wells' School Grammar, Gallau- 
det's and Hooker's Spelling Book, Fowles' do., Town's Anulysis and De- 
finer, Wilson's History of the United States. 

Many have a strong predilection for old books and old systems, while 
the expense of purchasing new ones before the old ones are worn out, 
affords if not a serious, at least a very plausible objection. 

The latter difficulty however we were able to overcome successfully 
by making arrangements with the publishers of the above named books, 
to supply at a very great discount, all the schools in town with a suffi- 
cient number of books to furnish, every scholar with an introductory copy 
of each kind needed. 

And by employing agents or book dealers to receive and deliver them 
to the several school districts, without compensation or profit, we have 
been enabled to save much expense to parents and individuals of the 
town and to introduce into our public schools a uniform system of stand- 
ard books at a price so extremely low that no one has pretended to com- 
plain of the expense. 

About 600 Morse's Geographies, 700 Gall audet's and Hooker's Spel- 
ling Books, and 2000 volumes of Russell's Reading Books, have already 
been distributed in the schools. 

From the sale of these at the reduced prices a saving has been effected 
of $575, and on the Arithmetics, Grammars and other books of $125. 
Making an aggregate difference on the whole between the prices at 
which they were introduced and the usual retail prices of $700. 

Those who at first seemed most prejudiced against a change, could not 
refuse to comply with the advice of the committee, when informed of the 
great sacrifice made on the prices of books for the purpose of introduo- 

the close of the school." In order to do this, it is necessary that early information 
of the time of opening and closing the school should be given to the committee. 

You will perceive the trustees also are required to visit the school in their own 
district twice in each term. And we would further recommend that the trustees 
invite and encourage parents, and others interested in education, to visit the schools 
in their respective districts, as often at possible. 

The committee have devoted considerable tima and attention to the examination 
and selection of books, and will soon be able to report a list of such as they recom- 
mend to be used in tht public school*. 

CHARLES flYEE, > Schoot Committee 
JUNIA S. MOWKT,> of the 

JAMES BUSHEE, ) Toton of SmithfielS. 

4b 
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ing them ; and the great importance of hiving a uniform system in all 
the schools, and especially in the same school, even if no higher object 
was to be obtained than the mere point of economy to the parents. 
Every new teacher on entering his school has hitherto exercised the 
right of gratifying his own views by recommending some favorite books* 

Hence the diversity of text books has been multiplied to such an ex* 
tent as to defeat all order of classification, and subject the parents to 
much unwarrantable expense. But when a permanent and uniform sys- 
tem of books is once established by the authority of the town, parents 
will no longer have just cause to complain of the expense and trouble of 
a continual change of class-books every three or six months, and teach- 
ers will no longer be subjected to the grievous perplexity of attempting 
to classify their schools with nearly as many different text books on the 
same subject as there are scholars in school. 

Location of school-houses and boundaries of Districts — The law re- 
quires the location of new school-houses and the plans and specification 
of the same to be approved by the school committee* This subject has 
occupied no inconsiderable sh:ire of our attention. When called by the 
contending parties of a district to. settle differences of opinion and to 
locate their school -house, we have exercised our best judgment in the 
, discharge of this duty, always keeping in view the general good of the 
district, and after obtaining by due examination all possible facts in the 
case, we have always endeavored to weigh these facts in the scale of candor 
and impartiality. But when a tailor can make a coat to fit every man's 
back in the district, then the committee can find a spot of land for a 
school-house that will suit every man's mind. 

The geographical centre of the district, or the centre of the greatest 
amount of population may frequently be redered by various circumstan- 
ces a very unsuitable site even if the owners offered no objection. 

Traces yet remain of the idea (and we are sorry to say it,) that a good 
decent piece of ground that will raise corn and potatoes is too good for a 
school-house, — that some gloomy, barren, rocky place, fit for nothing else 
is also sufficient for that purpose. 

As regards the boundary lines of the several districts, we, frequently 
found them too indefinite for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of 
taxable property justly belonging to each, and hence in those districts 
where a tax has been levied in order td build or repair school -houses, we 
have re-run the lines and defined the bounds more particularly. 

We have also made such a Iterations in the lines of some other districts «s 
the good of the school? uould seem to requive, always endeavoring to con- 
solidate and enlarge small districts when practicable, believing this to be 
an important means of improving our schools. But the lines and bounds 
of many of the districts are still too indefinite for the convenience of fix- 
ing the valuation of the ratable estate; and it would in the opinion of 
the committee save much time and trouble if the districts were all accu- 
rately surveyed and their bounds determined, so that a correct map of 
the same- may be drawn up for reference, — such a map it is believed 
would be of greut utility. 

II- What the districts have done. 

Having presented you with a brief outline of the principal labors of 
the school committee, we would in the second place, call your attention 
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to what the several districts have done, in carrying forward the great 
work of improvement in the cause of general education.. Many of the 
districts have not been wanting in a laudable zeal to better the condition 
of their public schools. Several new school houses have been erected 
within the past year, according to approved plans ; and others are now 
in progress of building.- Also some old ones have been efficiently repair- 
ed or MX least undergone a very pleasing transmutation. The slab seats 
and old rubbish have been removed for neat and comfortable desks, and 
the dark and smoky walls festooned with cobwebs have been faithfully 
cleansed, and are now in some cases decorated with maps and charts 
offering means of useful instruction, and presenting an aspect far better 
calculated to suggest proper associations to the minds of youth, and to 
form the character of the rising generation for future usefulness and 
happiness. 

Districts No. 1, No. 8 and No. 34, have built new houses in which 
their schools have been taught one term, although the fences and yards 
around them are yet incomplete. 

Districts No. 9, No. 10, No. 12, No. 23, No. 30, No. 32, No. 33 and 
No. 36, are in progress of building, or at least have taken some action 
upon the subject. 

Districts No. 4 and No. 25, have been repaired, No. 7, No. 18, No. 
27 and No. 29, are in anxious expectation of repairing or furnishing 
some better accommodation for their schools. 

The following summary gives a general idea of the appropriations 
which have heen made and are about to be made for the purpose of build- 
ing and repairing school-houses. 

Expense of the three houses just erected, 81200,00 

Contemplated cost of the eight about to be erected) 9000,00 

Sum expended in building and repairing previous to the 

present year and since 1843, 7000,00 

Making an aggregate amount of, $17,200,00 

which has been expended in the erection of new buildings and in bet- 
tering the condition of old ones since those movements commenced, 
which have resulted in the present organization of our public schools. 
The appropriations and expenditures for the support of public schools 
the year past are as follows : 

Amount from the State, .... $2175,23 

" raised by the town, .... 2000,00 
« of registry tax, - - 629,02 

Total, $4804,25 

Half of which was divided equally among thirty-six districts, making 
$66,72 to each, the other half being apportioned according to the aver- 
age number of scholars in attendance the preceding year, making $1,66 
to each scholar. In addition to this, particular-districts and manufactur- 
ing companies have raised about $1100 for the support of their schools, 
making the whole appropriations nearly $6000. 

The whole number of scholars registered 2160. 

Average attendance 1534. 
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Average length of school term 5J mouths. 

Average wflg^s of teachers per mouth including hoard — males $27— 
females $17. 

The amount of appropriation to each district and other matters re* 
specting the individual schools are exhibited in the following, — 

STATISTICAL TABLE. 
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It appears from the foregoing table that fifty different teachers have 
been employed in the town, 24 males and 20 females, that thirteen dis- 
tricts have employed males exclusively, that eleven have employed both 
male and female, the male teachers generally being engaged in the winter 
schools, and the female in the -summer schools, that twelve districts have 
employed females exclusively both for their winter and summer schools. 

Those winter schools taught by females have generally succeeded well, 
some of them indeed would not suffer in comparison with our best schools, 
taught by males, in good government and thorough instruction. 

In many districts the schools are small and the scholars quite young 
and backward, and it appears to us that a good thorough female teacher 
is better adapted to these schools, and we would recommend trustees to 
employ females more generally in the winter schools, as we believe they 
would have as good schools at less expense, and of course would be able 
to continue the school a much longer time for the same money. 

The districts have in many cases manifested a commendable disposi* 
tion to co-operate with the town and State in order to carry out the spirit 
of the law. 

The trustees have generally been careful in the selection of teachers, 
and have in not a few instances exhibited a deep interest in the improve- 
ment of the schools being always ready to comply with any suggestions 
of the committee in making such arrangements as would render the 
school-room more convenient, comfortable or pleasant, in supplying pro- 
per fixtures and furnishing necessary articles of apparatus — such as maps, 
globe, clock, thermometer, &c, without which no school-room is com- 
pletely furnished. 

And we think it can be safely said that the schools never have been at 
any former period in so good a condition as at the present time. 

More system and order and better modes of teaching are evidently 
gaining ground. 

The teachers express a greater interest in their pupils and the pupils 
in their turn show more respect to the teachers. 

Without naming teachers or specifying schools we are happy to report 
that there have been some efficient, well regulated and thoroughly taught 
schools in our town the past year. And it is very apparent that a more 
elevated tone pervades the public mind, and that a decidedly increasing 
interest is manifested on the subject of education. 

Several of the districts have liberally raised funds by rate bills, by tax, 
and by private munificence, in order to continue the school after the ex- 
penditures of the public money, especially in villages and manufacturing 
districts. 

Thus in Slatersville, Bern on, Hamlet, Manville and Central Falls, 
the schools are Continued throughout the year ; and the manufacturing 
companies of these villages have come forward in the spirit of true liberal* 
ity and advanced money in addition to the public appropriations to sup- 
port good schools in their respective districts. 

The present organization of our public school system has scarcely 
emerged from the cradle of existence— yet its soul-animating light which 
we fondly hope is destined soon to illuminate our land, is already begin- 
ning to cheer us with some faint and glimmering rays. Its happy results 
already appear in distant perspective, in thennmerous indications of im» 
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provemeni every where witnessed a*dund us, in the more effective means 
and better plana about to be carried into operation for the general diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge. 

It seems to have aroused the slumbering energies of the people,, and 
awakened a spirit of interest and inquiry in all clashes of the community. 

The subject of common schools and common school education is be- 
ginning to take a more prominent stand among the absorbing topics of 
the day ; and is about to be supported by a more faithful bpud and guard- 
ed by a more watchful eye. 

Public opinion is beginning to attach a becoming respect to the pro- 
fession of teaching} and calls for higher attainments in those who assume 
the sacred responsibility of that profession, while the law steps in to aid 
in the great work of elevating the character of our schools by requiring 
a satisfactory test of every teacher's qualifications before he can receive 
hrs charge. And the consequence is, that we have had better teachers 
and better schools. The teachers have generally beeu more careful to 
qualify themselves for their duties, and have manifested a greater degree 
of interest in the schools, and a more laudable ambitiou to sustain aa 
honorable reputation in their calling. 

If the. interests of the schools are properly guarded by the officers ap- 
pointed for that purpose, the teachers are well aware that any violation: 
of trust on their part, would meet with its just rebuke, while on the 
other hand they are stimulated to exertion and to duty by an honest con- 
viction that their faithful labors will eventually receive their merited 
reward. 

A decided indication of improvement in our teachers and schools, as 
well as a more sound state of public sentiment in reference to this mat- 
ter, is found in the fact that the compensation of teachers is advancing. 
This* shows there is a demand for better teachers; and this demand is 
answered by better wages. 

We cannot expect to have good schools until we have good teachers, 
and we cannot have good teachers without paying for their services. 
t ; The increasing interest manifested by parents is also a favorable as- 
surance of the future prosperity of our schools 

.Some who have never been inside the district school-house where their 
children have been and are now being educated, or scarcely given the 
school a passing thought from one year to another, now begin to think; 
that the professed object of the mighty public movements in ou/ land, is 
commensurate with the importance of those movements — that the object 
is of no less moment than that of educating the rising generation for the 
great duties of life — of no less moment than that of raising a beacon 
Ught to guide thte future destimies of their children, and the 'query returns 
home to their minds with fearful meaning* *' Why stand we here idle?" 
Is there nothing for us to do 1 Is there no way to assist in carrying for- 
ward this great work ? Can we do nothing for those who are doing so 
much for eur children ? 

The answer is already implied in the fact that we have been occasion- 
ally gratified in our regular school visits, to meet some kind parents in 
the school room, listening to the exercises of a favorite son or daughter 
with an anxiety; of countenance whicJkhespoke the workings of the mind ; 
and the same parents we have noticed enquiring of the teacher with deep 
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solicitude about the progress and general' deportment of their children, 
and charging him to extend a watchful care over the moral conduct of 
that son or daughter, which was perhaps the only remaining hope of their 
declining years. 

The teacher is cheered onward in his labors and encouraged to a more 
faithful discharge of his duties by this general interest on the part of the 
parents; and the pupils soon exhibit its favorable influence by a more 
implicit obedience to order and a more attentive application to study. 

III. What remains to be done, and what ought to be done. 

We would not persuade you that all is sunshine — there is yet a dark 
side to the picture. Notwithstanding the great improvement of our pub- 
lic schools, and the increasing interest manifested in the noble cause of 
popular education, there yet remains much to be done, a great work to be 
accomplished, before the schools approach to what they ought to be. 
Many of our schools are very defective ; and we are not supplied through- 
out the town with good school houses, furnished inside and out with the 
necessary convenience and arrangements for the intellectual improve- 
ment and moral habits of the pupils. We are yet behind man}? of our 
neighboring towns in this respect. 

A Jarge number of the school houses are still in a miserable condition, 
and many of them at the same time owned by private individuals, or by 
companies, so that the districts do not consider themselves obligated to 
repair them, and could not in some cases find the rightful owners, or ob- 
tain a clear title, if they were disposed to purchase them. This places 
sach districts in a very awkward dilemma, and throws a formidable baN 
rier in the way of improvement. Other districts are yet without any 
houses at all, the schools being kept in private dwellings or in other build- 
ings wholly unfit for the purpose. These districts, however we consider 
much more fortunately circumstanced than those having a poor school 
house, owned by nobody, and that same nobody obligated to keep it in 
repair, especially when a majority of the district think it folly to build 
a house so long as they already have one. 

Out of thirty-six districts four have no school house, and twenty out 
of the remaining thirty-two occupy houses owned by individuals or cor- 
porations. It is justice, however, to say that some of the best school 
houses we have in town are among this number, and that the owners oi* 
proprietors are at the sole expense of keeping them in good repair for the 
benefit of the dirtrict where they are located. 

It appears then, that only twelve districts, or one-third part of the 
whole, have houses of their own. Many of the houses are badly located, 
badly seated, too small on the ground, and too low studded, besides being 
wholly destitute of those external and internal arrangements which con- 
venience and propriety require. 

School houses should be constructed of ample dimensions, the size on 
the ground depending, of course, in particular cases, upon the number of 
scholars; but all houses should have high* ceilings, with good ventila- 
tion, and proper means of supplying a sufficient quantity of pure air. 
This subject, though not generally appreciated, is too vastly important tp 
be overlooked. 
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Every good school house, where hoys and girls attend the same school, 

should have two separate yards, (one for the males and the other for the 
females,) of convenient extent for exercise and play grounds, with appro- 
priate out buildings. 

This arrangement would obviate the necessity of having two distinct 
recesses every half day, (one for the boys and the other for the girls,) and 
thus half an hour each day, or one-twelfth part of the whole term of 
schooling, which would be otherwise lost, might be saved, it would be 
economy then to the districts to have two yards, without reference to the 
great convenience to the teacher, and the moral influence upon the pu- 
pils. We ar very sorry to say that most of the districts are sadly deficient 
in this respect ; many of them having no sort of yard or out buildings con- 
nected with them for the accommodation of the scholars ; none of those 
conveniences which are so indispensable to the decency and good morals 
of the pupils, and which modesty would blush to be without. There are 
only three or four schools in the town yet furnished with appropriate 
yards and out buildings for both sexes. We hope, however, the new 
houses which have recently been built, and those about to be erected, 
will not long be wanting in these particulars. 

Every school room should be furnished with the' means of promoting 
those habits of neatness and order which good manners and the common 
decencies of civilized life require ; with mats and scrapers for the pupils 
to clean the mud and dirt from their feet on entering the room ; with 
wash-bowl, water-pail, and dipper ; with brooms, dust-pan, and duster. 
Such habits belong to a good education as much as reading and writing ; 
and how can they be acquired without suitable means to encourage them. 
The neater and better the school room and furniture are, the neater and 
better scholars will be disposed to keep them. 

Again for the convenient management and proper instruction of a 
school, some fixtures and little articles of apparatus, such as have been 
mentioned, are very necessary in a school room. 

A blackboard is indispensable in every school, and we are happy to 
say that all the schools in town are supplied, with only two exceptions. 
Outline maps and charts are very useful in teaching the principles of 
geography, a subject well adapted to scholars of nearly all ages and 
classes. A small globe is a very important article for the purpose of 
illustrating to the whole school, or to a class, the figure and motions of the 
earth. Geometrical solids and diagrams are highly needful for general 
illustrations, 

Among the mere fixtures necessary to carry on the business of the 
school room, may be mentioned a hand-bell, clock, and thermometer. 

After visiting a well regulated school, and observing the various uses 
of a hand.-bell, it would be difficult to conceive how a teacher could get 
along without one. Nearly all the movements of the school are carried 
on by the use of the bell. It gives the signal for beginning and the sig- 
nal for closing the school ; the signal for order and stillness, and the sig- 
nal for liberty and exercise. It calls the classes to recite, and excuses 
them when the recitations are over ; and, in short, one-third part of the 
labor of talking is frequently saved by this little instrument, and many 
teachers know by sad experience, that a hand-bell is much cheaper than 
a pair of lungs. 
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A dock is a more necessary article in a school room than most people 
are aware ; it is not only very convenient to the teacher, but highly use- 
ful to the scholars ; it stands to them as a faithful sentinel, pointing out 
the precise time for recitation, counting the idle moments, and showing at 
a glance the number of minutes left to prepare their lessons. By it the 
pupils are constantly reminded of the rapid flight of those moments which 
make up days, years, and centuries, and which are perpetually bringing 
to a close those successive periods of time, when the pupils are to exhi- 
bit, to their honor or dishonor, the manner they have improved those 
moments. Thus the pupils are led to set a higher value on time, and 
conducted to habits of system and order in their studies. 

A thermometer also should be in every well regulated school room. 
Aside from its utility in regulating the temperature, it is worth more to* 
every school than the cost of it, as an article of apparatus for the purpose 
of showing what a thermometer is. An intelligent teacher might give 
the school many useful practical lessons by the aid of this little instm** 
ment For example : He could explain the nature of the materials of 
which it is composed ; the peculiar properties of that metalic fluid, mer- 
cury, with which it is filled ; the effect of heat and cold in expanding and 
contracting different substances ; the manner and principle of its construe* 
tion ; afcd the important uses to which it is applied.* 
We regret to say that in nearly all these very necessary articles, our schools* 
as a general thing are sadly deficient, there being but eleven schools out 
of forty in town, that have maps or charts of any kind, and six only that 
are furnished with a globe, clock, and thermometer, and not more than 
half the schools have even a hand-bell, yet the teacher gets along somo 
way without it. When he wishes to call in the scholars, at noon or re- 
cess, he thumps upon the windo-r, (which in many cases may be very 
easily rattled,) and if that does not answer, he mounts a neighboring wall or 
fence and shouts at the top of his voice, or if he would save his lungs, the 
necessary warning is given the scholars by smartly beating the door or side 
of the school house with a cudgeL All these methods we have wit- 




Price of a hand-bell sufficient for school purposes may be 
from 75 cents to 
Price of clock, 
Price of thermometer, 

Total, $5 00 

The sum of five dollars, then, would furnish each school with these 
three important articles, and the expense of a globe, maps, &c., above 
mentioned, would not probably exceed twenty dollars. A very incon- 
siderable sum for a district to raise, compared with the great convenience 
and utility of these things, in conducting a school. 

When a, school is once supplied with these articles they will last for 
years, if properly taken care of, and as no school can be what it ought to 



* An excellent kind of thermometer, and well adapted to schools, has been recently 
constructed expressly for the public schools in the city of Providence. They axe sol<& 
at Pardon Miller's, Providence, R. I. 

4c 
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be without then, we sincerely hope that to large a proportion of our dis- 
tricts will not long be wanting in this respect. 

After furnishing proper school houses and proper fixtures, we want 
proper teachers to occupy them. Although our teachers, it is believed, 
did themselves much credit as a body, the past year, still there is much 
room for improvement. 

We wish to see a higher standard of qualification in those who instruct 
our public schools. We wish to see teachers better prepared generally in 
all respects to discharge the duties of their profession. We have not un- 
frequentiy been mortified on the examination of candidates to find them 
most deficient, in those things they most needed to teach, in reading and 
orthography, in the elementary sounds of the letters, and in the first prin- 
ciples of the grammar of our language. 

A teacher, so far as mere literary attainments are concerned, should in 
the first place have correct and definite ideas of those subjects he pretends 
to teach ; and in the second place, he should possess the capacity of com- 
municating those ideas to others. No teacher certainly can impart that 
knowledge to his pupils which he does not possess himself. If his own 
ideas are indistinct and confused, such will he convey to his pupils. And 
however clear his own ideas may be, if he does not possess the ability of 
imparting them to others he is unqualified to fill the station of teacher. 
In order to be properly prepared for his business he must have a peculiar 
tact of communicating, a faculty of arousing the attention and exciting an 
interest in his class, on whatever subject he attempts to teach. Many 
fail on this point ; they seem to have ideas enough in their own heads, but 
cannot put them into the heads of others. They have no faculty of 
imparting knowledge in a manner to produce a proper impression upon 
the minds of their pupils. And hence a sort of dull monotony per- 
vades the school ; no life or animation in the classes ; no mental energy 
and activity. The scholars could hardly tell whether they were reciting 
arithmetic or geography, and never know where their lesson begins or 
ends. The teacher's general manner,, his every movement, and meas- 
ured monotony, all tend to throw a sort of magnetic lethargy over the 
classes ; a kind of morbid sprfl which they have no power to break. 
Such a person may make a good mesmerizer but a poor school teacher. 
His scholars are ever complaining of their misery in school and the per- 
plexity of their studies. 

One boy says, "I have such a poor memory, I am so hard to learn, 1 
never can see into my arithmetic. 

Says another, " My grammar is so dull and dry 1 shall never learn 
it, and may as well give it up." 

Although the teacher may possess all other requisite qualifications, if 
wanting in this he never will succeed. He may be kind and amiable in 
his disposition, faithful to all the little points of duty, manifesting a deep 
interest in the school, and even laboring hard too for its welfare, yet he 
is not satisfied with his labor, something evidently is wrong; the parents 
think the fault is in their children, and the children think it is in their 
studies. But let another teacher take the same classes, and they seem 
transformed as if by magic into new creatures; you see different counte- 
nances, and hear different voices. 
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<c 1 begin to like arithmetic very well," says one. . " 1 did not think 
grammar could be so interesting ," says another. 

A teacher roust study his profession. He should have a definite idea 
of the most approved methods of teaching and the best plans of con- 
ducting a school before attempting the work, yet how many are employ- 
ed in our schools with little or no knowledge of these things. 

Teaching is a profession, and it is as necessary for the person who 
engages in this profession to obtain a knowledge of it as it is for the 
Lawyer or Physician to obtain a knowledge of his. 

When sick we send for a Physician who has been educated at least in 
the theory of his profession, who understands the nature of the disease 
and the remedies to be applied. 

When we have a few dollars at stake in the law, we employ the best 
counsel we can obtain, never inquiring what he will charge for his ser- 
vices but whether he has thorough knowledge of his business and is qual- 
ified to plead our case 

While at the same time we place the destinies of our children whose 
plastic minds are to be trained for future usefulness and happiness, into 
the hands of persons entirely ignorant of their profession — without even 
any definite conception of what is implied in that comprehensive term 
education — without any just knowledge of the proper methods of mould- 
ing the youthful character and bringing out those faculties which it is 
the peculiar province, of the teacher to develope. 

Not every person is fitted for a teacher though he may be thoroughly 
versed in all the subjects, he wishes to teach — and understand 9 the best 
modes and plans of teaching yet if he does not possess those natural 
qualifications which renders the employment of teaching a pleasing and 
delightful one he is still without those requisites essentially necessary to 
a successful teacher. If a teacher does not like his profession, if he is 
not interested in the subject or science to be taught, and in the business 
of teaching, he never can interest those to whom he is engaged in im- 
parting knowledge. It has become a proverb and none is more true, 
that a teacher above all others should have a due share of common sense, 
which implies a nicety of discernment in marking the injunctions of right 
and duty in all his various relations to the business of teaching and a 
discriminating judgment in executing those injunctions. Perhaps no 
employment of life more frequently requires a judicious exercise of this 
faculty than that of the teacher. 

The school room is constantly presenting new cases never before tried 
where the reason and common sense of the teacher are the sole judge 
and jurors. 

When a teacher has so many different instruments to tune — so many 
different strings to play upon, he must be extremely careful not to touch 
an unhappy note, and thereby produce a harsh and discordant sound 
that may ring in his ears and haunt him for months afterward. 

A teacher should ever maintain that equanimity of mind add dignity of 
character becoming his station, never descending below his business or 
rising above himself. 

His whole conduct should always be consistent with itself, never per- 
mitting the effect of precept to be destroyed by the force of contradic- 
tory example 
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If he enjoins punctuality in his pupils he roust set the example. If 
the teaches his pupils the propriety of being prepared to recite punct- 
ually a} such a time he must be as punctual to hear them at that time. 

If be inculcates the virtues of kindness and good will towards each 
other while he acts the part of a tyrant towards them, his example con- 
radicts his precepts. 

If he teaches his pupils the importance of controling their passions 
and cultivating a kind and amiable disposition, wh.le he suffers his own 
passions to usurp the throne of reason, and laying aside the dignity of 
the teacher allows himself to be seen storming and blustering in the 
school room, his example destroys the influence of his precept. 

His character and reputation in society should be without blemish, 
having a sacred regard to truth and virtue, with a deep sense of his 
moral accountability. 

He should be polite and affable in his manners, correct in his language, 
chaste in his conversation, and dignified in his deportment. 

Such are a few of the qualifications desirable in those who are to fill 
the high and responsible station of the teacher. 

The subject affords an ample and interesting field for remark, but 
this would extend it far beyouud the design or proper limits of this report* 

It is hoped however these few suggestions will, induce parents and 
trustees to think jnore* deeply upon this subject and to place a higher 
degree of importance in the proper qualification of teachers, as one of 
the most effect ul means of producing a radical improvement in the 
condition of our public schools. 

When we consider what a powerful influence for good or for evil, a 
teacher may exert over that little community of plastic minds under his 
charge — when we consider what a slight incident often gives that pecu- 
liar turn to the mind of a child which determines his course in life — the 
every word and action of the teacher affects the balance of right or 
wrong — that the pupils are constantly receiving by precept and example 
ideas and impressions from those to whom they look up for instruction— 
and that these impressions will remain in bold relief pointing to the 
right or to the left and guiding their conduct in after years — we may 
earnestly inquire then what sort of persons ought they to be who should 
assume the sacred responsibility of performing this great work of con- 
ducting the rising generation in the paths of virtue, usefulness and happi- 
ness. And it may be asked how shall we supply our schools with such 
teachers. 

. This is a work of time and labor, and as we believe cannot be done 
at once, but may be done sometime. It is a work in which all who feel 
an interest in the welfare and prosperity of our schools should unite 
their efforts. < 

One important means of accomplishing the object is to have good 
school houses pleasantly located and well furnished. Another means 
is to raise the compensation of teachers, thus holding out inducements 
for more talent and better qualifications. 

If other towns around us have better school houses and pay higher 
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wages than we do they will get ail the good teachers, and we shall have 
to take those they turn away. 

Much depends also upon the efficiency of the school committee in 
carrying out the plans for. the improvement of the schools. Persons 
should be chosen to that office who can devote time and labor to the 
business, — who feel a deep interest in the prosperity of the public schools, 
and will enter into the work with a firm determination of purpose. 
They ought to feel that the true relation in which they stand to these 
institutions is of a high and responsible character; and no considera- 
tion whatever should induce them to barter their trust. They should 
ever act with a conscientious regard to the great interests of the schools* 
independent of sect or party, friendship or relationship, never permitting 
sinister motives or local prejudices to wave their sense of justice. 

With the committee rests the responsibility in a great degree of ans- 
wering for the manner in which the time and money appropriated for the 
benefit of .public schools are expended. 

If the committee neglect to carry out the spirit of the law in the ex- 
amination of teachers, in visiting schools, and in their various other din 
ties — the b^st legislation, and the best public school system in the world 
degenerate into a mere farce, and all the time, labor and money would 
be worse than thrown away. 

A general want of interest on the part of the committee and trustees, 
induce, a sort of cold indifference in the public mind upon the subject 
of education ; and let this state once pervade the community, and we 
are on the retrograde march from civilization to barbarism, and those 
institutions for the diffusion of general knowledge which ought to be 
the pride of this republic and the guardians of its virtue, become the 
nurseries of vice and immorality — ignorance, folly, and crime, take the 
place of virtue, intelligence and prosperity, — and the very means de- 
signed to make us a wise and happy people would prove by neglect, 
unpardonable neglect, the instruments of our ruin. 

The superintendence of the public schools and. the proper expenditure 
of the public funds, in a way that shall meet the expectation of the town, 
and of individuals who have signified the deepest interest in the cause of 
education by their liberal appropriations — in a manner that shall satisfy 
the reasonable anticipations of our Commissioner and answer the great 
ends for which the public school system was instituted — requires the 
most vigilant attention on the part of the school committee. 

No matter what liberality may be bestowed in the cause, no matter 
what amount of funds raised for the support of schools— unless the 
whole has a faithful and judicious oversight, the grand object will be 
defeated. 

But let these appropriations be made to subserve the great object in- 
tended and clearly implied in the spirit of the law, and they become a 
rich and profitable investment. 

It is cheaper to build school houses than alms houses. It is cheaper 
to support good schools than to support that ignorance, poverty and crime 
which inevitably follow a neglect of a p/oper education. • The prosperi- 
ty of our schools is inseparably connected with the dearest rights and 
privileges of our country. The diffusion of general knowledge among 
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all classes of society through the medium of common schools is the 
only safeguard of our republic. 

Those very children now enjoying the privileges of our public schools 
and looking up to us as the guardians of their education, will soon be 
called to fill the highest functions of the nation. And let it be re- 
membered that it depends upon those who now fill these functions 
to say how well qualified the nest generation shall be to take their 
places. When we consider the various faculties to be developed, and 
the vast amount of talent to be called into action in the fifteen hundred 
children now in our public schools, and that the solemn duty of giving 
a proper direction to this talent devolves upon us, how can we betray so sa- 
cred a trust ? When we consider how many noble statues are hidden in 
that rude quarry of two thousand minds, which the polishing hand of 
education may bring out and the awful truth forces itself upon us that we 
are to say whether they shall there remain or whether they shall stand 
forth as ever enduring monuments of their country's honor ! — how long 
shall we bask in the sunshine of indifference ? What labors are too great, 
what sacrifices too dear to make in obtaining the invaluable prize t 

Let all parties be engaged in carrying forward this glorious work ; let 
the town and districts, the committee and trustees, independent of local 
prejudices or party feeling, unite in this common cause, and our public 
schools would soon be what they ought in justice to be, the pride and 
ornament of the town, where the high and, the low, the rich and the 
poor, are seen mingling in the enjoyment of the same privileges, and 
partaking of the same blessings. 

And all the time and money expended in rearing the high standard of 
common school education would be returned tenfold in the virtue and 
intelligence of the people, in all the essential elements of a happy and 
prosperous community. Each school being a beautiful miniature illus- 
tration of the genius of our republican institutions, whose government 
holds out the same privileges to all, making no distinctions of rank, and 
acknowledging no titles but virtue and talent, and these constituting her 
only passports to honor and trust. 

We look forward with hopeful anticipations to the time when the 
spirit of our public school system shall be completely carried out, when 
the most sanguine hopes of the friends of popular education shall be 
fully realized, and when the state of Rhode Island, though " small in 
territory" shall be great in her public schools — when she shall occupy 
the first place among her sister states in the work of education, and 
when the 1 town of Smith field shall occupy the first place among her sister 
towns. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. Hyde, ) School 

Jamrs Bushee, > Committee 
Ahaz Mowry, ) of the Town, 

Smithfield June 8, 1847. 



[The Rules and Regulations preferred to in the above Report will be 
found on page 290 of this volume of the Journal. — Ed.] 
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j&PORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF CUMBERLAND, R. I. FOR 1847. 

The undersigned, in behalf of the School Committee of Cumberland 
would respectfully report to the town, as by law required — " The doings 
of the committee, and the condition, and plans for the improvement of 
the public schools" of the town. 

It affords us much pleasure to say, as we can in general terms, that 
there is among the people of this town, a commendable and growing 
interest in the cause of popular education, and this interest is followed 
as a matter of course by a corresponding improvement in the condition 
of the schools. (( Where there is. a will, there is a way;" and parents 
have the will to do whenever they perceive the necessity of doing. 

But waiving this course of remarks for the present, we proceed to 
lay before you, 

L The doings of the Committee* 

We have held seven sessions, during the year : and being called to 
act under the new school-law, with the details of which we were not 
practically familiar, it will not perhaps, be thought strange, that our pro- 
gress in the matter of organization, has been slow, nor that it has been 
characterized by imperfections, which longer experience would have 
avoided. But we have done what we could, and nope our labors may 
not prove unavailing. 

A code of " regulation?" for the schools has been published by the 
committee, and it is believed they have been put up in every school 
house in the town. Though they are doubtless capable of being im- 
proved ; yet such as they are, they have evidently contributed not a 
little to the present prosperous condition of the schools. u Order is 
Heaven's first law," and when committees, parents and teachers combine, 
to enforce wholesome rules for the government of pupils, and for the 
care of district property, success is morally certain. 

The matter of determining what books shall be used in the schools, 
devolves, by law, upon the school committee. The design is to secure 
uniformity in the town, and, as far as practicable, in towns adjoining 
each other. To promote this object on the largest convenient scale, an 
early effort was made to confer with the school committee of Smith- 
field ; but after some unsuccessful attempts to agree, and the repeated 
postponement of the subject, by the committee of conference, it was 
judged best, considering the necessities of our schools, to proceed with- 
out farther delay. Accordingly, Swan's series of reading books takes 
the place of AngelFs, while Smith's Grammar, Arithmetic and Geography, 
and Webster's Spelling Book, have been retained. To these, we have 
added — Mitchell's Primary Geography, Col burn's Arithmetic and Town's 
Analysis. No action has been had in relation to a book on history ; for 
as very few teachers were prepared, to give instruction in that branch of 
study, the past year, it was thought best to leave the decision of that 
matter to our successors in office.* 

It is gratifying to know that the books prescribed by the committee, 
have been adopted with a praise worthy readiness by all the districts 
■ i i i , i .I , , , , 

• WUUrd'a JJniied States has been since adopted. 



/ 
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save one, and that all the children attending school, with perhaps a ver} 
few exceptions, have been supplied. In this respect, our schools have 
never been in so good a condition, as at present. A moment's reflec- 
tion is sufficient to satisfy every thinking mind, that a bookless child 
can ilo more receive his share of the benefits of school, than a mechan- 
ic can profit by his trade, without being allowed the use of his tools. It 
may also be remarked that in the schools, generally, there has been 
a decided improvement, in the essential elements of good reading. This 
is owing, in a good degree, we think, to the excellent reading books, be- 
fore mentioned, which have stimulated both teachers and pupils to 
special efforts in this important branch of education. 

Twelve of the teachers employed the past year have been examined 
and approbated by the committee. 'J' he remainder have taught under 
authority from certificates granted by our predecessors, or by county 
inspectors. We have endeavored to make thorough examinations in 
all the branches to be taught ; but we have sometimes granted certifi- 
cates, where we have not been perfectly satisfied with the qualifications, 
because it seemed the best we could do under the circumstances. It 
was not a choice between the applicant and one of superior endowments; 
but between one of medium acquirements, and none at all. A supply 
of well qualified teachers cannot be expected, until the pay they receive, 
corresponds with the expense of preparation, and the amount of labor 
required, in comparison with other callings and professions. In justice 
to the committee of examination, it should be stated, that they have 
frankly expressed their opinion to candidates of doubtful qualifications, and 
assured them, that unless they should improve considerably, their certifi- 
cates would not probably be renewed another year. We have been anx- 
ious to keep alive the impression, that old certificates are no pledges of 
new ones ; and that hence persons must keep pace with the times in 
order to receive encouragement as teachers. 

Having made these general remarks upon the " doings of the commit- 
tee," we now ask attention to some statements in relation to 

II. The Condition op the Schools. 

There are twenty districts in the town, and these are divided into 
three ** visiting districts," so called, which during the past year, have 
been under the special supervision of N. C. Dana, D. M. Cargell, and 
J. Boyden, Jr. respectively, as a visiting committee; each of whom is 
responsible for the statistics and remarks in relation to his own district. 
But we must premise in the beginning, that from the want of a proper 
understanding of what was required, the reports of some of the schools 
will be deficient in essentia] particulars. 

District No. 1. The school in this district, has been under charge 
of Mr. Harvey Holmes, an excellent teacher, who by patient perseverance, 
has brought it into a good condition. Owing, probably to the mixed 
character of the population, there has been a vast difference between 
the registered and the average attendance. Yet with this serious 
disadvantage, the school has made good progress. It should be men- 
tioned to the credit of the teacher and his patrons, that Mr. H. has bee* 
the only teacher of this school, for the last three years. Itis generarry,- 
a waste of money time and talent, to change teachers, while you are 
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ffrospering under the one you have. A new one cannot often go on 
with the school, according to the plans of his predecessor, and must, 
therefore, spend much time in organizing ^ which the previous one 
would have occupied in straight- for ward progress. He has to study the 
scholars more than thej will study their books, in order to adapt his 
government and instructions to their temperaments and capacities. 
With him the soil is practically uncultivated, while with the other, it is 
already prepared to receive the seed. 

District No. % Mrs M. Bugbee has long been the teacher of this 
school, and is regarded by the committee and many others, as belong- 
ing to the first class of teachers. During the past year she has had a 
devoted assistant in Miss Aun M. Smith, and under their united efforts, 
encouraged by the co-operation and sympathy of the parents generally, 
the school has taken a high rank* In no school of its size, have we 
found equal order, and in none have milder means been used. 

District No. 3. This school was taught successfully, a short time in 

' the summer, by Miss Lucetta Dustan ; but its principal term was in the 

winter, under the charge of Mr. Zimri Cook. Without resorting to 

corporal punishment, this teacher maintained excellent order, and the 

progress of the scholars, was equal to every reasonable expectation* 

District No. 4. In this district there have beeu two terms, during 
both of which, Miss Sylvia A. Buxton, was the teacher. The school 
was too small to furnish the needed stimulas for either teacher or scholar. 
Yet good progress was made by the school generally, and the quietness 
and order that prevailed, made the different interviews pleasant to the 
visiting committee. 

District No. 5. This is another small school. It constitutes with 
the five following, the visiting district of Mr. D. M. Csrgell. From a 
somewhat minute detail of the several examinations we judge this school 
worthy of a good degree of commendation, and the committee says, at 
the conclusion of his report— 44 there is good improvement in it." Miss 
Abby H. Orowningshield was the teacher. 

District No. 6. Miss Ruth A. Weatherhead, teacher. At the first 
examination of this school 36 scholars were present ; but at the close, 
the number had dwindled to 90, by reason of sickness. Under these 
circumstances we ought not to expect much ; yet the school was " well 
governed, and made good progress." 

. District No. 7. This school was taught in the summer, by Miss 
Weatherhead, and in the winter by Mr. Benjamin Whipple. Both of 
them kept good order ; but as they both failed to notify the committee 
when their terms would close respectively, they were visited but once 
each, and hence we have no report of their success in teaching. 

District No. 8. Sickness made serious inroads upon this school, re- 
ducing the number from 30 to 10. Mr. J. C« Whiting, the teacher, is n 
workman, and a working-man ,~a devoted and successful teacher, and 
of .course his scholars made rapid advancement. 

District No. 9. Of this school the committee has furnished a detail 
of recitations ; but has offered no oppinion upon its general merits. 
Some classes are represented as familiar with their studies, while others 
were better versed in theory than practice— ^n error not uncommon. 
Common report, however, gives a favorable impression of the teacher* 
Miss Elizabeth P. Woodward. 
4d, 
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District No. 10. The committee reports the number of scholars in 
this school, to have been 30 at the beginning, and 19 at the close, and re- 
marks that on this account, "the school did not appear as well, as at 
the first examination." Miss Bern ice A. May, was the teacher. 

District No. 11. This school, together with Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 18, lielongs to the visiting district of Mr- N. C. Dana. It was 
taught in the summer by Miss Uranah M. Wakefield, and the committee 
after speaking of the miserable condition of the school room, says — " the 
school would not compare very unfavorably, with other schools in his 
visiting district." In the winter, it was in charge of Mr. Jason Newell, 
" a young man who has never taught, before, I think, and who will prob- 
ably improve as he grows older." 

District No. 12. " Mr. Jonathan Chase, the teacher of this school, 
has not enjoyed good health. The school has been rather large and 
noisy, and some of the boys, somewhat turbulent. Yet there has been 
very fair improvement made, and the teacher, no doubt endeavored to 
discharge his duty faithfully." 

District No. 13. This school is divided into a primary and second- 
ary department. Miss Lydia B. Arnold ha? had charge of the former, 
and has given very great satisfaction, generally, to those who have pat- 
ronized or visited her. Of the teacher in the secondary department, Mr. 
Dana says — " Mr. Ross is, in my opinion, an able teacher, has a happy 
faculty of imparting instruction, and the school under his direction has 
made rapid improvement." 

District No. 14. Miss Emeline Ingraham has been the teacher in 
this school for several terms, and is represented by the committee as 
being " a faithful and accomplished teacher, and the scholars have made 
very fair improvement in their studies." 

District No. 15. Miss Minerva A. Fry has been the teacher in this 
school. Mr. Dana says — " I have no hesitation in saying that in my 
opinion, she is worthy of public confidence as a teacher. 

District No. 16. Miss Fry has been, and still is the teacher in this 
district also. I can cheerfully endorse the foregoing commendation, 
and add, that her school ranks among the best regulated schools in the 
town. It was taught awhile, last winter, by Mr. Welcome J. Ballou, 
but with little success, and was abruptly closed without giving the com- 
mittee notice. 

District No. 17. Miss Jerusha L. Roys taught this school the past 
season, and has already commenced another term, a circumstance, which 
of itself bears favorable testimony to her capacity as a teacher ; and 
from an acquaintance with her mode of governing and instructing the 
young, we think her re-engagement reflects honor upon the district, also. 

District No. IS. " Miss Bern ice A. May who has taught the school 
in this district the past season, is an experienced teacher, and I believe, 
(says the committee) has discharged frer duty faithfully, and to the best 
of her ability, and the scholars have made respectable improvement." 

District J\o. 19. This is one of the largest schools in town and, 
probably, one of the most difficult to manage. Mr. D. M. CargeU, 
assisted by Miss Eunice P. Daniels, has been the teacher. It gives us 
pleasure, to bear testimony to the fidelity and devotedness of these 
teachers, and we ban only regret that a corresponding success did not 
crown their efforts* We believe they would do well, in schools compos* 
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ed of different materials ; bat a peculiar faculty is required, to suc- 
ceed in such a place as Woonsocket. 

District No. 20. This, also, is a Woonsocket school; and the 
teacher, Mr. Henry D. Smith is entitled to the influence of this consid- 
eration, in judging of his success. We are of the opinion, that greater 
thoroughness in teaching is required, as also, that kind of government, 
which inspires the pupil with true respect for the teacher. Mr. Smith 
has a very active and efficient assistant, in the person of Miss Helen 
M. Rayner. 

The average attendance, during the whole time in which the schools 
have been kept, will not vary much from 900 scholars, with a regis- 
tered attendance of over 120(5. 

It appears that eleven of the districts have employed male teachers 
some portion of the time, at an average salary of $26,97, per month ; 
while seventeen districts have employed females, including the assist- 
ants, at an average salary of $14,06, per mont^. With these facts be 
fore us, it becomes a question of considerable importance, how far it is 
best to carry the matter of employing females, both in summer and 
winter. The school committee of the neighboring town of Wrenthara, 
in their report under date .of April, 1847, recommend the employment 
of females more generally in the winter schools. This they do, from 
two considerations. First, because it is economical, and second, be- 
cause of their superior aptness to teach. This opinion is confirmed by 
other men of extensive observation ; . and as it accords so well with our 
own, made up from personal examinations, somewhat extended, we beg 
leave to cite one or- two testimonies. 

Rev. T. H. Gallaudet, of Hartford Ct., author of an excellent spelling 
book, says — "It is proved abundantly, by actual experience, that our 
district schools can be taught and governed well by female teachers of 
the right character and qualifications, in the winter as well as in the 
summer, and while lads and young men of eighteen and twenty years* of 
age attend them." See Conn. C. S. Journal 1839. In the same vol. 
p. J 67, Mr. Barnard, (our present Commissioner) in his " Report to the 
Commissioners of common schools," says — " I have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that in the schools which I have visited, the female leachers were 
as well qualified, as devoted to their duties, and really advanced their 
pupils as far as the same number of male teachers." 

Of course, great care should be taken, " to provide those that are fully 
competent,"* and trustees would do well not to employ strangers, even 
though they may have certificates, unless those certificates affirm their 
success in practice- A man may answer questions, without being quali- 
fied to teach, or govern ; and though be fails in both, he may present his 
recommendation to strangers and if they require nothing more, they 
will be likely to suffer from his presumption. And hence, trustees would 
t 

* There are a few who think a woman eannot govern large boys, and they prefer a 
male teacher. But it is a general truth, that large boys, who are well governed at 
home, can be easily managed at school. Parental co-operation with the teacher, is all 
that is usually needed in such cases, and it seems to be a severe tax on a district, to 
oblige them to pay nearly a double price, merely, for the sake of governing two or three 
unruly boys, and thus relieving the parents of their responsibility. If they cannot 
teach them to respect a female teacher, enough to obey her reasonable requirement, they 
have made a sorry beginning in the education of their children. 
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do well, to examine the printed reports of school committees, as being 
much better, than a mere certificate based on a questioning examination* 
We now pass to suggest a few considerations, in relation to the 

III. Improvement op the Public Schools. 

School houses first claim attention. It may be safely premised, that 
a good school house is indispensable to the perfect operation of our 
public school system. It is necessary both for the teacher and pupil. 
It contributes to their health, virtue and happiness, and promotes order, 
diligence, neatness and taste. We seek to make our dwelling houses, 
churches and even our Town houses, comfortable ; and why should the 
school house be an exception ? Let the places, where the minds of our 
youth receive so many life-lasting impressions, be made comfortable and 
inviting, and it will do much towards securing more regular and punc- 
tual attendance. 

In the various districts of this town, there have been expended, for 
building and repairing school houses during the last ten years, including 
the appropriations for the current year, about $17,000. We look upon 
this fact as denoting progress, and we hail it as a harbinger of better 
times, still to come. But lest we should fall into an ancient error, of 
making the " outside of the cup and the platter, clean," to the neglect 
of the interior, we will call attention to two or three cases, as indica- 
ting what is needed most at the preserit time. 

In district No. 3 they have a good house, in first-rate repair ; but very 
uncomfortable for the scholars. If we except the little ones that sit ot* 
the front seats, not a scholar can touch the floor with his feet, while sit- 
ting in a proper position. The height of a common chair is about 17 
inches; but many of these seats are considerably higher, besides being 
narrow, with a straight, perpendicular back ! We verily believe, if the 
parents were obliged to sit on them for one week under the eye of an 
order-loving teacher, they would at once vote the much needed altera- 
tions. We are happy to say, that in other respects, this district deserves 
much commendation. It has furnished the highest amount of average 
attendance of any school in town, the past winter, and we hope the 
house will take rank in the first class, ere another annual report is made. 

Of the school house in No. 1 1 Mr. Dana writes— ♦he seats are 
high narrow and hard — the floor has a steep ascent from the aisles to 
the walls — and what makes this school room more uncomfortable than 
tl&ual, is, that there is running completely round the room, a sharp 
moulding, that comes just below the shoulder blades of those sitting on 
the back seats. Similar remarks are true of the house in No. 17. 
Some of the children are obliged to rest their feet on sticks of wood, 
while others lay them up on the seat, or lie down, or sustain their posi- 
tions, by bracing with the knees against the desks. But we are glad to 
hear that the district has already voted to re-arrange the desks and seats 
the present season. Several other houses need similar changes, but a? in 
several instances, they have begun to move in the matter of building or 
repairing, we will specify no more. 

The four districts in Woonsocket, have voted to unite their efforts, 
and erect a house for a secondary or high school. They have generously 
appropriated 95000 for that purpose, and Edward Harris, Esq., has given 
a lot 150 by 300 ft. beautifully located for that purpose, for which hetis 
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entitled to, and will receive the gratitude of the friends of .education 
for many years to come. 

Every school house ought, if possible, to be enclosed by a tight fence — 
the yard divided so that the whole school may have a recess at the same 
time : and no consideration whatever should leave thfem without the 
necessary out-buildings. We do not learn that any district, save Nos. 
9 and 10, are deficient in this last particular, and as one is soon to be 
erected (if not already done) in No. 10, we hope the other will not 
long stand alone. As to internal arrangements, we would suggest that 
the desks and seats should stand on a level floor, facing the teacher — 
that there should be a platform running across the room, for him, and a 
blackboard running entirely around it. The room should be ventilated 
by dropping the windows and by an opening into the attic, from whence 
the vitiated atmosphere may escape by a window or some other opening* 
A school house should be painted without and within, and if, to this we 
add, scrapers, mats &c. there will be little danger that scholars will mar 
the property of the district, for they will find little to nourish this pro- 
pensity into activity. 

We would earnestly reccommend the purchase of Mitchell's Outline 
Maps, for the school rooms. Five of the districts have already done so 
and none see cause to repent it. They will cost some fourteen dollars, 
and from them, the whole school with very little time and labor, may 
gather much useful knowledge of geography. One district, (No. 13.) 
has appropriated seventy five dollars for Maps, .Globes, and other appar- 
atus — a good example for others to follow. 

The new school act authorizes the districts to tax the scholar, not to 
exceed one dollar per term of three months. This has been tried in 
several instances, and operates well. It recognizes the principle thai 
we value things much by what they cost us. The prosperity of our 
schools is secure, when the people realize their uwrth, and this they 
will be likely to do, as the draft reaches the purse. The influence of 
this law will undoubtedly be, to increase the attendance of the scholars, 
and the interest of the people, and at the same time to increase the 
length of the school term. 

Finally, we would express the hope, that the people of this town will 
be as ready to meet the wants of the times in the future, as they have 
been in the past. From 1828, to 1839 inclusive, with a population of 
about 3600, the town raised $500 for the public schools, annually ; 
from 1840 to 1843, the amount was $800 ; in 1844 it was $1000, and 
since that time, it has. stood at $1200. The population is now, probably, 
about 7000* The account for the past year will stand thus. 

Balance on old accounts. May 1846, $296,76 

Received from the State, 1168,15 

Voted by the Town 1846, 1200,00 

Registry taxes, 204,32 

Total, 2869,23 

This sum, after deducting the balance on accounts, was divided— one 
half among the districts equally, and the other half, according to the 
average attendance of last year. And the amouat of disbursements* 
is $2745,64, leaving a small balance in the treasury, in favor of the dis- 
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tricta. In conclusion, the question forces itself upon us — are we not 
ready to increase our annual appropriation for the benefit of our chil- 
dren ? What can we do for them of equal value, at so little cost? If, 
as our patriot fathers said — a republican government must rest on the 
virtue and intelligence of the people, what can so directly promote this 
end as public schools — the colleges of the people ? Let us not pause 
in our efforts for improvement till we shall have made the schools of 
Cumberland, "good enough for the richest, and cheap enough for the 
poorest. 1 ' Respectfully submitted, 

By order of the Committee, John Boy den Jr. 

Names op the Committee for 1846-47. 

Ariel Ballou, Chairman. John Boyden Jr. Secretary. N. C. 
Dana. Addison Knight. D. M. Cargell. Levi T- Ballou. 



REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, OF SCITUATE, R. I. FOR 1847. 

Iu accordance with the law, the School Committee of the town of 
Scituate present the following report : 

Entering upon business, for the most part new to them, and acting 
under a new law, without the guidance of established usage, your com- 
mittee have found it far from an easy task to discharge their responsi- 
bilities to the acceptance of all, or the satisfaction of themselves. Theirs, 
however, is the consolation of having endeavored to do their duty. 

One of the duties devolved on the committee is to establish the boun- 
daries of the districts. We have accordingly fixed those of districts 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,8, 11, and 15, and of consequence, parts of the bounda- 
ries of Nos. 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, and 13. In this part of their work your 
committee have had constant reference to the original limits of the dis- 
tricts, making changes only when desired, or where long established use 
authorized them. 

Boundaries have been run chiefly by the lines of farms, taking into 
a district the property of those living in it, as far as it could be done, 
without encroaching on the rights of adjoining districts. It has been 
the design of the committee to give all concerned opportunity to be heard, 
before settling the bounds. . 

Your committee have fixed the location of school houses in Nos. 2, 9, 
and 15. They have also approved of the plan of the new houses in Nos. 2 
and 15, and of the remodeling of the houses in Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, and 1 1. 

Nos. 9. and 13, it is understood, are about to build. Nos. 1, 3, 12, 
and 14, it is believed, will remodel their houses or build soon. 

The public money the past year amounts to $1,572 20 viz : 

From the state, July 1846, - - - - $963 16 

" " town, 321 06 

" " registry tax, - - - - - 287 98 

This has been apportioned to the several districts according to law, 
viz: one-half of the state appropriation, $481 58, according to the av- 
erage daily attendance, the remaining $1,090 62 equally to each dis- 
trict. [We omit a very valuable Table.] 
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The number of teachers examined and approved by the committee 
daring the year, is twenty-four. Some of these have not taught in this 
- town, and some who have taught here, had their certificates from other 
sources. 

The following books have been approved by the Committee for the 
use of the schools in this town : The Bible, or Testament. Worcester's 
Comprehensive Dictionary. G all audet's Practical Spelling Book. Fow- 
led Common School Speller. Swan's Primary School Reader, part 2d. 
Russell's Primary Reader, Sequel to do., Introduction to American 
School Reader, American School Reader, Young Ladies Elocutionary 
Reader. Gallaudet's Illustrative Definer. Wells' Grammar. Morse's 
School Geography. Wood bridge's Modern School Geography. Mitch- 
ell's Outline Maps. Wilson's History of the United States. Col burn's 
First Lessons in [Mental] Arithmetic. Thompson's Written Arithmetic. 

Your committee 4iave visited the schools to the extent of their power, 
making in all about fifty visits. 

The schools have made commendable progress in their studies ; some, 
however, have advanced much more rapidly than others. It might seem 
invidious to be more definite on this point, especially as some have had 
so much the advantage of others, in important particulars, viz : rooms, 
apparatus, and constancy of schools ; in which, it may be hoped, there 
will hereafter be greater uniformity. 

Your committee are fully convinced that the examination of teachers 
should be increasingly strict ; they are persuaded , x also, that experience 
is one of the best qualifications for a teacher. In no department of hu- 
man action is it so important to serve an apprenticeship as in that of 
teaching. Let men establish themselves as merchants, mechanics, man* 
ufacturers, or farmers, without any apprenticeship, if they will; but let 
not the man who is to train the youthful mind, engage in this important 
business, without a thorough course of preparation. 

If the husbandman would deem it a misfortune to commit an untu- 
tored colt to the hands of an inexperienced horseman ; if the house-car- 
penter would not commit the planning and arranging of a valuable 
house to a young apprentice ; surely parents ought not to entrust the 
training of their children, the formation of their characters, to the hands 
of young and inexperienced teachers. 

Not unfrequently has it happened, that the labor of the young teacher, 
for the term of three or four months, has been of more service to him, 
in giving him experience, than to his pupils, in giving them instruction. 

Your committee would therefore suggest, as one plan for the improve* 
ment of the schools of this town, the employment, as far as possible, of 
experienced teachers. This may be done in many, if not in all cases, 
without any increase of expense. It is a well established fact, that female 
teachers are far more successful, in many of our public schools, than 
male teachers. 

A number of schools in the adjoining towns, which are represented by 
those who have visited them as model schools, are taught by ladies. For 
those schools in wlpch the great proportion of the scholars are young, 
there can be no question that a female teacher should be preferred. 

In this connection your committee would suggest the importance of a 
Normal school in this state, where those designing to teach may serve 
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an apprenticeship, and learn the art of giving instruction- This is an 
important plan for the improvement of the schools throughout the state* 
Another plan for improving the schools, is compliance with the law in 
regard to books. 

If a father, who wished his son to learn the cabinet-maker's trade, 
would hesitate to put him into a shop where this was carried on in con- 
nection with various other trades, as carriage-making, wheelwright, and 
carpentering, and all mingled together ; if the manufacturer would not 
fill his weaving room with every variety of looms, and attempt at one and 
the same time to keep in use all the patterns of power looms that have 
ever been made ; if the farmer will not keep in use the old fashioned 
plow, simply because he has it on hand, and use it alternately with the 
new one in the same field ; why should a teacher be required to work 
with a half dozen different kinds of arithmetic, or grammar, or geog- 
raphy? 

If the farmer can do more work in the same time, and do it better, 
with a patent plow than with the old one ; if the manufacturer can ac- 
complish more by operating but one kind of loom in the same room ; if 
the apprentice will learn bis trade better by being kept steadily at it ; 
much more does this principle apply in respect to schools, especially in 
regard to different kinds of books for the same study. 

A good house is of more importance than many suppose, in securing a 
good school. The farmer who sends his men into his meadow with battered 
scythes, because he will not spare the time or the means to sharpen them, 
is far less liable to the charge of folly, than are those parents who pay for 
the instruction of their children, and then put them into a school house 
so uncouth and uncomfortable, that they will not accomplish half what 
they would do in a room properly fitted up for the purpose. It is confi- 
dently hoped that the evil here alluded to, will soon be remedied in all 
the districts, as it already is in some of them, in which the advantage is 
apparent in the improving condition of the schools in such districts. 

Another subject of great importance is regularity and punctuality of 
attendance. None but those who have experience on this subject, as 
teachers, can appreciate fully the evils of irregular and late attendance 
at school. How would the apprentice succeed in acquiring a knowledge 
of his trade, by working one week and being absent the next ? What 
would become of the manufacturing establishment, where the operatives 
should choose their own time for commencing work, each one according 
to bis own convenience ? 

Apparatus for the school room, and district libraries, are means for 
improving the schools that should not be neglected. 

With these few suggestions we leave the subject with you ; hoping 
that those who may succeed us in these responsibilities may be able, at 
the close of the ensuing year, to present a more animating and encour 
aging report. 

By order, and in behalf of the committee, 

CHARLES P. GROSVENOR, Chairman. 
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INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION. 



Vol. II. PROVIDENCE, September, 15, 1847. Ho. 5. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. , 

A ne*r edition of the document on School-houses, printed with the Re- 
port of the Commissioner of Public Schools, in the first volume of this 
Journal, having been called for, will soon be published, with plans and 
descriptions of several new houses, and with cuts illustrating recent im- 
provements in the construction of seats and desks, and in the ventilation 
and warming of sch oof-rooms. That the subscribers to the present vol- 
ume of the Journal may have the benefit of the new edition of that docu- 
ment, we shall devote this number to the additional matter to be contain- 
ed in that edition. We shall issue at this time only the first sixteen pages 
of Number 5, and shall forward the remaining pages after receiving sev- 
eral additional cuts to illustrate the recent improvements in ventilation, 
introduced into the school-houses of Boston. 

The improvements made in this department in Rhode Island, are most 
gratifying, a full account of which will be given in a future Report to the 
Legislature. 

The school-houses of Providence are highly creditable to the liberality 
of the city, and have been very generally admired. They are susceptible 
of improvement, in the arrangements for ventilation, in all the houses, 
and especially for the heating and ventilation of the Primary School- 
houses. We should be glad to see also, accommodations provided else- 
where than in the school-room, for outer garments, &c. 

The school-houses in District No. 1, in Portsmouth; at Carolina Mills, 
in Richmond j at Chepacbet, in Glocesten in District No. 1, and at 
Centre Mill, in North Providence ; at Smithville, in Scituate, are worthy 
of examination by committees who are looking for plans for the internal 
arrangement of school-houses. 

5a 
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Plan of School-room and Grounds for a Village School. 
The following sketch by Dr. Dick, (author of Mental Illumination), of the 
plan and accommodations of a Village School is copied from the Pennsylvania 
Common School Journal, vol. 1, p. 120. 
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A. B— Covered walks for exercise in winter and rainy days. C. D. E. F— 
Flats for flowers, shrubs, evergreens, and a few forest trees. G. H— Circle* 
with twelve compartments each, for a different class of plants. I. K — Yards 
divided with a wall, with suitable accommodations for either sex. L — Portion 
of ground, smoothed and graveled for play-ground, with circular swing, fee. 
M— Room, 50 by 30 feet, and 14 feet high. N. N.— Class-rooms, 18 by 15. 
S. T.*— Closets for apparatus, tec. 
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PLIK, &C, 99 SCHOOL-ROOMS PC* SCHOOLS OF DIFFERENT GRADES AMD 
DIFFERENT 8TSTBM8 OF INSTRUCTION. 

The plans and remarks for arranging school-rooms thus far, are more par- 
ticularly applicable to comparatively small, or country schools, where the in- 
struction and government is conducted by one teacher, with at most but one 
assistant. A few remarks explanatory of the terms used by writers on edu- 
cation, when speaking of systems of organization and instruction, may be 
useful to a full comprehension of the principles of arrangement embraced in 
the plans which follow. 

1. The individual method is the practice on the part of the teacher, of calling 
up each scholar by himself for recitation, or giving instruction to each scholar 
in his seat, or calling up classes and hearing each scholar individually, which 
is practically the same thing. This method will answer a valuable end in a 
very small school, and must be introduced to some extent in our small country 
districts where there are children of every age, and in a great variety of 
studies, and of different degrees of proficiency in each study. It prevails, 
however, altogether too generally, even in larger districts which admit of a 
classification of children into schools of different grades, and of the children 
in each grade of schools. This classification is the first great step towards 
school improvement. 

2. In the simultaneous method, the whole school, together, or in succes- 
sive classes carefully arranged according to their intellectual proficiency, is 
instructed directly by the teacher. Questions and explanations are addressed 
to the whole school, or the whole class, as the case may be, and answers are 
given by all together, or by some one pointed out by the teacher, while all 
must show by some silent sign, there ability to do so. This method keeps 
every mind attentive, gives confidence to the timid, admits of the liveliness 
of oral and interrogative instruction, economizes the time and labor of the 
teacher, and enlists the great principle of sympathy of numbers engaged io 
common pursuit. The extent to which this method can be properly carried, 
will depend not so much on the size of the sehools, as on the fact that the 
school is composed of children in the same studies, and of the same proficien- 
cy. This method ought not to exclude entirely individual instruction. 

When the number of children increases beyond that which one teacher can 
conveniently instruct together, or in successive classes, he must adopt the 
monitorial, the mixed, or the Facher system, for such classes as he cannot 
superintend or teach. 

3. By the monitorial or mutual method, is understood the practice of em- 
ploying the advanced pupils, and many of them very young, to assist in the su- 
pervision and instruction of the school, or of particular classes, as systematized 
by Mr. Lancaster, or Dr. Bell, and as pursued in the schools connected with 
the National, and the British and Foreign School Societies,. England. This 
method, in different countries, on its first promulgation, attracted much of 
public favor, on account of its economy, especially in populous districts. 
In England it still receives the sanction of the two great Societies 
named above. In Germany it was never adopted in the public schools. In 
Holland it was tried, and abandoned, but not without modifying very material- 
ly the methods of instruction before pursued, and finally leading to the adoption 
of the mixed method. In the large cities of the United States, it was early 
adopted, but there is hardly a school in the whole country now conducted on 
the pure monitorial or Lancasterian system, although there are many so 
called. As pursued in the excellent schools of the New York Public School 
Society, it is nearly the mixed method as understood and practiced in Hol- 
land, and as recommended by the Committee of Council on Education in 
England. 

With these modifications, and the limitation of the duties of the younger 
monitors to keeping the registers, heading the classes in marching to and 
from their class-rooms, or the playground, taking charge of books, &c, and io 
other matters of order and mechanical arrangements, the monitorial system 
migh* be advantageously adopted in schools of every grade, and of any sys- 
tem of instruction. 
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4. The mixed method, as the term is generally understood, is a modifica- 
tion of the simultaneous and monitorial system, in which the principal teacher, 
while he has the superintendence at all times of the whole school, and 
gives general instruction at certain hours, and in certain studies, to the whole 
school, as well as to particular classes, employs in the work of class instruc- 
tion, assistants who are better instructed, and, as a general rule, are older than 
those employed as monitors under the Laucasterian system, and are not yet 
qualified to have the whole charge of a school. Fdr example, in Holland, 
" every school produces two classes of assistants, who are most usefully and 
economically employed in aiding him in the management and instruction of 
the school, and may be called pupil teachers and assistant teachers. By 
pupil teacher is meant a young teacher, in the first instance introduced to the 
notice of the master by his good qualities, as one of the best instructed and 
most intelligent of the children ; whose attainments and skill are full of 
(promise ; and who, having consented to remain at a low rate of remuneration 
in the school, is further rewarded by being enabled to avail himself of the op- 
portunities afforded him for attaining practical skill in the art of teaching, by 
daily practice in the school, and by the gratuitous superintendence of his 
reading and studies by the master, from whom he receives lessons on technical 
subjects of school instruction every evening- He commonly remains in the 
school in the rank of pupil teacher from the age of 14 to that of 17, daily im- 
bibing a more intimate acquaintance with school management, and all the 
matter of instruction in elementary schools, and he then proceeds, by attend- 
ance at a Normal school, or by further proficiency attained by his own exer- 
tions, to qualify himself to act as an assistant teacher. The assistant teacher 
prepared by these preliminary studies in the elementary Normal school com- 
mences his duties at 18 or 20 years of age. 

/Assistants thus reared in the atmosphere of schools are exceedingly pre- 
ferable to the best instructed men who are not familiarized by daily habitude 
with the minutest details of school management. Such assistants constantly 
replenish the ranks of the teachers with men, all the hopes of" whose youth 
have been directed towards success in the profession of a schoolmaster, and 
whose greatest ambition is to be distinguished by the excellence of their 
schools. 

5. The Facher system, as it is termed in Germany where it is most popu- 
»ar, consists in employing separate teachers for separate studies, or as we 
should apply it here, for distinct departments of government, and of instruc- 
tion. This is the principle on which instruction in our colleges and most of 
our higher seminaries is given, and is in reality the mixed method carried to 
its highest perfection. The vital error in our common schools, as they are 
now organized, is the practice of employing one teacher for the government 
and instruction of fifty or sixty children of every age, of both sexes, in a 
great variety of studies, and in different stages of proficiency in each study. 
It is very rare to find a teacher with the varied qualifications, which success 
under these circumstances presupposes, while it is not very difficult to find a 
teacher with talent and experience sufficient to teach some one study, or a 
few cognate branches, as an assistant, acting under the general direction of a 
well qualified principal. 

Any school* organization and arrangements would be imperfect which did 
not include the systematic training and instruction of very young children, 
especially in cities and manufacturing villages. Whatever may have been 
done by others at an earlier date, it seems to be generally conceded now, that 
to Mr. Wilderspin belongs the credit of having reduced infant education to 
the science which it now is. It was unfortunate for the improvement of the 
quality of education given in our schools, that the infant school system was 
tried in this country, without a full comprehension of its legitimate principles, 
methods and end, and that the experiment was abandoned so hastily. Its 
partial and temporary success, however, led to the extension and improvement 
of our primary schools, and this circumstance renders the success of any 
well directed effort for their re-establishment more certain. 
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Plan and Description op Public School, No. 17, New York. 

The following plans and explanation of a •' Public School" and a " Primary 
School " are copied from the " Thirty-ninth Annual Report of the'Trustees 
of the Public School Society of New York." The plans after which the 
school-houses of this Society were originally constructed, as well as the 
methods of instruction pursued in their schools, were adopted from those 
recommended by Joseph Lancaster, and the British and Foreign School 
Society. These plans and methods have been from time to time essentially 
modified, until they can no longer be characterized as Lancasterian or Moni- 
torial, but the plans and methods of the Public Sehool Society of N.ev 
York. There are two grades of schools, the higher called the Public 
Schools, and the lower, called the Public Primary Schools. Those schools 
of the primary grade, which are in the buildings appropriated to the higher 
schools, are designated Primary Departments, to distinguish them from the 
Primaries taught in separate buildings. The system of instruction pursued 
in the Primary Departments was originally the Infant School system, anil 
still retains many of the methods of that system. The school-rooms were?, 
therefore, constructed and furnished in reference to simultaneous exercises 
of the whole school, to oral instruction with visible illustrations, and to 
physical movements of various kinds. 




on 
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the rear,) is 21 by 14 feet. The main building is' 49 feet high, fronTthe 
pavement to the eaves. The first story of the front of the main building 
is of brown stone, polished, as is also the bases and caps of the pilasters. 
The walls are all of brick (including the front fences) ; the front being of 
(what are called) Philadelphia pressed bricks ; the front cornice is of wood, 
and painted white. ~ ~. 

The windows of the lower story, contain each 30, and the two upper 
stories each 40 panes of glass, 12 by 10 inches : the sashes are all hung 
with weights and cords, so that they may be raised or lowered at pleasure. 

The rooms are all wainscoted, as high as the window sills : the wain* 
scoring, doors, and desks are all grained in imitation of oak : the doors, 
window casings, and sashes are painted white. The rooms are ventilated 
by means of si* blinds, 2 by 3 feet, being placed in the ceiling between the 
timbers, and two or three bricks being leu out opposite the blinds, in the out- 
side walls. 

The first story is 1 1 feet 6 inches high in the clear, and is occupied as a 
Primary Department, for both boys ancj girls, and contains seats for ,150 
children in the Front Room, (marked A on Fig. 1,) and 200 on the Gallery, 
(marked M on Fig. 1) ; making in all 350 seats in this department. 

The second story is occupied as the Girls' department ; the room is 15j 
feet high in the clear, and contains seats for 252 scholars. 

The third story is occupied as the Boys 1 department ; the room is 16* 
feet high in the clear, and contains seats for 252 scholars ; making in alt 
854 seats in the building, exclusive of the seats in the recitation rooms. 

Trie steps in the stair building, by which the scholars enter and retire 
from school, are of blue stone, 3 inches thick by 12 inches wide, and are 
expected to last as long as any part of. the building. This method was 
adopted to avoid the necessity of putting in new steps every 'few years, 
(which has heretofore been necessary where wooden steps have been used,) 
and also to lessen the noise consequent on a great number of children going 
either up or down wooden steps, at the same time ; thus far the experiment 
has succeeded admirably, and is now adopted for both Public and Primary 
Schools. 
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Fig 1. Ground plan of Primary Department, yards, &c. 




A — Primary School room 39 by 38 feet. 
B— Infant do do 39 by 30 feet. 
C — Room for brooms, pails, &c. 
J — Boys' ward-robe, 16 \ by 8 feet. 
K-nGirls' do 12 Hy 8 feet. 
M— Gallery, 32 by 11 feet— Seats for 

200 children. 
N, N — Desks, each 16i feet long. 
O— Teachers' table. 
L — Main entrance. 
R, R — Entrance to the yard. 
U, U do to Primary department. 
V— Stairs to Girls' and Boys' do. 
S — Scholars' entrance— Boys' do. 
T do do Girls' do. . 

Q— Sliding doors— 28 by 9i feet. 
P, P— Stoves. 

Z, Z — Flues for stove pipes. 
l f I— Play ground, 102 by 86 feet; 



paved with brick. F, F— Privies, 
12 by 8 feet. G, G— Boxes for 
sand— 3 by 2j feet. 

D, D— Wood-houses— 83 by 2\ feet, and 
6i feet high; the front of which is made 
of hemlock strips, 4 by 2 inches, set 
perpendicularly 2 inches apart, to al- 
low a free circulation of air. 

E, E — Roof of wood-houses — project- 
ing 3£ feet beyond the front of the 
houses; forming a shelter for the 
scholars in stormy weather. 

H, H — Gutters of blue stone to eon- 
duct the waste water from the wood- 
houses and yards to the street. 

X— Court Yard — 8 J wide ; blue stone 
flagging. Y, Y— Stone foundation 
blocks, to which the iron railing in 
front it secured. 
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Plan &c, of Pbimaut Swoi* 2£kv Yosk. 

The main building is 25 feet front, by 62i feet deep : the stair building is 
27 feet by 1 1 feet 8 inches. The main building is placed 6 or 8 feet from 
the line of the street, according to the depth of the lot. The walls above 
the ground are built entirely of brick. The roof is of tin ; and the gutters 
of copper. The lower doors and windows have iron bars inserted, for 
safety, and to admit a free circulation of air in the summer, but are closed 
with sashes in the winter. 

Fig. 1. Ground plan of first story, or play-ground. 

This story is 7i feet in the clear, with a partition wall through the middle 
to give separate play-grounds for the boys' and girls' schools. This wall is 8 
inches thick ; and about 2} feet of the upper part is open work for ventilation. 

C, C — Stairways. L, F — Places lor pine (kindling) wood — under 
stairs. E. — Sand box for both departments, h, h — Piles of wood about 
4£ feet high. I, I — Lines on which the scholars are marshaled, previous 
to entering school. 1, 1, 1 — Doors. 

Fig. 2 and 3. Ground plan of boys' and girls' department, each 60 by 32. 

D — Teachers' platform and table, (movable rollers.) d, d — Desks for 
scholars — the black dots are iron chairs, a — Cast iron lesson stands — on 
which two lesson boards are hung, to accommodate classes standing on the 
line b, b. H — Class Room, g, g, g — Flues, or chimnies, for stove pipes, 
f, f, f, &c. — Air flues, or recessesfor ventilation, extending from the 2d story 
to the garret. C — Stove— the pipes extend from the stove to the front into 
the flue, and also to the rear. 
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No. 15.— Plan of the Basement of High School. 



platform [P], raised seven inches from the floor, a long table or counter [d] t 
made convenient for experimental lectures in Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, 
&c, having pneumatic cisterns for holding gasses. At [F, &c] are suitable 

?ovi«fcM&s tor the fires used in the preparations of chemieal experiments, 
he pump [p\ with a sink like the other, is used exclusively by the pupils in 
the boys' department. 

In all lectures, and other exercises in this room, the girls, entering at [«], 
occupy* the seats on the right of [D], the middle aisle. The boys, entering by 
descending the short flight of stairs [£], are seated on the opposite side of the 
room. This may seem like descending to useless particulars, but it is done to 
show that there are no grounds for the objections sometimes made against 
having a school for boys and for girls in the same building, where the depart- 
ments are kept entirely separate, except in exercises in vocal music and occa- 
sional lectures. The boys enter the nouse at the end door [B], which is six 
feet above the basement floor, and, by a short flight of stairs, they reach the 
first story at 0]. 

The three rooms [C, D, F] are appropriated to the department for girls. 
They are easy of access to the pupils, who, ascending the broad flight of 
stairs, terminating at [BJ, can pass readily into their respective rooms. 

The course of instruction in the school occupying three years, the room [Dl 
is appropriated to the studies for the first, [E] to those of the second, and 
[F] to the course for the third year. In each room there are three sfaes of ' 
seats and desks, and their arrangement in all is uniform. The largest are on 
the back side of the room. The largest desks are four feet eight inches long, 
and twenty-two inches wide on the top; the middle size is two inches smaller, 
and the other is reduced in the same proportions. The largest seats are as 
high as common chairs, about seventeen inches, and the remaining sizes are 
reduced to correspond with the desks. The passages around the sides of the 
rooms vary from two to four feet wide, and those between the rows of desks, 
from eighteen to twenty-four inches. 

On the raised platforms [P, P, P, I*] are the teachers' tables [d, d, rf, rf], 
covered with dark woolen cloth, and furnished with four drawers eaeh. Tiie 
registers T/, /,/!/] admit the warm air from the furnace, and the pipes [p,p,f] 
conduct it into the rooms in the upper story. The passage [b] leads into the 
back yard, which is ornamented with a variety of shrubbery. 

5b 
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No. 16.— Plan of the First Story of the High School. 



The door leading from the room [F] is used only for teachers and visitors, 
except when the two departments assemble in the hail. 

la the room [G] the boys pursue the studies prescribed for the fi»t year; 
the other rooms in this department are in the next story. 

Pupils ascending from the area 0], by two circular stairways, land on the 
broad space [a, c\ from which, by a short flight of stairs, they reach [A], in 
the following cut, the floor of the upper story, which is sixteen feet m the clear. 




No. 17— Plan of the Second Story of the High School-Home. 
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The following remarks are from the " Report of the Primary Sotpol 
Committee to the Beard of Trustees of the Public Sqfyol Society of New. 
York* on the use of mats without backs : — 

" On inquiry of the female teachers, several of the oldest and most expe- 
rienced among them say, that instances of carved spine are often perceived 
among their scholars. Individual members of this board have noticed simi- 
lar instances ; and it deserves to be mentioned, that a highly respectable *njl 
intelligent foreign gentleman, who is deeply interested in the cause of educa- 
tion, on a late visit to one of our schools, expressed his surprise on perceiving 
how large a proportion of the girls were round-shouldered and stooping m 
their figure." 

* * * * *■* * » 

* 1st. It is a matter of notoriety to the medical profession, that, until 
about thirty or forty years ago, spinal curvatures were very little known. It 
is only awe " the schoolmaster has got abroad,''— only since so great and 
universal an impulse has been given to education, that these cases have 
become suffieientJy numerous to attract the particular attention of medical 
mem. There is now to be found a distinct class of practitioners, and of 
machinists, who live and thrive by the treatment of spinal injuries. 

3d. A large proportion of these cases can be distinctly traced to causes 
connected with school education. Among the illiterate in all countries, these 
injuries ace scarcely known. They occur most frequently in schools where 
females are much confined to a sitting posture, with but a scanty allowance 
of those robust and active exercises which impart power to the muscular 
system, and invigorate the general health. 

It should be here explained, that the trunk of the body is sustained in its 
erect position, solely by the action of muscles. Young and growing females 
who are but feebly endowed with muscular strength, experience such a sense 
of weariness in sitting upright, as to be induced, from necessity, to drop the 
body into a variety o/ curvatures ; and one particular curve becoming habit- 
ual and long persisted in, finally ends in permanent deformity. The influence 
of exercise in preventing the evil, is precisely that which it has on the arm 
of a blacksmith ; it augments the bulk, and redoubles the power of the mus- 
cles, and gives greater firmness and security to the joints. 

3d. In all large cities there are many children, who, from infancy, are 
strongly predisposed to these affections, owing to a constitutional feebleness 
of muscle, or an unhealthy condition of the bones or joints. These require 
every precaution, during the course of their education, to prefent deformity. 

Supposing the females attending our schools to be liable to spinal injuries y 
are these injuries owing to the use of seats without backs ? The answer 
must be, that they are instrumental in causing them, just so far as they place 
the wholar under the necessity of seeking relief in the crooked and unhealthy 
attitudes into which she throws her body. Another question of similar im- 
port, is this : — Would seats with back-supports tend to prevent these injuries t 
A similar answer must be given. Such seats would act as a preventive, just 
in proportion as them removed the temptation and the necessity for indulging 
in injurious flexurerof the body. When we see, as we often may, a girl of 
rapid growth, of yielding joints, and of feeble muscles, propping the weight 
of her body on her elbows, or, by way of change, bringing her sides alter- 
nately to rest on the desk before her, can we doubt for a moment, that, with 
a back-support, she would run less risk of injury to her figure? And in 
regard to those children, before alluded to, as having a natural predisposition 
lo spinal distortions, seats of this kind would be indispensable to their 
safety.* 
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The Boston Primary School Chair. 
These Chain were got up for the special benefit of the Boston Primary 
Schools, by Joseph W. Inoraham, Esq., Chairman of the Primary School 
Standing Committee; and have already been introduced, by order of the 
Primary School Board, into the greater portion of their Schools. 






The first pattern, is a Chair with a Shelf (s) under the seat, for the purpose 
Of holding the Books, Slates, &c. of the scholars. 

The second pattern diners from the first, in having, instead of the Shelf, a 
Hack (a) on the back of the chair, for the same use as the Shelf in the pie- 
ceding pattern. The third pattern is similar to the second, except that the 
Rack (a) is placed at the side, instead of the back, of the chair. The latter pat- 
tern (with the Rack on the side) is that now adopted in the Boston Schools. 

These chairs are manufactured by William G. Shattuck, No. 80 Commercial 
Street, Boston. The price is fifty cents, each, for those with the Shelf, and 
sixty-jive cents for those with the Rack. 

Kimball's Improved School Chairs and Desk. 
" These Chairs combine strength, comfort, and style of finish. They are 
made of different heights, varying from eight to sixteen inches, and for Primary 
as well as for Grammar and District Schools. 




The School Desks are made of Pine. Cherry, or Black Walnut, and of 
heights to correspond with the chairs. The iron supporters are firmly screwed 
te the floor, and are braced in such a manner that there is not the least motion. 1 * 

The above extracts are taken from the Circular of James Kimball, 109 or 
297 Essex Street, Salem, Mass. 
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Plans and Descriptions of the Massachusetts Normal 
School-Houses. 

The following plans and descriptions are copied from the " Tenth Annual 
Report of the Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education," with the 
permission of the Hon. Horace Mann, by whose indefati*able*labors these 
institutions weie founded, seconded as his efforts were by the munificent 
donation of the sum of ten thousand dollars, from the Hon. Edmund Dwight, 
of Boston. 

These buildings were erected partly out of the contribution of $5000, sub- 
scribed originally by the friends of Mr. Mann, as a testimony of their esteem 
for his public services, and, at his suggestion, invested in this way — thus con- 
verting these edifices into the monuments of their generosity, and of his self- 
sacrifice. 



Bruxkwatee State Normal School-House. 
Fig, 1.— Feomt Elevation. ' 




This edifice is constructed of wood, and is sixty-four feet by forty-two., and 
two stories in height. The upper story is divided into a principal school- 
room, forty-one feet by forty, and two recitation-rooms, each twenty feet by 
twelve, and is designed for the Normal School. The lower story is fitted up 
tor a Model School. 
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Bridgbwater State Normal School-House. 
Fig. 2.— Lowkr Story. 




D, D— Doors, one for males, the other for females. E, E— Hdl-cntries, 
into which the doors D, D open, 19' feet by 15. A, A — Stairways, leading 
from the entries to the Normal School-Toom. M, S, R — Model Scnool-room, 
40 feet by 24, with single seats and desks. H— Entrr-way, 6 feet -8 inches 
wide, for Model School scholars. At each end of this entry is an outside 
door, for the entrance of the Model School scholars — a separate entrance for 
«ach sex. G, F— Laboratory and chemical room, or lecture-room, connected 
by folding doors. The two rooms 40 feet by 16. B, C— Back stairways. 
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Bridgbwater State Normal School-House, 
Pig. 3.— Upp«r Stokt. 




A A— Separate stairways, for the different sexes, leading from the lower 
entries, or halls, to the Normal School-room. N, S, R— Normal School-room 
41 feet by 40. c, c, c— Single seats, d, d— Double desks. P,PP— Teachers' 
platform e, e, e, e, e— Behind the platform are recesses in the partition for 
a library, e, e— Between R, R, are closets for apparatus. R, R— Recitation- 
rooms, 22 feet by 12. B, C— Back stairways. 
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Wbstfield State Normal School-House. 
Pig . 4.— Peoht Elsvatkm. 




This edifice is of brick, of the size of sixty-two feet by forty feet, with a 
portico of eight feet at each end of the building, and is two stories in height. 
The Normal School-room is about forty feet square, and is provided with two 
recitatioi^rooms. The first story is fitted up with a room large enough to 
accommodate a Model School, which is composed of the children of one of 
the districts in me town of Westfield, the district having paid the sum of 
$1500 towards the erection of the building, and being obligated to pay an 
agreed proportion of the expenses of fuel, instruction, &c. 
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Wistneld Stats Normal School-Housb. 

Fif . 5.— Lowbr 0TOKT. 
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Wbstfibld Stats Normal School-House. 
Fig. ft.— Uitm Btokt. 




S, S — Stairways, leading from entry to Normal School-room. N, S, R — 
Normal School-room, 38 feet by 37. e, e— Single seats, d, d— Double desks. 
P, P— Platform, with recesses in the partition behind for a library, c, c — 
Closets for apparatus. R, R— Recitation-rooms, one 22 feet by 11. the other 
98 feet by 10*. 
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Plans, &c., op Brimmer Grammar School, Boston. 

This building was erected in 1843. It is situated on Common-street, near 
Washington. It is 74 feet in length on the street, by 52 feet deep, with 
three stories. The entrance is in the center of the front into a hall 8 feet 
wide, leading through into the yard in the rear, which is divided by a wall 
into three portions. The passage to the second and third floors is by a double 
flight of stairs near the front door. N 

The first floor is occupied by two Primary School-rooms, each 30 by 22 
feet, and 11 feet high ; and the Ward-room, 30 by 50 feet. 

The school-room on the second floor is 70 feet by 37 feet wide, and 14 feet 
6 inches high between the bays. The ceiling is plastered up between the 
bays, (cross timbers) by which eighteen inches are grained in height, dividing 
the ceiling into equal compartments. There are two recitation rooms, one 
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on each side the entrance, 17 feet 6 inches, by 11 feet 4 inches each, with 
two windows in each room, and benches on all the sides for the pupils. The 
school-room is lighted on three sides, and contains 118 desks, and 236 chairs, 
two chairs to each desk, the desks and chairs being of four sizes. The toDS 
of the desks are cherry wood, and the chairs are Wales' patent. The desks 
are separated by aisles one foot four inches in width, except the center aisle, 
which is two feet wide. 

The aisles on the side nearest the recitation-rooms, are three feet wide, 
and those at each end, 2 feet 6 inches each. The platform on which are 
the desks of the master and assistants, is eight inches high, and 6 feet 6 
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inches wide, and the desks are so placed that the pupils sit with their backs 
to the platform; and the pupils are so arranged at the desks in classes and 
sections, that when one class is reciting, the desk is only occupied by one 
pupil. The windows are shaded by inside blinds painted green. 

The school -room on the third floor is of the same size, having an arched 
ceiling 13 feet high in the center, with recitation-rooms and other arrange- 
ments similar to the school-room on the second floor. 

The building is warmed by two furnaces, and ventilated by six flues, dis- 
charging into the attic, from which the impure air is carried off by copper 
ventilators in the roof. The openings into the flues in the school-rooms are 
controlled by Preston's ventilators. 

The frame of Preston's Ventilator is made of a flat bar of iron 2 J by J- 
inch, framed at the corners, the end at each corner running by in order ^ 
receive a clamp to screw the frame to the brick work ; the door is of plate 
iron, ( r V wire gage), with a rod passing down the center of the plate, on the 
back side, each end of the rod running by the plate and entering the frame, 
v forming a pivot on which the plate or door of the ventilator turns. The 
door shuts against a projection in the frame. 

The chair in the accompanying section of a desk and seat, similar to 
those with which the 
new Latin High School 
in Bedford-street is fur- 
nished, is Wales' Patent 
School chair. The iron 
standard is one solid 
piece, having no joining 
to get loose, or come 
apart in the use. They 
are made of any height 
and size from 8 inches 
to 17 inches from the 
top surface of the seat * 
to the floor, by S. Wales, 
iun., 66 Kilby-street, 
]3oston. 

The standard of the 
desk, represented in the 
cut, is also cast iron. 

The desks in the Brimmer School are more like the one represented in 
the accompanying section 
of desk and chair used 
in the Eliot Grammer 
School. . 

The cut below repre- 
sents the bench used in 
the Primary School. The 
scholars are separated by 
a compartment A, which 
serves as a rest for the 
arm, and place of deposit 
for books. 
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Hints respecting Blackboards. 

The upper portion of the standing blackboard should be inclined bacjc a 
little from the perpendicular, and alone the lower edge there should be a pro- 
jection or trough to catch the particles detached from the chalk or crayon 
when in use, and a drawer to receive the sponge, cloth, lamb's-skin, or other 
soft article used in cleaning the surface of the board. 

Blackboards, even when made with great care, and of the besj seasoned 
materials, are liable to injury and defacement from warping, opening of seams, 
or splitting when exposed to the overheated atmosphere of school-rooms, 
unless they are set in a frame like a slate, or the panel of a door. 

By the following ingenious, and cheap contrivance, a few feet of board out 
be converted into a table, a sloping, desk, one or two blackboards, and a form 
or seat, and the whole folded up so as not to occupy a space more than five 
inches wide, and be easily moved from one room to another. It is equally 
well adapted to a school-room, class-room, library or nursery. 

ff Under side of the . 

swinging board, bus- j fcp^ 

pended by rule-joint 
hinges, when turned up, 
painted black or dark 
chocolate. 

a d Folding brackets, 
inclined at an angle of 
75 degrees, and swung 
out to support the board 
when a sloping desk is 
required. 

b c Folding brackets 
to support the swinging 
board when a bench or 
flat table is required. 

eeee Uprights attached to the wall. 

g g Form to be used when the swinging board is let down, and to be sup- 
ported by folding legs. The under side can be used as a blackboard for small 
children. 

h A wooden button to retain the swinging board when turned up for use as 
a blackboard. 

n Opening to receive n 

inkstands, and deposit V_ w 
for slate, pencil, chalk, 
&c. 

m Surface of swing- 
ing board when let 
down. 

/ Surface of form or 
bench. 

When not in use, or let down, the desk and form should hang flush with 
each other. 

A cheap movable blackboard can be made after the following cut (Fig. 3. 
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Slate Blackboard. 
In the class-rooms of the American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, and 
all similar institutions, where most of the instruction is given by writing, and 
drawings on the blackboard, large slates from three feet wide, to four feet 
long are substituted for the blackboard. These slates cost from $2 to $3, 
and are superior to any other form of blackboard, and in a series of years 
prove more economical 

Plaster Blackboard. 

As a substitute for the painted board, it is common to paint black a portion 
of the plastered wall when covered with hard finish, (i. e. plaster of Paris and 
•and ;) or to color it by mixing with the hard finish a sufficient quantity of 
lamp-black, wet with alcohol, at the time of putting it on. The hard finish, 
colored in this way, can be put on to an old, as well as to a new surface. 
Unless the lamp-black is wet with alcohol, or sour beer, it will not mix uni- 
formly with the hard finish, and when dry, the surface, instead of being a 
uniform black, will present a spotted appearance. 

N Canvas Blackboard. 

Every teacher can provide himself with a portable blackboard made of 
canvas cloth, 3 feet wide and 6 feet long, covered with three or four coats 
of black paint, like Winchester's Writing Charts. One side miiht, like 
this chart, present the elements of the written characters classified in the 
order of their simplicity, and guide-marks to enable a child to determine with 
ease the height, width, and inclination of every letter. Below, <*n the same 
side, might be ruled the musical scale, leaving sufficient space to receive 
such characters as may be required to illustrate lessons in music The Oppo- 
site side can be used for the ordinary purposes of a blackboard. When rolled 
uj>, the canvas would occupy a space three feet long, and not more than three 
inches in diameter. 

Directions for making Crayons. 

A school, or the schools of a town, may be supplied with crayons very 
cheaply, made after the following directions given by Professor Turner of 
the American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb. 

Take 5 pounds of Paris White, 1 pound of Wheat Flour, wet with water, 
and knead it well, make it so stiff that it will not stick to the tablet but not so 
stiff as to crumble and fall to pieces when it is rolled under the hand. 

To roU out the crayons to the proper size* two boards are needed, one, to 
roll them on ; the other to roll them with. The first should be a smooth pine 
beard, three feet long, and nine inches wide. The other should also be pine, 
a foot long, and nine inches wide, having nailed on the under side, near each 
edge, a slip of wood one third of an inch thick, in order to raise it so much 
above the under board, as, that the crayon, when brought to its proper sixe, 
may lie between them without being flattened. 

The mass is rolled into a ball, and slices are cut from one side of it about 
one third of an inch thick; these slices are again cut into strips about four 
inches long and one third of an inch wide, and rolled separately between 
these boards until smooth and round. 

.Near at hand, should be another board 3 feet long and 4 inches wide, across 
which each crayon, as it is made, should be laid so that the ends may pro- 
ject on each side — the crayons should be laid in close contact and straight. 
When the board is filled, the ends should be trimmed off so as to make the 
crayons as long as the width of the board. It is then laid in the sun, if in 
hot weather, or if in winter, near a stove or fire-place, where the crayons 
may dry gradually, which wiH require twelve hours. When thoroughly dry, 
they are fit for use. 

An experienced hand will make 160 in an hour. 
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Hints respecting Ventilatioic. 

The annexed section exhibits the mode recommended in the " Minutes of 
the Committee of Council (England) on Education," for regulating a supply 
of fresh air, and providing for the escape of that rendered unfit for respi- 
ration in school-houses with two stories. A, A and G are gratings commu- 
nicating by a passage through 
the external wall into a space 
under the floor, by which cold 
pure air enters at B and D 
through valvular openings in 
the floors into each apartment 
respectively. The extent of 
these openings can be enlarged 
or diminished or entirely closed 
at any time by turning the valve 
or register with which each 
opening should be furnished. 
At C and E the impure air can 
be allowed to escape through 
valvular openings in or near 
the ceiling; from the lower 
apartment, by means of a flue 
m or along the wall into the 
open space between the upper 
ceiling and roof; and from the 
upper apartment directly into 
the same space. At F are air 
pates in the ends of the build- 
ing through which the warm 
impure air escapes. 

The mode of ventilation, above described and illustrated, can be improved 
by introducing the pure cold air from the atmosphere above the building by 
one of Mot* s Recewing Cowls placed on the top of a recess of four or six 
inches made in the wall if built of brick, or of a flue.or pipe extending from 
the floor to the roof, and discharging it into the room by a valvular opening 
in the floor. The escape of impure air can be hastened 
by placing one or more of Mot?* Exhausting Cowls on a 
ventilating flue or flues, leading directly from each apart- 
ment above the roof or from the attic, into which the impure 
air has been discharged. The flues or recess, both for in- 
troducing pure air, and discharging that which has become 
impure should have two openings into the room, one near 
the ceiling and the other at the floor. These flues can be 
constructed without any additional cost for mason work, 
by leaving a recess of 4 inches (in a 12 inch wall) by 20 
inches, and continuing it through the coping on which the 
cowl is placed. The furring for the lath being 1 inch, leaves Receiving Cowl. 
a flue of 100 square inches. The beams, floor, and ceiling 
will complete the flue. If the room is warmed by one or 
more stoves, the cold air should be introduced within a few 
inches of the bottom of the stove. The openings into the 
flues should be furnished with valves or doors, and should 
be managed so as to admit the pure cold air to the most 
heated part of the room, and effect the escape from that 
part of the room where the air is most impure. This wilj 
vary with the mode of heating the room, whether by fire- 
place, stove, or furnace; and from summer to winter. 
The openings for the escape of the vitiated air should be 
so placed as to cause the pure air warmed by contact with 
the stove, or flowing in from a furnace below, to traverse 
the whole apartment. 

Exhausting Cowl 
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Methods of Ventilation and Wajumng, recently introduced 
into th* School-Houses of Boston. 

In Febraary, 1846, the School Committee of Boston appointed 
Dr. Edward G. Clark, £. G. Loring, Esq., and Rev. Charles Brooks, 
a Committee u to consider the subject of ventilation of the school- 
houses under the care of this Board, and to report at a future meeting 
some method of remedying the very defective manner in which it 
is now accomplished." The Committee were further " authorized 
to ventilate any three school-houses, in such manner as they may 
deem expedient." Under these instructions, the Committee visited, 
and carefully examined all the school-houses under the care of the 
Board, and instituted a variety of experiments, for the purpose of 
determining on the best method of ventilation, to be generally intro- 
duced. In December, 1846, this Committee made a Report, for a 
copy of which we are indebted to the author, Dr. Clark, by whose 
agency and ingenuity mainly, these great improvements, both in ven- 
tilation and warming, hereafter detailed, ha vet been introduced into 
the Public Schools of Boston. We are also indebted to Dr. Clark 
for the use of the cuts by which this Report, and a subsequent Re- 
port, are illustrated. We shall extract largely from these valuable 
documents, with the permission of the author. It will be seen that 
the views here recommended are substantially the same with those 
presented under the head of Ventilation, in this Treatise. 

" Your Committee desire to call the attention of this Board, chiefly to the con- 
sideration of such general and well established Physiological and Philosophical 
principles, as have a distinct and intimate relation to the subject of this 'Re- 
port, and may be useful in its elucidation. 

In doing this, there are two things of which they hope to satisfy the Board. 

FHrst. The necessity of a system of ventilation, which shall furnish, for all 
the pupils in the Public Schools of Boston, at all times, an abundant supply 
of an atmosphere entirely adapted, in its purity and temperature, to the pur- 
poses of respiration. 

Secondly. The entire failure of the measures heretofore adopted to accom- 
plish this desirable end. 

The function of Respiration, is that process, by whose agency and constant 
operation, atmospheric air is admitted to the internal surface of the lungs, and 
there brought into close contact with the blood, for the purpose of effecting 
certain changes in it, which are essential to the cjntinuance of life, and to 
maintain the integrity of the bodily organs. During this process, the atmos- 
phere is constantly losing its oxygen, which is carried into the circulation, 
while, at the same time, it is becoming overcharged with the carbonic acid 
gas, which is continually thrown off from the lungs by respiration. This effete 
and deadly poison spreads itself rapidly into all parts of the room. 

' M. Lassaigne has shown, by a series of investigations, that, contrary to a 
commop opinion, the air in a room which has served for respiration without 
being renewed, contains carbonic acid alike in every part, above as well as be- 
low ; the difference in proportion is but slight ; and, where appreciable, there 
is some reason to believe that the carbonic acid is in greater quantity in the 
upper parts of a room. These experiments establish the very important fact, that 
all the air of a room must be changed, in order to restore its purity.'* 

Dr. Wyman makes the following remarks on this point: 'Although carbonic 

acid is a much heavier gas than atmospheric air, it does not, from this cause. 

fall to the floor, but is equally diffused through the room. If the gas is formed 

on the floor without change of temperature, this diffusion may not take place 

'SiUiman's Journal for September, 1846. 
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rapidly. In the celebrated Grotto del Cane, carbonic acid escapes from the floor, 
and rises to a certain .height, which is pretty well defined to the sight on the 
walls; below this line, a dogfis destroyed, as if in water; above it, he is not 
affected. An analysis of the air above and below a brazier has been made, 
and it was found equally contaminated, — the former containing 4.65 per cent, 
and the latter 4.5 per cent, of carbonic acid. 

1 From the experiments of M. Devergie, who has devoted much attention 
to the poisonous effects of these gasses, it appears, that the heat disengaged 
from the combustion of charcoal, produces an equable mixture at all eleva- 
tions in the apartment ; and this state of things continues as lone as the room 
remains warm ; but after twelve hours or more, the carbonic acid sinks, and 
while that near the ceiling contains only a seventy-eighth, that near the floor 
contains nearly four times as much, or a nineteenth. , (See Prac. Trea. p. 77.) 

If further proof be needed, to establish this position, we have other testimony. 
During respiration, a considerable quantity of vapor is discharged from the 
lungs. With regard to this, Mr. Tredgold says: 'if the air did not contain 
this mixture of vapor, it would not rise when expelled ; and we have to ad- 
mire one of those simple and beautiful arrangements, by which our all-wise 
Creator has provided against the repeated inhalation or th'e same air ; for a 
mixture of azote, carbonic acid gas, and vapor, at the temperature it is eject- 
ed, is much lighter than common air even at the same temperature. Hence, it 
rises with such velocity, that it is entirely removed from us before it becomes 
diffused in the atmosphere. But as all gaseous bodies and vapors intimately 
mix when suffered to remain in contact, we see how important it is that venti- 
lation should be continual : that the noxious gasses should be expelled as soon 
as generated ; and that the ventilation should be from the upper part of a 
room.' (See Tredgold on Warming, dV.,p. 70. 

If, to the foul effluvia ejected from the lungs, and accumulating in an apart- 
ment as badly ventilated as one of our school-rooms, be added the fouler 
matter thrown into the air from the insensible perspiration of so many individuals, 
many of whom are of uncleanly habits in person and apparel, it is apparent, that, 
in a very limited period of time, the air, in a perfectly close room, would become 
so entirely unfit for respiration, that, to all who were exposed to its influence, 
submersion in water could not be more certainly fatal. 

The terrible effects of continued exposure to carbonic acid gas in a concen- 
trated form, have been graphically described by Howard, in his account of the 
Black Hole of Calcutta. Of one hundred and forty-six persons, shut up in 
this place for only ten hours, without any other means of ventilation than one 
small opening, but twenty-six were found alive, when it came to be opened ; 
and most of these suffered afterward from malignant fevers. 

The feinting of feeble persons in crowded assemblies, and the asphyxia, so 
often produced in those who descend into deep wells without suitable precau- 
tion, are familiar examples of the same noxious effects of this poison. 

In has been usually estimated, that every individual, by respiration, and $he 
various exhalations from the body, consumes or renders unfit for use, at least 
from four to five cubic feet of air per minute. This is probably a low esti- 
mate ; but authors of good repute differ considerably on this point. Mr. Tred- 
£old's remarks, in this connection, are interesting 1 and pertinent. ' The Phys- 
iological Chemists, 1 says he, 'have placed in our hands a more accurate 
means of measuring the deterioration of air in dwelling rooms, than by the 
best eudiometer ; for they have shown, by repeated experiments on respira- 
tion, that a man consumes about thirty-two cubic inches of oxygen in a minute, 
which is replaced by an equal bulk of carbonic acid from the lungs. Now, 
the quantity of oxygen in atmospheric air is about one fifth ; hence It will be 
found, that the quantity rendered unfit for supporting either combustion^or ani- 
mal life, by one man, m one minute, is nearly one hundred and sixty cubic 
inches, by respiration only. But a man makes twenty respirations in a minute, 
and draws in and expels forty inches of air at each respiration; consequently, 
the total quantity contaminated in one minute, by passingfthrough the lungs, is 
eight hundred cubic inches.'* The other sources of impurity, which should 
be considered, will increase the estimate to the amount above stated. The 
amount of vapor discharged from the lungs, and thus added to the impurities 
of the air, is said to exceed six grains per minute. It has also been shown 
'Tredgold on Warming, *c., p. 69. 
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that air, which has been some time in contact with the skin, becomes almost 
entirely converted into carbonic acid. 

In estimating the amount of fresh air to be supplied, we ought not 'merely to 
look at what the system will tolerate, but that amount which will sustain the 
highest state of health for the longest time. Dr. Reid recommends at least tea 
cubic feet per minute, as a suitable average supply for each individual ; and 
states that his estimate is the result of an ' extreme variety of experiments, 
made on hundreds of different constitutions, supplied one by one with given 
amounts of air, and also in numerous assemblies and meetings, where there 
were means for estimating the quantity of air with which tney were pro- 
vided/ (Illustrations of Ventilation, p. 17b.) 

These calculations refer to adults ; but the greater delicacy of the organiza- 
tion of children, and their feebler ability to resist the action of deleterious 
agents, together with their greater rapidity of respiration, demand for them a! 
least an equal supply. Proceeding upon this basis, and multiplying the amount 
required per minute, by the minutes of a school session of three hours, we 
have .eighteen hundred cubic feet for each pupil, and for two hundred and fifty 
pupils — the average maximum attendance in one of our large school-rooms, — 
450,000 cubic feet, as the requisite quantity for each half-day. The rooms 
contain about 22,500 cubic feet only : so that a volume of air, equal to the 
whole cubic contents of each room, should be supplied and removed, in some 
way, ten times every three hours, in order to sustain the atmosphere in them at 
a point which is perfectly wholesome and salubrious. For such a pnrpose, 
the present means are so entirely inadequate, that it was found that the air of a 
room became tainted in ten or fifteen minutes. In ordinary cases, four per 
cent, of the air expelled from the lungs is carbonic acid. The presence of five 
or six per cent, will extinguish a lamp, and with difficulty support life. It is 
therefore certain, that the air would become deprived of all its best properties 
m one school session. 

Le Blanc,— who examined many public and private buildings, in Prance 
and elsewhere, — speaking of the Chamber of Deputies, where sixty-four cubic 
feet of fresh air per minute, were allowed to each individual, states, that of 
10,000 parts escaping by the ventilator, twenty-five were carbonic acid ; while 
the quantity of this gas ordinarily present in the atmosphere, is but tfi?nr- 
Dr. Reid states, that he never gave less than thirty cubic feet of air a minute, 
to each member of the House of Commons, when the room was crowded ; and 
once he introduced, for weeks successively, sixty cubic feet a minute, to each 
member. 

The very earliest impressions received by your Committee, in their visits to 
the school-houses, satisfied them of their lamentable condition in regard to 
ventilation. In some of them, they found the air so bad, that it could be per- 
ceived before reaching the school-rooms, and in the open entries ; and the chil- 
dren, as they passed up and down the stairs, had their clothes and hair percept 
tibly impregnated with the foetid poison. And these circumstances existed in 
houses, where the open windows testified, upon our entrance, that the Masters 
had endeavored to improve the atmosphere by all the means placed at their 
disposal. To this custom, — that of opening windows in school hoiirs^tht In- 
structors are compelled to resort, for relief j and this expedient, certainly, is the 
lesser of two very great evils. Your Committee found in their visits to the 
school-houses, during the severest days of last winter, that no school-room 
had less than three, and that more than half of them had at least seven windows 
open for the admission of pure air. Yet this dangerous and injurious practice 
only mitigates the evils of bad air, by creating others. It produces colds and 
inflammatory complaints, and the air still remains impure, offensive, and 
highly deleterious ; sufficiently so, to affect the delicate organization of child- 
hood, to blight its elasticity, and destroy that healthful physical aetioa, oa 
which depends the vigor of maturer years. 

We have already referred to some of the more violent and sudden effects of ex- 
posure to air highly charged with these noxious gasses. There are others, which 
aire more remote, and, to a superficial observer, less noticeable. But they are 
not, therefore, of less importance. The grave consequences of a long-contin- 
ued exposure to an atmosphere bat a little below the standard of natural 
purity, although not immediately incompatible with life, can hardly he over- 
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stated. These effects are often so insidious in their approach, as hardly to at- 
tract notice j they are therefore the more necessary to be provided against in 
advance. 

Children, confined in the atmosphere of tha^e schools, soon lose the ruddy 
and cheerful complexions of perfect health which belong to youth, and acquire 
the sallow and depressed countenances which might reasonably be expected in 
over-worked factory operatives, or the tenants of apartments unvisited by the 
sun or air. We noticed in many faces, also, particularly towards the close of 
a school session, a feverish flush, so bright that it might easily deceive an in- 
experienced eye, and be mistaken for a healthy bloom. Alas ! it was only a 
transient and ineffectual effort of nature to produce, by overadion, those salu- 
tary changes which she really wanted the power to accomplish. 

The condition of the pupils, depressed as they are by these influences, is 
constantly demanding increased exertions from their Instructors, while the re- 
quirements of the age place the standard of education at an elevation suffi- 
ciently difficult of access under the most favorable circumstances. 

Your committee are satisfied, therefore, that the present state of the school- 
houses daily impairs the health of the pupils and Instructors, and the efficiency 
of the schools for the purposes of instruction. That its continuance will pro- 
duce, not only immediate discomfort and disease, but, by its effect on Jhe con- 
stitutions of the children, who mast pass in them a large portion of those 
years most susceptible to physical injury, will directly and certainly reduce 
the amount of constitutional vigor hereafter to be possessed by that large mass 
of our population, which 'now and hereafter is to receive its education in these 
schools. ' 

Although the atmosphere in the different school-houses varied very much in 
particular cases, either owing to the time of the visits, or from the amount of 
attention and intelligence of the Masters, yet in none of them was it at all sat- 
isfactory ; not one of them was famished with any useful orvsystematic means 
of ventilation. Every one, in order to be kept in a tolerably comfortable con- 
dition in this respect, required ther frequent and laborious attention of the In- 
structors, and often to a degree which must have seriously interfered with their 
legitimate duties. 

All of the rooms are provided with registers, in or near the ceiling, ostensi- 
bly for the purpose of discharging the foul' air, but which your Committee be- 
lieve to be almost entirely useless. The openings through the roof into the 
open air, where they exist, are so small, as to be quite inadequate to relieve the 
attics ; so that the bad air must accumulate there, and, after becoming condensed- 
be gradually forced back again, to be breathed over by the same lungs 
which have already rejected it. The condition of the apartments, after under- 
going a repetition of such a process, for any length of time, can easily be 
imagined." 

A reference to the subjoined diagram will explain at once the present state 
of the Ventilation of the School-Houses. * 



a. Heated air from furnace. 

b. Hot air escaping through 
open window. 

c. Cold air entering through 
open window. 
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It may be a matter of surprise, to some, perhaps, that the subject of ventila- 
ting our school-rooms has not long ago received the consideration necessary 
to remedy, or even to have prevented altogether, the evils of which we at pres- 
ent complain. But these evils nave not always existed. It should be recol- 
lected, that the stoves and furnaces now in common use, are of comparatively 
modern date; and moreover, that the ample fireplaces, which they have dis- 
placed, always proved perfectly efficient ventilators, although, it is true, some- 
what at the expense of comfort and fuel. But in closing the fireplaces, and sub- 
stituting more economical methods of warming, evils of far greater magnitude 
have been entailed upon us. 

It is evident, that, in order to carry into operation any complete system of 
ventilation, there must be connected with it some apparatus to regulate the 
temperature of the air to be admitted, as well as to ensure its ample supply. 
Your committee have accordingly examined, with, much care, this part 01 the 
subject. A majority of the buildings are furnished with ' hot-air furnaces/ 
situated in the cellars ; the remainder with stoves, placed in the school-rooms 
themselves. Most of the furnaces possess great heating powers, — indeed much 
greater than is necessary, if the heat generated by them were properly econo- 
mized, or could be made available ; — but, as now constructed, they are almost 
worse tnan useless, consuming large quantities of fuel, and, at the same time, so 
overheating the air which passes through them, as to deprive it of some of its 
best qualities, and render it unsuitable for respiration. It is difficult to define, 
with precision, and by analysis, the changes which take place in air subjected 
to the action of metallic surfaces, at a high temperature. The unpleasant 
dryness of the air can be detected, very readily, by the senses ; and the head- 
acne, and other unpleasant sensations, experienced by those who breathe such 
an atmosphere, would seem to prove a deficiency of oxygen and electricity. 
The rapid oxydation and destruction of the ironwork of the furnaces them- 
selves, also tends to confirm this supposition. 

It has been ascertained, by repeated exa/ninations, that the temperature of 
the air, when it arrives at the rooms, is often as high as 500° and 600° Fahren- 
heit. Of course, it is entirely impossible to diffuse air, thus heated, in the 
parts of the room occupied by the pupils. Much of it passes rapidly out of the 
windows, which may be open ; the rest to the ceiling, where it remains until 

Sartially cooled, gradually finding its way down by the walls and closed win- 
ows, to the lower parts of the room. The consequences are, that, while 
•much more caloric is sent into the apartment than is requisite, many of the 
pupils are compelled to remain in an atmosphere which is at once cold and 
stagnant 

The source of the cold air for supplying the furnaces, is not always free 
from objection ; some being drawn from the neighborhood of drains, cesspools, 
tec. This is a radical defect, as it must inevitably affect the whole air of the 
building. The boxes, which admit the cold air to the furnaces, are much too 
contracted f some of them being only a few inches square, when their capacity 
ought to be nearly as many feet. The air enters the * cold-air ' chamber of 
the furnace, at its top, whence it is intended to be carried down between thin 
brick walls, (which should be cold, but which are often heated to 300° Fahren- 
heit,) to the lower part of the furnace, and thence into the ' hot-air ' chambers, 
and so on to the rooms above. It is obvious that the 'hot-air' chamber 
must be heated to a temperature far beyond that of the ' cold-air' chamber, in 
order to compel the air, against its own natural tendencies, to pass into it with 
any, velocity or volume, and the very attempt to accomplish this, almost de- 
feats itself; as, by driving the fire for this purpose, the * cold-air ' chamber be- 
comes still hotter, so that at last the contest is decided only by the greater cal- 
orific capabilities which the iron plates possess over the brick wall. At any 
rate, the temperature of the iron is frequently raised to a red and even a 
white heat, by running the furnaces in the ordinary way. This soon destroys 
them, and tney require consequently to be frequently renewed. In addition to 
all this waste of fuel and material, the folly of attempting, in any way. to 
warm school-rooms whose windows are freely opened to the admission or an 
atmosphere, at the low temperature of our winter flimate, may well claim a 
oassing notice. 
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The following diagrams will exhibit the mode in which the two houses al- 
ready referred to, are now ventilated. 

Plan op fas Ventilation op the Eliot School-House. 



a. a. Cold air channels to 
furnaces. 

b. b. Heated air, 

The arrows show the cur- 
rents of air from the furnaces 
to the outlet at the roof. 

c. Gas burner. 




This house was entirely without any external opening through the roof. 
The other arrangements in it presented nothing peculiar. The ' exits and the 
entrances ' were all as deficient in capacity as usual. The first care was to 
perforate the roof. This was accordingly done, and an opening of sufficient 
size made to carry a turn-cap of two and a half feet in diameter in its smallest 
part The cold-air shaft, with an area of only one hundred and forty square 
inches, was enlarged so as to measure six hundred, or about four times its for- 
mer size. The necessary repairing of one furnace, gave us an opportunity to 
enlarge its air-chamber very considerably. Water, for evaporation, was placed 
within a chamber of the furnace. The registers in the rooms opening into the 
attic, being below the ceiling, were raised to the highest point, and increased 
in size. 

Although we think the want of connection of the cowl at the roof with the 
registers irom the rooms by closed tubes, a decided disadvantage, we were sat- 
isfied, on the whole, with the results ; as the alterations save great relief. 
These changes were made during the month of February, 1846, and the only 
inconvenience suffered during the winter, was the occasional rise of the 
temperature to five or ten degrees beyond the desired point. The atmosphere 
has lost its bad odor almost entirely, and is of course much more agreeable. 
A gas burner has lately been placed in the throat of the ventilator, for use 
when extra power is needed. 

Plan op the Ventilation op the Endicott School-House. 



This house, as well as the preceding, was heated by furnaces in the cellar, 
one for each room. Its ventilating flues were arranged in a better manner than 
usual,' opening into little separate chimneys which pierced the roof near the 
copings. But they had proved to be insufficient, both on account of their size 
and situation. They were also affected sensibly by down-gusts, which com- 
pletely reversed their action in certain states of the atmosphere and wind. 
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a. a. Currents of heated air 
passing to the ventilating flues. 

b. b. Cold air channels, 

c. c; Cold air valves opening 
upon the hot-air currents. 

F. P. Furnaces. 
S. Stove in ventilator in the 
attic. 




After enlarging the cold-air shaft to a proper size, it was thought best, (as the 
hot-air pipe passed through the brick wall, so that it could not easily be altered,) 
to make an opening through the outer wall directly behind the register which 
delivered the hot-air into the room. An aperture of sixteen inches square, 
commanded bv a revolving damper, was therefore cut. It has been found to 
answer exceedingly well; as we now get a much larger volume, of more tem- 
perate and purer air. 

For the delivery of the bad air, the following arrangements were adopted. 
Large wooden boxes, or air-shafts, were carried from the floor of each story 
into the attic, where they communicate, by closed metal pipes of the same size, 
with a tin cylinder, three feet in diameter, which is continued to the rodf, ter- 
minating there in a large cowl. There are openings, at the top and bottom of 
each room, into the ventilating shafts, which can be used separately, or 
together, as the state of the atmosphere .requires. 

An air-tight coal stove, placed within the drum, in the attic, completes the 
apparatus. This has been only recently constructed ; but from results already 
produced, there is no doubt of its entire ability to accomplish all that is 
desirable. 

The same general statements which have been made with regard to the 
Grammar School-houses, will apply to the Primary School-houses. They are 
undoubtedly in as bad a condition, to say the least; and from their smaller ca- 
pacities in proportion to the number of pupils which they contain, require 
particular attention. 

For ventilation of these, and the Recitation rooms, which resemble them m 
structure and size, your Committee recommend the use of the double fireplace* 
or the Ventilating Stove, which' will be hereafter described. If the latter be 
used, ventilating flues, opening at the ceiling, must be carried out of the roof. 

It only remains for your Committee to describe, more particularly, the system 
of ventilation which they consider to be, in its general features, best adapted 
for the school-houses under the care of the Board. Much of it bas al- 
ready been anticipated in other parts of this Report; and the following 
.plan will show, at a glance, better than any description can do, its particular 
"feat ~ 



* «•• 9m* 3S fif this Bam* for t diagnun and focriptioii. 
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Diagram showing the best general plan for warming and tentilatino 
the Grammar School-Houses. 




a. a. Cold-air channel, three feet in diameter, opening underneath the 
Pnrnace. 

P. Furnace, three feet in diameter in a brick chamber ten feet square. 
The walls twelve inches thick. 

d. Smoke flue, surmounted with Mr. Tredgold's chimney top. 

b. b. b. b. Currents of warmed air, passing from the furnace, tnrough a main 
flue of four feet in diameter, which supplies two branch flues. From these the 
air is diffused into all parts of the room, by means of the tablets which are 
placed over the mouths of the registers. 

e. The ventilating shaft, two and a half feet in diameter, into which the 
foul gasses are collected, and from which they are finally discharged into the 
open. air. 

c. An Argand Lamp, to be lighted from the attic. 

r. r. r. Registers, by means of which the whole circulation is controlled. 
The Committee recommend attention to the following general rules for Ven- 
tilation and Warming. 

1. The air must be taken from a pure source. The higher parts of the 
building are the best, as thereby all impurities, which often contaminate m 
taken from near the surface of tne ground, are avoided. 

2. In order to ensure a constant and abundant supply, the air shaft must be 
surmounted with a cowl or hood of some kind, with its mouth turned toward* 
the wind. 

3. The fresh air should in all cases be carried entirely beneath the furnace. 
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If the cellar is wet and the situation low, the underground culvert or channel 
should be of brick, laid in cement. 

4. The furnace chamber should be so large that it can be entered at any 
time, without the necessity of taking down walls, for the purpose of repairs, or 
to observe the temperature. A large earthen pan for the evaporation of water 
should never be omitted. This should be kept always perfectly clean, and the 
water required to be frequently changed. 

5. A thermometer should be constantly at hand, and the temperature in tke 
warm^air chamber should never be allowed to exceed that of boiling water. A still 
lower temperature is often desirable. If this point is secured, the hot air can 
be conducted with perfect safety under floors, or into any part of the building, 
for its better diffusion. 

6. The openings for the admission of the warm air into the rooms, should be 
as numerous as possible. The long platform occupied by the teachers, by being 
perforated in front for its whole length, would be an excellent diffusing surface. 

7. Openings of ample size must be made in the highest points of the ceiling, 
to be connected at the top of the roof with a turn-cap or louvre, the former 
being always surmounted with a vane. It is better that the ceiling should be 
perforated at its centre, and there is no objection to running the ventilating 
shaft, at first, horizontally, if the perpendicular and terminal portion of it is of 
considerable length. 

8. It is highly important to have a power of some sort, within the apparatus at its 
top, for the purpose of compelling constant action, and of increasing the force of 
the apparatus, whenever the state of the weather, or the crowding of the room, 
render it necessary.* For this purpose, the most convenient and economical 
means are furnished by a gas burner, an Argand lamp, or a stove; and one of 
these should be in constant readiness for use, when neither the velocity of the 
wind, or the low temperature of the external aimosphere are sufficient to pro- 
duce the desired e&ct 

9. All the openings and flues for the admission of pure air, and the discharge 
of the foul air, should be of the maximum size ; that is, they should be calculated 
for the largest numbers which the apartment is ever intended to accommodate. 

10. Valves must be placed in all the flues, and so arranged as to be easily 
regulated without leavmg the rooms into which they open. 

11. The best average temperature for school-rooms, is from 640 to 68° 
Fahrenheit ; this range including that of the healthiest climates' in their best 
seasons. 

For the purpose of summer ventilation, and for occasional use in moderate 
weather, fireplaces of good size should be constructed in all the new houses, at 
. least. They should always be double, and furnished with large air chambers, 
which communicate with the open air. When not in use, they must be closed 
with tight boards or shutters, as they would otherwise interfere with the regular 
ventilation. 

With these arrangements, intelligently controlled by the Teachers, your 
Committee believe that an atmosphere will be secured which will be perfectly 
agreeable and salubrious ; which will lighten the labors of the Teachers, and 
promote the comfort, health, and happiness, of the thousands of children who 
are daily congregated in our Public Schools." 

This Report was received, and the same Committee were u directed 
to adapt to each school-room such apparatus, if any, as may be re* 
quired to secure to them proper ventilation in winter and summer, 
and to make such alterations and arrangements of the furnaces as 
may be required." To be able to execute this order, the Committee 
applied to the City Authorities for an appropriation of $4,000, which 
was readily granted, after an examination by a Joint Committee of 
the Board of Aldermen and Common Council, of the school-houses 
in which the improved ventilating apparatus had been introduced. 
The following is an extract from the Report of the Joint Committee : 

* This in practice has not been found necestary, although it may be 00106110168. 
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"In order to be fully satisfied, the Committee visited the Endicott School, 
where the apparatus was in operation. The day was exceedingly wet and dis- 
agreeable, and yet the air of the rooms was found in an unobjectionable condi- 
tion. The masters fully sustained the representations of the petitioners ; and 
from their statements, as well as from their own observations, the Committee 
were satisfied of the beneficial effects of said apparatus. 

Ixi order, however, to have a more full investigation of the matter, the Com- 
irittee, on a subsequent day, visited the Johnson School and the Boylston 
School. The day was dry and cold, and they found the air in the Johnson 
School in a tolerably good condition. This is a girls' school ; and it is well 
known that the pupils in such schools are neater, and attend in cleaner and 
more tidy apparel, than the pupils in the boys' schools. 

In- the Boylston School, however, the Committee found the air very disagree- 
able and oppressive: and they could not but feel the importance or executing 
some plan of relief." 

If the Committee of Ways and Means, — or whatever the money- 
compelling power may be called — in every city, and town, and dis- 
trict, would satisfy themselves by actual examination, of the necessity 
of a more perfect system of ventilation in all school-rooms, or in all 
public halls where a large number of human beings are congregated 
for a considerable length of time, and where fires or lamps are 
burning, a reform would be speedily introduced in this respect. 

With the means thus placed at their disposal, the Committee 
applied themselves diligently to the duty of ventilating the school- 
houses— and at the close of the year, they had the satisfaction of 
announcing in their. Final Report, "that the Grammar School-houses 
of Boston are now in a better condition in respect to their ventilation, 
than any other Public Schools in the world." The Committee thus 
sum up the results of their labors. 

"The diversity of arrangement and the modifications in our plans which we 
nave been compelled by circumstances to adopt, have had their advantages, and 
enabled ns to arrive at the best results, and to satisfy ourselves entirely in re- 
gard to the particular set of apparatus which we can recommend with confi- 
dence for future use as decidedly the most effective and convenient. We have 
therefore furnished drawings and specifications of the set of apparatus which 
we recommend. 

ChUson's JFwrnace* 

Your Committee have made themselves acquainted not only with all the 
Pomaces which have been manufactured in this place, and its neighborhood, 
but with all those which have been exhibited here recently. Most of them 
show much ingenuity of contrivance and excellence of workmanship ; but are 
all, so far as we can judge, inferior in many respects, to the one invented by 
Mr. Chilson, a model and plans of which we now exhibit, and recommend as 
superior to all others. 

It is simple in its structure, easily managed, will consume the fuel perfectly. 
and with a moderate. Ore. It is fitted for wood or coal. The fire place is broad 
and shallow, and is lined with soapstone or fire-brick, which not only makes it 
perfectly safe and durable, but modifies very materially the usual effect of the 
fire upon the iron pot. 

The principal radiating surfaces are wrought iron, of a suitable thickness 
for service, while at the same time the heat of the smallest fire is communi- 
cated immediately to the air chamber. The mode of setting ttfis Furnace we 
consider essential ; morejBspecially the plan of admitting the air to the fttmue 
at its lowest point, as it then rises naturally, into the apartments afeove. This ; 

5e 
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5IOC688 commences as soon as the temperature is raised even a single degree, 
'be outer wails remain cold ; the floor above is not endangered, and the whole 
building is- rapidly filled with an atmosphere which is at once salubrious and 
delightful 




Section of ChUson'i Furnace. 




Elevation. 




EZ3JJ 






Section. 



Ventilating Stove. 

For the houses which we found without the Hot Air Furnaces, as also for 
the Recitation and other single rooms, the invention of a Stove which should 
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answer the sane purpose became essential . One was therefore contrived ; and . 
having been found in its earlier and ruder forms to be of great utility, it has 
since been improved in its appearance, as well as in the convenience of its 
management. 

These Stoves are composed of two cylinders, the inner containing a fire, 
chamber, which is lined with soap-sione or fire brick, while the outer consti- 
tutes a chamber for warming the air, which is introduced into it beneath the 
inner cylinder, from an air box directly connected with the external atmos- 
phere. 

They possess the following advantages : — 

1. They are in fact furnaces, having distinct and capacious air chambers. 

2. They insure, when properly set, that supply of fresh air which is indis- 
pensable to the proper ventilation of any apartment. , . 

3. The Regulating Distributor, which is movable or fixed, as may be de- 
sired, determines with great accuracy the amount and temperature of the, 
admitted air. 

4. The outer cylinder is never hot enough to burn the person or clothing, or ; 
to be uncomfortable to those who are situated in its immediate vicinity. 

5. They are constructed with the utmost regard to efficiency, durability, 
compactness, and neatness of appearance. 

These Stoves have been furnished to the Schools whenever your Committee 
have required their use, and at manufacturers' prices, without any profit what- 
ever to the inventor and patentee. 

They may be used with advantage in the largest rooms, when the cellars are 
unfit for Furnaces, or when it is preferred to have the fire in the room itself. 
The Johnson, Wells, Hawes, and Winthrop School-houses are warmed entirely 
by them. 

The discharging ventiducts have been made in various ways; some of wood, 
m some of metal, and others of * lath and plaster.' Some have opened at the 
ceiling only, and in but one part of the room, while others have Deen equally 
divided at opposite sides of the apartment. Our rule is this :— If the Heating 
Apparatus is at one end of an oblong room, the ventiduct is placed at the op- 
posite. If .the stove or furnace flue is at the middle of the longest side, the 
ventiducts are placed at each end, and are of course reduced to one half the 
size of the single one. 

The best manner of constructing them is shown by the drawing, Fig. 1, and 
described on the following page. 

There is great economy in carrying the boxes to the floor in all cases. In 
this way the room can be kept warm and the air pure in the coldest and most 
windy days. 

The registers at the top and bottom can be used separately or together, as 
may be desired. 

It is necessary and advantageous to apply some kind of cap or other covering 
upon the ventiducts where they terminate above the roof. It is necessary as a 
protection from the rain and the down blasts of wind, and it is also very advan- 
tageous to be enabled in this way to avail our- 
selves of the power of the wind to create an active 
upward current. We used at first the turncap 
or cowl invented by Mr. Espy, and with satisfac- 
tory results. It is undoubtedly the best movable 
top known ; but is noisy, and somewhat liable to 
get out of working order. These objections to 
the movable tops have long been known, and va- 
rious stationary tops have been invented, and have 
been partially successful. An improved Stationary 
Top, or Ejecting Ventilator, as it is called, has 
been invented during the past year by Mr. Em- 
erson. It is shown in the drawing, and consists 
of the frustrum of a cone attached to the top of a 
tube, open in its whole extent, and surmounted Ejecting Ventilator. 

by a fender which is supported upon rods, and 
answers the double purpose of keeping out the rain 
and of so directing or turning a blast of wind upon the structure, as that in what- 
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ever direction it fails, the effect, that of causing a strong upward draft, will be 
vwv uniform and constant. 

Being satisfied that this Stationary Ejector possessed all the advantages of 
the best tops hitherto known, without the disadvantages of either of them, we 
bave adopted it for several of the houses last ventilated, and find it in all re- 
spects satisfactory. We therefore recommend it for general use. 

The Injector may generally be dispensed with, 
but in situations' unfavorable for introducing air, 
it may be sometimes found convenient, or even 
necessary. x £Mr. Emerson recommends the use 
of the Injector, whenever a ventilating stove or 
furnace is used, so as to secure the admission of 
a 1 Quantity of pure air, warmed by the heating 
surfaces of the stove or furnace, equal to the 
quantity of air rendered impure by respiration 
withdrawn by the Ejector. He refuses to allow 
his ventilators to be placed upon any school-house 
which is not supplied with fresh warm air.] 




Injecting Ventilators. 



Ventiducts. 



The discharging ventiducts should be situated at the part of the rooms most 
distant from the stove or register of the furnace, and should always, if possi- 
ble, be constructed in or upon an interior wall or partition, and an outer brick 
wall must, if possible, be avoided. They should be made of thoroughly sea- 
soned sound pine boards, smoothed on the inner sides, and put together with 
two-inch iron screws. The outside finish may be of lath and plaster, or they 
may be projected backwards into a closet or entry, as shown in Figure 3. 
They must be carried entirely to the floor, and should be fitted at th'e top and 
bottom with a swivel blind, whose capacity is equal to that of the ventiduct into 
which it opens. This blind may be governed by stay rods or pulleys. The 
elevation gives a view of the ventiducts for a building of three stories, 
and shows the best mode of packing them, so as to avoid injuring the ap- 
pearance of the rooms. 

These ventiducts must be kept entirely separate to the main discharger at the 
roof, as any other arrangement would impair or destroy their utility. 

The size of the ventilators and ventiducts must correspond to the capacity 
of the room, and the number it is intended to accommodate. 

A room containing sixty scholars is found to require a discharging duct 'of 
fourteen inches in diameter. A room for one hundred scholars requires the 
tube to be eighteen inches ; and a room for two hundred scholars requires it to 
be twenty-four inches. 

The fresh air ventiducts should exceed in capacity those for carrying off the 
impure' air by about fifty per cent.; so that mere will then always be a sur- 
plus or plenum supply, and the little currents of cold which press in at the 
crevices of the doors and windows will be entirely prevented. 

The section shown in Fig. 3 exhibits a very convenient mode of bringing the 
cold air to the ventilating stoves in a three story building in connection with 
the smoke lues. 
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Figure 1. 



Elevation of Ventiduct*. 



Figure 2. 
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a. Gold air ducts, 
d. Smoke floes 
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The following section, (Fig. 3,) and plans (Fig's. 4 and 5,) exhibit at one 
view an example of a building of two stories warmed and ventilated by the 
apparatus and in the manner reeemmended. 



Figure 3. 



T^ c 




A,* Chilson's Furnace. 

E^ The Boston School Stove. 

Ct Emerson's Ejector, 

a; Cold or fresh air ducts. 

b. Warmed air ducts. 

c. Impure air ducts. 

d. Bmoke flues. 



The letters on the plans correspond to those in tb*«e©tk)n. 
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Plans of First md Second Floor*. 
Figure 4. 




Second Floor. 

A. Fnrnace. a. a. a. Fresh air ducts, b. b. b. Warm air registers. 
c. c. c. Impure air ducts. 

The modes of ventilation and heating above described and illus- 
trated, were unanimously approved by the school committee, and 
recommended to the city government, for introduction into the 
school-houses which may be hereafter erected. 
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The Committee append to their Report directions for the manage- 
ment of the Stoves, Furnaces and Ventiducts, to which they request 
the attention of the masters of the Public Schools, in conformity to 
the rule of the Board, which requires their attention to the Ventilation 
of the School-houses under their care. 

Rides relative to the use of the Stoves, Furnaces and Ventilators. 

1. To kindle the fire. — Close the upper, and open the lower registers of the 
ventiducts ; close the upper door of tne stove or furnace and open the lower 
door; place the cover of the stove one or two inches up. 

2. After the room becomes warm — Raise the cover of the stove three or five 
inches ; close the lower door of the sjove and open the upper door ; open the 
registers of the ventiducts about half their width. 

3. If the room become too warm— Open the registers full width, and raise the 
cover of the stove high up, keeping the upper door of the stove or furnace open, 
and the lower door closed. 

4. If the roam become too cool — Close the upper registers, (for a short time 
only;) close the upper door of the stove and open the lower door; drop the 
cover down within two inches of the sides. 

5. Never close the top of the stove entirely down, while there is any fire 
therein. 

6. At night, on leaving the room, let the cover of the stove down within one 
inch of the sides ; close the lower door, and open the upper one ; place all the 
registers open about half their width. 

7. Fill the water basins every morning, and Wash them twice a week. 

The fires should be kept, if possible, through the night, by covering the coaL 
The coal to be white ash. 

The prompt and liberal action of the School Committee, and of 
the City Government of Boston, in providing for the thorough ven- 
tilation of all the Public Schools of the City, is respectfully com- 
mended to the attention and imitation of those who have the interests 
of public education under their charge, in any of our cities. We 
know from personal observation and experience, that the same, or as 
effectual methods of ventilation, should be introduced into the Public 
Schools of most of the large cities of the country ; and until im- 
provements are introduced into the buildings where the schools 
are kept, — until these structures are made neat, convenient and 
healthy, — until every thing which offends good taste or induces a 
a bad state of manners or morals, are removed, it cannot be expected 
that those parents who understand how necessary a good school- 
house is to the realization of a good school, will withdraw their 
children from private instruction, and place them in the public 
schools. 

In the High School-house recently erected in Hartford, Connecti- 
cut, substantially the same methods of ventilation have been adopted* 
with a slight variation in the place and form of the Stationary Top 
or Ejector. 
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; APPARATUS, 

As bo school-house can be considered complete without such fixtures, 
and means of experiment and illustration as will enable the teacher to 
employ the eye and the hand of every pupil in the mastery of the studies 
pursued in the school, we shall hereafter give a list of such articles as we 
deem indispensable, and also, of such as we deem desirable, in each grade 
of school ; and in the mean time we invite attention to the following : 

Extract from a u Report on Philosophical Apparatus in the Grammar 
Schools" of Boston — made to the School Committee in May, 1847. 

u After taking this brief view of what has been done in the schools, 
we will now proceed to state what in our opinion is required to place 
this department of instruction upon a proper, and useful basis. 

First. The schools should be supplied uniformly with appropriate 
apparatus of simple construction , and convenient for use. 

Second. The apparatus should be adapted to illustrate, as far as prac- 
ticable, the most useful and interesting principles pertaining to the 
science. 

Third. A neat and convenient case, of sufficient size, with glazed 
doors, should be provided for each set of apparatus. « 

Much importance is attached by the Committee to the construction and 
situation of the Apparatus Case, for we consider it useless to provide ap- 
propriate apparatus, without also furnishing a proper place to contain it, 
and have it so arranged, that the instruments can be readily and* conven- 
iently used. 
. We believe the requisites of a useful case to be — 

First. Sufficient size to allow of any particular article, being taken 
out easily and safely ;, otherwise, the teacher may prefer to talk of the 
principle, rather than to illustrate it. 

Second. The shelves should not be fixtures, but capable of being 
moved, so as best to accommodate additional apparatus, or .to allow of . its 
being arranged to meet the convenience, or wishes of the teachers. 

Third. The glazing of the doors should not extend near the floor on 
account of liability to accident, and also because a small closet, and a few 
drawers in the lower part of the case, would be more proper for contain-* 
ing the unseemly, and loose parts of the apparatus. 
* We deem it important also, that the case should stand upon the plat- 
form of the school room, because a neat case, filled with useful philosoph- 
ical instruments, would add to the attractions of the school, and its prom- 
inent position would incline the teacher to have its appearance indicative 
of order and care. The interest of the pupils would also be awakened in 
anticipation of experiments, and with the apparatus thus constantly in 
view, their desire to become acquainted with the study would be increas- 
ed. In some of the school; rooms, the windows are so near together, as 
to prevent a proper sized case from standing on the platform ; it is advisa- 
ble therefore, that this matter be attended to in the future erection of 
School Houses. 

5f 



130 Apparatus. 

As a part of the duty assigned them* the Committee have carefully pre- 
pared a Schedule of Philosophical Apparatus, embracing all the instru- 
ments which they consider necessary, and which having been introduced 
into several of the schools, and found to be efficient and useful, they sub- 
mit to the Board with this Report. 

The cost of a complete set of apparatus in conformity with this Schedule* 
will not exceed two hundred ar\d sixty dollars." 

Schedule of Philosophical Apparatus for the Grammar Schools* 

laws of matter. Tall Jar and Balloon. 

Apparatus for illustrating Inertia. Hand, and Bladder Glasses. 

Pair of Lead Hemispheres, for Cohesion. Wood Cylinder and Plate. 
Pair of Glass Plates, for Capillary Altrac- India Rubber Bag, for expansion of air. 
tion. Guinea and Feather Apparatus. 

laws of motion. Glass Flask and Stop Cock, for weighing 

Ivory Balls on Stand for Collision. air. 

Set of eight illustrations for Centre of Grav- electricity. 

ity. Plate Electrical Machine. 

Sliding Frame, for Composition of Forces. Pith. Ball Electrometer. 
Apparatus for illustrating Central Forces. Electrical Battery of four Jars. 

Electrical Discharger. 
mfch anics. Image Plates and Figure. 

Complete set of Mechanicals, consisting of Insulated Stool. 
Pullies; Wheel and Axle; Capstan ; Chime of Bells. 
Screw ; Inclined Plane ; Wedge. Miser's Plate, for shocks. 

Tissue Figure, Ball and Point. 
hydrostatics. Electrical Flyer and Tellurian. 

Bent Glass Tube for Fluid Level. Electrical Sportsman, Jar and Birds. 

Mounted Spirit Level. Mahogany Thunder House and Pistol. 

Hydrometer and Jar, for Specific Gravity. Hydrogen Gas Generator. 
Scales and Weights, for Specific Gravity. Chains, Balls of Pith, and Amalgam. 
Hydrostatic Bellows, and Paradox. 

OPTICS. 

hydraulics. Glass Prism ; and pair of Lenses. 

Lifting, or Common Water Pump. Dissected Eye Ball, showing its arrange- 

Forcing Pump : illustrating the Fire En- ment. 

gine. magnetism. 

Glass Syphon Cup ; for illustrating Inter- Magnetic Needle on Stand. 

mining Springs. Pair of Magnetic Swans. 

Glass, and Metal Syphons. Glass Vase for Magnetic Swans. 

Horseshoe Magnet. 
pneumatics. 
Patent Lever Air Pump and Clamp. astronomy. 

Three Glass Bell Receivers, adapted to the Improved School Orrery. 

Apparatus. Tellurian, or Season Machine. 

Condensing, and Exhausting Syringe. 
Copper Chamber for Condensed Air Foun- arithmetic, and geometry. € 

tain. Set of 13 Geometrical Figures of Solids. 

Revolving Jet and Glass Barrel. Box of 64 one inch Cubes, for Cube 

Fountain Glass, Cock, and Jet for Vacuum. Root, &c. 
Brass Magdeberg Hemispheres. 
Improved Weight Lifter for upward press- auxiliaries. 

ure. Tin Oiler; Glass Funnel; Sulphuric 

Iron Weight of 56 lbs. and Strap, ) Weight Acid. 

Flexible Tube and Connectors, $ Lifter. Set of Irou Weights for Hydrostatic Pura- 
Brass Plate and Sliding Rod. dox. 

Bolt Head and Jar. ' 
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The gallery consists of 7 
varying in height from 7 to inches, 
each seat 20 feet long, and provided 
with a support for the back. These 
seats will accommodate 200 children. 
The whole is set 2\ feet from the 
wall, and is left open beneath — the 
space being used as a wardrobe for 
theyoungest children. 

The youngest class is provided with a desk, having a 
trench (b) painted black to contain a thin layer of sand, in 
which to trace letters, and rude attempts at imitating forms. 
Each child has a slate, and there is an opening in the 
top of the desk (a) to receive it when not in use. 

Since the erection of this school-house some modifica- 
tions have been made in the construction of the desks and 
seats. Instead of the long bench for 10 or 12 pupils, each 
pupil has a chair similar to those represented below. 
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The desks are 10 J inches wide; and the uprights, or legs, are out out 
on the edge towards the chair. The highest desk is 1 foot 7 inches on the 
lowest side ; the lowest 1 foot 5 inches. The chairs are 12 and 10 inches. 
The seat of the chair is about 8 inches wide, and is intended to be set so 
that the front of the seat and the edge of the top of the desk, shall be perpea- 
dicular, one with the other, so that the scholars may sit erect, and receive 
the benefit of the back of the chair while writing. 

The desks (Fig. 2.) are each for eight scholars and vary in height — the 
highest, which are most distant from the teacher, being on the lower edge 
26 inches from the floor, and requiring a seat 17? inches ; and the lowest 
being nearest the teacher, being 17 inches and requiring a seat 10 inches 
from the floor. Each desk has an appropriate place for an inkstand, books, 
pen, pen- wiper, pencil, and slate for each scholar. The slates are of the best 
quality, bounj over the corners with a band of iron made fast to the frame, 

The seats are stools, without 
hacks— all belonging to one desk, 
being attached to a plank, which can 
be moved, although it is ordinarily 
made fast to the floor. There is 
sufficient space between each stool, 
and between each range of stools ana 
the adjoining desk, to allow a scholar 
to leave or take his seat without 
disturbing any other. 

The monitors' seat and desk (F) 
are elevated about five inches above 
the rest, so as to command a view 
of each range of scholars' seats and 
desks. The top of the monitors' 
desk is hung with hinges, and sup- 
ported by a movable brace. 
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The attention of the Trustees and especially of a committee having charge 
of this subject, having; been recently called to the importance of having some 
support provided for the backs of the older as well as the youuger scholars, 
has resulted in the introduction of MotVs patent revolving cast-iron chair 
into several of the new Primary Schools, and into one of the Public Schools. 



The chairs, except the seat, 
are made of cast iron, and are so 
constructed, that the seat and 
back may be turned round, while 
the bottom being screwed fast 
to the floor, remains stationary. 



The height of the lower part of 
the top of the desk, is just equal 
to the highest part of the back of 
the chair, bO as to ajlow it to 
pass under. , 

The fronj edge of the seat is 
in a perpendicular line with the 
edge of the top of the desk, so 
that the scholar is required to sit 
erect, when encaged in writing 
or studying, and the same time 
that part of his back which re- 
quires support is fully in contact 
with the chair. 



These chairs are made of four sizes 
as follows— 

No 1 is 10 in. high, and requires a desk 17 in. 

" 2M2 «' •» « « lty« 
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These chairs are considered so ex- 
actly suited to the wants of the chil- 
dren, both as it regards ease in sitting, 
and In maintaining order while taking, 
or leaving their seats, that the Com- 
mittee on Primary Schools *have con- 
cluded to recommend them wherever 
new desks are needed. 

J. 2» -Mott, 264 Water-street, has 
for sale cast iron lesson stands ; and 
cast iron standards or end pieces for 
school desks of four different sizes ; 
and school stoves of various patters. 

The chair and standard have been 
recently introduced into many public 
and private schools x in the city of New 
York and other places. 




APPENDIX. 



Lest the author should be thought to exaggerate the defi- 
ciences of school-houses as they have been heretofore constructed, 
and as they are now almost universally found wherever public 
attention has not been earnestly, perseveringly, and judiciously 
called to their improvement, the following extracts from recent 
official school documents are inserted, respecting the condition 
of school-houses in States where public education has received 
the most attention. The facts herein stated show that, while 
some advance has been made within a few years past, both in 
public opinion and public action, still the standard of actual 
attainment is very low, and the disastrous consequences of neg- 
lect are not sufficiently, or generally appreciated. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Extracts from the u Report of the Secretary (Hon. Horace Mann) of 
the Board of Education for 1846." 

"For years the condition of this class of edifices, throughout the State, 
taken as a whole, had been growing worse and worse. Time and decay 
were always doing their work, while only here and there, with wide 
spaces between, was any notice taken of their silent ravages ; and, in 
still fewer instances, were these ravages repaired. Hence, notwith- 
standing the improved condition of all other classes of buildings, general 
dilapidation was the fate of these. Industry and the increasing pecu- 
niary ability which it creates, had given comfort, neatness, and even 
elegance to private dwellings. Public spirit had erected commodious 
and costly churches. Counties, though largely taxed, had yet uncom- 
plainingly paid for handsome and spacious court-houses and public offices. 
Humanity had been at work, and had made generous and noble provision 
for the pauper, the blind, the deaf and dumb, the insane. Even jails and 
houses of correction, — the receptacles of felons and other offenders 
against the laws of God and man, had, in many instances, been trans- 
formed, by the more enlightened spirit of the age, into comfortable and 
healthful residences. The Genius of architecture, as if she had madq, 
adequate provision for all mankind, extended her sheltering care over the 
brute creation. Better stables were provided for cattle, better folds for 
sheep, and even the unclean beasts felt the improving hand of reform, 
But in the mean time the school-houses, to which the children should 
have been wooed by every attraction, were suffered to go where age and 
the elements would carry them, , 

H 
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In 1837, not one third part of the Public School-houses in Massachu- 
setts would have been considered tenantable by any decent family, out 
of the poor-house, or in it As an incentive to neatness and decency, 
children were sent to a house whose walls and floors were indeed painted, 
but they were painted, all too thickly, by smoke and filth ; whose benches 
and doors were covered with carvea work, but they w«re the gross and 
obscene carvings of impure hands; whose vestibule, after the oriental 
fashion, was converted into a veranda, but the metamorphosis which 
changed its architectural style, consisted in laying it bare of its outer 
covering. The modesty and chastity of the sexes, at their tenderest age, 
was to be cultivated and cherished, in places, which oftentimes were as 
destitute of all suitable accommodations, as a camp or a caravan. The 
brain was to be worked amid gases that stupefied it The virtues of 
generosity and forbearance were to be acquired where sharp discomfort 
and pain tempted each one to seize more than his own share of relief, 
and thus to strengthen every selfish propensity. 

At the time referred to, the Bchool-houses in Massachusetts were an 
opprobrium to the State; and if there be any one who thinks this 
expression too strong, he may satisfy himself of its correctness by 
inspecting some of the few specimens of them which still remain. 

The earliest effort at reform was directed towards this class of build- 
ings. By presenting the idea of taxation, this measure encountered the 
opposition of one of the strongest passions of the age. Not only the 
sordid and avaricious, but even those, whose virtue of frugality, by the 
force of habit, had been imperceptibly sliding into the vice of parsimony, 
felt the alarm. Men of fortune, without cnildren, and men who haa 
reared a family of children, and borne the expenses of their education, 
fancied they saw something of injustice in being called to pay for the 
education of others ; and too often their fancies started up into spectres 
of all imaginable oppression and wrong. The school districts were the 
scene where the contending parties arrayed themselves against eacjji 
other; the school-house itself their arena. From time immemorial, it 
had been the custom to hold school district meetings in the school-house. 
Hither, according to ancient usage, the voters were summoned to come. 
In this forum, the question was to be decided, whether a new edifice 
should be erected, or whether the ability of the old one to stand upon its 
foundations for another season, should be tried. Regard for the health, 
the decent manners, the intellectual progress and the moral welfare of the 
children, common humanity, policy, auty, the highest worldly interests of 
the race, were marshalled on one side, demanding a change ; selfishness, 
cupidity, insensibility to the wants and the welfare of others, and that 
fallacious plea, that because the school-house had answered the purpose 
so long, therefore it would continue to answer it still longer, — an argument 
which would make all houses, and roads, and garments, and every thing 
made by human hands, last forever,— resisted the change. The dis- 
graceful contrast between the school-house and all other edifices, whether 
public or private, in its vicinity ; the immense physical and spiritual sacri- 
fices which its condition inflicted upon the rising generation, were often 
and unavailingly urged ; but there was always one argument which the 
advocates for reform could use with irresistible effect, — the school-house 
4ts%lf. Cold winds, whistling through crannies and chinks and broken 
windows, told with merciless effect upon the opponents. The ardor of 
opposition was cooled by snow-blasts rushing up tnrough the floor. Pain- 
imparting seats made it impossible for the objectors to listen patiently 
even to arguments on their own side ; and it was obvious that the tears 
they shed were less attributable to any wrongs which they feared, than 
to the volumes of smoke which belched out with every gust of wind from 
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broken funnels and chimneys. Such was the cage in some houses. In 
others, opposite evils prevailed; and the heat and stifling air and nau- 
seating effluvia were such as a grown man has hardly been compelled to 
live in, since the time of Jonah. 

Though insensible to arguments, addressed to reason and conscience, 
vet the senses and muscles and nerves of this class of men were less, 
hardened than their hearts ; and the colds and cramps, the exhaustion and 
debility, which they carried home, worked mightily for their conversion to 
truth. Under such circumstances, persuasion became compulsory. 

Could the leaders of the opposition have transferred the debate, to some 
commodious public hall, or to their own spacious and elegant mansions, 
they might have bid defiance to humanity and remained masters of the 
field. But the party of reform held them relentlessly to the battle-ground ; 
and there the cause of progress triumphed, on the very spot where it had, 
been so long dishonored. 

During the five years immediately succeeding the report made by the 
Board of Education to the Legislature, on the subject of school-houses, 
the sums expended for the erection or repair of this class of buildings feu 
but little short of seven hundred thousand dollars. Since that time, from, 
the best information obtained, I suppose the sum expended on this one 
item to be. about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars annually. 
Every year adds some new improvement to the construction and arrange- 
ment of these edifices. 

In regard to this great change in school-houses, — it would hardly be too 
much to call it a revolution, — tne school committees have done an excel- 
lent work, — or rather, they have begun it ; — it is not yet done. Their 
annual reports, read in open town meeting, or printed and circulated 
among the inhabitants, afterwards embodied in the Abstracts and distri- 
buted to all the members of the government, to all towns and school com- 
mittees have enlightened and convinced a State. 

NEW-YORK. 

Extracts/tow the " Annual Report of the Superintendent (Hon, Samuel 

Young) of Common Schools, made to the Legislature, January 13, 

1844* 

"The whole number of school-houses visited and inspected by the 
county superintendents during the year was 9,368 ; of which 7,685 were of 
framed wood •> 446 of brick ; 523 of stone, and 707 of logs. Of these, 
3,160 were found in good repair; 2,870 inordinary and comfortable repair, 
and 3,319 in bad repair, or totally unfit for school purposes. The number 
furnished with more than one room was 544, leaving 8,795 with one room 
only. The number furnished with suitable play-grounds is 1,541; the 
number not so furnished, 7,313. The number furnished with a single 
privy is, 1,810 ; those with privies containing separate apartments for male 
and. female pupils, 1,012; while the number of those not furnished with 
any privy whatever, is 6,423. The number suitably furnished with con- 
venient seats, desks. &c, is reported at 3,282, and the number not so fur* 
nished, at 5,972. The number furnished with proper facilities for ventila- 
tion is stated at L518; while the number not provided with these essen- 
tial requisites of health and comfort is 7,889. 

No subject connected with the interests of elementary instruction 
affords a source of such mortifying an4 humiliating reflections as thatoj 
the condition of a large portion of the school-houses, as presented in the 
above enumeration. One-third only of the whole number visited) were 
found in good repair; another third m ordinary and comfortable condition 
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only in this respect — in other words, barely sufficient for the convenience 
and accommodation of the teachers and pupils; while the remainder, con- 
sisting of 3,319, were to all intents and purposes unfit for the reception of 
man or beast. 

But 544 out of 9,368 houses visited, contained more than one room ; 
7,313 were destitute of any suitable play-ground ; nearly six. thousand 
were unfurnished with convenient seats and desks ; nearly eight thousand 
destitute of the proper facilities for ventilation ; and upwards of six thou- 
sand without a privy of any sort; while of the remainder but about one 
thousand were provided with privies containing different apartments for 
male and female pupils ! And it is in these miserable abodes of accumu- 
lated dirt and filth, deprived of wholesome air, or exposed without adequate 
protection to the assaults of the elements, with no facilities for necessary 
exercise or relaxation, no convenience for prosecuting their studies; 
crowded together on benches not admitting of a moment's rest in any 
position, and debarred the possibility of yielding to the ordinary calls of 
nature without violent inroads upon modesty and shame ; that upwards 
of two hundred thousand children, scattered over various parts of the 
State, are compelled to spend an average period of eight months during 
each year of tneir pupilage t Here the first lessons of human life, the 
incipient principles of morality, and the rules of social intercourse are to 
be impressed upon the plastic mind. The boy is here to receive the 
model* of his permanent character, and to imbibe the elements of his 
future career; and here the instinctive delicacy of the young female, one 
of the characteristic ornaments of the sex, is to be expanded into matu- 
rity by precept and example ! Is it strange, under such circumstances, 
that an early and invincible repugnance to the acquisition of knowledge 
is imbibed by the youthful mind ; that the school-house is regarded with 
unconcealed aversion and disgust, and that parents who have any'desire 
to preserve the health and the morals of their children, exclude them 
from the district school, and provide instruction for them elsewhere 7 

If legislation could reach and remedy the evil, the law-making power 
would be earnestly invoked. But where the ordinary mandates of 
humanity, and the laws of parental feeling written by the finger of 
heaven on the human heart, are obliterated or powerless, all statutory 
provisions would be idle and vain. In some instances during the past 
year, comfortable school-houses have been erected to supply the place of 
miserable and dilapidated tenements which for years had Ibeen a disgrace 
to the inhabitants. Perhaps the contagion of such worthy examples may 
spread ; and that which seems to have been beyond the influence of the 
ordinary impulses of humanity, may be accomplished by the power of 
example or the dread of shame. 

The expense of constructing and maintaining convenient buildings, 
and all other proper appliances for the' education of the young, is a mere 
trifle when contrasted with the beneficial results which inevitably follow. 

Of all the expenditures which are calculated to subserve the wants or 
gratify the caprices of man, there are none which confer such important 
and durable blessings as those Which are applied to the cultivation and 
expansion of the moral and intellectual powers. It is by such cultivation 
that human happiness is graduated, and that from the most debased of 
the savage tribes, nation rises above nation in the scale of prosperity and 
civilization. The penuriousness which has been manifested on this sub- 
ject, and the reckless profligacy exhibited on others, is strongly charac- 
teristic of the past. • In future times, when the Kght of science shall be 
more widely diffused, and when the education of the young shall claim 
and receive the consideration it deserves, a retrospection to the records ol 
ttw past will exhibit preceding generations in no enviable point of view. 
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The following remarks and extracts from the Reports of the special 
visiters appointed by the State Superintendent (Hon. John C. Spencer) 
in each of the counties, for 1840, and for 1841, are taken from Part I of 
that admirable work, the " School and the Schoolmaster," Part I, by Prof, 
(now Bishop) Potter, and Part II, by George B. Emerson, Esq., of 
Boston. 

"I ask, then, first, are our common schools places of agreeable resort, 
calculated to promote health, and to connect pleasant associations with 
study? 

Ans. Say the visiters, in one of the oldest and most affluent towns of 
the south-eastern section of the state, 'It may be remarked, generally, 
that the school-houses Are built in the old style, are too small to be con- 
venient, and, with one exception, too near the public roads, generally 
having no other play-ground.' Twelve districts were visited in this 
town. — See Report of Visiters (1840), p. 47. 

Say the visiters of another large ana wealthy town in the central part 
of the state, { Out of the 20 schools they visited, 10 of the school-houses 
were in bad repair, and many of them not worth repairing. In none 
were any means provided for the ventilation of the room. In many of 
the districts, the school-rooms are too small for the number of scholars. 
The location of the school-houses is generally pleasant There are, how- 
ever, but few instances where play-grounds are attached, and their condi- 
tion as to privies is very bad. The arrangement of seats and desks is 
generally very bad, and inconvenient to both scholars and teachers. 
Most of them are without backs.'— P. 28 {Rep., 1840.) 

From another town in the north-western part of the state, containing a 
large population, and twenty-two school districts, the visiters report of 
district No. 1, that the school-house is large and commodious, but scan- 
dalously cut and marked ; the school-room but tolerably clean ; the privies 
very filthy, and no means of ventilation but by opening the door or 
raising the window. No. 2 has an old school-house ; the room not clean; 
seats and desks well arranged, but cut and marked ; no ventilation ; the 
children healthy, but not clean. No. 3 has an old frame building, but 
warm and comfortable. No. 4 has a very poor, dilapidated old frame 
school-house, though the inhabitants are generally wealthy for that 
country. No. 5 has a frame school-house, old and in bad condition j 
school-room not clean ; seats and desks not convenient; No. 6 has a frame 
school-house, old and in bad condition ; the school-room is not clean ; no 
cup or pail for drinking water. No. 7 has a log school-house, in a very 
bad condition; desks and seats are inconvenient 'Here, too,' say the' 
visiters, ' society is good, and people mostly in easy circumstances, but 
the school-house very unbecoming such inhabitants. It does not com- 
pare well with their dwellings.' No. 8, say the visiters, is * a hard case.' 
No. 9 has a frame house in good condition and in a pleasant location, but 
is ' too small for the number of children. 9 No. 10 has a log school-house. 
No. 11 has a * log shanty for a school-house, not fit for any school' No. 
12 a log house. No. 13 has a log shanty, in bad condition, not pleasantly 
located^ school-room not clean. ' The school-house or hovel in this dis- 
trict is so cold in winter, so small and inconvenient, that little can be done 
towards preserving order or advancing education among so many schol- 
ars ; some poor inhabitants and some in good circumstances ; mignt have 
a better school-house.' No. 14 has a good frame house, in good condi- 
tion, pleasant location, with ample and beautiful play-ground ; school-room 
in clean condition. The visiters add, ' In this district the inhabitants are 



poor, and the scholars attend irregularly; the house was built by one man 
in. law circumstance*, who hat a large family of boys to educate ; a noble 
act? No. 15 has a frame house, in a good, warm, and comfortable con- 
dition, with a pleasant and retired location and a play-ground. No. 16 has 
a log shanty for a school-house. No. 17, ' no regular school-house other 
than some old log house.' No. 18, no school-house. No. 19, a log shanty. 
No. 20 and 21 are new districts. No. 22 hat a frame school-house, in 
good repair and pleasantly situated. Thus, out of twenty-two school- 
houses, not more than^foe are reported as respectable or comfortable; 
none have any proper means of ventilation j eight are built of logs ; and 
but one of them, according to the visiters, has a privy. — Report (1840), 
p. 142. 

- It is also a subject of frequent complaint in these reports, that the seats 
are too high (too high, say the visiters in one case, for a man of six feet. 
and all alike), ' and are, therefore, uncomfortable for the children, as well 
as productive of much disorder. ' We have found,' says the report from 
one town, l except in one school, all the seats and desks much too high, 
and in that one tney were recently cut down at our recommendation. In 
many of our schools, a considerable number of children are crowded into 
the same seat, and commonly those seated beyond the entering place 
have no means of getting at their seats but by climbing over those 
already seated, and to the ruin of all regard to cleanliness.' 

1 We have witnessed much uneasiness, if not suffering, among the 
children, from the dangling of their legs from a high seat, and, with the 
one exception, have seen them attempting to write on desis so high that, 
instead of the elbow resting to assist the hand in guiding the pen, the 
whole arm has, of necessity, been stretched out ; for, if they did not this, 
they must write rather by guess than sight, unless some one may have 
the fortune to be near-sighted, and, from this defect, succeed in seeing his 
work. This is a great evil, and ought to be remedied before we complain 
of the incompetency of teachers.' — Report (1841), p. 38. 

These specimens will serve to show how far many of the school- 
houses, in mis state, are pleasant places of resort, or study, and in what 
degree they are likely to inspire a respect for education, or a desire to 
enjoy and improve its advantages. The condition and aspect of the 
building, with its appendages and surrounding landscape, are inseparably 
associated, in a child's mind, with his first day at school, and his first 
thoughts about education. Is it well, then, that these earliest, most 
lasting, and most controlling associations, should be charged with so 
much that is offensive ? Is it to be expected, that the youthful mind can 
regard that as the cause, next to religion, most important of all others, 
which is upheld and promoted, in such buildings, as the district school- 
house usually is 1 Among the most comfortless and wretched tenements, 
which the pupil ever enters, he thinks of it with repugnance ; the tasks 
which it imposes, he dreads ; and he at length takes his leave of it, as of 
a prison, from which he is but too happy to escape. 

This seems to me to be the greatest evil connected with our school- 
houses. But their deleterious effect on health, is also to be considered. 
Air which has been once respired by the lungs, parts with its healthy 
properties, and is no longer fit for use. Hence a number of persons, 
breathing the air of the same apartment, soon contaminate it, unless the 
space is very large, or unless there is some provision for the introduction 
of fresh, as well as the exclusion of foul air. This ventilation is espe- 
cially important for school-houses, since they are usually small in propor- 
tion to the number of scholars; the scholars remain together a long while 
at once, and are less cleanly in their personal habits than adults. Yet, 
important as it is r probably not one common school in fifty, in this state, 
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< will be found supplied with adequate means to effect it The cracks and 
crevices, which abound in our school-houses, admit quite enough of cold 
air in winter, but not enough of fresh. What is wanted at that season- 
for both health and economy, is a constant supply of fresh warm air; and 
this is easily obtained by causing the air, as it enters from without, to 
pass through heated flues, or over heated surfaces. 

It is also important, to the health of scholars and teachers in common 
schools, that the rooms should be larger and have higher ceilings ; and 
that much more scrupulous attention should be paid to the cleanliness of 
both the room and its inmates. ' An evil' say the visiters of one of the 
towns, ' greater than the variety of school-books or the want of necessary 
apparatus, is having school-rooms so unskilfully made and arranged. 
Of our 13 school-rooms, bnly 3 are ten feet high, and of the residue only 
one is over eight feet The stupidity arising from foul, oft-breathed air, 
is set down as a grave charge against the capacity of the scholars or the 
energy of the teacher. A room for 30 children, allowing 12 square feet 
for each child, is low at 10 feet, and for every additional ten children an 
extra foot in elevation is absolutely necessary, to enable the occupants of 
the room to breathe freely.' — Report (1841), p. 38. 

Are common schools so conducted, as to promote habits of neatness and 
order, and cultivate good manners and refined feelings? 

From the quotations already made from the reports of yisiters, it 
appears that the school-rooms, in many cases, were not clean ; and the 
same thing is often alleged of the children. I will add but one other 
passage, to which I happen to open on p. 39 of the Report (1840^). It 
relates to a town containing 24 school districts, of which 16 were visited. 
Of these 16, one quarter are represented to have been almost entirely 
regardless of neatness and order, viz. : No. 4 * has a dirty school-room, 
and the appearance of the children was dirty and sickly.' No. 2 'has a 
dirty school-room, inconveniently arranged, and ventilated all over ;' the 
children ' rather dirty,' and no means of supplying fresh water except 
from the neighbor's pails and cups. No. 3 has ; an extremely dirty school- 
room, without ventilation, the children not clean, and no convenience for 
water.' No. 24 'has a school-house out of repair, dirty, and inconvenient 
in its arrangements.' 

It is also a subject of almost universal complaint, that the school-houses 
are without privies. On an average, probably not more than one in 
twenty, of the school-houses throughout the state, has this appendage ; 
and in these, it was almost invariably found, by the visiters, to be in a bad 
state. This fact speaks volumes, of the attention, which is mid at these 
schools, to delicacy of manners, and refinement of feeling. None but the 
very poorest families think of living without such a convenience at home; 
and a man, who should build a good dwelling-house, but provide no place 
for retirement when performing the most private offices of nature, would 
be thought to give the clearest evidence of a coarse and brutal mind. 
Yet respectable parents allow their children to go to a school where this 
is the case ; and where the evil is greatly aggravated by the fact, that 
numbers of both sexes are collected, and that, too, at an age of extreme 
levity, and when the youthful mind is prone to the indulgence of a pru- 
rient imagination. Says one of the visiters (Report, 1840, p. 77), \ In 
most cases in this town, the scholars, male and female, are turned promis- 
cuously and simultaneously into the public highway, without the shelter 
of so much (in the old districts) as a ' stump' for a covert to the calls of 
nature. The baneful tendency, on the young and pliant sensibilities, of 
this barbarous custom, are truly lamentable.' So tne visiters of one of 
the largest and oldest counties : < We regret to perceive that many of the 
districts have neglected to erect privies for the use of the children at 
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•chool. This is a lamentable error. The injury to the taste and morals 
of the children which will naturally result from this neglect, is of a char- 
acter much more serious than the discomfort which is obviously produced 
by it.'— (Report, 1840, p. 131.)" 

VERMONT. 

Extract from the " First Annual Report of the State Superintendent 

(Hon. Horace Eaton,) of Common Schools, October, 1846," made to the 

Legislature. 

" It might occur to any one in travelling through the State, that our 
school-houses are almost uniformly located in an uninteresting and un- 
suitable spot, and that the buildings themselves too generally exhibit an 
unfavorable, and even repulsive aspect. Yet by giving some license to 
the imagination it might be supposed that, notwithstanding their location 
and external aspect were so forbidding, the internal appearance would be 
more cheerful and pleasant — or at least, that the arrangement and con- 
struction within would be comfortably adapted to the purposes which the 
school-house was intended to fulfil. But an actual inspection of by far 
the greatest number of the school-houses in the State, by County Super- 
intendents, discloses the unpleasant fact, that ordinarily the interior does 
but correspond with the exterior, or is, if possible, still worse. A very 
large proportion of these buildings throughout the State must be set 
down as in a miserable condition. The melancholy fact is established by 
tine concurrent report of all our County Superintendents, that in every 
quarter of the State they are, as a class, altogether unsuited to their 
high purposes. Probably nine-tenths of them are located upon the line 
of the highway; and as the geographical centre of the district usually 
determines their situation, aside from the relation with the road, it is a 
rare chance that one is not placed in an exposed, unpleasant and uncom- 
fortable spot. In some cases — especially in villages — their location 
seems to be determined by the worth, or rather by the worthlessness of 
the ground on which they stand — that being selected which is of the 
least value for any other purpose. Seldom or never do we see our school- 
houses surrounded by trees or shrubbery, to serve the purpose which 
they might serve so well — that of delighting the eye, gratifying the 
taste, and contributing to the physical comfort, by snielaing from the 
scorching sun of summer, and breaking the bleak winds of winter. And 
from buildings thus situated and thus exposed, pupils are turned out into 
the streets for their sports, and for other purposes still more indispensable. 
What better results could be expected under such a system than that 
our ' girls should become hoydens and our boys blackguards V Indeed 
it would be a happy event, if in no case results still more melancholy and 
disastrous than this were realized. 

But this notice of ordinary deficiencies does not cover the whole ground 
of error in regard to the situation of school-houses. In some cases they 
are brought into close connection with positive nuisances. In a case 
which has fallen under the Superintendent's own personal observation, 
one side of the school-house forms part of the fence of a hog-yard, into 
which, during the summer, the calves from an extensive dairy establish- 
ment have been thrown from time to time, (disgusting and revolting 
spectacle !) to be rent and devoured before the eyes of teacher and pu- 
pils — except such portions of the mutilated and mangled carcasses as 
were left by the animals to go to decay, as they lay exposed to the sun 
and storm. It is true the wmdows on the side of the building adjoining 
the yard, were generally observed to be closed, in order to shut put the 



almost insupportable stench which arose from the decomposing remains. 
But this closure of windows could, in no great degree, ' abate the nuir 
saace ;' for not a breath of air could enter the house from any direction 
but it must come saturated with the disgusting and sickening odor that 
loaded the atmosphere around. It needs no professional learning to tell 
the -deleterious influence upon health, which must be exerted by such an 
agency, operating for continuous hours. 

Such cases, it is hoped and believed, are exceedingly rare. But it is 
much to be feared that the usual- exemption enjoyed by teachers and pu- 
pils, from even such outrages upon their senses and sensibilities, as have 
been detailed, is to be attributed to the fact that such arrangements are 
not ordinarily convenient, rather than to any prevailing conviction of 
their impropriety, or any general and settled purpose to avoid them. 
The case is named as at least strong evidence that tne pertinency of con- 
siderations, involving a regard either to taste ; comfort, or even health it- 
self, is generally overlooked or disregarded, in fixing upon a site for a 
school-house. At all events these purposes are all exposed to be violated 
under the prevailing neglect of districts to secure the possession of suf- 
ficient ground for a yard around the school-house. But it would seem 
unnecessary to urge, beyond the bare suggestion, the importance of pro- 
viding for school-houses, a comfortable location, a sufficient yard and 
fljay-ground, a wood-house and other out-buildings, a convenient access 
to water, and the surrounding of the premises with shade-trees which 
might serve for shelter, as well as delight the eye, and aid to render the 
school-house — what it should be — one of the most attracting and delight- 
ful places of resort upon the face of the earth. It should be such, that 
when the child shall have changed into the gray-haired man, and hfs 
memory wanders back through the long vista of vanished years, seeking 
for some object on which it may repose, this shall be the spot where it 
shall love to rest 

In the construction of the school-house — embracing its material, style 
-of architecture, and finish — as little care and taste are exhibited, as 
might be expected from the indifference manifested in regard to its loca- 
tion and surrounding circumstances. Cheapness of construction seems, 
in most cases, to be the great governing principle, which decides upon 
its materials, its form, and all its internal arrangements. No complaint 
on this score could justly be made, if the generalcondition of these build- 
ings were clearly and fairly attributed to want of ability. But while our 
other edifices, both public and private, have improved in elegance, con- 
venience, and taste, with the increasing wealth of our citizens, our school- 
houses linger in the rear and bear the impress of a former age. In this 
respect 

* That which in days of yore we were 

We at the present moment are. ' f 

Low walls might be instanced as one of the prevailing defects in 
school-house architecture. The quantity of air contained m a school- 
room of the usual height, is so small as to be soon exhausted of its oxy- 
gen; and the dullness, headache and depression which succeed to this 
result are but too well known and too often felt, although they may fail 
of being attributed to their true cause. And why should our children be 
robbed of a comfortable supply of that pure and wholesome air, with 
which our Creator, in the largeness and richness of his bounty, has sur- 
rounded the earth and filled the sky ? But if the condition of the house 
is such, as in part to prevent the injurious effects arising from a deficiency 
of pure air, by means of broken windows and gaping crevices — then 
colds, coughs and as the ultimate and crowning result— consumption — 

5h 
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(and of this disease, what thousands of cases have had their foundation* 
fetid in the school-house I) must be the consequence of this sort of ex- 

S)sure. This is true in regard to all classes and conditions of pupils, 
ut it should be distinctly kept in mind, although it is ordinarily overlooked 
and forgotten, that children accustomed to be comfortably protected 
against cold or vicissitudes of temperature, at home, will inevitably suffer 
the more when exposed to them in the school-house. And here is an ad- 
ditional reason why these structures should be improved, as our dwelling 
houses are generally becoming more comfortable. 

But there is not room here for details — not even to exhibit this topic in 
all its important bearings. And it has been thus hinted at only to prove 
that the general charge of faulty construction is not wholly unfounded 

It was the purpose of the Superintendent to discuss at some length, 
the pernicious influence exerted, both upon the health of pupils, ana 
their progress in learning, by the miserable structures in which the State 
abounds, but the extent of the remarks already made precludes it 

One cause of the prevailing fault in regard to the construction and in- 
ternal arrangement of school-houses, doubtless, is the want of proper 
models. Districts, when about erecting a school-house, cannot well do 
more than follow the examples before them. To form the plan of a 
proper school-house — one well adapted to all the various ends which 
should be sought, such as the convenience, comfort, and health of pupils, 
convenience for supervision and conduct of the school, and facilities for 
the most successful prosecution of study — would require such an extent 
of observation and so full an acquaintance with the laws of health, of 
mind and morals — and then such a skill in designing a structure in which 
all the necessary conditions should be observed and secured, that it would 
be unreasonable to expect that a district could command them, without 
an opportunity to avail itself of the experience and observation of others. 
And districts have almost universally felt this lack of guidance. But it 
is believed that hereafter, information on the subject of school-house 
architecture, will be more accessible ; and if, as a first step, some one 
district in every town in the State would avail itself of the necessary 
information, and make a vigorous effort to secure the erection of a well 
located, well planned, and well constructed school-house, they would per- 
form an act or high public beneficence, as well as confer upon themselves 
an inestimable blessmg. And shall not one or two years realize the ac- 
complishment of this noble purpose ? What district will lead the van 1 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Extracts from the "Report of the Commissioner, (Prof. Haddock, of 

Dartmouth College) of Common Schools, to the Legislature of New 

Hampshire, June Session, 1847." 

" The success of our whole system aepends as much on a thorough re- 
form in the construction and care of school-houses as upon any other 
single circumstance whatever. 

It is wonderful, and when their attention is called to it, strikes the in- 
habitants of the Districts themselves as really unaccountable, that care- 
ful and anxious parents have been content to confine their children for so 
many hours a day through a large part of the severest and most trying 
' seasons of the year, in houses so ill constructed, so badly ventilated, so 
imperfectly warmed, so dirty, so instinct with vulgar ideas, and so utterly 
repugnant to all habits of neatness, thought, taste, or purity. There are 
multitudes of houses in the State, not only inconveniently located, and 
awkwardly planned, but absolutely dangerous to health and morals. 
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And it has struck me with the greater surprise, that this is true not only of 
, the thinly peopled parts of the State, but of flourishing villages. In one 
' of the largest towns the principal District School was kept, the last win-, 
ter, in a .dilapidated, rickety, uncouth, slovenly edifice, hardly more com- 
fortable than some barns within sight of it. In one enterprising village 
the school-house, as I looked at it from a little distance, appeared deci- 
dedly the shabbiest and most neglected building, not to say dwelling, 
within reach of my eye. I have been in houses, which no scrubbing 
could keep clean; they were never made to be clean: and this, in places, 
where private taste is adorning the town with the ornaments of architec- 
ture and enrichmg the country with the fruits of rural industry. 

It is, however, encouraging to find, that a better feeling is coming to 
prevail on this subject. Many dietricts are rebuilding, and, in most in- 
stances, upon an improved plan. Some examples have been set of good 
judgment and liberal expenditure for this important object. And it is 
toped, that other districts will be stimulated to imitate them. 
' .Whenever a new house is to be erected, it should first be carefully lo- 
cated, so as best to accommodate the whole district, and by all means, on 
an open, healthy, agreeable site, with ample room about it on all sides,, 
and out of the way of floods of water or of dust. The young spirit lovea 
the free air and the cheerful day ; and when confined, as for some six 
hours it must be, the confinement should be as little unnatural and un- 
wholesome as possible. The cheapest medicine for the body is good air 
and plenty of room ; and the most indispensable pre-requisite to sane 
thought is a beautiful and happy place to think in. The house itself 
should be large ; so large that the vacant floor may about equal the 
space occupied by the seats. The difference of ten feet in length is not 
great in point of expense ; in point of comfort it may be incalculable. 
The walls should be twelve feet high at least; and an opening made in 
the ceiling for the escape of the overheated and corrupted air. This 
should be made to be closed at pleasure. Not more than two scholars 
should sit on one seat ; and the seats should be roomy and easy. These 
are the great points in a school-house. If tjie architecture is neat, and 
the grounds tastefully laid out, and every depredation immediately re- 
paired, every stain removed at once, not only will the house answer the 
essential purposes of health and comfort, but prove a material auxiliary 
in elevating the minds and correcting the habits of those who receive 
their education in it" 



CONNECTICUT. 

Extract from the " First Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board 
of Commissioners of Common Schools, for 1838-39. 
" In the whole field of school improvement there is no more pressing 
need of immediate action than here. I present with much hesitation, 
the result of my examinations as to several hundred school-houses in dif- 
ferent parts of the State. I will say, generally, that the location of the 
school-house, instead of being retired, shaded, healthy, attractive, is in 
some cases decidedly unhealthy, exposed freely to the sun and storm, and 
in nearly all, on one or more public streets, where the passing of objects, 
the noise and the dust, are a perpetual annoyance to teacher and scholar, 
— that no play-ground is afforded for the scholar except the highway, — 
that the size is too small for even the average attendance of the scholars, 
— that not one in a hundred has any other provision for a constant supply 
of that indispensable element of health and life, pure air, except the 
rents and crevices which time and wanton mischief have made ; that title 
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teats and desks are not, in a majority of cases, adapted to children of different 
sizes and ages, but on the other hand are calculated to induce physical 
deformity, and ill-health, and not in a few instances (I state this on the 
authority of physicians who were professionally acquainted with the 
cases,) have actually resulted in this — and that in the mode of warming 
rooms, sufficient regard is not had either to the comfort and health of the 
scholar, or to economy. 

That I have not stated these deficiencies too strongly, I beg leave to 
refer you to the accompanying returns, respecting the condition of school- 
houses in more than eight hundred districts in the State, and in more 
than forty particulars in each. These returns were made from actual 
inspection and measurement of school-houses by teachers and others. 
An abstract of them in part will be found annexed, together with ex- 
tracts from letters received from school officers on the subject I might 
accumulate evidence of the necessity of improvement here for every 
district in the State. Without improvement in many particulars which 
concern the health, the manners and morals of those who attend school, 
it is in vain to expect that parents who put a proper estimate, not only 
on the intellectual, but the physical and moral culture of their children, 
will send to the district school. It is not to be wondered at that children 
acquire a distaste for study and a reluctance to attend school, so long as 
school-houses are associated with hours of prolonged weariness and actual 
suffering from a scanty supply of pure air, and seats and desks so ar- 
ranged and constructed as to war against their physical organization. 
These things are not forgotten by parents in the construction of churches, 
nor have the public neglected to provide for a constant supply of pure 
air in the work-shops and sleeping-rooms of the State Prison at Wethers- 
field, or the County Gaol at Hartford." 

The following extracts are from the communications referred to in 
the above Report : 

" In one hundred and four districts in one county, there are thirty- . 
one school-houses which may be considered as being in very good repair, 
and seventy-three of which are more or less out of repair. Among them 
there are but seven which are constructed in such a manner as to be 
comfortable and convenient. In three the scholars all face the teacher, 
and in six or seven others, they sit so as to face the centre of the room. 
In the others the desks are confined to the walls on three sides of the 
room, and have seats in front of them. By this arrangement the larger 
scholars sit with their backs to the teacher, except while engaged in 
reading and spelling. In the first position they have no support at all 
for the back, and in the latter, the edge of the desk is all that is afforded. 
The younger scholars are Seated in the centre of the room on low seats, 
which in eighty districts are provided with backs. In the remaining 
twenty-four districts, these seats have not backs. In eight districts, two 
rooms are occupied oy the school, and in ninety-six districts, only one 
room. The rooms used, will average about twenty feet square, ana eight 
feet in height. In seventy-five districts, close stoves are used for warm- 
ing the houses, and in twenty-three, stoves and fire-places, and in six, 
fire-places alone. In none of these nouses has any provision been made 
for ventilation. 

In no case is a scraper, or a mat for the feet provided. In one hundred 
districts they have no play-ground except the highway, or the land of in- 
dividuals. In about forty districts a few shade trees maybe found within 
twenty or thirty rods of the school-house. Eighty-nine houses stand in 
the hiffhway, in all or in part. One district has provided globes for the 
use of the school, and made arrangements for procuring philosophical 
and chemical apparatus. Twenty-nine districts nave blackboards, and 
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three have some maps, and one, a clock. All are destitute of a library; 
thermometer, and recitation rooms. In country districts, the entry serves 
as a wood-room, and place for hats and cloaks. In country towns, from' 
thirty to fifty scholars are usually crowded into a room calculated for only 
twenty or twenty-five. 

In another county, out of sixty-two school houses, nineteen are located 
in the highway, and the ground on which the others stand cannot be 
worth on an average twelve dollars for each. Thirteen are bounded by 
two roads. Sixteen are in noisy and improper neighborhoods. None 
have any shade trees, or any of those adornments which are resorted to 
to make our homes pleasant and healthy. Twenty-six are in good repair ; 
nineteen are much out of repair; one hundred ana seventy-six squares ot 
glass are broken ; and very few are sufficiently protected from cold air 
from beneath ; twenty-five have crevices to admit the wind from every 
quarter. Thirty-eight have never been white-washed ; none have blinds 
and other arrangements to admit the proper degree of light; little or no 
provisions are made for securing habits of neatness and order, by proper 
places for hats, cloaks, &c. &c; in forty-eight instances the desks are at- 
tached to the walls, so that scholars sit with their backs to the teacher while 
engaged in their studies ; and when they face him they are obliged to lean, it 
they rest at all, against the edge of the desk for support ; in fifty-two, the 
seats are without backs, and that in most, the seats are not of proper 
elevation for children of different sizes, nor are they so adapted to the 
desks that the scholars could write without violating the laws of their 
organization, and inducing deformity and ill-health; thirty-eight out of 
the sixty-four are altogether unprovided with the means of ventilation, 
except through the crevices about the floors and sides of the room. 

In another county, out of fifty school-houses taken at hazard from the 
returns for the county, forty are all or in part in the public highway; 
twelve are in situations which are wet and disagreeable; not one of these: 
have any play-ground ( except the gardens and orchards ' of neighbors j 
but two are ventilated by an opening in the ceiling ; in thirty, the scholars 
face the walls, or the windows which are in all cas^s without blinds or 
shades ; in five only are the seats and desks properly arranged and of 
proper heights, so as to favor the health, the comfort, or the progress of 
the pupils ; and in all, the dimensions of the room are altogether too con- 
tracted for even the average attendance of the district. 

In another county, out of forty school-houses, but one has any provision* 
for ventilation ; but seven have seats with backs in any case ; the average 
height of the school-rooms is seven feet ; the average breadth seventeen and 
a half feet ; the average length, eighteen and a half feet, while the average 
attendance is over thirty children to each. 

I have been greatly discouraged by the entire destitution of maps, 
globes," and other school apparatus; by witnessing among the small 
scholars great suffering, and the probable commencement 01 disease and 
deformity, for want of proper support for the back and feet; and an 
almost entire neglect of those out-door conveniences which a civilized 
people are said never to forget or allude to. But the ill location of the 
school-houses, bad seats and desks, the entire want of school-libraries, 
globes, and (often) of suitable books, might be the better borne with. 
were not the children shut out from any tolerable enjoyment of the vital 
air of heaven. Fifty, sixty, or seventy little ones are often crowded, 
together into a close room quite insufficient to give pure air to one quarter 
ofthe number." 

" As I passed from one school society to another, I had an opportunity 
to see many of the school-houses ; for they stand generally on tot higta 
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way, and some near the travelled path. They are in keeping with, 
the school-houses in other parts of the State. ' They are not beautiful 
outward, 1 and in some which I entered I- found very little in the internal 
structure and arrangement to approve. The desks, as usual, are where 
they never ought to be, against the sides of the school-room and against 
qne end, of the same height for all the children, who want desks, what- 
ever be their size anil age. The seats are so high that some of the 
children cannot get their feet to the floor ; and in others the height of the 
desks and seats are disproportionate. While at these desks, (which are 
often too narrow,) the children are tempted to be looking out at the win- 
dows at every passing object, and are liable at times to be incommoded 
by the too intense rays of the sun, by the air, or cold ; their backs are 
toward their teacher, and not their faces. In getting over their bench to 
the desks, and then in turning round from them, they annoy one another 
and distract the school, while the edge of the desk, often hacked, acts al- 
ternately upon the breast and back like a kind of .saw-fish. In some 
instances still, the barbarous custom remains, of seating the little children 
on benches without backs, raised so high that their feet hang dangling." 

The following extracts are taken from official documents, published in 
1846 and 1847, and fair specimens of the manner in which school-houses 
are spoken of, in the reports of local committees, from different parts of 
the State. * 

"In one district the school-house stands on the highway, with eighty 
pupils enrolled as in attendance, in a room nineteen and a half feet 
square, without any outbuildings of any kind. 

- In another in the same town, the school-house is less than seven feet 
high, and the narrow slab seats are twenty-one inches high, (four inches 
higher than ordinary chairs.) The walls, desks, &c, are cut and marked 
with all sorts of images ; some of which would make heathens blush. 

In another, the room is fourteen feet square, and six feet five inches 
high The walls are very black." 

" In this town there is one of the most venerable school servants in the 
State. The room is small, and less than seven feet high. Slab seats 
extend around three sides of the room, and are too high for men. The 
skill of several generations must have been expended in illustrating the 
walls with lamp smoke and coal images. The crevices of the floor will 
admit any quantity of cold air. The door sill and part of the house 
siU have rotted away. The day I visited.it, the teacher and pupils were 
huddled around the stove. " 

. u In one district, the house stands near the travelled road, is low and 
small, being only seventeen feet by seventeen, and seven feet two 
inches high, for the accommodation of sixty or seventy pupils. The 
seats on the outside are from seventeen to eighteen inches. The 
walls, door, and sides of the house are disfigured with obscene images." 

" There are only three good school-houses in the society ; only three 
that have any out-houses. The rest of the school-houses are in a miser- 
able condition. One is thirty-five or forty years old. Most of them 
have only slab seats, with the legs sticking through, upwards, like 
hatchel-teeth, and high enough to keep the legs of the occupants swing- 
ing. They are as uncomfortable to httle children as a pillory. Seats 
and desks are adorned with every embellishment that the ingenuity of 
professional whittlers can devise." 
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" Two of otir school-houses, those in the two largest districts, are in a 
bad condition, old, unpainted and inconvenient. They are built and con- 
structed inside on the old Connecticut plan. Only one row of desks, and 
that fastened to the wall of the school-room, running quite around it ; 
and long forms, without backs to rest on, the scholars sitting with their 
backs to the centre of the room. The other two are in better condition, 
though one is constructed on the same plan as above. The out-buildings 
are in bad condition generally. One school-house has no out-building 
nor wood-house. One school-house only is painted outside." 

" Of the nine school-houses in this society, not one is really what they 
all ought to be, for the morals, 4 health, and intellectual improvement of 
the pupils. Four of them are considered tolerably good, having one out- 
building, the other five are hardly passable. The desks in most or all of 
them are where they never ought to be, against the sides of the room 
and against one end, and with lew exceptions, all of a height, with poor 
accommodations for loose clothes, hats, &c; all located on or near some 
highway ; no play-ground attached to any of them, except the highway." 



MAINE. 

Extract from a special " Report of the Secretary of the Board of Ed 
ucation, upon the subject of School-Houses." 
w It is worthy of note, and of most serious consideration, that a ma- 
jority of the returns speak of ill-constructed school-houses as one of the 
most prominent 'defects in the practical operation of the law establishing 
common-schools. ' The strength and uniformity of the language made 
use of, as well as the numerous applications to the members of the board, 
and their secretary, for information upon this subject, leave no room for 
doubt as to the existence of a wide-spread evil ; an evil, the deleterious 
influence of which, unless it is reformed, and that speedily, is not to be con* 
fined to the present generation, but must be entailed upon posterity. In 
remarking upon this subject, as long ago as 1832, it was said by the 
board of censors of the American Institute of Instruction, that ( if we 
were called upon to name the most prominent defect in the schools of our 
country ; that which contributes most, directly and indirectly, to retard 
the progress of public education, and which most loudly calls for a 
prompt and thorough reform, it would be the want of spacious and con- 
venient school-houses.' From every indication, there is reason to believe 
that the remark is applicable to our school-houses, in their present con- 
dition, as it was when made. For the purpose of contributing, in some 
small degree, towards effecting a reform for which so urgent a necessity 
exists, and rendering some assistance, in the way of counsel, to those who 
are about erecting new school-houses, or remodelling old ones, this report 
is prepared, under the direction of the board. It makes no claim to origi- 
nality of thought or language ; it is, in fact,, a mere compilation of the 
thoughts and language of others who have given the subject a careful 
investigation, whose opinions are the result of close observation and long 
experience, and are therefore entitled to our confidence and respect. To 
Bave the necessity of giving credit, upon almost every page of this report, 
for borrowed language," as well as ideas, it may here be remarkcdj that 
the principal sources from which the information herewith communicated 
has Deen compiled, aYe, the reports upon the subject of school-houses, by 
Hon. Horace Mann and Henry Barnard, Esq., and 'The School-master,' 
by Mr. George B.'JSmerson ; gentlemen to whom, for their efforts in the 
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qauee, a large debt of gratitude is due from the friends of education ; a 
debt which can be discharged in no manner more acceptable to them, 
than by entering into their labors, and adopting and reducing to practice 
their very valuable suggestions." 

RHODE IB1AND. 

Extracts from u Repent <m the condition and improvement of the Pub- 
lic Schools of Rhode Island, submitted Nov. 1, 1845, by Henry Barnard, 
Commissioner of Public ScJiqols." 

" The condition of the school-houses, was, in my circuit through the 
schools, brought early and constantly under my notice, and to effect an 
immediate and thorough reform, public attention was early and earnestly 
called to the subject The many and great evils to the health, manners, 
morals, and intellectual habits of children, which grow out of their bad 
and defective construction and appurtenances, were discussed and ex- 
posed, and the advantages of more complete and convenient structures 
pointed out. In compliance with the request of the Committee on Edu- 
cation, a law authorizing school districts to lay and collect a tax to repair 
the old, and build new school-houses, was drafted and passed ; and in 
pursuance of a resolution of the General Assembly, a document was pre- 
pared embodying the results of my observations and reflections on the 
general principles of school-architecture, and such plans and description* 
of various structures recently erected, for large and small, city and coun- 
try districts, and for schools of different grades, as would enable any com- 
mittee to act understandingly, in framing a plan suitable to the wants of 
any particular district or school. The same document was afterwards 
abridged and distributed widely, as one of the l Educational Tracts? 
over the state. I have secured the building of at least one school-house 
in each county, which can be pointed to as a model in all the essential 
features, of location, construction, warming, ventilation, seats and desks, 
and other internal and external arrangements. 

During the past two years, more than fifty school-houses have been 
erected, or so thoroughly repaired, as to be substantially new — and most 
of them after plans and directions given in the above document, or fur- 
nished directly by myself, on application from districts or committees." 

u Of these, (three hundred and twelve school-houses visited,) twenty- 
nine were owned by towns in their corporate capacity ; one hundred and 
forty-seven by proprietors ; and one hundred and forty-five by school dis- 
tricts. Of two hundred and eighty school-houses from wnich full re- 
turns were received, including those in Providence, twenty-five were in 
very good repair; sixty-two were in ordinary repair; and eighty-six 
were pronounced totally unfit for school purposes ; sixty-five were located 
In the public highway, and one hundred and eighty directly on the line 
of the road, without any yard, or out-buildings attached ; and but twenty- 
on$ had a play-ground inclosed. In over two hundred school-rooms, the 
average height was less than eight feet, without any opening in the ceil- 
ing, or other effectual means for ventilation ; the seats and desks were 
calculated for more than two pupils, arranged on two or three sides of 
the room, and in most instances, where the results of actual measurement 
was given, the highest seats were over eighteen inches from the floor, 
and the lowest, except in twenty-five schools, were over fourteen inches 
for the youngest pupils,, and these seats were unprovided with backs. 
Two hundred and seventy schools were unfurnished with a clock, black- 
board, or thermometer, and only five were provided with a scraper and 
mat for the feet* 
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THE RHODE ISLAND INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION. 
The Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction was 
held at the State House, in the Hall of Representatives, on Thursday eve- 
ning, January 7th, 1847. The meeting was opened by a briefaddress 
from the President, John Kingsbury, Esq., after which Mr. Perry sub- 
mitted the following Report on behalf of the committee. 



The Second Annual Report of the Executive Committee 
of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction. 

The Executive Committee are required by the Constitution to present 
it the close of the year a report of their doings, and of the condition 
and prospects of the cause they have labored to promote. Ours is a 
cheerful duty. Never has the cause of education in our State present- 
ed so cheering an aspect as at this time. An interest is awakened and 
displaying itself in ways too obvious for mistake. All realize and lament 
the apathy and neglect, which formerly characterized our State in respect 
to its provision for general education, and most look forward with hope 
and confidence to the train of measures now in progress to compensate 
for past remissness. A defective system of general education is allowed 
to he a waste of time, money and effort, while a good system, judiciously 
and efficiently administered, is true economy and sound policy. 

We are,, now at an interesting period in our enterprise. Having cast 
aside some of the weights and obstacles, that formerly hindered our pro- 
gress, we are now entering upon our work with increased facilities and 

with corresponding responsibilities. Greater results are expected than 
6a 
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have been before accomplished, and these results can be secured only 
through their appropriate means. Wisdom, moderation and judicious 
action are needed to turn the advantages, which have already been 
gained, to practical account, and to direct the interest awakened into its 
appropriate channel. 

The Rhode Island Institute of Instruction hasnow fairly enlisted in the 
cause of popular education. Two years' experience has served but to 
quicken its interest and renew its energies. It has adopted the seal of 
the State, supported by appropriate emblems, — Religion and Education. 
Upon the top of its device waves a flag inscribed, — "In God we hope," — 
Next below stands the anchor, a firm protection against the battling ele- 
ments. On one side, the temple of religion shoots her spire towards 
heaven ; on the other, stand the fair proportions of a neat and well 
shaded school house. The shield, thus inscribed, rests upon an open 
volume,— -the volume of revelation and of nature, open alike to all. Yet 
<M cannot read and understand it. Special preparation is required. 
Here, this society comes in to render aid and assistance. It would lead 
all into the great high way of intelligence, virtue and peace. It would 
see such a provision of means as to enable each child, by the exercise 
of his own power, to comprehend the great lessons of Divine Providence. 
It would see the moral and intellectual energies of the State duly devel- 
oped, and the stains of ignorance and passion wiped forever from our 
broad escutcheon. 

With this object in view, and deeply impressed with its importance, 
the Executive Committee have prooeeded in the discharge of their du- 
ties. They have held repeated meetings to devise measures and deride 
upon plans of action. The pecuniary resources of the society, are, it is 
known, small ; each member contributing, on signing the constitution., 
a trifling sum ; but the cause it advocates has raised up for it friends, 
who have generously contributed to its means of usefulness and influ- 
ence. By the untiring efforts of the president and the generosity of 
numerous public spirited citizens a special fund has been raised, and 
used under the direction of a special Committee, appointed by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, principally for three objects: — 1. To circulate edu- 
cational Tracts and Periodicals ; 2. To employ an agent ; 3. To sus- 
tain Teacher's Institutes. Without this well-timed and well directed 
aid, comparatively little could have been done by the Institute. 

I. In all their efforts, the great aim of the Executive Committee has 
been to cooperate with the Commissioner of Public Schools and aid 
him in accomplishing the leading purpose of his agency. At his sug- 
gestion and from a rail knowledge of the needs of the State, thtee se- 
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ries of publications were commenced, aad have been completed withki 
the last -year. The subscription price was put lower than the first <w>st 
to induce a large circulation, aad thereby increase the usefulness of the 
publications^ The Coramisssioner discharged, without compensation* 
the duties of editor and conductor' A part of the deficiency of receipts 
has been supplied from the special fund, and the remaining and much 
the larger part, by the Commissioner from his own resources. 

Special acknowledgements are due Mr. Hartshorn for the important 
assistance he rendered in discharging the duties of business agent for 
the Journal. The character of the publications is too well know to re* 
quire a detailed account from the Executite Committee. The Journal 
and Extra Journal, comprising 470 pages, form a book of reference of 
great value and interest. The Educational Tracts, nine in number, and 
comprising 141 pages, were prepared to meet the immediate wants of 
the community, though some of them are worthy of lasting preservation, 
both on account of their subjects and the clear and forcible manner in 
which they are illustrated. The first five Tracts were printed previous 
to the first annual meeting of the Institute. The subject of No. 6 is, — 
•' Aids to English Con^positiorr. ,, No 7, " Oral Instruction in English 
Granunar." No. 8, " The cooperation of parents solicited by the teach* 
er of their children." No. 9, " The cooperation of children solicited 
by their teacher." The Committee have had little opportunity of judg* 
rag of the usefulness of these publications except by their practical char* 
acter, the avidity with which they have been sought and read in differ* 
ent parts of the State, and the fact that they have in a limited form aad 
extent been reprinted and circulated in other States. An edition of 
2000 copies or more of each series was printed ; 1600 of these have 
been circulated, and the remaining 400 are ready to be distributed as 
soon as they shall be called for to supply existing wants in the districts. 

Another volume of the Journal is needed, which shall contain a de- 
tailed account of the condition and means of education in each town, 
together with lectures and other valuable information upon the genera) 
subject. It is thought that a volume might be printed, which would add 
to the interests of the cause, without incurring so great an expense be» 
jond the income as was occasioned by the publication of the first 
volume. 

2. Mr. Wiljiam S. Baker, of Warwick, has acted as agent of the In- 
stitute for eight months within two years. He has passed his time in 
lecturing, visiting schools, and in other ways laboring to promote the 
general object of the Institute. Mr. Baker, has lectured in 29 put of the 
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81 towns and visited a large majority of the districts in them. He has 
every where been received with kindness and listened to with attention, 
and it is believed that his efforts, under the joint direction of the Com* 
missioner and of the special Committee have been instrumental in awake- 
ning much interest and giving it a practical direction. The clear and 
vivid expression of truth through the medium of the voice is a means of 
influence, which may be effectually employed in carrying out the inten- 
tion of a system of general education. 

3. Arrangements were made by the Executive Committee in con- 
nectipn with Mr. Barnard for holding a Teachers' Institute in this city 
during the second week in the month of November. — Teachers from 
ail parts of the State were invited to be present and participate in the 
privilege of the occasion without incurring for themselves the expense 
of board. Upwards of two hundred responded to the call, and indica- 
ted by their regular attendance and cheerful attention that they both en- 
joyed the exercises and were benefited by them. 

Meetings of this kind are indispensable to the successful operation of 
a good system of Public Schools. They afford teachers and such as 
propose to teach, an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the beat 
modes of instruction and discipline, and tend to elevate all the schools 
to a standard of uniform excellence. Rhode Island was the first State 
in the Union to sanction Teachers' Institutes by legal enactment, though 
she has not been the first to appropriate the means to secure their bene- 
fits. The Commissioner is authorized to establish them but not to draw 
any thing from the general treasury to meet their current expenses. His 
position is in this respect somewhat peculiar— authorized to do a work 
without being provided with the means to do it. This society in connec- 
tion with the Commissioner has thus far been responsible for the expen- 
ses incurred to sustain these Institutes, but the gentlemen, who have con- 
tributed these funds will no longer be willing to take the responsibility, 
which belongs to the State ; and it is to be hoped that the attention of 
our legislators may forthwith be directed to the importance and necessi- 
ty of a special appropriation for this object. Massachusetts appropriates 
$2,500 annually for this object, and a proportionate amount could not be 
more judiciously and advantageously expended by Rhode Island. It 
would tend to secure the best use of the annual school appropriation and 
effectually to convert the whole into intelligence and virtue, possessed 
by her youth and embryo citizens. 

In immediate connection with Teachers* Institutes, the Commissioner 
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is authorized to establish one thoroughly organized Normal fsehook 
This provision of the law and means of forming gbad teacher* ha* as 
yet received but little attention. Indeed, there is much vagueness and 
misapprehension respecting the nature and viae of the Normal school 
contemplated, and some, for these reasons, we suspect, question the ex- 
pediency of establishing it, believing that the advantages to be derived 
would not be commensurate with the necessary outlay for its establish- 
ment and maintenance. It is desirable that the subject undergo a can- 
did and thorough investigation, and that the truth be made to appear. 
The idea is preposterous and the undertaking would be quixotic, to make 
good teachers out of all, desiring to become such, though they might 
enjoy the privileges of the best Normal Schools and Institutes in the 
land. No impossibilities are however proposed and no miracles expect- 
ed to be wrought. Relying upon the simple principle that teachers are, 
like all men, capable of improvement, we propose, by providing the 
means, to take away all excuse for neglect, and thus virtually to give aft 
impulse to their improvement. The position of teacher*, sad the rela- 
tion they sustain to the moral and pecuniary interests of the State, justify 
and require special efforts in their behalf. They are a main spring in 
our system of Public Schools. On their spirit, aim and power depends; 
in a great measure, the working of the system* * They must be soufcbt 
out and brought forward by direct and systematic means. How shad 
this be done ? is the question. First and mainly, we reply, by the force 
of public sentiment. The community must appreciate, demand and 
pay professoinal merit. The demand will do much to create the supply j 
so will, also, the supply to create the demand. We must work in both 
ways, — elevate the teachers and the community, and their influence wiU 
be reciprocal. The kind of elevation needed by teathers< cornea from 
moral and intellectual power, and tact and skill in their profession. 
Their training can, doubtless, be best conducted in its early stages in 
the common schools. There, the object is to develope the character j* 
its true proportions, and prepare our youth to enter on vantage groojad 
into the various walks of life. — But those, who design to teach, cannot 
there receive the special preparation which they need. 

Teachers' Institutes, as they are now conducted, have their object 
and a good one it is, and well do they answer it. But they do not cow 
the whole ground. They are temporary and unsettled in their charac- 
ter. They do not afford an opportunity for a. thorough and systematic 
course of instruction. They give teachers *sd those who desire to bs> 



158 Annual Muting #/ the 



\ euoh a mere " brush*" They stir bat for the moment the blood, 
which has become tluck by inactivity- We want it chased through the 
twins, till every fibre is reached) and the whole system invigorated. We 
want their aiM and purposes raised, and their minds impressed with the 
dignity and importance of their caMing. We want them to enjoy the 
privileges of an institution, where the very atmosphere will brace them 
for their peculiar and responsible duties ; where they will be shown the 
importance of good manners, correct habits, clear thoughts, and force 
and accuracy of expression, and where the principles of good govern- 
ment and instruction will be set forth and illustrated by example and 
precept.' 

The object aimed at is of unquestionable importance. The best talents 
of the community should be enlisted in the profession of the teacher, 
ated with them should be associated those accomplishments and attrac- 
tions* which give power and influence over mind and character. Art 
avd drift have heie their most appropriate work. The tender and plas- 
tic powers of youth are "to be developed. New worlds of thought, feel- 
ing and desire are to be explored. Guides are wanted. Who shall 
step forth and lead the way ? Not surely the common travelers,, who 
have no special fitness or preparation. We want men of clear foresight 
and steadiness of purpose, who have themselves traveled the ground un- 
der good guides, and marked the ways with careful forethought. How 
ean we secure them 1 We are not disposed to disparage the agencies 
Hew employed, nor the results effected by them. We would keep what 
good we possess, and get what more we can. We wish to see these 
agencies continued, and with them, others of a kindred, though some* 
what diflefeent character, which shall reach in the same direction, but 
beyond them* We wish to see the weight and disabilities more effect- 
ually removed from the professional teacher. Let him have the oppor- 
tunity to rise. Give him the means, and bid him shake off the stain of 
tgnwamei Mtfce permanent provision for his instruction, and he will 
Hot fall to profit by it. Each profession must be cared for and provided 
for. Left to- itself, it will suffer in character and in reputation. The 
teachers 1 ^profession forms' no exception. It now shows marks of its 
former treatment. Its intrinsic importance and just claims to the favor- 
able regards of the community should shield it from neglect. It cannot 
be neglected. Its wants are imperative ; and they must receive atten- 
tion* ** out whole system of education fails in consequence. The wants 
tf£ tto profession, juMhero** and various) as they are, can be permanently 
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provided for, only by the establishment of aw institution, which looks 
directly and solely to them, as they exist in the character and aims of 
the experienced and of the inexperienced. This institution should par* 
take of the character of a permanent Teachers' Institute and of a Nor* 
mal school, and combine the privileges of both. It need not and wit! 
not diminish effort in other directions, but will rather stimulate to great- 
er activity. It need not distract attention from old and tried means, 
but rather add another of the same general character to those already 
existing. Nothing can be lost; much may and must be gained. The 
plan is practicable. It has been tried in our midst to a limited erfte&t 
under the form of Teachers' Institutes. Carried but, it will tend, frorn 
its general influence and peculiar privileges, to give character and staod- 
ing to the schools of the State ;— omitted, the schools cannot attain that 
standard of elevation whieh the completeness of our system is 4eafgn4I 
to effect. 

Since our last annual meeting, some practical results have appeared 
of a very gratifying character* A large number of new school-houses 
have been built, and many old ones repaired. Some of the buildings are 
.worthy of the cause they are designed to promote, being models of neat- 
ness, convenience, and architectural taste. We mention two in North 
Providence, which we have had the pleasure to examine, though we 
learn there are many of like merit in other parts of the State. One 
was erected by the First District in Pawtucket, and the other, yet in- 
complete, by Zachariah Allen, Esq., at Allendale. They are perfect in 
themselves, though differing widely in their features and genera) propor- 
tions. A view of either will amply repay a visit to those interested a* 
school architecture. We might instance the striking results which have 
been wrought in Coventry and other agricultural districts and manufac- 
turing villages, but we trust we shall have a more faithful account of 
these from another source. 

The town committees and trustees are generally organised and 
moving forward agreeably to the provision of the late school act. A 
more thorough supervision is generally exercised over the schools. The 
teachers undergo a more critical examination. Visits to the school- 
rooms by parents and committee-men are less infrequent. A system of 
general regulations is adopted in many towns, which tends to uniformity 
and excellence. The multiplicity and heterogeneous mass of text-books 
is giving place to a proper number of uniform and well selected booka._ 
The number of annual schools has greatly increased,. and taexompeoaav 
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tion of teachers is more liberal than ever before. Faithful and efficient 
teachers are better appreciated ; while unfaithful and inefficient ones re- 
ceive less encouragement. Apparatus, maps^and other means of visible 
illustrations have been provided in a good number of districts. Teach- 
ers labor with more faithfulness and assiduity to improve themselves and 
their pupils, and school committee-men manifest more earnestness and 
efficiency in the discharge of their duties. 

The Executive Committee have, however, been led to believe, from 
facts which have come to their knowledge, that something more should 
be done in many of our towns to secure a more active and vigilant su- 
pervision and faithful attention to the wants of the schools. In some 
towns are to be found men of leisure, ability, and public spirit, who are 
willing to devote the requisite time and effort gratuitously to the schools. 
But where, such men are not found, the schools are apt to languish, un- 
less otherwise specially provided for. We would here suggest two plans, 
which have been tried to some extent, and favorably regarded. The 
first is the course pursued this year by the town of Smithfield, where 
three well-qualified men are authorized to discharge all the duties of 
school committee-men, and receive a compensation for their services. 
The other is the plan which was urged at the first annual meeting of the 
Institute, and adopted in Providence, Cumberland, and Hopkinton, that 
the general committee of one or more towns employ a suitable individual 
to carry out more effectually their plans and views. This tends to secure 
the benefits of skill and experience in the management of the schools; 
since the tame committee will consent, under such circumstances, to 
perform for a successive course of years, the requisite amount of duty, 
and will find it for their interest to employ the iudividual to superintend 
the schools) who has a full knowledge of their condition and wants. 
The work is most apt to be neglected, where, on account of its being 
great, it is divided among many committee-men. This division of re- 
sponsibility is usually regarded as a virtual release from it. Our chief 
object here is to use the importance of a proper supervision and atten- 
tion to the wants of the schools, leaving it for the wisdom of the com- 
munity to devise the best measures to secure them. 

Frequent changes in the situation of teachers should be avoided, as 
subversive of the highest interests of the community. The former lose 
in character and influence, and the latter in service. 

Further efforts should also be made to bring about a gradation of 
schools, and to continue the schools during the year or a larger part of 
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it. The first may be, and occasionally is secured by uniting two or 
more contiguous- districts. The inconvenience of going some distance 
to school is not to be regarded as so great an evil to a pupil, as not to 
receive the instruction suited to his wants after he arivea there. To se- 
cure the latter object, such an intensity of interest should be excited as 
to loosen the purse-strings of the people. Also, it is believed, that the 
growing practice of employing female teachers may become more gen- 
eral with advantage to the schools. 

The Executive Committee would further urge the importance of two 
means of general education, which were commended to the attention of 
the Institute in the first annual report. 1. Every considerable village 
may secure to itself the benefits of a course of lectures by making the 
necessary arrangements, and paying the current expenses of the lecturers- 
2. It is desirable that a library be established in every district in the 
State, and used under proper regulations for the benefit of the children 
and inhabitants thereof. 

The Executive Committee have but glanced at the topics which have 
come up before them for consideration. The amount of good that has 
already been done for the cause of education in the State only shows the 
necessity of doing more to secure the full benefits. They are impressed 
with the importance of the whole subject, and earnestly invite the citi- 
zens of the State to continue to cooperate in promoting the prosperity of 
that cause which underlies all the great interests of the State, and is the 
foundation and pillar upon which rests the broad fabric of our republican 
uatitutiens, — the intelligence and virtue of the people. 

In behalf of the Executive Committee, 

AMOS PERRY, 



After the reading of the Report of the Executive Committee, remarks 
and facts were submitted on the present condition of the schools, on 
school libraries, and the further improvement of education in the State, 
by Dr. Wayland, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Manchester, of Portsmouth, Dr. Bai- 
lou, of Cumberland, Rev. Mr. Vernon, of Kingston, Rev. Mr. Vail, of 
Westerly, Mr. Whipple, of Coventry, Mr. Baker, of Warwick, Mr. 
Hunter, of Newport, Mr! Davis; of North Providence, and other gentle- 
men. 

The Report of the Treasurer was read, and referred with the vouchee, 
to Auditors. 

A memorial to the Gtneval AstetaWy fovorabl* t« toting a btand 
6b 
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volume of the Journal of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction to 
every district, was adopted, and Messrs. Ballou, Bosworth and Davis, 
appointed a committee to present the same. 

A resolution directing the Executive Committee to take such steps as 
they shall think expedient, towards the introduction of town and district 
libraries, was passed. 

The following officers, nominated by the committee appointed for tbi* 
purpose, were elected for the year ensuing. 

John Kingsbury, President 

E. R. Potter, 1st Vice President. 

Jesse S. Tourtellot, 2d " " 

C.G. Perry, 3d " " 

Rev, Thomas Shepard, 4M " •* 

John J. Kelton, 5th " " 

Nathan Bishop, Corresponding Secretary. 

J. D. Giddings, Recording Secretary. 

T. C. Hartshorn, Treasurer. 
» Executive Committee — William Gammell, Joseph T. Sisson, John B. 
Tallman, L. W. Ballou, Rev. John Boyden, Jr., Amos Perry, Caleb 
Farnum, Jr., Samuel Green, George C. Wilson, W. S. Baker, Thomas 
ft. Hazard. 

The appearance and remarks of the Hon. William Hunter gave much 
interest to the proceedings of the annual meeting. His allusion to the 
condition of education in the State, fifty years ago, as contrasted with 
what he had heard of the condition of the public schools of Providence, 
and other parts of the State was intensely interesting. He stated that he 
remembered the time when the town of Providence was refused by the 
Legislature permission to tax itself for school purposes. Founded as the 
State was upon the great ideas of civil and religious liberty, the friends 
of the State must rear a safe structure worthy of the foundations. 

The Report of the Executive Committee of the Rhode Island Insti- 
tute of Instruction, presents two important subjects for the consideration 
and action of the friends of popular improvement in this State— the pro- 
fessional training of teachers by means v of a Normal School, and the car* 
rying on the work of education in the community among the old, as 
well as the young, with those who are still in the schools, and those who 
have passed beyond its walls, on subjects treated of in text-books, anjd 
tin, subjects which ar$ beyond their scope, by means, of libraries of well 
selected books. To both of these instrumentalities we have repeateo^y, 
c»d in vajrfcft* wafa, ctita4 lb* utmtim «f tb* L*$isUtttie and of the 
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people, and we are rejoiced to have oar efforts seconded by the influence 
of the Institute. 

We propose to devote the remaining pages of this number of the Jour- 
nal to the subjects of Libraries and a Normal school. 

LIBRARIES. 
In place of any thoughts of our own on the value of books and public 
libraries — of a taste for reading, and of opportunities for gratifying it by 
easy access to a collection of good books, we will adduce the testimony 
of men, whose minds have been enriched and strengthened t>y access to 
libraries, and whpse highest and purest pleasures have been derived from 
this source. 

'* A child doomed," says Dr. Channingin his invaluable work on Self- 
culture, •* to utter loneliness, growing up .without sight or sound of hu* 
man beings, would not put forth equal power with many brutes ; and a 
man never brought into contact with minds superior to his own, will 
probably run one and the same dull round of thought and action to the 
endpf life. It is chiefly through books that we enjoy intercourse with 
superior minds, and these invaluable means of communication are in 
the reach of all. In the best books great men talk to us, give us their 
most precious thoughts, and pour their souls into ours. God be thanked 
for books. They are the voices of the distant and the dead, and make us 
heirs of the spiritual life of past ages. Books are the true levellers. They 
give to all who will faithfully use them, the society, the spiritual presence 
of the best and greatest of our race. No matter how poor I am. No 
matter though the prosperous of my own time will not enter my obscure 
dwelling. If the Sacred Writers will enter and take up their abode 
under my roof, if Milton will cross my threshold to sing to me of Para- 
dise, and Shikspeare to open to me the worlds of imagination and the 
workings of the human heart, and Franklin to enrich me with his prac* 
tical wisdom, I shall not pine for want of intellectual companionnhip, 
and I may become a cultivated man though excluded from what is called 
the best society in the place where I live. 

" Nfthing can supply the place of books. They are cheering or 
soothing companions in solitude, illness, affliction. The wealth of both 
continents would be no equivalent for the good they impart. Let every 
man, if possible, gather some good books under his roof, and obtain ac- 
cess for himself and family to some social libary. Almost any luxury 
should be sacrificed to this. One of the very interesting features of our 
tiroes, is the multiplication of books, and their distribution through all 
conditions of society. At a small expense a man may now possess him- 
self of the most precious treasures of English literature. Books once 
confined to a few by their costliness, are now accessible to the multitude,: 
and in this way a change of habits is going on in society, highly favorable 
to the culture of the people. Instead of depending on casual rumor, and 
loose conversation, for most of their knowledge and objects of thought; 
instead of forming their judgments in crowds, and receiving their chief 
exefcemeat from the voice of neighbors, men are bow learning to stodf 
and KAatt ajtae, to follow out subjects continuously, to determine % 
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themselves what shall engage their minds, and to call to their aid the 
knowledge, original views, and reasonings of men of all countries and 
ages ; and the results must be, a deliberateness and independence of judg- 
ment, and a thoroughness and extent of information, unknown in former 
times. The diffusion of these silent teachers, books, through the whole 
community, is to work greater effects than artillery, machinery, and legis- 
lation. Its peaceful agency is to supersede stormy revolutions." 

"Of all amusements that can possibly be imagined," says Sir John 
Herschel, the distinguished astronomer, " for a hard-working man after 
his toil, or 4n its intervals, there is nothing like reading an interesting 
newspaper or book. It calls for no bodily exertion, of which he has 
already had enough, or perhaps too much. It relieves his home of its 
dullness and sameness. It transports him into a livelier and gayer, and 
more diversified and interesting scene ; and while he enjoys himself there, 
he may forget the evil of the present moment fully as much as if he 
were ever so drunk, — with the great advantage of finding himself next 
day with the money in his pocket, or at least laid out in real necessaries 
and comforts for himself and family, — and without a headache. Nay, it 
accompanies him to his next day's work ; and if what he he has. beeu 
reading be any thing above the idlest and lightest, gives him sometning 
to think of, besides the mere mechanical drugery of his every-day occu- 
pation, — something he can enjoy while absent, and look "for ward to with 
pleasure. If I were to pray for a taste which should stand me in stead, 
under every variety of circumstances, and be a source of happiness and 
cheerfulness to me through life, and a shield against its ills, however 
things might go amiss, and the world frown upon me, it would be a taste 
for reading." 

To the same purport are the remarks of Macau ley, whose contributions 
to the Edinburgh Review constitute a valuable part of majdern English 
literature in the department of historical and belles letters criticism. 

" There is, I may well say, no wealth, there is no power, there is no 
rank, which I would accept, if in exchange I were to be deprived of my 
books, of the privilege of conversing with the greatest minds of all past 
ages, of searching after the truth, of contemplating the beautiful of Jiv- 
ing with the distant, the unreal, the past, and the future. Knowing, as I 
do, what it is to enjoy these pleasures myself, I do not grudge them to the 
laboring men, who, by their honorable, independent, and gallant efforts, 
have advanced themselves within their reach ; and owing all that I owe 
to the soothing influences of literature, I should be ashamed of myself, 
if I grudged the same advantages to them." 

With what fervid eloquence does one of our American scholars and 
statesmen, — the Hon. Rufus Choate, in his speech on the disposition of 
the Smithsonian Donation, plead for the establishment of a Library, wor- 
thy of the nation and of the age. 

" No body can doubt that such a library comes within the terms and 
spirit of the trust. That directs us ' to increase and diffuse knowledge 
«mong men. 1 And does not the judgment of all the wise; does not tbe 
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experienceof all enlightened states ; does not the whole history of civili- 
zation concur to. declare that a various and ample library is one of the sur- 
est, most constant, most permanent, and most economical instrumentalities 
to increase, and diffuse knowledge ? There it would be, — durable as lib- 
erty, durable as the union ; a vast storehouse, a vast treasury, of all the 
facts which make up the history of man and of nature, so far as that his- 
tory has been written ; of all the truths which the inquiries and experi- 
ences of all the races and ages have found out ; of all the opinions that 
have been promulgated ; of all the emotions, images, sentiments, exam- 
ples, of all the richest and most instructive literatures ; the whole past 
speaking to the present and the future ; a silent, yet wise and eloquent 
teacher ; dead yet speaking — not dead ! for Milton has told us that a 'good 
book is not absolutely a dead thing — the precious life-blood rather of a 
master spirit ; a seasoned life of man embalmed and treasured up on pur- 
pose to a life beyond life.' Is not that an admirable instrumentality to 
increase and diffuse knowledge among men ? It would place within the 
reach of our minds, of our thinkers, and investigators, and scholars, all, or 
the chief, intellectual and literary materials, and food and instruments, 
now within the reach of the cultivated foreign mind, and the effect would 
be to 'increase the amount of individual acquisition, and multiply the 
number of the learned. It would raise the standard of our scholarship, 
improve our style of investigation, and communicate an impulse to our 
educated and to the general mind. * * * * * * ' 
• By such a library as you can collect here, something will be done, 
much will be done, to help every college, every school, every studious 
man, every writer and thinker in the country, to just what is wanted 
most/' Inquirers after truth may come here and search for it. It will do 
them no harm at all to pass a few studious weeks among these scenes. 
Having pushed their investigations as far as they may at home, and ascer- 
tained just what, and how much more, of helps they require, let them 
come hither and find it. Let them replenish themselves, and then go 
back and make distribution among their pupils ; ay, through the thou- 
sand channels, and by the thousand voices of the press, let them make 
distribution among the people ! Let it be so, that — 

" Hither as to their fountains other stars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light." 

* * * Think of the large absolute numbers of those who, in 
the succession of years, will come and partake directly of these stores of 
truth and knowledge ! Think of the numbers without number who, 
through them, who, by them indirectly, will partake of the same stores ! 
Studious men will come to learn to speak and write to and for the grow- 
ing millions of a generally educated community. They will learn that 
they may communicate. They cannot hoard if they would, and they 
would not if they could. They take in trust to distribute ; and every 
motive of ambition, of interest, of duty will compel them to distribute. 
They buy in gross, to sell by retail. The lights which they kindle here 
will not be set under a bushel, but will burn on a thousand hills. No, 
sir ; a rich and public library is no anti-republican monopoly. Who was 
the old Egyptian king that inscribed on his library the words, the dispen- 
sary of the soul ? You might quite as well inscribe on it, armory, and 
light, and fountain of liberty ! n 
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Ancient and Modern Librariis. 



The manifold advantages and pleasures flowing directly and forerer 
from good books, have led to their being gathered into private and pub- 
lic libraries* in all past time, but it is only within a very recent period, 
and in our own country, and in but a limited portion of our own coun- 
try that libraries of sound and useful literature have been placed within 
reach of the people at large, and without charge. 4< New York," re* 
marks one of her ablest men, Henry S. Randall, Esq of Cortland village, 
in his Report on District School Libraries, in 1844, " has the proud 
honor of being the first government in the world, which has established 
a free library system adequate to the wants of her whole population. It 
extends its benefits equally to all conditions, and in all local situations. 



* The Library of Alexandria contained 700,000 volumes, and that of Pergamus 
900,000 volumes. The Hebrews had libraries attached to their schools or academies, 
and some of their writers speak of " the multitude of books," and of" the making of 
books," there being " no end" to it in that early day. No authentic account, of the 
size of the public libraries in Athens, Rome and Constantinople, have comedown to 
us. The following list embraees most of the Libraries, in Europe, which contained 
over 100,000 volumes, in 1836—42. 

Engravings, &c. not generally included — nor pamphlets, unless in vols. — nor dupli- 
cates, (except in Munich.) 

Heidelberg, (University) 
Wolfenbuttel, (Ducal) 
tJratz, (University) 
Prague, (Imperial) 
Raudnitz, (Prince Lobkowitz) 
Vienna, (Imperial) • 

" (University) 
Munich, (Royal) 
Bruxelles, (City) 
JLouvain, (University) 
Copenhagen, (Royal) 
Madrid, (Royal) 
Cambridge, ^University) 
Edinburgh, (Advocates) 
British Museum 
Oxford, (Bodleian) 
Gottingen, (University) 
Bologna, (Institute) 
Brescia, (City) 
Florence, (Magliabechiana) 
Milan, (Brena) 

'« (Ambrosiana) 
Naples, (Royal) 
Parma, (Ducal) 
Rome, (Casanata) 

" (Vatican) 
Berlin, (Royal) 
JBreslau, (University) 
St Petersburg, (Imperial) 
« (Hermitage) 

Dresden, (Royal) 
"Btuttgard, (Royal) 
The Ha«ue, 
Peris, (Ws Library) 

« (St. Genevieve) 

« (Mazarine) 
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Origin of School District Libraries. I W 

It not only gives profitable employment to the man of leisure, but it 
passes the threshold of the laborer, offering him amusement and instruc- 
tion after his daily toil is over, without increasing his fatigues or sub- 
tracting from his earnings. It is an interesting reflection that there is 
no portion of our territory so wild or remote, where man has penetrated, 
that the library has not peopled the wilderness around him, with the 
good and wise of this and other ages, who address to him their silent 
monitions, cultivating and strengthening within him, even amidst hia 
rude pursuits, the principles of humanity and civilization. This phi* 
lantbropic and admirably conceived measure, may be justly regarded as, 
next to the institution of common schools, the most important in that 
series of causes, which will give its distinctive character to our civiliza- 
tion as a people." 

A brief notice of the history of the district library system cannot be 
otherwise than interesting to every reader. 

Governor DeWit Clinton, in his message at the opening of the session 
of the Legislature in 1827, after an eloquent advocacy of common schools, 
and other institutions of learning which " give to society men of imprcwv 
ed and enlarged minds" and constituted (< the great bulwark of republican- 
government," remarks, that " small and suitable collections of books and 
maps attached to our common schools," was worthy of the attention of 
the Legislature. 

In his annual Report as Superintendent of Common Schools for 1830*, 
Mr. Flagg thus recommends the publication and distribution of suitable 
books among the school districts. 

" A society has been established in England, for the purpose of impart- 
ing useful information to all classes of the community, particularly to 
such as are unable to avail themselves of experienced teachers. To 
effect this object, treatises on the various sciences, and books of practical 
utility have been published at such moderate prices, as to bring them 
within the reach of all classes. A small sum applied to the publication 
and' distribution among the several school districts, of similar works, 
would hstve the most favorable influence." 

The District Library system, as it was finally introduce^ into New' 
York owes its origin and rapid extension to the early and unwearied 
efforts, and the open-handed liberality of the late James Wadsworth,* 



♦ Extract from a Letter of the Hon. G. W. Patterson, dated Westfield, Cheulauqve Cfc. 

N, y., May 6, 1842w 
" Tfl regard to the origin of the School District Library System of this State, I will 
My to you, that the Whole credit belongs to Hon. James Wadsworth, of Geneseo, who 
first suggested the plan to certain members of the Legislature, in 1835, and though hi* 
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Esq., of Genesech- By his suggestion and efforts, aided by Mr Fuller, of 
Livingston county, and other members of the Legislature, the republica- 
tion and distribution of Hall's " Lectures on School Keeping " among 
the several school districts, was effected in 1831. These lectures were 
widely read by teachers and parents, and led to the very natural idea of 
supplying all the children, as well as teachers and parents, of districts 
with other books suited to their capacity and wants. To accomplish 
this great object, Mr. Wadsworth availed himself of his correspondence 
with gentlemen who were situated to act efficiently on the public mind 
and the Legislature, as the following extracts from his letters will show. • 

" Geneseo, 23rf July, 1833. 

"I wish some of you gentlemen who have leisure would write a se- 
ries of short essays on the Common School Act. A historical sketch 
of the rise and progress of the common schools of New England, in 
connection with the great chapter on the civilization of man, would be 
a most useful work. We see what New England is with her common 
schools, very imperfect as they most certainly are— what would her citi- 
zens have been without their schools ? Probably something like the 
peasents of Norway. This " School Act," as it is usually called, ought 
to contain a provision authorizing a majority of the voters to raise by a 
tax on the property of each district fifteen or twenty dollars as a com- 
mencement of, and five or ten dollars yearly as a perennial spring, to 
purchase and sustain a school library. How are your youth to acquire 
knowledge without books? They now do not read books when young, 
and have no distinct ideas when in advanced life, and yet you call on 
them to decide on treaties and constitutional questions. Some of these 
embryo libraries, by the donation of the benevolent, would become highly 
respectable. 

"To Charles King, Esq." 

urgent solicitation, a law was passed in that year, authorizing the several school dis- 
tricts in the State, to raise the sum of twenty dollars, by tax, the first year, and ten dol- 
lars each succeeding year, for the purchase of a District Library. A few districts 
availed themselves of the benefit of the law, but a large portion kept their eyes and 
purses closed against the provisions of that act. In 1838, when the Legislature was 
about to appropriate the income of the United States Deposite Fund, another effort was 
made by the same distinguished individual, to induce the members to make suitable 
provisions for District Libraries. In this he was also successful, and the spm of fifty- 
five thousand dollars, annually, for three years, wajs appropriated for District Libraries, 
with a provision requiring the towns and cities in the State, to raise an equal sum for 
the same purpose ; and by the act of 1839, the appropriations were extended to five, in 
place of three years, and at the expiration of that time it will be for the districts to deter- 
mine whether that portion of the public money shall be used for the purchase of books, 
or for the payment of teachers' wages. 

, Under the law of 1838, nearly all the districts in the State have procured Libraries, 
and at the expiration of five years from the establishment of the Library system, the 
.boys of fifteen will have read more books than their fathers had at forty or fifty. 

In regard to the part I took on the subject of Libraries, I have only to say it was a 
very humble one. The act of 1838 was violently opposed, and it required great efforts 
on the patt of the friends of the bill, to effect its passage* In this effort I only endeav- 
ored to do my duty, and my whole duty, and I never supposed that any thing I said or 
did, would excite sufficient interest to make any portion w«tf* J» reserving. 

.The credit of all that has been done, belongs to the praise- worthy efforts of Mr. 
Wadsworth." 

To Henry Barnard, Esq. 
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" Geneseo, Aug. 20th, 1833. 

" It is clear you can not make competent citizens of your 500,000 
youth without knowledge. And it is equaljy clear that knowledge can 
not be obtained without books. It appears to me to be an object to in- 
troduce a clause in the 4 School Act,' authorizing, not requiring, a ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of every school district to raise by tax, say fif- 
teen or twenty dollars as a commencement of a district school library, 
and five or ten dollars yearly to sustain it : — as these sums are so mode- 
rate that they would not alarm the most economical, and would not ^e 
felt, or scarcely perceived. These district school libraries, to be pur- 
chased by "the trustees, would be a noble beginning towards a more gen- 
eral diffusion of knowledge. It will not be ten years before a weekly 
paper, devoted to the application of science and the arts to the useful 
purposes of life, will be sent to every school in the State. I have no 
doubt there are hundreds of individuals in this State who would cheer- 
fully contribute towards this object, if its importance was brought home 
to their minds. 

" B. F. Butler, Esq." 

u Geneseo, 31sf, August, 1833. 

"Dear Sir: I send you a copy of a letter which I have recently 
addressed to Mr. Butler, and will thank you to lay it before Governor 
Marcy. I beg leave respectfully to invite the Governor's attention to 
the suggestions in my letter in relation to the district school libraries. I 
invite his attention at this time to the subject, because he will have an 
opportunity to converse with a great number of gentlemen on his way to 
Albany, and I am greatly deceived if every individual does not concur 
in the fitness and expediency of commencing economically little district 
school libraries. 

"Gen. Levi Hubbell." 

" Geneseo, Sept. 20th, 1833. 

Dear Sir : I am favored with your letter of the 16th inst. I send 
you a copy of my letter to Mr. Butler, and also one to Mr. Hubbell. 
My subsequent reflection, and the opinion of several intelligent gentle- 
men, go to confirm me in my opinion in favor of district school libraries. 
I much hope that Governor Marcy will recommend them in his Message- 
Our school districts are moral entities. They are little societies. They 
are littl$ republics. They are little nurseries of men and women, and 
our legislation ought to treat and regard them as such. 

" E. C. Delevan, Esq. 

•• Geneseo, 25th August, 1834. 

" Among the few thoughts that have passed my mind, which 1 think 
worth repeating, is the suggestion which I took the liberty of making to 
his Excellency the Governor, before he delivered his last winter's ww- 
sage. I believe you read my letter. I refer to a juvenile library in 
each school district in this State. I proposed a clause authorizing the 
inhabitants of each school district to raise twenty dollars by tax, and five 
dollars yearly afterwards, for a school library to be selected by the trus- 
tees. This simple provision, unimportant in a single case, but full of 
importance and utility in the aggregate, the Governor did not recom- 
mend, and I do not know that it was called up to the attention of the 
Legislature. 

" Jessb Buel, Esq." 

6c 
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General Dix in his Annual Report as Superintendent, in 1834, recom- 
mends the establishment of Libraries as follows : 

" If the inhabitants of school districts were authorized to lay a tax 
upon their property for the purpose of purchasing libraries for the use of 
the district, such a power might, with proper restrictions, become a 
most efficient instrument in diffusing useful knowledge, and in elevating 
the intellectual character of the people. A vast amount of useful infor- 
mation might in this manner be collected, where it would be easily acces- 
sible, and its influence could hardly fail to be in the highest degreesalu- 
tary, by furnishing the means of improvement to those who have fin- 
ished their common school education, as well as to those who have not. 
The demand for books would ensure extensive editions of works contain- 
ing matter judiciously selected, at prices which competition would soon 
reduce to the lowest rate at which they could be furnished. By making 
the imposition of the tax wholly discretionary with the inhabitants of 
each district, and leaving the selection of the works under their entire 
control, the danger of rendering such a provision subservient to the prop- 
agation of particular doctrines or opinions would be effectually guarded 
against by their watchfulness and intelligence." 

On the 13th of April, 1835, the foundations of the District School 
Library were laid by an act authorizing the taxable inhabitants of the 
several school districts to impose a tax not exceeding twenty dollars 
for the first year, and ten dollars for each succeeding year, l for the pur- 
chase of a district library,' consisting of such books as they shall in their 
district meeting direct. 

Unwearied efforts were made to induce the inhabitants of school dis- 
tricts, to raise the sum necessary to purchase a suitable number of books 
to constitute a library. Gen. Wadsworth offered to pay one-fourth of the 
twenty dollars in all the districts in Avon and Geneseo. The proposi- 
tion was received with cold indifference. Twenty dollars were offered 
to the first five districts in Henrietta, which should act under the law, but 
the offer was not accepted for several years. The Rev. Mr. Page, was 
employed to visit and give lectures on the subject in all the towns of Liv- 
ingston county, but with little apparent success. 

In 1838, Governor Marcy, in reference to the disposition of the United 
States Deposit Fund, recommended in his message, that a portion of its 
avails should be appropriated to each district, which should raise by taxa- 
tion an equal amount, for the establishment of a district library. 

. «< Elementary instruction is only the first stage in the progress of edu- 
cation, and but little is accomplished, if there be no advance bevond it. 
To make ample provision, for conducting all the children in the state 
through this stage, should undoubtedly continue to be, as it hitherto has 
been, the first and main object of the legislature; yet, all that public sen- 
timent demands, and the public good requires, will not be achieved until 
needful facilities are furnished, to a career of self-instruction. District 
libraries are well calculated to exert a beneficial influence, in this respect. 
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It is to be regretted, that the opportunity offered to the school districts, 
for establishing them has not been embraced with a zeal commensurate to 
their importance. Few of the districts, compared with the whole num- 
ber in the state, have manifested a willingness to levy the small sum au- • 
thorized by law, for the purpose of establishing them. In view of their 
unquestionable usefulness, I would respectfully recommend, that some 
further measures be adopted, for introducing them more generally into 
the districts. 

" The law now authorizes the inhabitants of each district, at their op- 
tion, to raise, the first year, $20, for establishing a library, and $10 in 
each subsequent year, for enlarging it. Two modes present themselves 1 
for advancing this laudable object. One is to make the assessment of the 
tax compulsory ; and the other, to devote a small amount of the fund now 
at your disposal, to each district, which shall raise by taxation an equal 
amount, for the establishment of -a district library. 

a I recommend to your favorable consideration, the latter mode, under 
a belief, that it would meet with more general approbation than a com- 
pulsory assessment| and enlist an interest in behalf of those establish- 
ments, that it will not only insure the ultimate introduction of them into 
the several school districts, but increase their usefulness." ft 

This portion of the message was referred to the Committee on Colleges 
and Common Schools, of which on the part of the House, the Hon. D. D. 
Barnard was chairman. In the report from his pen, the education and 
employment of competent teachers, as the first great feature of any sys- 
tem of public instruction, and then the establishment of libraries of well 
selected books in each district, were discussed in a masterly manner. 

" We propose to make the establishment of district libraries, hereto- 
fore attempted in this State by a law of 1835, imperative and certain, as 
prayed for by various petitions before us. The law, as it now stands, 
authorizes each district to tax itself for this object— #20 the first year 
and $10 every year afterwards. 

We propose that the same sums shall still be realized for these objects, 
but that the state shall furnish half ; while it shall be the duty of the dis- 
tricts, without choice, to tax their own property for the remainder. 

The law as it now stands has been nearly a nullity. We can hear of 
but few, exceedingly few districts, who have availed themselves of its 
provisions. Some solitary libraries, however, have been established after 
great efforts and sacrifices on the part of individuals ; and from these we 
have the most satisfactory testimony that the benefits flowing from them 
have exceeded the highest expectations of the most sanguine advocates 
of the plan. 

To secure the benefits of these libraries to all, we are entirely satisfied 
that it is indispensable to make the levying of the tax on the districts 
compulsory ; but while the State commands in this matter, as it ought to, 
we think it should also show a becoming liberality ; and this it witl do 
by appropriating more than $100,000 the first year to the single object.' 

The committee would not disguise that they regard the establishment 
of these libraries as a thing of the very last consequence ; and if refused 
by the Legislature, they are free to confess that they shall look to all sub. 
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stantial improvement in the common school system, as something rather 
to be despaired of than to be expected or hoped for. 

With these libraries in possession, it is calculated, on proper and suffi- 
cient data, that below seven or eight millions of volumes of books will at 
once be brought into use and perusal in this State, where now scarcely a 
book is read ; and that seven or eight hundred thousand persons, male and 
female, young and old, will become attentive and instructed readers, of 
whom scarcely one is now entitled to the name of reader. Who can un- 
dertake to compute; the sum of benefits arising from such a condition of 
things ? — the intellectual tastes and habits that may be formed, — the new 
sympathies springing up between parent and child, — the desertion of old 
haunts of dissipation and old habits of vice, — the new and swarming 
births of thought and fancy that must occur, — the occasional discoveries 
which genius may make of itself and its wonderful powers and impulses, — 
the passions that shall be calmed, — the differences that shall be healed, — 
the broils that shall be quieted and allayed, — the families, and neighbor- 
hoods, and country that shall be blessed, — who can contemplate all this, 
and more that might be thought of and not tremblg, as a man and a 
patriot, with the apprehension lest the country should lose, or fail, 
through any 9 cause, to realize benefits so immense and so indispensable ? 

It will be seen that the committee place great reliance on the establish- 
ment of district libraries, in their influence on both parents and children, 
as a principal means of leading to the employment of competent teachers." 

With several modifications, the bill became the glorious Library law 
of 1S38, by which $53,000 a year, for three years, were appropriated 
from the public treasury, and the same amount raised by direct tax, for 
the purchase of books in the several districts of the state. This bill was 
saved at a critical period, by the exertions of Mr. Patterson, who was 
then speaker of the House. In 1839, the operation of the, law was ex- 
tended to five instead of three years. From a late Report of the Super- 
intendent of Common Schools, it appears that at least 1.500.000. 
volumes are now owned by the School Districts of New York. 

Prior to the origination of the school district libraries, or even of the 
system of Sunday School Libraries, there existed in a remote town of 
Connecticut, a Library, which so far as we know, may be regarded as the 
pioneer of truly popular libraries. Its history will be found in the fol- 
lowing extract from the Connecticut Common School Journal, Vol. II. p. 
67. 

" The schools of Salisbury have never fallen so low as in some parts of 
the State, and their schools have turned out some of the best specimens 
of common school men, — hard-working, enter|>rizing business men, 
which the State and the country, for they are found all over the country, 
can boast. Much of this can be, and must in justice, be attributed to the 
Bingham Library for Youth. The Library was established in 1803, and 
owes its origin to a generous donation of one hundred and fifty volumes 
to the town of Salisbury, by Caleb Bingham, then of Boston, but a 
native of Salisbury, and the author of several popular school books. 
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The following letter to his brother, which was copied from the records 
of the Library, accompanied the books, and explains the object and views 
of the donor. 

Boston, Jan'y 4th, 1803. 

Dear Brother,— If the people of Salisbury, from my present conduct, should tax me 
with acting a childish part, I feel willing to bear the imputation, for 1 can readily con- 
ceive of the justness of such a remark. Indeed, 1 ha ve^ been so long conversant with 
children, that it is possible that my feelings towards them may be somewhat different 
from those of mankind in general. 

We all agree that the education of youth is an object of the highest consequence; but 
all are apt to be too sparing of the means for the attainment of that object. Could the 
pursuit of useful knowledge be substituted for the common amusement of children, there 
is no doubt but there would be a greater number of valuable members of society in ad- 
vanced age. 

I well remember, when I was a boy, how ardently I longed for the opportuuity of 
reading, but had no access to a library. It is more than probable that there are at the 
present time, in my native town, many children who possess the same desire, and who 
are in a like unhappy predicament. This desire, I think I have it in my power, in a 
small degree, to gratify. And however whimsical the project may appear to those who 
have not considered the subject, I cannot deny myself the pleasure of making the attempt. 
For that purpose, I have selected from my shelves 150 volumes for the commencement of 
a Library fop the sole use of the children of the town of Salisbury, from nine to sixteen 
years of age, who are sufficiently capable of reading, and whose moral characters are 
such as to entitle them to the confidence of the Trustees of the Library. 

To the small beginning, it is presumed the liberality of your fellow townsmen will 
induce them to make such additions from time to time, as that it will at length become 
respectable. 

It is to be hoped that the following gentlemen will not consider it too burthensome to 
take upon themselves the management of the Library, to whose entire direction, I beg 
leave to submit it, with the right of filling any vacancies which may happen in their 
Board : viz. Rev. Joseph W. Crossman, Samuel Lee, Esq., Luther Holley, Asa Hutch- 
inson, Peter Farnam, Fhinehas Chapin, Timothy Chittenden, jr., Elisha Sterling, Lot 
Norton, jr., Binajah Bingham. After all, should it so happen that the books should be 
rejected, on the proposed conditions; or should thert be any falling out, (which God 
forbid,) so that the object in view is like to be defeated, you are hereby authorized to take 
the books into your possession, and retain them till you further hear from 

Your affectionate brother, 

Caleb Bingham. * 

The town gladly accepted this donation, and has from time to time 
appropriated sums of money, one hundred, fifty, twenty dollars, to enlarge 
and perpetuate the usefulness of Mr. Bingham's object. Indeed, we 
were told that the town always acquiesced, without a dissenting voice in 
the applications of the Trustees of this Library. Thus was established, 
so far as we are informed, the first Youth's Library on this or the other 
side of the Atlantic. It dates back far beyond the establishment of Sun- 
day School Libraries, and is essentially different from the old social or 
union libraries, which once abounded more than now, in this State. But 
in all probability, this library owes its origin to the benefits w^iich Mr. 
Bingham had derived from a town library in Salisbury, that is still in ex- 
istence, though in a much neglected condition. It was here that Mr. 
Bingham probably gratified his early taste for reading, to which and the 
Common Schools, we believe he owed his success in life. He returned, 
a hundred, yea, a thousand fold, the good he had derived from the town 
library, by founding the youth's library. The books which he gave have 
been literally worn out, but their places have been from time to time sup- 
plied, and instead of one hundred and fifty volumes, the youth of Salis- 
bury have access to near five hundred volumes. On the days when the 
books are drawn, there is usually a representative present from a majori- 
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ty of all the families in town, and a highly interesting sight is presented 
in the animated, eager, inquiring group. 

Long may this Library remain, an enduring monument of well timed 
liberality — and though the books which were originally given have dis- 
appeared, still, the name of Bingham will not perish, but will live forever 
in the gratitude and usefulness of the hundreds and thousands of useful 
men and women who have through his instrumentality tasted the divine 
pleasures of knowledge, and are now engaged in honorable and useful 
stations in every part of our common country." 

But the example of Caleb Bingham does not seem to have been very 
contagious in Connecticut — among individuals — or that of the State of 
New York, with the Legislature. In 1839, school districts were author- 
ized to establish libraries, and between 1839 and 1842, about 1 twenty 
libraries were established by individual subscription. 

Massachusetts was the first State to follow in the footsteps of New 
York, by offering a bounty of fifteen dollars to every district, however 
small, which would raise as much more for the purchase of a District School 
Library ; and every district, having twice sixty children between the 
ages of 4 and 16 years, which shall raise twice thirty dollars for the same 
object, is entitled to draw twice fifteen dollars from the State — and so 
on with any district containing three, or four, or any higher number of 
times sixty, has the same proportional claim upon the gtate. The State 
appropriation in favor of the district is made but once. 

Provision is made in the school system of Rhode Island for the estab- 
lishment of Town and District School Libraries, and of Library Associa- 
tions, as follows : 

Section VII. of the «* Act relating to Public Schools," provides — 

" Any town may establish and maintain a public school library for the 
use of the inhabitants generally of the town, and such library may be kept 
together at some convenient place, or be distributed into several parts, 
and transferred from time to time for the convenience of different districts 
or neighborhoods, under such rules and regulations as the town may 
adopt." 

By Secfion XIII. of the same act, every school district is empowered, 
"To establish and maintain a school library." 

In addition to these provisions, for Town and District Libraries, the 
following Act was passed at the late June Session : 

AJV ACT to provide for the voluntary incorporation of Library, Academy, and 
School As80ciation$ : — ■ ' 

Whereas, by the 24tl^ and 25th sections of an act to revise and amend 
the several acts relating to Public Schools, passed at January session. 
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A. D. 1839, provision was made for the voluntary incorporation of School 
and Library Associations, which provisions were inadvertently omitted in 
the revision of said act in June, A. D. 1845 : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section I. Whenever any persons to the number of three or more have 
associated, or shall hereafter associate together for the purpose of procur- 
ing and maintaining a Library, or procuring and supporting an Academy or 
School-house, they shall, upon complying with the terms of this act, be- 
come a body corporate for such purpose by such name as they may desig- 
nate, and subject to such regulations, conditions, and constitution as they 
may have adopted. And they may hold, control, and convey real and 
personal estate to an. amount not exceeding five thousand dollars, exclu- 
sive of their building and the lot on which it may stand, and of their books, 
maps, pictures, and library furniture. 

Sec II. In case of any association of any number of members hereto- 
fore formed for the purpose of maintaining a Library and not incorporated, 
any three of the members may call a meeting and appoint a time and place 
therefor, giving to all the known members resident in this State, five days 
notice thereof, to be served as an original summons is required to be 
served by law, by some sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, or by some dis- 
interested person, who shall make oath thereto ; and at such meeting so 
held, a majority of the persons present entitled to vote, may organize said 
association as a corporation under this act. 

Sec. III. The Library corporations formed under this act shall have the 
pQwer to make assessments on shares, and regulate by by-laws the man- 
ner of selling them on failure of payment ; and all transfers of the shares 
shall be recorded in the books of the corporation. 

Sec. IV. All corporations organized under this act may elect such 
officers and for such time as they deem proper, may regulate by by-laws 
the manner of calling annual or other meetings, may require their officers 
to give bonds, determine the manner of voting and how many shall con- 
stitute a quorum, and generally make all necessary by-laws not incon- 
sistent with law or their constitution, and may prescribe suitable penalties 
for the violation of them, which, if in money, shall not exceed twenty 
dollars,* and may be collected bj action of debt in the name of the corpo- 
ration. All officers shall continue in office until their successors are ap- 
pointed, and vacancies may be filled at any meeting or in such manner as 
the corporation may direct. If no mode is provided of calling annual or 
other meetings, the Clerk or Secretary shall call a meeting on the request 
of any three members, by posting up a notice thereof for five days in some 
public place upon the Library building,, Academy, or School-house. And 
a majority of votes either in person or by proxy shall constitute a quorum, 
unless otherwise provided by the corporation. 

Sec. V. To entitle any association to the benefit of this act, the consti- 
tution or articles of association, and all alterations thereof, shall be re- 
corded in the books of Land Evidence of the town where the Library, 
Academy, or School-house is situated. Any such corporation shall not 
be dissolved by any reduction of the number of its members. 

Passed June Session, 1847. HENRY BOWEN, Secretary. 
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The following Specimen of a Constitution of a Library Association, 
was drawn up by Hon. E. R. Potter, the author of the foregoing act. 

We, the subscribers, agree to associate and incorporate ourselves for the purpose of 

maintaining a public library by the name of the under the provisions of «« An 

act to provide for the voluntary incorporation of Library, Academy and School Assor 
ciations,'' passed at the June session of the General Assembly, A. D. 1847, and to be 
governed by the following constitution. 

Art. I. This Association shall be called 

2. The officers of the Association shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Librarian, who shall constitute a board of directors for the manage* 
ment of the business of the Association, according to such rules as the Association 
may from time to time adopt. A majority of the persons elected directors shall be a 
quorum, and they shall meet from time to time whenever notified by the President. 
Either of the two last named offices may be held by either of the three first named 
offioers. 

3. The annual meeting shall be held on ■ and ail officers shall be elected by 

ballot if demanded by any members. [The Treasurer and Librarian shall give 

bonds to the corporation in the sum of with security to be approved by the Pres- 
ident, for the faithful discharge of the duties of their offices.] 

4. Any member for disorderly or immoral conduct may be expelled, and any officer 
for misconduct may be removed at any regularly notified meeting of the Society. 

5. The directors may make all such regulations as they may deem proper for the 
government of the library, and prescribe tines for non compliance, and may in case of 
misuse of books prohibit any person from using the library until satisfaction is made. 

6. The library shall be held by the association not in shares for the benefit of 
shareholders, but in trust for the public benefit, to be open to all who shall comply 
with such reasonable rules as shall from time to time be made by the association 
or directors. And for the purpose of continuing the existence of the corporation, 
the association shall from time to time elect as members such persons as they shall 
think most likely to co-operate zealously in promoting its objects. No member shall 
be admitted unless proposed at a previous meeting. 

[Note to § 6. This section will answer for all cases where the library is establish- 
ed by donations and is intended to be for the benefit of the whole public. In this case 
the corporation might be named " Trustees of the Library." 

But if the Library is intended to be owned in shares and to be for the benefit of 
shareholders only, this section should be altered accordingly. They will then have 
power to assess the shares and to sell them for non-payment of the assessments. In 
this case the shareholders will be the members, and compose the corporation. The 
law provides how the shares shall be transferred.] 

7. Thi9 constitution may be amended at any annual meeting, provided notice of the 
intended amendment has been given at some previous meeting. The Secretary shall 
cause this constitution and all alterations thereof to be recorded in the Records of 
Land Evidence of the town of . as the law requires. 

Wherever it is intended to establish a permanent library, it will always 
be most prudent to be incorporated as above. If a library is owned by 
several persons unincorporated, it will be liable to division, and each one's 
interest in the books will be liable to attachment. In a corporation, the 
share only could be attached, and where the corporation holds the library 
merely as trustees, (as above provided in § 6,) there would be no attach- 
able interest whatever. 

The following Catalogue has been made out to assist committees in the 
selection of libraries to cost from fifty to fifteen hundred dollars. 

A specimen of most of the books can be examined by calling at the 
office of the Commissioner of Public Schools, who will give all necessary 
information as to the price, mode of procuring the same, &c. &c. 
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Dictionaries, Books of Reference, Ac. 

Vol*. 

Penny Cyclopedia, J7 

Encyclopedia Americana, 14 

Webster's Dictionary, I 

Worcester's Dictionary, 1 

Crabb's Synonymes, 1 

Liddell & Scott's Greek Lexicon ; or Pickering's, 1 

Leaverett's Latin Lexicon, 1 

Anthon's Greek and Roman Antiquities, 1 

Fisk's Manual of Classical Literature, 1 

Anthon's Classical Dictionary, 1 

Brande's Encyclopedia of Science, Art and Literature, 1 

McCulloch ? s Universal Gazetteer, 2 

Murray's Encyclopedia of Geography, 3 

McCul loch's Commercial Dictionary, * 2 

Cyclopedia of Biography, . I 

Cyclopedia of History, . 1 

Chambers' Cyclopedia of English Literature, . 2 

Chambers* Information for the People, rT 2 

Baldwin's Pronouncing Gazetteer, 1 

Encyclopedia of Agriculture, 1 

Ure Dictionary of Arts and Science, 2 

Webster's Encyclopedia of Domestic Economy, 1 

Morse's North American Atlas, 1 

Universal Atlas, .. 1 

Butler's Ancient Geography, 1 

Potter's Hand-Book for Headers, 1 

Pycroft's Course of Reading, 1 



Religion,, (JVaiural and Revealed*} 

Kitto's Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature, 2 

The Obligations of the World to the Bible, by Dr. Spring, 1 

Home's Introduction to the Study of the Bible, 1 

Butler's Analogy of Natural and Revealed Religion, 1 

Paley's Natural Theology, with Lord Brougham's Notes, 2 
Bridgewater Treatises on the Power, Wisdom, and Goodness 

of God, as manifested in the Creation, 7 
2 ' 
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Wiseman, on the Connection of Science and Religion, 1 

Paley's Evidences of Christianity, 1 
Turner's Sacred History of the World philosophically considered, 3 

Biblical Legends of the Mussulman, 1 

Milman's History of the Jews, 3 

Milman's History of Christianity, 1 

Parterini's General flistory of the Christian Church* 1 

Ranke's history of the Popes, I 

D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, 4 

Spaulding's Review of D'Aubigne's History, I 

S^igby's Ages of Faith, 2 

, istory of Missions, 1 
History of the different Religious Denominations in the Ufcited 

i States, by Members of the respective Denominations, 1 

; Baird's View of Religion in America, 1 

» Imitation of the Life of Christ, I 

[For a variety of letigioat reading, see MTBCBLtAiHEOUB BOOKS.] 
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Wheaton on the Law of Nations, I 

Gardner on the Moral Law of Nations arid American rolity, I 

Blackstone's Commentaries on the Common Law of England, 4 

Hallam*s Constitutional History of England, 3 

Constitution of the United States, and of the several States, I 

* Story on the Constitution of the United States, 1 
j The Federalist, by Madison, Jay and Hamilton, 1 
; Kent's Commentaries on the Constitution and American Law, 4 
. Messages (Annual and Special) of the several Presidents 

* of the United States to Congress, 2 
1 Marshall's Decisions of Cases of Constitutional Law, 1 
J Class Book on the Constitution of the United States, by Hart, I 
1 Public Statutes of Rhode-Island, * 1 
' Angell's Reports of the Supreme Court of Rhode-Island, 1 

* Democracy in America, by De Tocquevilfe, 2 
Democracy in France, by Dumas, 1 
The People in France, by Michelet, 1 
The Arniripatt Democrat, i»y Cooper, 1 
The Legal Rights of Woman, by Mansfield, 1 

«• The Citizen of a Republic; t 

] Cushtagla'Pfartiat of PftiJlattfentary Practice, I 



Schools and School Systems. 
Connecticut Common School Journal, 1838-'42, 
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Connecticut Common School Manual, 1846-'7, ... r i •«■.'' -i -^ .'4 
Massachusetts Common School Journal, 183(H4fy j '■.:-)■ ri 8 
New- York District School Journal, 1S4M*46j .i :. /. '2: ! I J 
Journal of the Rhode-Island Institute 0/ InstnictafflJ ■< v -.:■•■ r,[\ 
Pennsylvania Common School Jouta&i, 184A+ ': ! .Vi;* v.*/-. 
Common School System of N. York, 8. £. Randall, • ll 
School Laws and Returns of School Qonunittoes irf iMasfeaeiwaitos, 
Reports relating to the Public Scfaols of Providfeaoe^ > -i'n ^71 
Barnard's Report on the Public Setarifitf ft.Islanff, i.'A- i. :: ! > /-: 
. Annals of Education for 1836-'37, f .. ' ; ,1 . : • v «ji1T 

Education of Mothers. L. Arme MdrUri^ : . . ' * v i : . ! •/ I 
Theory and Practice of Teaching. D. P. Fteg&i :; »7 <;. T 
The School and School Master, . ' T . » / • "i 

History of Sunday Schools. Lewis G. Pray, 1 \ t :• 
Exercises on the Black Board. J/bAti GoUsbiiryj , .ii< i • i'-:'. 
The Teacher's Institute. William B. Fowle, 
The Teacher's Manual. Thomas H. Palmer, 
Lectures on Education. 'Horace Mann, 
The Teacher Taught. „ Emerson Davis, 
The District School as it was. W» Burton, 
Slate and Black Board Exercises. TV, A. Alcott, 
Mental Cultivation and Excitement. A. Brigham, . 

Confessions of a School Master, ifc A.Altdtt } ' \ ! ; ?n " ! 
Common Schools and Teachers' Seminaries. <C. f jft#W<^ ' /, 
History of Education. H.I.$mith 9 " ;' 

Domestic Education and Economy, 
Humphrey's Domestic Education, 
Beecher's Domestic Economy, 

«* «« Receipt Book 

The Mother's Book, by Mrs. Child, t 

Phelps' Fireside Friend, 

Combe on Infancy, : . 

Thompson's Management of the Sicjc Room, 
Shaw's Medical Remembrancer, ..', 

Hand Book of Needle Work, t 

Leslie's Lady's Receipt Book, 
Frugal Housewife, by Mrs. Child, 
Webster's Encyclopaedia of Domestic Economy, , " 

Physical Education and Physiology. ..,'"., 

Education of the Senses, . *.,., 

Griscom's Animal Mechanism and Physiology, 
Combe's Principles of Physiology, ' ' , \ >\ 

u Constitution of Man, ' 

Johnson's Economy of Health, 
Alcott's House I Live in, 
Warren on the Preservation of Health, 
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Self-Education, Sfc. 
Pycroft's Course of Reading, 

- Cobbett's Advice to Young Men, 
Beecber's Lectures to Young Men, 

< 8prague's Letters to a Daughter, 
« •• •• Young Men, 

, Hawes' Lectures to Young Men, 
; Nott's Counsels to the Young, 
t Sedgwick's Morals of Manners, ' 

The Young Lady's Friend, 
* Jewsbury's Letters to the Young, 
! The Young Maiden, by Muzzy, 
\ The Young Lady's Home, 

- Self-Culture for Young Men, by Dr. Channing, 
Self-Training for Young Women, by Miss Sedgwick, 



Agriculture. 

Fruit and Fruit Trees of America. A. J. Downing, 

Agricultural Chemistry. J. F. W. Johnston, 

New American Gardener. 21 G. Fessenden, 

Farmer's Dictionary. D. P. Gardner, 

The Farmer's Companion. J. Buel, 

The Complete Farmer. 21 G. Fessenden, 

Catechism of Agricultural Chemistry. J. F. W. Johnston, 

American Farmer's Encyclopedia. C. W. Johnston, 

Youatt on the Horse. J. S. Skinner, 

Do. « " Pig. 
Cultivation of the Grape Vine. C. Hoare, 
American Flower Garden Directory. Robert Buist, 
The American Florist. J. N. Eley, 
The American Gardener. W. Cobbett, 
The Farmer's Instructor. J. Bud, 
American Husbandry. Gaylord $$ Tuel, 
Agriculture and Gardening. /. Armstrong, 
The American Poultry Book. M. R. Cock, 
The Honey Bee. Edward Bevan, 
The Cultivator, 
The Farmer's Library, 
Journal of Agriculture, 

The American Poulterer's Companion. C. N. Dement, 
Ladies' Companion to the Flower Garden. A. J. Downing, 
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Commerce. 

History of British Commerce, by Clark, 
Book of Commerce, < 

M'Culloch's Commercial Dictionary, 
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Manufactures and Trades. 

Beekman's History of Inventions, 

Panorama of Trades and Professions, by Hazeti, 

The Useful Arts, by Bigelow, 

British Manufactures, 

American Factories and their Operatives, 

Lowell as it was and as il is, 

Days at the Factories, 

Pastoral Lift and Manufactures of the Ancients. 

Manufacture of Porcelain , 

Enterprize, Industry and Art of Man, 

Familiar Illustrations of Mechanics, 

The Book of the Feet, 

A Tour in the Manufacturing Districts of England, 

History of Cotton Manufactures in the United States, 
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1 
2 
6 



Architecture and Landscape Gtordeningr. 

Hand-Book of Architecture, >. . 

Glossary of Architecture, 

History of Architecture, by Mrs. Tathili; . » . 

Hints to Young Architects, by Wightwich, 

Builder's Guide, by Hill, 

American House Carpenter, by Hatfield* : ' 

Downing's Cottage Residences, 

Hints on Landscape Gardening, \ , : », 

Downing's Landscape Gardening and Rural Architecture, 

Browne's Trees of America, 

Emerson's Trees and Shrubs of Massachusetts, : 



Fine Arts. 

Reynolds' (Sir Joshua) Discourses on the Fine Arts, 
Lassing's History of the Fine Arts, 
Lanzi's History of Painting, 



1 
1 
3 
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Hand Book of Painting, 1 

Cunningham's Lives of Painters and Sculptors, 5 



moral and Mental Science. 

Boyd's Eclectic Moral Philosophy, • 1 

Way land's Elements of Moral Science, 1 

Abercrombie on the Moral Feelings, 2 

Henry's History of Intellectual Philosophy, 2 

Abercrombie on the Intellectual Powers, 1 

WhewelFs Elements of Morality, 2 

Dymond's Essays oh Morality, * 

Coleridge's Aids to Reflection, * 



Logic, Rhetoric, Cemposfton and Elocution. 

Whately's Elements of Logic, 
Mills' System of Logic, 
Wnately's Elements of Rhetoric, 
Karnes* Elements of Criticism, 
Parker's Aids to Composition, 
Macery's Principles of Eloquence, 
Russell's Vocal Culture, 
Comstock's System of Elocution, 
Coldwell's Manual of Elocution, 
Mandeville's System of Reading, 
Lovell's Young Speaker, 
Russell's Juvenile Speaker, 



Political Economy- 

Wayland's Elements of Political Economy, * 

Smith's Wealth of Nations, 1 

Sedgwick's Public and Private Eeenomy, * 

Atkinson's Principles of Political Economy, 1 

Claims of Labor, J 

Capital and Labor, l 



Sciences* 

Objects, Advantages and Pleasures of Science, by Brougham, 
Somerville on the Physical Sciences, 



1 
1 
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Astronomy, 

Herschell's Astronomy, 

Olmsted's Rudiments of Astrondroy and Natural Philosophy, 
" Letters on " 

" Elements of " 
Dick's Sidereal Heavens, 
" Scenery of the Heavens, 
u Practical Astronomy, 
Somerville's Mechanism of the Heavens, 
Nichols* Architecture of the Heavens, 
Keith on the Use of Globes, 

Natural Philosophy. 
Outlines of Natural Philosophy, 
Olmsted's School Philosophy, 

'* .Rudiments of, 
Renwick's, 
Chambers's, 
Comstock's, 
Euler's Letters on, 

Natural History. 
Smellie's Philosophy of Natural History, 
Good's Book of Nature, 
Goldsmith's Animated Nature, 
Duncan's Sacred Philosophy of the Seasons, 
Howitt's Book of the Seasons, 
Godman's American Natural History, 
Uncle Philip's Conversations on Natural History, 
History of Insects, 

•' M Birds, 

u lt Quadrupeds, 

" " the Elephant, 
White's Natural History of Selborne, 
Parley's Anecdotes of the Animal Kingdom, 
Naturalist's Library, by Sir W. Jar dine, 
Mudie Guide to the Study of Nature, 9 

Chemistry. 

Silliman's Chemistry, I 

Draper's •' < 1 

Renwick's " .1 

• r 
t 

Mineralogy and Otology. 

Lee's Geology and Mineralogy,. x I 

Dana's Geology, .1 

Lyall's* 2 
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Botany and Vegetable Physiology 
Gray's Botanical Text Book, 



1 

Elements of Vegetable Physiology, , • * 

-Science, applied to the Arts. 

Lardner's Lectures on Science and Art, 1 

Parnell's Chemistry applied to the Arts, 1 

. Arnott's Elements of Physic, 1 

Practical Treatise on Dyeing and Calico Printing, 1 

, Engineer's and Mechanic's Companion, 1 

Farmer's Land Measurer, 1 

Practical Treatise on Road-Making, 1 

Renwick's Practical Mechanic, 1 

Working Man's Companion, 1 

Allen's Mechanics, 1 

History. 



General Works. 

Pycroft's Course of Reading, 1 

Cyclopedia of History, * 

• MunselPs Every Day Book of Chronology, 2 
Taylor's Manual of Ancient and Modern History* 1 

* Great Events, by Great Historians, 1 
Muller's Universal History, 6 
Tytler's do. do. 4 
"White's, Robbins', Worcester's, Willard's do. 

Apicient. 

The Scriptures of the Old Testament, 1 

•' Josephus' History of the Jews, 2 

; Rollin's Ancient History, 8 

Ancient History, by various authors, 4 

; Connexion of Sacred and Profane History, by Davidson, 2 

; Russell's History of Palestine, 1 
^Ruins of Ancient Cities, < 2 

Glidden's Ancient Egypt, 1 



<%reece. C •■•■'■ 

' Outline of Grecian History, by Christian Knowledge Society, 1 

"Pinnock's Goldsmith's Greece, 1 

Heroditus and Thucydides, 5 

Heerens' Ancient Greece, • * " - N ' 1 

Thirlwall's History of Greece, 5 

• Demosthenes' Orations, 1 



*£jfttftfc0"- tt» 

fl°""' t ui W mk»Y f HiilT *f i-jlliifea 

1 Outline of Roman History, by ,4Jfci»&|»^n^ft^£ociet) I 

I Piitnock's Goldsmith's Rome, ,!.{i..Io < Iln 7T»t'ill u'liif^Joll 1 

i Schmidt's Rome, f /r .-,./: fo,,. ;,* l . lV ,v ,.!„ mm- <i -'tu.hv d // 1 

j Ferguson's Roman Republic, ,*l muvhIj./. t/iiLiimi) 1 

j Michelet's. " " .f,A Jmnlii-jonl) f Lni;!-j-ji"Jo vi .iwlf 1 

j. Arnold's " " /i*iiMi,:i iii;i^ti5! ^oil 2 

; Livy, Caesar, and Sallust, (traBsIated) i ; i .-i; L >*.j|ij vrto*l \-Hmi&l\ 8 

Cicero's Orations ; nd Life, by MiddletonJ; .<>!• fcVtir.jlo'/ 2 

Keightley's Roman Empire, 1 

Guizot's Gibboa's Declime and FaH^" v \^ v ™ nhv ^ ' w ^^ 
I ,*>*:i:i - ii 'i<jvior-ili !t.iio)oi'I 

Jlsui and Africa. f v.tfji r i'a> /-.o- II uV/'oi') 

History of China, by Davis, •<*• "i-»I'«floiM 2 

British India, byBtfrMw/ ^-Hr.iUMtll d-n: /i r l <mT ! 

" ' Nubia and AbyssWiti, by Russell, " " 1 

Arabia, by Crickttttt}^ " . " ° 1 

a Mahomet, '"* : {{l u " M 1 

1 •' Barbary Stated, b^RMfesgH,'-' 1 f> ' T « *' • i, 'a«»0 '»<'*' 1 

! " " Mesopotamia and 8yriai , *rjf*Ffc*^; ,,,f "i r ^ io 8>1kI j 

" ' Japan, ,).>jil - " i 

Palestine, by Russell," ! ' V - J " *"*''•> h »* q'««? 1 

«< Moors . ' -J' s!« \d , "if:*. -j.'J * Ai\ \nw nooluqutf \ 

Polynesia, by RusseUJ 5 * '-"• {, " J >jq'M *Wloqj>tt j 

'Europe. -^ -'JiwKJ * u j-jiodoll 

Guizot's. History of Civilization in fe&rbpt; 1 l [l 'V * ' -'''"'^J 4 

Arnold's Lectures on Modern History 1 / ' ; ' !j - ;,ii ' J<1 f v>i«i*« 1 

Michelet's Elements of Modern History, ^ \^w\A AiiVnQl 

f Smytl^la Lectures W .^o^e^ 2 

Froissart's Chronicles,.,;: *. ♦ »/ 1 

I Hallam'.stjMiddle Agep^'i *, . *i 2 

« D'igby's Ages of Faith, ^ M/ ;., 4J » 2 ,,i ; ; ,., ,. v , n / r)mn T 1 

„ James* History of Chivalry and t^£ Crusade vfy, , ,v 4 j>, ,. n i:ll * 

Charlemagne,' ^;;. ! :,. : j , , rh( ,.. (i q^ f ,V ;n >r 1 

f j. >ir ;• / ii il.-il* . .'I <V .:nO 

Italy and Switzerland tlut ^) ) l} r/(! i . . , - | n „ ., rH:) j •.,;,;„:'> 

Sismondi 'sltalian Republics, , : , ;* ,« « )( :i n .-.;- 4 'i.> /i« j^.ill 1 

< Machiavelli's Florentine Histories,^,, ,< v«l .j.nr.hil * J 2 

, ; Smedley's Venitian Hist^jj, \f /f 'j " .,,., .'/.) lUm iM " 2 

Spauiding'sJtfily, ;.-i :••..// .*: /> l- m. ,.,.> i .i«v 1 

Roscoe ; s de'Mei^idi and>L4o X. s <: » . ". .«* .r-.-'j-.K 5 

History df ^Itierrtntr, l x * ' -™^' : ;' ' : ;\f 1 

Germany and North of fHurope* , f ■ ♦ • , ._. , -tt i ' , *•* 

Rohlrausch's History pfGeimany, fl , >, 1 

Coke's History of Austria,. ;» i. ,. ., ,, 1 

8 .f/vlTd.jH ■ 



1« Catikgtc 

Schiller's Thirty Yew War, 1 

. " ReWt of Netherlands 1 

Fletcher's History of Poland, 1 

Wheaton's Denmark, Sweden and Norway, I 

Grattan's Netherlands, 1 

History of Iceland, Greenland, dec, I 

Bell's Russian Empire, 3 

Barrows 1 Peter the Great, 1 
Voltaire's do. do. 

France, Spain and Portugal. 

Pictorial History of France, 1 

Crowe's History of France, 3 

Michelet's do. 2 

The French Revolution, by TM*n ; 4 

" V CarJyJe, 2 

•• " " Alison, , 4 

■• M " .Do. abridged, 1 

The Consulate and Empire, by Thiers, 2 

Life of Napoleon, by Scott., 2 

" " Hazhtt, * 2 

Camp and Court of Napoleon, 2 

Napoleon and his Marshals, by Headley, 2 

Napoleon's Expedition into Russia, i 

History of Spain and Portugal, 5 

Robertson's Charles V. 1 

Prescott's Ferdinand and Isabella, 3 

. Napier's Peninsular War, 4 

British Empire. 

• Compendium of English History, by Chris. Knowledge Soc. I 

" '• " Keightjey, 2 
•' " " Goldsmith, by Pinnoclt, 1 

Turner's History of the Anglo Saxons, 2 

Hume & Smollett's England, 8 

Knight's Pictorial England, 4 

Guizot's English Revolution, 2 

Carlyle's Letters and Speeches of Cromwell, 2 

History of Scotland, by Scott, 2 

" Ireland, by Moore, 2 

" British Colonies, by Martin, 10 
Vol.1. Canada*. 2 & 3. Weit Indies. 4. Gibraltar and 
Malta. 5. NovaScotia. 6. Good Hope. 7. Gey Uu and 
Northern Africa. 8 & 9. Ea»t India Co. 10. South 
Walei, &c. 
America. 

General History of America, Outlines of, 1 

" " '• by Wilson, 1 

" « " '• Willard, 1 
,€ " " " Robertson, 
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Conquest of Mexico, by Prescott, 3 

«• Peru, •< * 9 

British Amerioa, by Murray, 3 

History of United States, by Hale, 1 

Willard, , 1 

" " « Wilson, . 1 

•• " •• Bancroft, '3 

u " •« Gfahara, 2 

Pictorial History of United States, by Frost, ' 2 

♦* " " •• (Goodrich, 2 

Cooper's Naval History, ' '1 

Frost's Book of the Navy, 2 

" Army, * 1 

American Indians. 

Drake's Book of the Indians, 1 

Thatcher's Indian Biography, 2 

'* Traits of Indian Character, 2 

Stone's Border Wars, 2 

Poetry and History of Wyoming, 1 

Frost's Book of the Indians, 1 

Catlin/s Indians of North America, 2 

Particular States. k 

Chronicles of Plymouth, by Young, 1 

" Massachusetts, *' 1 

Barber's Historical Collections of New England; Massachu- 
setts; Connecticut ; New York ;• New Jersey ; Pennsyl- 
vania; Virginia; Ohio— 1 vol. each, ~ ,r 8 
Burrows* Pennsylvania Book, ' 1 
Russell's New-York Book, 1 
History of Virginia, Connecticut, New«Hamps)rirey New*York, 

Massachusetts, Michigan and Wisconsin, '.' V 8 

Collections of Rhode-Island Historical, Society, J5 

1. Williams' Key. 

2. Gorton's Simplicity's Defence. 

3. Potter's History of Narragansett* 

4. Calender's Early History of Rhode-bland. 

5. Staples' Annals of Providence. 
Updike's History of the Rhode-Island Bar, 

" " " Narragansett Church, 

Proceedings and Code of Laws of the First General Assembly 

in Rhode-Island, N ; 

History of the First Baptist Churchy Providence, by Hague, 
History of Warren, by Tustin and Fessenden, 
Sketches of Newport, f 

. Judge Durfee's Historical Discourse, 
Gaspee Documents; 
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s Biography.*' 

Scriptural, Clerical, fyc. ! II v<i , . .:?: : . j^i'IV .t..j. .i; 

I Scripture Biography by Gallmidett, 4 •' *• 7 

I Life of Christ, t ii«*!i7/ " >» " * 

ft Lives of the Apostles and, Early iMartyrs,** •* l4 1 

, L'Butler's Lives of the Saint^iFA*k$rs, and* 'Principal Marty#s, 12 

U Hunter's Sacred Rjagrfyuy, . ' ;'; ! »ip J'fo ,-..-: .M !n-'>i->i\l 

J; Catholic BiograrfriiyV > M x " " l 

1 Book of Benefactors, .,»: * -.,*{ i;wi f >< V«. # ')* 

S* Life of Oberlin. .. *\ A u: >i • ; I . * i* 

I 4< Martyn, ,u.-i;. •• * 

'• Howard, * 1 

44 Wilberforce, ♦ . -V ,.l u«* •■ ' v ^ f 

J 4< Luther, ,.••-.- »T.-[ • « .«. ,:.;. :i ■-';,.,..•:(? * 

i? ,f Fenelon and Madame Guyon,.,,.^ ,.<} 4 » ';. ti - ^ : :. , 1 ^ 

V " Carey, • ,j.-i: ii.::* > i., I • V. .':.-. \ % l 

V li Cranmer, >t« i7 ■■•■kH ^..o^ 1 
f " Brainard, t yi:lt u, ft i«> *;i. »:•-.'•? : ::: *,.. f * 
I M Cheverus, .- in'.r.ii I; ' «• j-- .<*i . » . 1* 
& " Ignatius Loyola, •. :..i/ !•>•<./* s ; «.::•:,:•! *' .'. •> 1 

" Zavi«r, * 

14 Vincent de Paul, .>.*.<•; ; .-.\, : " -A 

I " CJarkson, ,"..[i . f v.* ^ M-r :i •:•• : ; ,r.' ) 

" Woolman, ' •• «.„,'.,.. v;- -.i.i: - 1 

Mrl'JeWYfowkfcivf '",/ '!<, r^:,,!'. •> u-.r'- :\i « , ...*. * 
'*. ^iWifclejiV Miswo^rje^.antl ^j^cl^e^ jto, A»W lca > ) < * 

. , «' v Ware, '(Henry ,*,), <> .| 0/ I - j.'O : . i ■;» -i V : ; • .,- ■/ * 

J " Channing, (W. E.) j.* [[ c ; ir ..;. : ,Vi >;.n™f? 2 

f t fr,'U A> ':-.-< ./ -':.— . >i 

^Plutrach's Lives, ,.••• • ' a !•.•: :.: .!/. t ,'■ -i. ; .-:-.; :.' 4 

T.Lives of Ancient. Bhifc>sojJk«rs, J-;.. • : .1 ! •>- ! '»- - »■• - '-' '- ^ 



I 



H 



;'ii/i i 



1 



Zenophon's Cyrop^dia, 

Famous Men of Ancie^rTiiw^i ; ? ' r 

Life of Aiexa^de^ 1 . r .r >0 ; } i \' o .;;;'; ., : . ,./ ' " •; V '} 

<4 Julius Caesar, . K .. i , : , .; ., .- ..- * 

I u Belizarius, ,i,tM -i-.r .l-'-.j" ..»•;! ...)':.. ^.^"Ii -:••.;; :'• * 
I 4< Mahomet, t f[-»tm' m-.^.u- n;iv. ^ '* '" " ' * 

\U\ii\<,-.i> 1;;v»i;im> h'ii'-l uij'io -..v;:»rir ^'. «»•'.) I- ' • -.: *l '■•:'} 
Modern Biography, (General.) .!..<!! ',i >■..,' ■ 

tDistipguisUd;MenfofModfei:ri'tiniH3s;;, v .'. , n \ «j.i; :v * 

'Georgian Era, or Modern British BiogrtpuJ, .:■ .• / .. -:-i .. . » 4 
i Modern British Plutarch, .■«■- •. 



1 



t Belknap's American Biogrfipliy,;. . ..' ■ j\ ■:.. ■ ! . I ^ 

• Spares American Biography, (First Scries,) ;il j/i: .. v . U .... » ^ ^.10 
<< « «« fSor.nnd Series.^ 13 



baialegu*. Iftf 

i Dwigbt's Signers of the Declaration of Independence, 1 

: Thatcher's Indian Biography, 2 
I 

Artists and Literary and Scientific Men. 

\ Martyrs of Science, by Brewster, 1 

• Distinguished Painters, by Cunningham. . 5 

: Authors of England, or A New Spirit ot the Age, . 1 

' Men of Letters and Science in the reign of George III. 2 

! Life of Dr. Samuel Johnson, by Boswellj 2 

i " Sir Walter Scott, by Lockhart, 5 

*.. " Sir Isaac Newton, by Brewster, 1 

•' Dr. Arnold, 1 

" Lord Byron, by Moore, 2 

" John Foster^ . 1 

" Addison, '" , ' 1 

!. " Cowper, ' 2 

" Leibnitz, 1 

<4 Mozart, 1 

American. 

Life of Columbus, by Irving, 1 

• Lives of Pizarro and Cortes, 1 

< Life of Americanus Vespuciq, 1 

" Capt. John Smith, by Simmis, 1 

'*, William Penn, 1 

1 " Washington, by Bancroft, 2 

< " " Sparks, ,2 
1 Lives of Washington and his Generals, by Headley, 2 
I Life of Jefferson, by Tucker, .2 

" De Witt Clinton, by Renwick, 1 

Lives of Jay and Hamilton, 1 

Lives of American Naval Officers, i 

Life of John Paul Jones, 2 

r Life of Putnam, . 1 

i ,- • 

^English. 

j Life of George Canning, 1 
Statesmen of Commonwealth of Englattd, ■ • ! 1 

Urators ot the Age, ' . 1 

Soutbey's Life ojf Nelson, 1 



iFema^ 



Biography of Pious Women, by Burder, ' • 1 

" Good Wives, by Mrs. Child, 1 

" English Church Women, 1 

Lives of Female Sovereigns, by Mrs. Jameson, 1 

'* the Queens of England, by Agnes 9tri6kh»d, ••- 9 



Lives of Famous Women, by Parley, 


Memoir 


* of Mrs. Hemans, ' 


<« 


Hannah More, 


«c 


Charlotte Elizabeth, 


<c 


Jane Taylor, 


«< 


Empress Josephine, 


*i 


S. L. H. Smith, 


<« 


Isabella <Jraham, 


41 


Mr s. Fry, 


u 


Mrs. Van Lenope, 


li 


Mrs. Duncan, 


u 


Madame D'Arblay, 
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1 
1 
2 
1 

k 

i 
i 
i 
l 
i 
l 

2 

Mechanics and Self- Taught Men. 

Life of Smeaton, and History of Light-Houses, 1 

, Biography of Eli Wheaton, 1 

Memoirs of Samuel Slater, 1 

" a Working Man, 1 

Biography of Self-Taught Men, 2 

Pursuit of Knowledge under Difficulties, 2 

Legal and Medical. 

Eminent British Lawyers, 1 

Lives of the Lord Chancellors of England, 3 

Life of Sir Matthew Hale, 
Memoirs of Chief Justice Marshall, 

" Judge Story, 

Updike's Rhode-Island Bar, 
Thatcher's Medical Biography, 
Williams' " 



voyages ana xrav<J«. 

Circumnavigation of the Globe by Magellan and others, 

Voyages round the Globe, by Cook, 

Parry's Voyages for a Northwest Passage, 

Discoveries in the Polar. Seas* and Regions, 

Voyages of Discovery in the Arctic Regions, from lgt8 to 1840, 

Progress of Discovery in North America, 

Lives and Voyages of Drake, Cavendish and Dampier, 

Seaward's Shipwreck and Discoveries in the Caribbean Sea, 

Mutiny of the Ship Bounty, <tnd Discovery of Pitcairn's Island, 

Narratives of Shipwrecks, . 

Expedition to Siberia and the Polar.Sea, 2 

Dana's Two Years before the Mast, .1 

United States Espioring Expedition, 6 



Atttffag*. 19 V 

Journal of a Naturalist in a Voyage round the World*, 2 

Keppel's Expedition to Borneo, 1 

Travels in China and thfe East, by Mara* Polo, 1 

" to Mount Ararat, by Parrot, 1 

Military Operations in Afghanistan, 1 

Travels in Africa, by Bruce, 1 

14 " MungoPark, 1 

«• •• the Landers, * 

44 *' Denham & Clappenter, 1 

41 Southern Africa, by Moffat, 1 

41 Egypt, Nubia, Arabia Proper, Palestine, by Stephens, 2 

44 " by Pres. Olin, 2 

" '« by Dr. Durbin, 2 

44 Algiers, 1 

Eothen, by Kinglake, 1 

Crescent an<l the Cross, by Warburton, 2 

Travels in Greece, Turkey, &c., by Stephens, 2 

Greece of the Greeks, by Peddicari, 1 

Travels in Italy, by Headly, 1 

44 Switzerland, by Headly, 1 

44 on the Continent of Europe, by Dr. Fisk, 1 

44 u •• « Dr. Durbin, 2 

German Watering Places, by Dr. Granville, 1 

Bubbles, fee., by H*ad, 1 

Notes of a Traveller in Germany, by Laiag, 1 

JRural and Domestic Life in Germany, by Howitt* 1 

Belgium and the Rhine, by Mrs. Trollope, 1 

Travels in the North of Europe, by Dr. Baird, 2 

44 Russia, by Rohl, 1 

" Sweden, &c M by Laing, I 

44 Austria, by Turnbull, 2 

44 Spain, by Barrow, 2 

44 44 by Ford, 2- 

" England, Ireland, and Scotland, Pukler Muskau, 1 

" by Kohl, 1 

44 by Z.Allen, 2 

A Tour in the Manufacturing Districts of England, 1 

Scotland and the Scots, by Sinclair, 1 

Shetland and the ShetJanders, by Sinclair, 1 

Travels in New England, by Dr. Dwight, 4 : 

Society in America, by Miss Martineau, 2 : 

Winter Studies and Summer Rambles in Canada, 2* 

The Emigrant, by Sir Francis Head, 1 

Lewis & Clark's Travels, 2 
Fremont's Exploring Expedition beyomd die 'Rocky MeuntainB, 1 

Gregg's. Commerce of the Prairies, 2 

Travels in California, 1 
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Rambles in Yueataa, .-,...• .'".;;»/ i. :■, :, mn« T . 1 

Stephen's Yucatan and Central Aqwfca,* •, .; ;;.).• \ .;.,,. .»*.j 4 
Hum bolt's Travels and Researches in Central Ameripa, : .,) '-, r 1 
Argentine Republic, ; .t •» 1 

Kidder's Brazil, ' ■ ; : 2 

Howitt's Visits to Remarkable lace&, . ♦ , . ; 2 

America and American People, »• 1 

Miller's Rural Sketches, I 

Paraguay, » 1 

Parker's Tour to the Rocky Mountains, ' • f* 1 

Prairie Land, 1 



Poetry. 






Treatises respecting Poetry. 

Lowjji on Hebrew Poetry, * *\ 1 

Herder's Spirit of Hebrew Poetry, ' ' .*/ 2 
Coleridge on the study of the Greek and Roman Poets, " *• 1 

Hunt's Italian Poets, 2 

Montgomery's Lectures on Poetry, \ 2 

Hazlett's Lectures on English Poetry, 2 



; 'v/f» 



£a/tn and Greek Poets. 

Homer's Iliad and Odessey — translated by Pope, • ' 3 
Virgil's Eclogues, Georgics and JEnead — translated by Dryden, 2 

Peters' Specimen of the Poetry of the Ancients, \ I 

Italian, Spanish, German, fyc. 

• Longfellow's Specimens of the Poetry of Ettrope'/ I 

Tasso — translated by Hunt, ' - " 1 

Dante — translated by Carey, 1 

Schiller, " Bulwer, 1 

i . .1. ' 

British. 

Walsh's British Poets, "50 

Aiken's British Poets, -vl' . * r.i i: . T V 1 

Frost's Continuation of Aikinj .. /'• -ii •' •»•« 1> .••!!•>-.-' I 

'• Griswold's Poetry of England of the XlXth ttedury } -^ 1 

Halleck's Selections from British Poets, ". i*i <"-' r 2 

Lamb's Specimens of the Dramatic Poets, i ? i ' ■:* ' ' ; 2 

Shakspeare's Works', : ; . i : • • 6 

Milton's Poetical Works, ' 2 

Hemans' Poetical Works, . ;-•'.. ■ > : ■ 2 
Pope, Young, Thomson, Cowper, Montgomery, Goldsmith, 
Gray, Campbell, Wordsworth, Coleridge, E: ScottfRog* 

ers, Kirk White, Elliott, .»-!'» \-\. !t .\ 14 



Cataiogur. Itt 

Byron — selections from, 1 

Burns — selections from, 1 

Motherwell's Poems, 1 

American Poets. 

Bryant's Selections from American PoeU, A 

Griswold's American Poetry, I 

Bryant's Poems, 1 

Longfellow's " \ '. * | 

Whittier's M t 
Hillhouse's " .1 

Sigourney's 4i • 

Gould's " I 

Poets of Connecticut, I 

Rhode-Island Book, I 

Miscellaneous and Juvenile. 

Poetry for Home and School, I 

Keble's Christian Year, 1 

Keble's Child's Christian Year, 1 

Lays for the Sabbath, 1 
Hart's Class Book of English Poetry, 
Cleveland's Compendium of English Poetry, 
Taylor's Poems for Infant Minds, 
Beauties of Shakspeare, 
Poetry of the Passions, Affections, Flowers, Sentiment*, 






miscellaneous Works. 

[Under this head will be included many work* which should hsvt 
arranged in other divisions of the Catalogue.] 

» 

Schlegel's History of Literature, 1 

D'Israeli's Curiosities of Literature and Literary Character, 1 

Montgomery's Lectures on General Literature, 1 

Goodrich's Book of Literature, 1 

Sismondi's Literature of the South of Europe, 3 

Hallam's Literature of Europe, during the 16th Century 2 

Berrington's Literary History of the Middle Ages, 1 

Bouterwick's History of Spanish Lrterature, 1 

Hedge's Prose Writers of Germany, 1 

Dunlop's History of Fiction, 5 

Chambers' Cyclopedia of English Literature, 2 

Hart's Class Book of English Prose, 1 

Bacon's (Lord) and Locke's Essays, 1 

Works, ft 

* " Selections from, 1 
4 
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Locke's Works, 9 

" " Selections from, 1 

Jones' (Sir William) Life, L 

11 " Works, ltf 

Mackenzie's Works, 1 

JMIico's Memoirs and Imprisonment, 1 

Montague's Selections from Taylor, Latimer, Barrow, &c. 1 

Addison's Works, 3 

" " Selections from Spectator, 2 

Johnson's (Dr. S.) Works, 2 

l( " " Selections from, by Page, 2 

Goldsmith's Works, 1 

•' " Selections from, with a Life, by Irving, 2 

Hall's (Robert) Works, 3 

. " " " Selections from, • 1 

Burke's Works, 3 

" " Selections from, 1 

Woodfall's Letters of Junius, 2 

Modern British Essayist, 8 

Vol. I. Macauley. 2. Jeffrey. 3. Carlylc. 4. Wilson. 

5. Mackintosh. 6. Sidney Smith. 7. Alison. 8. Talfourd. 

Arnold's (Dr. Thomas) Miscellaneous Works, 1 

Score's (Hannah) Works, 2 

ick's Works, 8 

Foster's Essays on Decision of Character, 1 

Lamb's Essays of Elia, 2 

Hazlitt's Table Talk, 2 

Hunt's Indicator, 1 

" Imagination and Fancy, 2 

Hood's Prose and Verse, 2 

Tupper's Proverbial Philosophy, 2 

Simms' Views and Reviews, 1 

Cheever's American Common Place Book of Prose, 1 

Griswold's Prose Writers of America, 1 

Washington's Life and Writings, 13 

Franklin's Works, 10 

" " Selections from, 2 

Jay's (John) Life and Correspondence, 2 

Madison Papers, 3 

♦Hamilton's Life and Papers, 3 

Jefferson's Correspondence, &c. 4 

Morris's (Gouverneur) Life and Correspondence, 3 

Lafayette's " •' " 2 

Adams' (Mrs. John) Letters, 1 

Edwards' (President) Works, 4 

•Channing's (Dr.) Works, 6 

" f< " Selections from, 1 
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Miscellanies, &«. by Maxcy (President) 1 

" 4< Dr. Humphrey, 1 

" Pres. Waylaud, . ■ ■ * 1 

" *\ Prescott, ' 1 

" "' Everett, J 

Irving's (Washington) Works, 3 

" '« '* Selections from, I 

Rhode-Island Book, 1 

Sullivan's Public Characters of the Revolution, 1 

Eloquence of the United States, 5 

Webster's Speeches, 3 

" '• Selections from, 1 

Clay's Life and Speeches, 2 

Calhoun's " " " 1 
Van Buren's *' " '1 

Jackson's Life, by Kendall, I 

Scott's (Gen.) Life, by Mansfield, 1 

Hillhouse's (J. A.) Discourses, &c. 2 

Penny Magazine, 8 

Chambers' Information for the People, 2 

" Miscellany, 20 
Burgess' (Tristam) Speeches, 
Durfee's (Judge) Works, 
Gallery of Nature, 
Wyatt's Manual of Conchology, 
Agassiz's Natural History, 
Brooks' Elements of Zoology, 
Wilson's Ornithology, 
Humboldt's Cosmos, 
Jameson's (Mrs.) Visits and Sketches, : .2 

Howitt's Homes and Haunts of the Poets, 2 

Wilson's Noctes Ambrosian®, £ 

Lamarttne's History of the Girondists, 2 

Roscoe's Life and Pontificate of Leo X. 2 

" Lorenzo de Medici, 1 

SchlegePs Philosophy of History, 1 

Oaklej's History of the Saracens, * 1 

Schiller's Historical Dramas, 1 

Goethe's Autobiography, 2 

Burney's History of Music, I 

Orators of France, 1 

Modern Traveller, 30 

Ford's Spain and the Spaniards, 2 

Silk, Cotton, Linen, Wool, &c. History of, 1 

Whale Fishery, History of, by Browne, 1 

Manufactures, &c. of the Ancients, 1 

Administrations of Washington and Adams, 2 

Neal's History of the Puritans, 2 

Djvight's (President) Works, 4 
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• Hall'i Puritans and their Principles, 1 

i Paley's Works, 1 

Chalmers' Worfcs, 2 

Bunyan's Works, 3 

" Pilgrim's Progress, • 1 

. Pascal's Works, 1 

Robinson's Biblical Researches, 3 

Grant's American Lady, 1 

Burnap's Sphere and Duties of Woman, 1 

Livermore's Lectures to Young Men, 1 

Todd's Student's Manual, 1 

Geology of Rhode-Island, 1 

Upham on the Intellect and Sensibility, 2 

Watts on the Mind, 1 

Mackintosh's Ethical Philosophy, 1 

Cousin's Psychology, 1 

Jouffroy's Introduction to Ethics, 2 

Stewart's (Dugald) Works, 6 

Cuvier's Animal Kingdom, 4 

Mantell's Wonders of Geology, 2 

Walton's Complete Angler, 1 

. Brougham's (Henry) Speeches, 4 

11 '* ' Historical and Biographical Sketches, 4 

. '* " Critical and Miscellaneous Writings, 1 

Butler's (Charles) Reminiscences, 2 

• Wilkinson's Ancient Egyptians, 2 

Holmes' American Annals, 2 

. Botta's American Revolution, 2 

I Clark's (E. D.) Travels, 8 

Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, 

\ Simms' Life of Marion, 
Wilderness and War Path, 
Classic Tales, 

, Private Purse, 

'. What is to be Done, 

.' Wealth and Worth, 
Flowers for Children, 

\ Little Wreath, 

. Curiosities of Human Nature, 
Kate and Lizzie, 
Favorite Scholar, 

t Facts to Correct Fancies, 
Turns of Fortune, 
Fairy Book, 
American Forest, 

( Tales from the German, 

.-. Harmon id of Nature, 
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Lieber's Political Ethics, % 

History of Printing, 2 

Mignet's French Revolution, 1 

Lingard's History of England, 13 

Parker's Outlines of History, 1 

The Army of the United States, 2 

Whewell's History of the Inductive Sciences, 3 

Manners and Customs of Different Nations, 1 

The World and its Inhabitants, 1 

Lights and Shadows of African History, 1 

" European " 1 

Asiatic " 1 

" '* American " 1 

Jewish Customs, 1 

History of Woman, by Mrs. Child, 1 

Daughters of England, by Mrs. Ellis, 1 

Wives •« 1 

Women " " 1 

Mothers u ". ^ 1 

Woman in America, by Mrs. Graves, 1 

Martin's Book of Sports, 1 

Philosophy in Sport, , 1 

Walker's Manly Exercises, 1 

Lady Equestrian, or the Art of Riding, 1 

The Chess Player's Hand Book, 1 

The Cricketer's Guide, 1 

Paul Preston's Book of Gymnastic 1 

Smith's (Horace) Games, Festivals and Amusements, 1 

Hone's Year Book, 2 

" Every Day Book, 2 

Philosophy of Mystery, .1 

" Magic, 2 

Brewster's Letters on Natural Magic, 1 

Scott's Letters on Witchcraft, 1 

Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, 2 

Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, 1 

Johnson's Rasselas, 1 
Edgeworth's Novels and Tales, ^ 10 

Scott's Novels and Tales, * 27 

k Cervantes' Don Quixotte, . 2 

Lockhart's Valerius, 2 

Irving's Sketch Book, 2 

w Bracebridge Hall, 2 

•' Conquest of Grenada, 2 

Fenelon's Telemachus, 2 

Cooper's Spy, Pilot and Pioneers, t 

Banvard's Juvenile Series, S 

Ocean Scenes, • . 1 
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Judson's (Mrs.) Alderbrook, 

Wilson's (Prof.) Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life, 

« *« Trials of Margaret Lindsey, 

Lee's (Mrs.) Three Experiments in Living, 
Tupper's Crock of Gold, 

44 Twins, 
Abbott's Rollo, Lucy, Marco Paul and Jonas Books, 
Day's Sanford and Merton, 
Sedgwick's (Miss C. M.) Morals of Manners, 

°" " Love Token for Children, 

*< " Home, 

44 Live and let Live, 

• 4 Poor Rich Man &, Rich PoorMan, 

•' Stories for Young Persons, 

* 4 " Hope Leslie, 

" " Linwoods, s 

Wnre's Zenobia, 

Childs' (Mrs,) Letters from New-York, 
u Phjlothea, 
44 *' Flowers for Children, 

Mackintosh's (Miss) Aunt Kitty's Tales, 
44 " Praise and Principle, 

4 * 44 To Seem and to Be, 

44 " The Cousins, 

Edgeworth's (Maria) Popular Tales, 
44 '» Moral Tales, 

44 *' . Rosamond, 

" " Frank, 

" " Harry and Lucy, 

Hoffland's (Mrs.) Son of a Genius, 
Howitt's (Mary) Who shall be Greatest, 
44 4< Hope on, Hope ever, 
" u Strive and Thrive, 
" " Sowing and Reaping, 
Martineau's (Harriet) Peasant and Prince, 
4 » 44 The Crofton Boys, 

44 i% Traditions of Palestine, 

'*. (t Norway and Norwegians, 

Barbauld's (Mrs.) Lessons for Children, 
t( " Prose Hymns, 

u il Evenings at Home, 

Ellis' (Mrs.) First Impressions, 
" " Somerville Hall, 
" ** Dangers of Dining Out, 
Stowe's (Mrs.) May Flower, 
Marry att's (Capt.) Master man Ready, 
Taylor's (Jane) Original Poems for Infant Minds, 
* " " Contributions of Q. a. 
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Taylor's (Jane) Display, 1 

" Pleasures of Taste, 1 

Hall's (Mrs. S. C.) Little Charity Boy, 1 

Gallaudett's (T. H.) Child's Book on the Soul, I 

" ** Scripture Biography, T 

" " Book of Natural Theology, 1 
Trimmer's (Mrs.) The Robbins, . 1 

u " Leading Strings to Knowledge, 1 

Flowers of Fables, 1 

. jEsop's Fables, I 

Anderson's Wonderful Stories, 2 

*' Story of my own Life, 1 

" Improvisatore, .1 

Wilberforce's Agathos, 1 

" Shadow of the Cross, &c. 1 

Marcet's Conversations on Land and Water, I 

Markham's (Mrs.) Histories, 5 

Salathial, 1 

Undine, 1 

Bremer's Home and the Neighbors, 2 

Longfellow's Hyperion, 1 

Kirkland's New Home and Forest Life, 3 

" Western Clearings, 1 

Paulding's Dutchman's Fireside, 2 

" Old Continental, 1 

Bingley's Tales about Travellers, 1 

" Stories about Instinct in Animals, 1 

• " Kings of England, 2 

My Early Days, 1 

Arabian Nights' Entertainments, 3 

Berguin's Children's Friend, 2 

Evenings with the Chroniclers, 1 

Parley's Inquisitive Jack, \ 6 

*' Magazine, 12 

Merry's Museum, 12 

Tales of a Grandfather, 7 

Tales from American History, * 8 

American Courage and Enterprise, 2 

Conversations on the Whale Fishery, 2 

Tales of the American Revolution, 1 

The Swiss Family Robinson, , 1 

The Ornaments Discovered, 1 

History of Lost Greenland, 1 

Woman, an Enigma, 1 

Sargeant's Temperance Tales, 2 

Thiodolf, 1 

Amber Witch, ' 
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Wigwam and the Cabin, 
Sintram and his Companions, 
' William Tell and Homier, 
Fol Jen's (Mrs) Beatitudes, 

" " Black Velvet Bracelet, 

•• '* Annette Barrington, 

Tyler's (Miss A. F.) Leilas, 

*' *' Mary and Florence, 

Aiken's (Dr.) Juvenile Budget opened, 

'* " •' " re-opened, 

Pictures of Early Life, 
Things by their Right Names, 
Country Rambles, 

Hall's Fragments of Voyages, 3 

Baptist Library, 3 

Christian Library, 6 
Selected volumes from the Publications of the American 

Sunday School Union, 100 

Do. of the Protestant Episcopal S. S. Union, 50 

' Do. " " Masachusetts S. S. Union, 50 

Do. " " American Tract Society, 60 

Park's Pantology, 1 

Edinburgh Encyclopedia, 18 

Encyclopedia Britannica, y 22 

Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopedia, 133 

Edinburgh Review, 86 

" " Selections from, 6 

London Quarterly Review, 80 

" " " Selections from, 6 

North American Review, 56 

American Almanac for 1830, 1840 and 1847, 3 

. Library of Useful Knowledge, 20 

Library of Entertaining Knowledge, 40 

Harper's District School Library, 295 

41 Classical Library, 36 

Massachusetts School Library, large series, 26 

" " k< juvenile series, 12 

Wiley & Putnam's Library of Choice Reading, 60 % 

Appleton's Common School Library, 50 

Francis' Library of Entertaining and Useful Reading, 12 

" Instructive Amusement, " 5 

Leavett & Trow's New Library, 10 

Knight's Weekly Volumes, 136 

Bonn's Standard Library, 30 

Bogue's European Library, 30 
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Harper's School District Library of valuable 
Standard Literature. 



Embracing the most approved works in the various departments of human 
knowledge, including History, Voyages and Travels, Biography, Natural Histo- 
ry, the Physical Sciences, Agriculture, Manufactures, Arts, Commerce, Belles- 
Lett res, the History and Philosophy of Education, &c. 18mo, half Sheep. Each 
volume sold separately, at 38 cents. 



1, 2. Paulding's Life of Washington. 

3. Sedgwick's (Miss) Poor Rich Man and 
Rich Poor Man. 

4, 5. The Swiss Family Robinson ; or, Ad- 
ventures of a Father, Mother, and four 
Sons on a Desert Island. 

6, 7. Rennie's Natural History of Insects. 

8. Holland's (Mrs.) Son of a Genius. 

9-11. Robin's (Miss Eliza) Tales from 
American History. 

12. Thatcher's Tales of the American Rev- 
olution. 

13, 14. Lockhart's Life of Napoleon. 

15. Combe's Principles of Physiology. 

16, 17. Thatcher's Indian Traits ; being- 
Sketches of the Manners^ Customs, and 
Character of the North American In- 
dians. 

18. Jameson '8 Discovery in Africa. 

19. Uncle Philip's American Forest; or, 
Conversations about the Trees of Amer- 
ica. 

20. Mudie's Guide to the Observation of 
Nature. 

21. Perils of the Sea : being authentic 
Narratives of remarkable and affecting 
Disasters upon the Deep. 

22. Abercrombie's Essay on the Intellect- 
ual Powers. 

23. Montgomery's Lectures on Literature, 
Poetry, &c. 

24. Dick's Celestial Scenery. 

25. Russell's History of Palestine. 

26. James's Chivalry and the Crusades. 

27. Brewster's Life of Sir Isaac Newton. 

28. Sedgwick's (Miss) Live and Let Live. 

29. 30. Davis's China and the Chinese. 

31. Circumnavigation of the Globe. 

32. Williams's Life o( Alexander the Great. 

33. 34. Euler's Natural Philosophy. 

35. Barrow's Life of Peter the Great. 

36, 37. Russell's Life of Oliver Cromwell. 

38. Disk's Improvement of Society, 

39. Higgius's Physical Condition of the 
Earth. 

40. Abercrombie's Philosophy of the Moral 
Feelings. 

41, 42. Jaminson's (Mrs.) Lives of Celebra- 
ted Female Sovereigns. 

43. Uncle Philip's Conversations about the 
History of Virginia. 

44. Hughs's (Mrs.) Ornaments Discovered. 

45. Uncle Philip's Natural History; or, 
Conversations about Tools and Trades 
among the Inferior Animals. 

I* 



46, 47. Uncle Philip's Account of the 
Whale Fishery and the Polar Seas. 

48. Lives and Voyages of Drake, Caven- 
dish, and Dampier. 

49, 50. Dunlap's History of New-York. 
51, 52. Life and Writings of Franklin. 
53, 54. Buel's Farmer's Instructor. 

55, 56. Pursuit of Knowledge under Diffi- 
culties. 

57. Griscom's Animal Mechanism and 
Physiology. 

58. Natural History of the Elephant. 

59. Vegetable Substances used for the 
Food of Man. 

60-65. Tytler's Universal History. 

66. Moseley's Illustrations of Mechanics. 

67. Leslie's Discovery in the Polar Seas 

68. 69. Paley's Natural Theology. 
70-79. Sparks's American Biography. 

80. Humboldt's Travels. 

81. Goldsmith's History of Greece. 

82. Rennie's Natural History of Birds. 

83. Renwick's Familiar Illustrations of 
Natural Philosophy. 

84. 85. Selections from the Spectator. 

86. Lee's Elements of Geology. 

87. Goldsmith's Hist, of Rome, Abridged. 

88. Armstrong's Treatise on Agriculture. 

89. Rennie's Natural History of Quadru- 
peds. 

90. Chaptal's Agricultural Chemistry. 

91. Dwight's Lives of the Signers of the 
Declaration of independence. 

92-95. Plutarch's Lives. 

96,97. Hale's History of the United States. 

98. Brewster's Natural Magic. 

99. Renwick's Practical Mechanics. 

100. 101. Parrv's Three Voysges for the 
Discovery of a Northwest Passage. 

102-106. Keight ley's England. 

107, 108. Mackenzie's Life of Commodore 
O. H. Perry. 

109, 1 10. Irving's Life and Writings of Oli- 
ver Goldsmith. 

Ill, 112. Murray's Historical Account of 
British America. 

113. Upham on Imperfect and Disordered 
Mental Action. 

114. Bryant's Selections from American 
Poets. 

115. 116. Halleck's Selections from British 
Poets. 

117. Floriao's Moors in Spain. 

118, 119. Lives of Distinguished Men of 
Modern Times. 
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[20. Nott'fl Counsels to the Young. 
21. Head's Life and Travels of Bruce. 
.22, 123. Life of Dr. Johnson, with Selec- 
tions from his Writings. 

24. Potter's Political Economy. 

25. Life and Travels of Mungo Park. 

26. Brougham's Pleasures and Advanta- 
ges of Science. 

27. Dana's Two Years before the Meat. 

28. Uncle Philip's Conversations about 
the Lost Colonv of Greenland. 

29. 130. Gaylord and Tucker's American 
Husbandry. ., 

31, 132. Uncle Philip's Conversations 
about the History of Massachusetts. 

33, 134. Uncle Philip's Conversations 
about the History of New Hampshire. 

35. Dick's Sidereal Heavens. 

.36. Renwick's First Principles of Chem- 
istry. 

37. Russell's Barbary Slates. 

38. The Family Instructor, &c. 

39. D wight's History of Connecticut. 

40. Sedgwick's (Miss) Stories for Young 
Persons. 

41-143. Crowe's History of France. 
44, 145. Scott's History of Scotland. 
46-148. Belknap's American Biography. 

49. Siebold's Japan and the Japanese. 

50, 151. Segur's History of Napoleon's 
Expedition to Russia. 

52. Brewster's Lives of Galileo, Tycho 
Brahe, and Kepler. 

53, 154. Sargent's American Adventure 
by Land, and Sea. 

55. History of Iceland, Greenland, and 
the Faroe Islands. 

56. Fenelon's Ancient Philosophers. 
67. Lossing's History of the Fine Arts. 
58. Davenport's Perilous Adventures. 
.59. Lanman's History of Michigan. 

60, 161. Bucke's Rums of Ancient Cities. 

62, Lieber'e Essays on Property and La- 
bor. 

63. Bucke's Beauties, Harmonies, and 
Sublimities of Nature. 

64. 165. History of Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway. 

66. White's Natural History of Selborne. 

67. WrangelPs Expedition to Siberia 
68, 169. Thatcher's Lives of the Indians. 

70. Bacon's Essay's and Locke on the 
Understanding. 

71, 172. Lander's Travels in Africa. 

73. Memes's Memoirs of the Empress 

Josephine. 
.74, 175. Henry's Epitome of the History 

of Philosophy. 
.76. James's History of Charlemagne. 
77, 178. Hazen's Popular Technology. 
.79. Scott's Letters on Demonology and 

Witchcraft. 
.80. Bunner's History of Louisiana. 

81. Court and Camp of Bonaparte. 

82. Fletcher's History' of Poland. 

83. Maury's Principles of Eloquence. 
.84. Graves's (Mrs. A. J.) Woman in Amer- 
ica* 



185. Russell's Nubia and Abyssinia. 

186. Barrow's Description of Pitcaim's Isl- 
and, and the Mutiny of the Bounty. 

187. Fraser's Historical and Descriptive 
Account of Persia. 

188. Cooper's Xenophon's Expedition of 
Cyrus. 

189. Sisraondi's Italian Republics. 

190. History of Switzerland. 

191-195. Dunham's History of Spain and 
Portugal. 

196. Renwick's Natural Philosophy. 

197. Stowe's (Mrs. H. B.) Mayflower. 
198, 199. Lewis and Clark's Travels. 

200. M'Intosh's (Miss M. J.) Conquest and 
Self-Conquest. 

201. Frasers Mesopotamia and Assyria. 

202. What's to be Done ? 

203-205. Spalding's History of Italy and 
the Italian Islands. 

206. Sea ward's Narrative of his Ship- 
wreck. 

207. Tytler's Discovery in N. America. 

208. Wealth and Worth. 

209. Smith's History of Education. 

210. Hofland's (Mrs.) Young Crusoe. 

211. Cook's Voyages round the World. 

212. Sedgwick's (Miss C. M.) Means and 
Ends. • 

213. Robertson's America, Abridged. 

214. Ferguson's History of the Roman Re- 
public, Abridged. 

215. Sedgwick's (Miss) Love Token. 

216. Paley's Evidences of Christianity. 

217. Johnson's Economy of Health. 

218. Day's Sandford and Merton. 

219. Robertson's Charles V., Abridged. 

220. Combe on the Constitution of Man. 

221. M' In tosh's (Miss M. J.) Woman an 
Enigma. 

222. Butler's Analogy of Religion. 

223. The Twirl Brothers. 

224. Russell's History of Polynesia. 

225. Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. 
226,227. Stone's Border Wars of the 

American Revolution. 
228. Cock's American Poultry-book. 
229-231. Cunningham's Lives of Eminent 

Painters. 

232. Duer's Constitutional Jurisprudence 
of the United States. 

233, 234. Sraedley's Sketches from Vene- 
tian History. 

235. Howitt's (Mary) Who shall be Great- 
est? 

236, 237. Leland's Demosthenes. 
238-240. Turner's Sacred History of the 

World. 

241. Michelet's Modern History. 

242. Potter's Hand-book for Readers 

243. Edgeworth's (Miss) Rosamond. 

244. 245. Edgeworth's (Miss) Moral Tales. 
246, 247. Whewell's Elements of Morality 

and Polity. 

248. Dendy's Philosophy of Mystery. 

249. Holmes's Life, &c, of Mozart. 

250. Dick's Practical Astronomer. 

251, 252. Mackenzie's Life of Paul Jones. 
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253. Parrot's Ascent of Mount Ararat. 

254. Feuerbach's Remarkable German 
Criminal Trials. 

255. 256. Darwin's Voyage of a Naturalist 
round the World. 

257. Farnham'8 (Mrs.) Life in Prairie 
Land. 

258. Barrow's Three Voyages within the 
Arctic Regions. 

259. Somerville (Mary) on the Physical 
Sciences. 

260. Biblical Legends of the Mussulmans. 

261. Bell's Life of Hon. 6. Canning. 

262. Taylor's Modern British Plutarch. 

263. Kennel's Expedition to Borneo. 

264. Schiller's Thirty Years' War. 

265. Moore's Use of the Body in Relation 
to the Mind. 

266* Schiller's History of the Revolt of the 

Netherlands. 
267, 268. Sal verte's. Philosophy of Magic. 

269. Francis's Orators of the Age. 

270. Moore's Power of the Soul over the 
Body. 

271. Flowers of Fable. 

272. Ellis's (Mrs.) Temper and Tempera- 
ment. 

273. Voyages round the World. 



274. M'Intosh's (Miss M. J.) Praise and 
Principle. 

275. Murray's Travels of Marco Pdlo. 

276. Cate's (Miss E. J.) Year the with 
Franklins. 

277. Smith's (H.) Festivals, Games, &c. 

278. Frost's Beauties of English History. 

279. M'Intosh's (Miss) The Cousins. 

280. Frost's Beauties of French History. 

281. Isabel ; or, the Trials of the Heart. 

282. History of the American Revolution ; 
edited by Rev. J. L. Blake. 

283. Blake's Juvenile Companion. 

284. Parental Instruction. 

285, 286. Bell's Life of Mary Queen of 
Scots. 

287. Dana's (Mrs.) Young Sailor. 

288. Alden's Elizabeth Benton. 

289. Hutton's Book of Nature Laid Open : 
edited by Rev. J. L. Blake. 

290. Salkeld's Grecian and Roman Anfc 
quities. 

291. Sketches of the Lives of Distinguish- 
ed Females. 

292. Ticknor's Philosophy of Living. 

293. Keeping House and Housekeeping. 

294. Home's New Spirit of the Age. 

295. Southey's Lift of Lord Nelson. 



The School Library. 

SAMCTIOMII) BT THI MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF SDUCATIOV. 



12mo Series.— Comprising 26 vols., neatly half bound. Price 75 cents per 
volume. Juvenile Series. — Comprising 12 vols. 18mo, neatly half bound. 
Price 37} cents per volume. 



12mo Series. 

1. Irving's Life of Columbus. 

2, 3. Paley's Natural Theology. 
4-6. Lives of Celebrated Individuals. 
7-10. Duncan's Sacred Philosophy of the 

Seasons. 

11, 12. Bigelow on' the Useful Arts. 

13. Story's Exposition of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

14, 15. Pursuit of Knowledge under Diffi- 
culties. 

16. Buel's Farmer's Companion. 

17. Lieber's Great Events. 

18. Saussure's Fireside Friend. 

19. Everett's Practical Education. 

20. Olmsted's Letters on Astronomy. 

21. Potter's Science applied to the Domes- 
tic Arts, &c. 

22-25. Muller's History of the World. 
26. fieecher's (Miss C. M.) Treatise on 
Domestic Economy. 



Juvenile Series, 

1. Embury's (Mrs. C. E.) Pictures of Early 
Life. 

2. Taylor's (Jane) Pleasures of Taste, and 
other Stories. 

3. Sedgwick's (Miss C, M.) Means and 
Ends. 

4. Aikin's (Dr.) and Barbauld's (Mrs.) 
Juvenile Budget Opened. 

5. Lee's (Miss M. E.) Historic Tales for 
Youth. 

6. Barbauld's (Mrs.) Things by their Right 
Names. 

7. Scenes in Nature. 

8. Aikin's (Dr.) and Barbauld's (Mrs.) Ju- 
venile Budget Re-opened. 

9. Ellet's (Mrs. E. F.) Rambles about the 
Country. 

10. Berquin's Child's Friend. 

11. Lives of Columbus and Yespucius. 

12. Lives of Balboa, Cortex, and Pizajro. 
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Appleton's Common School Library. 

This Library comprises two Series, of twenty-five volumes each, substantially 
bound in full sheep. Each Series is »old separately for $7.50 

First Series. 
Work and Wages._ By Mary Rowitt Tired of Housekeeping. By T. S. Arthur. 

Early Friendship. By Mrs. Copley. 

The Poplar Grove. do. 

First Impressions. By Mrs. Ellis. 

Dangers of Dining Out. do. 

SomervUie Hall. do. 

Life of Henry Hudson. By the author of Uncle 
Philip. 

Adventures of Capt. John Smith. By do. 

Life and Adventures of Hernan Cortes. By do. 

Dawnings of Genius. By Anne Pratt 

Keightley's Mythology of Greece and Rome. 
Series. 

Settlers in Canada. 2 vols. By Capt. Marryatt. 

The Crofton Boys. By Harriet Martlneau. 

Adventures of Daniel Boone. 

Philip Randolph. A Tale of Virginia. By Mary 
Gertrude. 

Rowan's History of the French Revolution. 2 vols. 

Southey's Life of Oliver Cromwell. 

Boy's Manual — containing the Principles of Con- 
duct, Ate. 

Girl's Manual. do. do. 

Minister's Family. By Mrs. Ellis. 

Liebig's Familiar Letters on Chemistry. 



Little Coin much Care. 


do. 


Which is the Wiser? 


do. 


Who shall be Greatest 1 


do. 


Hope on. Hope ever. 


do. 


Strive and Thrive. 


do. 


Sowing and Reaping. 


do. 


Alice Franklin. 


do. 


Peasant and Prince. By Harriet Martlneau. 


The Twin Sisters. By Mrs. Sandham. 



Mastennan Ready. Capt. Marryatt, 3 vols. 
Looking-glass for the Mind. Many plates. 

Second 
My Own Story. By Mary Howitt 

The Two Apprentices. do. 

Love and Money. do. 

No Sense like Common Sense, do. 
My Uncle, the Clockmaker. do. 

The Farmer's Daughter. By Mrs. Cameron. 
Young Student. By Madame Guizot, 3 vols. 
Domestic Tales. By Hannah More. 
Rural Tales. do. 

Woman's Worth; or, Hints to Raise the Female 

Character. 
Toung Man from Home. By J. A. James. 



1. Eothen. 

2. Amber Witch. 

3. Undine and Sintram. 
4 At 5. Hazlitt's Table Talk. 

6. " Shak*peare. 

7. " Elizabeth. 

8. Imagination and Fancy. 
0. French in Algiers. 



Wiley & Putnam's School .District Library of Choice 

Reading. 

This Library comprises three Series, of twenty volumes each, substantially bound 
in half roan, cloth sides. Price, per Series, $10.00. 

First Series. 

1 0. Bubbles from the Brunnen*v of Nassau. 

1 1 At 12. Crescent and the Cross. 
13 At 14. Hood's Prose and Verse. 

15. Crock of Gold. 

16. Wilson's Bums. 

17 At 18. Lamb's Elia. 

19. Hend ley's Italy. 

20. African Cruiser. 

Second Series. 

1 At 2. Life of the Great Conde*. ] 2. Hazlitt's English Poets. 

3 at 4. Indicator and Companion. 13 At ] 4. Proverbial Philosophy. x 

5 At fl. Zchnkhe'8 Tales. 15. Father Ripa in China. 

7 At 6. Hazlitt's Table Talk. Sd Series. 16 At 17. Excursions on the Rhine. 

0. Montagu's Selections. 18. Tales. ByE.A Poe. 

10. Twins and Heart. ByTupper. 10. Cheever's Mont Blanc. 

11. Hazlitt's Comic Writers. 20. Western Clearings. By Mrs. Kirkland. 

Third Stries. 

12 At 13. The Wigwam and the Cabin. 

14. Cheever's Jungfrau. 

15. The Wilderness and War-Path, 
16 At 17. Lamb's Dramatic Specimens. 

18 At 19. Thiodolf the Icelander. 
20. Views and Reviews. BySimms. 



1 to 4. Carlyle's CromwelL 
5 At 6. Walton's Lives. 
7 At 8 v Beckford's Italy. 
t ,0. Vicar of Wakofleld. 

10. Ancient Moral Tales. 

11. The Alps and the Rhine. 



1. Folio learning to talk. 
3. Rollo learning to read. 

3. Rollo at work. 

4. Rollo at play. 
Lucy Books, 6 vols. 



Abbott's Juvenile Series. 

Rollo Books — 14 volumes. 

5. Rollo at school. 0. Rollo's museum. 

6. Rollo's vacation. 10. Rollo's correspondence. 

7. Rollo's travels. 11 to 14. Rollo's philosophy. 

8. Rollo's experiments. 4 volumes. 
Marco Paul Books, 4 vols. Jonas Books, 6 vols. 
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The foregoing Catalogue is necessarily imperfect, but if consulted in 
connection with a personal examination of the books in the Commission- 
er's office, and with such explanations as he is prepared to give, it will 
answer the purpose for which it was prepared — an aid to those who have 
not had much experience in purchasing books for libraries. 

Rules and Regulations for the use and preservation of a Library. 

The rules to be adopted for the use and preservation of the books of a 
library, will depend much on the character of the library, and the man- 
ner in which it is owned. It was our intention to prepare a specimen of 
rules, adapted to Town, District, and Incorporated Company Libraries, 
but with the pressure of other duties, we can now only call the attention 
of our readers to such as have been adopted in other states, and which 
we have collected to aid in our original plan. On the establishment of a 
Library in any town or district, either under the School Law, or the Act 
relating to Libraries, or by a voluntary association, we shall, when called 
on, be ready aud happy to render any assistance in our power. 

The following Regulations relate to Libraries belonging to School 
Districts, in the State of New York, and were drawn up by Hon. John 
C. Spencer in 1839, Superintendent of Common Schools, who is 
clothed with power to make and enforce " regulations upon all persons 
and officers having charge of School Libraries or using the books thereof." 
As originaly published, they were accompanied by a Circular, expla- 
natory of the objects, of School Dictrict Libraries ; also by a set of 
Regulations, (designated No. 1.) respecting the principles to be regarded 
in the selection of books, and the duties of Librarian and Trustees. By 
Articles III and IV, it is made the duty of the Librarian to make out a 
complete Catalogue of all the books contained in the library which must 
be verified by the Trustees at least once a year. The Librarian is charg- 
able for the value of any book lost, or injured. The following are Arti- 
cles VII and VIII, of Regulations No. 1. 

VII. The Librarian must cause to be pasted iweach book belonging to the library,: a 
printed or written label, or must write in the first blank leaf of each book, specifying 
that the book belongs to School District No. , in the town of , naming the town 
and giving the number of the district; and he is on no account to deliver out any book 
which has not such printed or written declaration in it. He is also to cause .all the 
books to be covered with strong wrapping paper, on the back of which is to be written 
the title of the pook, and its number in large figures. As new books are added, the 
numbers are to be continued, and they are in no case to be altered ; so that if a book be 
lost, its number and title mast still be continued 4>n the catalogue, with a note that it is 
missing. 

VIII. The Librarian must keep a blank book, that may be ruled across the width x>f 
the paper, so as to leave five eolumns of the proper size for the following entries, to be 
written length wise 'of the paper:— in the first column, the date of the delivery of any 
book to any inhabitant; in the second, the title of the book delivered, and its number; 
in the third, the name of the person to whom delivered ; in the fourth, the date of its - 
return ; and in the fifth, remarks respecting its condition, in the following form :— 
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Time of delivery. 
1839, June 10. 



Title and No. of Book. I To whom. 



History of Virginia. 43. | T. Jones. 



When returned. I Condition. 



20th June. I Good. 



The proper width of each column can be ascertained by writing the different entries 
on a half sheet of paper, and seeing how much room they respe~ti?ely occupy. 

Regulations for the use of the Books in District Libraries, prescribed by 
the Superintendent of Common Schools, pursuant to the third section of 
the " Act respecting School District Libraries " passed April I5M, 1839. 

I. The Librarian has charge of the books, and is responsible for their 
preservation and delivery to his successor. 

II. A copy of the catalogue required to be made out by Articles III. 
and IV. of Regulations No. I., to be kept by the Librarian, open to the 
inspection of the inhabitants of the district at all reasonable times. It 
will be found convenient to affix a copy of it on the door of the book- 
case containing the library. 

III. Books are to be delivered as follows : — 
1st. Only to inhabitants of the district. 

2d. One only can be delivered to an inhabitant at a time ; and any one 
having a book out of the library must return it before he can receive 
another. 

3d. No person upon whom a fine has been imposed by the Trustees 
under those Regulations, can receive a book while such a fine remains 
unpaid. 

4th. A person under age cannot be permitted to take out a book unless 
he resides with some responsible inhabitant of the district ; nor can he 
then receive a book if notice has been given by his parent or guardian, or 
the person with whom he resides, that they will not be responsible for 
books delivered such minor. 

IV. Every book must be returned to the library within fourteen days 
alter it shall have been taken out ; but the same inhabitant may again 
take it, unless application has been made for it, while it 'was so out of 
the library, by any person entitled, who has not previously borrowed the 
same book, in which case such applicant shall have a preference in the 
use of it. And where there have been several such applicants, the pre- 
ference shall be according to the priority in time of their applications, to 
be determined by the Librarian. 

V. If a book be not returned at the proper time, the Librarian is to re- 
port the fact to the Trustees ; and he must also exhibit to them every 
book which has been returned injured by soiling, defacing, tearing, or in 
any other way, before such book shall be again loaned out, together with 
the name of the inhabitant in whose possession it was when so injured. 

VI. The Trustees of School Districts, being by virtue of their office 
Trustees of the library, are hereby authorized to impose the following 
fines : — 

< 1st. For each day's detention of a book, beyond the time allowed by 
these regulations, six cents, but not to be imposed for more than ten days 1 
detention. 

2d. For the destruction or loss of a book, a fine equal to the full value 
of the book, or of the set, if it be one of a series, with the addition to 
4uch value of ten cents for each volume. And on the payment of such 
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fine, the party fined shall be entitled to the residue of the series. If he 
has also been fined for detaining such book, then the said ten cents shall 
not be added to the value. 

3d. For any injury which a book may sustain after it shall be taken 
out by a borrower and before its return, a fine may be imposed of six cents 
for every spot of grease or oil upon the cover or upon any leaf of the 
volume ; for writing in or defacing any book, not less than ten cents, nor 
more than the value of the book ; for cutting or tearing the cover, or the* 
binding, or any leaf not less than ten cents nor more than the value of the 
book. 

4th. If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it eannot be 
read, or if any thing be written in the volume, or any other injury done to 
it which renders it unfit for general circulation, the Trustees will consider 
it a destruction of the book, and shall impose a fine accordingly, as above 
pr ovided in case of loss of a book. 

5th. When a book shall have been detained seven days beyond the 
fourteen days allowed by these Regulations, the Librarian shall give no- 
tice to the borrower to return the same within three days. If not returned 
at that time, the Trustees may consider the book lost or destroyed, and 
may impose a fine for its destruction, in addition to the fines for its deten- 
tion. 

VII. But the imposition of a fine for the loss or destruction of a book, 
shall not prevent the trustees from recovering such book in an action of 
replevin, unless such fine shall have been paid. 

VIII. When, in the opinion of the Librarian, any fine has been incurred 
by any person under these Regulations, he may refuse to deliver any book 
to the party liable to such fine, until the decision of the Trustees upon 
such liability be had. 

IX. Previous to the imposition of any fine, two days' written or verbal 
notice is to be given by any Trustee, or the Librarian, or any other person 
authorized by either of them, to the person charged, to show cause why 
he should not be fined for the alleged offense or neglect. And if within 
that time good cause be not shown, the Trustees shall impose the fine 
herein prescribed. Nothing shall be deemed good cause, but the fact that 
the book was as much injured when it was taken out by the person 
charged, as it was when he returned it. As the loss arising from an 
injury, even by inevitable accident, must fall on some one, it is more just 
that it should be borne by the party whose duty it was to take care of the 
volume, than by the district. Negligence can only be prevented, and dis- 
putes can only be avoided, by the adoption of this rule. 

X. It is the special duty of the Librarian to give notice to the borrower 
of a book that shall be returned injured, to show cause why he should 
not be fined. Such notice may be given to the agent of the borrower who 
returns the book ; and it should always be given at the time the book is 
returned. 

XI. The Librarian is to inform the Trustees of every notice given by 
him to show cause against the imposition of a fine ; and they shall assem- 
ble at the time and place appointed by him, or by any notice given by 
them, or any one of them, and shall hear the charge and defence. They 
are to keep a book of minutes, in which every fine imposed by them, and 
the cause, shall be entered and signed by them, or the major part of them. 
Such original minutes, or a copy certified by them, or the major part of 
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them, or by the clerk of the district, shall be conclusive evidence of the 
fact that a fine was imposed, as stated in such minutes, according to these 
Regulations. 

XII. It shall be the duty of the Trustees, to prosecute promptly for 
the collection of all fines imposed by them. Fines collected for the de- 
tection of books, or for injuries to them, are to be applied to defray the 
expense of repairing the books in the library. Fines collected for the loss 
or destruction of any book, or of a set or series of books, shall be applied 
to the purchase of the same or other suitable books. 

XIII. These Regulations being declared by law u obligatory upon all 
persons and officers having charge of such libraries, or using or possessing 
any of the books thereof," it is expedient that they should be made 
known to every borrower of a book. And for that purpose a printed 
copy is to be affixed conspicuously on the case containing any library, or 
on one of such cases, if there be several ; and the Librarian is to call the 
attention to them of any person on the first occasion of his taking out a 
book. * * * 

The following is a copy of the Regulations which we prepared for the 
Library in District No. 6, in the First School Society of Hartford. 

I. The District Committee for the time being, shall be held responsible for the pres- 
ervation of the Lioiary, and shall cause to be made out, one or more catalogues of the 
books, to be kept by the Librarian, and to be open to the inspection of the inhabitants of 
the District at all reasonable times. ' 

II. The Teacher for the time being, or any other person residing in the district, may 
be entrusted with the charge of the Library, and held responsible for the preservation 
and delivery of the books, under such regulations as the District Committee may pre- 
scribe, not inconsistent with the regulations of the District. 

III. The Library shall be open for the delivery of books on Wednesday and Satur- 
day of each week, unless otherwise directed, at such hour as the District Committee may 
designate. 

IV. Any inhabitant of the District, who shall express a willingness to comply with 
the regulations which may from time to time be prescribed l?y the District, and has paid 
up all fines duly imposed, and any minor residing in the District, whose parents, guard- 
ian, or any other inhabitant, will become responsible for any fines which may be impo- 
sed for the damage or detention of books taken by such minor, shall be entitled to the 
privileges of the Library. 

V. Every person entitled to the privileges of the Library, may draw one book, and 
one only at a time, and retain the same for two weeks and no longer ; but the same per- 
son may, after returning a book to the Librarian, take it again, unless application has 
been made for it by someone who had not previously borrowed the same, who shall, in 
that case, be entitled to its use. 

VI. Any person who shall detain a book longer than fourteen days, shall forfeit and 
pay to the Librarian, two cents for each day's detention, until the fine shall equal the 
value of the book, and at the expiration of such time, due notice shall be given by the 
Librarian to the borrower, to return such book withirt three days, and in case of its 
longer detention, the full value of the book, or of the set to which it belongs, shall be 
charged to the borrower, and on the payment of such fine, the book or set may be claimed 
and taken by the borrower. 

VII. Any person, who shall injure or deface any book belonging to the Library, 
shall forfeit and pay such sum*as shall be assessed by the District Committee or the 
Librarian, with the liberty of appeal to the District Committee ; provided the sum so 
assessed, shall not exceed the full value of the book, or of the set, if it belongs to one ; 
and all fines either for detention or damage of books, shall be applied to the benefit of the 
Library. 

VIII. No book shall be taken away from the Library, until the name or the number 
of the book, the name of the person taking it, and the day on which it is taken, are 
entered in a book to be provided for that purpose, and every person shall be held resporv 
stole for any book charged to him, anUl he fees the above entry erased, or crossed, on 
Jam mireJAc the hook to 4w .Librarian, 
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IX- Shich books m may have been, or may hereafter be; given to the Library, wkh 
the understanding that they were to be accessible to teachers or other persons, residing 
without the District, will be to such extent excepted from the operation of the rules and 
regulations, and such books as the District Committee may specially direct to be retained 
in the Library, shall not be delivered to .any person, without a written permission from 
the Committee. 

X. The District Committee shall, at the close of their official year, and at such 
other times as may be required, make a report to the District -on the condition of the 
Library. 

By a By-Law of the '«• Public School Society/' of the City of New- 
York, it is provided that there shall be a library in every Public School 
building under the following 

* " Rules and Regulations." 

" 1. The Library shall be kept m the Male Department of each Public SchooL 

"9. The male teacher, or his assistant, shall act in all eases as principal librarian— 
the female teacher, or her assistant, as librarian for her department. A blank book 
shall be furnished them, in which it shall be their duty to enter by its number, every 
book given out, the name of the pupil to whom given, with age, date of delivery, and 
return of each book, with appropriate remarks. 

"3. The time of giving out books shall be Friday of each week, after school hours ; 
the time of returning them, on Friday morning. The pupils, on returning books, shall, 
if another be wanted, place a piece of paper in the book returned, containing a series of 
catalogue numbers, showing their 1st, 2d, 3d, &c, choice, and it shall be the duty of the 
librarian to assist and advise them in the selection of books suited to their capacities, 
and on their return, to question them, so far as opportunity may permit, as to the subject 
matter they contain. 

" 4. All duodecimo volumes, and those of smaller size, may be retained two weefcs— 
those of octavo size, four weeks. 

" 5. The use of the library to be open to all children attending the schools, with the 
privilege of drawing such books, subject to the softad discretion and advice of the libra* 
rian, as they can read underatandingly. 

"6. The Library Committee, or a Special Committee to be appointed for the pur- 
pose, shall attend at the Spring and Fall examination of the schools, for the purpose of 
making a thorough examination into the state and condition of the libraries, and of re- 
ceiving from each librarian, such report as shall be required, on a blank form furnished 
for the purpose ; and it shall be the duty of said committee to make out an abstract report 
of the whole, with such remarks and suggestions as they may deem advisable, to the 
Board in the Spring, and to the Executive Committee in the Fall, at the first meeting of 
each after the completion of said examination ; the books in each library to be called in 
previously to the examination of each school respectively.' 1 

The following Rules for the Library and {Leading Room owned by an 
Incorporated Association were drawn up by us a few years since, and 
have worked well. They may serve as a guide to similar associations in 
this State. 

Rules of the Library. 

1. It shall be the duty of the Librarian to attend at the rooms of the 
Institute every day, Sundays excepted, from 10 o'clock A. M., until 10 
P. M., to take charge of the Library and Reading Room, and other prop- 
erty of the Institute. He shall observe the Instructions which may be 
given him by the Executive Committee, and take care that all the regu- 
lations relating to the Library and 'Reading Room are strictly observed. 

2. Every member of the Institute, who shall have paid all sums due 
from him to the Institute, ana made good all damage and loss which he 
may have occasioned, and any person by paying 92,00 a year m advance 
to the Librarian,) shall be entitled, to all the privileges of the Library and 
Reading Room. ' 

6 
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3. The Library shall be opeti for the delivery and receipt of Books,, 
everyday, Sundays excepted, from 10 A. M. until 9 P. M. 

4. No book shall be taken from the Library Room without the consent 
of the Librarian, and until the name of the person taking it, together with 
the title or number of the book is duly entered, if to be read or consulted 
in the Reading Room, on a slate, — if to be taken home, in a book to be 
kept for that purpose ; and every person will be held responsible for any 
book charged to him, unless he sees the above entry erased, or returned 
written against it^on his returning the book to tjie Librarian. 

5. Every person entitled to the privileges of the Library rnay have the 
use of two books and no more, at one time, and may retain the same for 
two weeks, and no longer, unless renewed at the end of that time for a 
week. 

6. Any person who shall retain a book longer than two "reeks, unless 
renewed, and in that case longer than three weeks, shall forfeit and pay 
to the Librarian, for every day of the first week of such detention, two> 
cents, and for every day of each succeeding week the forfeiture shall be 
doubled. 

7. Any person who shall injure, deface, or fail to return any book be- 
longing to the Library, shall forfeit and pay such sum as shall be assessed 
by the Librarian, with the liberty of an appeal to the Executive Commit- 
tee, for such default or damage ; and if the work lost or injured be one of 
a set, he shall pay the full value of said set, and may then receive the 
remaining volumes as his property. 

8. Such books as may from time to time be specially designated by the 
Executive Committee, shall not be taken from the Library, excep by 
their permission, and on such conditions as they may prescribe. 

Rules of the Reading Room* 

1. Any member of the Institute may introduce a friend, not a resident 
of to the privileges of the Reading Room, for the term of four 
weeks, who shall receive a ticket of admission from the Librarian, and 
whose name, together with that of the member introducing him, shall be 
registered in a book provided for that purpose. 

2. Any person entitled to the privileges of the Reading Room,- may 
draw from the Library any book to be read or consulted in the Reading 
Room, on the Librarian's entering his name, together with the title and 
number of the book, on a slate. 

3. No periodical, pamphlet, or book of reference which may be placed 
in the Reading Room, shall be taken from the same without a permission 
in writing from the Executive Committee. 

4. Any person who shall mutilate or deface the periodicals, or pamph- 
lets, or books of the Reading Room, shall be liable to a fine equal to the 
value thereof. 

5. No loud conversation shall be allowed in the Reading Room, and 
any conduct inconsistent with perfect order and decorum, shall subject 
the offender to a deprivation of the privileges of the same. 

LIBRARY OF REFERENCE. 

It is to be hoped that a Library of Reference will soon be provided for 
every school. The following rules adopted for libraries of this charac- 
ter, in one of the Grammar Schools of Providence, will be found useful 
elsewhere. 
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This book belongs to the Arnold*street Grammar School Library of Re- 
ference books, furnished at the public expense, for the use of all the 
leathers <md pupils, in the scJieoL ■ 

No books' shall ba drawn from the Library except by teachers, who 
may take any book for their own. use, or that of their pupils, by merely 
inserting in a blank book kept in the Library for the purpose, the dot* of 
drawing, the ti{le of the book and the name of the drawer. - x 

Pupils wishing to use any of these books may apply to their teachers, 
who will draw the books for them ; and all pupils thus using Library 
Books are responsible for their safe keeping and return to their teachers, 
and also for any injuries that may be done to the books while in their 
possession. 

Pupils are not allowed to lend ? to others, books which may have been 
drawn for themselves, without permission from the teacher who drew the 
books. 

All books must be drawn before school, or during the times of recess 
in the room where the books are kept, and all books must be returned 
every day, after school, and the word " returned," written in the blank 
book on the line where the book is charged. 

No person is allowed to carry any Library Book out of the school 
building. All pupils neglecting to observe these regulations, or in any 
way misusing a Library Book, may be deprived of the use of the Library 
for each length of time as the Principal may specify. 



NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
The subject of a Normal School is distinctly and ably presented to the 
consideration of the members of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction, 
and of the citizens of the State, in the Report of tlie Executive Commit- 
tee. Under this head we intended to have presented a plan which should 
include a number of agencies which have been tried separately in this 
State and elsewhere, and found successful, in one system, under the name 
of the "State Normal School and Rhode Island Institute of In- 
struction." By such an Institution, it is believed, that all which has 
thus far been accomplished for the professional education and training of 
teachers, the awakening of public interest, and the diffusion of intelligence 
among the people on the subject of schools and education, by the circu- 
lation of books and pamphlets, public addresses, courses of popular lec- 
tures, teachers' institutes, associations and meetings, itinerating normal 
school agencies and normal schools, can be more systematically accom- 
plished, than has yet been done in any other state. The munificent offer 
Dy Charles Potter, Esq. of Providence, of the* building known as the 
Tockwotton House, (which cost originally between sixty and seventy 
thousand dollars,) for the purpose of a Normal School, on condition that 
a permanent fund, sufficiently large to meet the annual expenses of such 
a school, should be provided, has placed it in the power of the Legisla- 
ture, and of the friends of educational improvement in Rhode Island, to 
take a long stride upward and onward in the work in which they are 
now engaged. We shall make the development of this plan the subject 
of a special communication to the Legislature, and in the mean time we 
give the history and organization of the Normal Schools of Massachusetts 
and New York. 
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Statb Normal School* in Massachusetts. 

The following brief account of the history and organization of 
the State Normal Schools, in Massachusetts, is copied from the 
" Tenth Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of Educa- 
tion."^ 

" In a communication made by the Secretary of the Board of Education 
to the Legislature, dated March 12, 1838, it was stated that private mu- 
nificence had placed at his disposal the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be 
expended, under the direction of the Board of Education, for qualifying 
teachers for our Common Schools, on condition that the Legislature 
would place in the hands of the Board an equal sum, to be expended for 
the same purpose. 

On the 19th of April, of the same year, resolves were passed, accepting 
the proposition, and authorizing the Governor, with the advice and con- 
sent of the Council, to draw his warrant upon the treasurer for the sum of 
ten thousand dollars, to be placed at the disposal of the Board for the 
purpose specified in the original communication." 

The following is a copy of the Resolve and of the Report of the 
Committee on the subject : 

11 The Joint Committee, to whom was referred the communication of the Hon. - 
Horace Mann, Secretary of the Board of Education, relative to a fond for the 
promotion of the cause of popular education in this Commonwealth, and also 
the memorial of the Nantucket County Association for the promotion of educa- 
tion, and the improvement of schools, and also the petition and memorial of 
the inhabitants of the town of Nantucket, on the same subject, having duly con- 
sidered the matter therein embraced, respectfully report, 

That the highest interest in Massachusetts is, and will always continue to 
be, the just and equal instruction of all her citizens, so far as the circumstances 
of each individual will permit to be imparted ; that her chief glory, for two 
hundred years, has been the extent to which this instruction was diffused, the 
result' of the provident legislation, to promote the common cause, and secure 
the perpetuity of the common interest ; that fox many years a well-grounded 
apprehension has been entertained, of the neglect of our common town schools 
by large portions of our community, and of the comparative degradation to 
which these institutions mteht fall from such neglect ; that the friends of uni- 
versal education have long looked to the Legislature for the establishment of 
one or more seminaries devoted to the purpose of supplying qualified teachers, 
for the town and district schools, by whose action atone other judicious provi- 
sions of the law could be carried into full effect ; that at various times, the delib- 
eration of both branches of the General Court has been bestowed upon this, 
among other subjects, most intimately relating to the benefit oi the rising gen- 
eration and of all generations to come, particularly when the provision for 
instruction of school teachers was specially urged on their consideration, in 
1837, by the message of the Governor, and a report thereupon, accompanied by 
a bill, was submitted by the chairman, now a member of the Congress of the 
United States, following out to their fair conclusions, the suggestion of the Ex- 
ecutive, and the forcible essays of a distinguished advocate of this institution at 
great length, published and widely promulgated ; that although much has been 
done within two or three years, for the encouragement of our town schools by 
positive enactment, and more by the liberal spirit, newly awakened in our sev- 
eral communities, yet the number of competent teachers is found, by universal 
experience, so far inadequate to supply the demand for them, as to be the prin- 
cipal obstacle to improvement, and the greatest deficiency of our republic ; that 
we can hardly expect, as in the memorials from Nantucket is suggested, to re- 
move this deficiency even in a partial degree, much lesMo realize the comple- 
tion of the felicitous system or our free schools, without adopting means for 
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more uniform modes of tuition and government in fbem, without better observ- 
ing the rates of prudence in the selection of bur common books, the unlimited 
diversity of which is complained of throughout the State, and that these ben- 
efits ma? reasonably be expected to follow from no other course than a well- 
devised scheme in full operation, for the education of teachers ; that the 
announcement, in the communication recently received from the Secretary of 
the Board of Education, of that private munificence, which offers $10,000 ty 
this Commonwealth, for removal of this general want, at least in the adoption 
of initiatory measures of remedy, is received by us with peculiar pleasure, ancL 
in order that the General Court may consummate this good, by carrying forward 
the benevolent object of the unknown benefactor, the committee conclude, with 
recommending the passage of the subjoined resolutions. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

James Savage, per order. ■ 

RESOLVED 

RESTIVE TO QUALIFYING TEACHERS FOB COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Whereas, by letter from the Honorable Horace Mann, Secretary of the 
Board of Education, addressed, on the 12th March current, to the President of 
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, it appears, that 
private munificence has placed at his disposal the%um of ten thousand dollars, 
to promote the cause of popular education in Massachusetts, on condition that 
the Commonwealth will contribute from unappropriated funds, the same 
amount in aid of the same cause, the two sums to be drawn upon equally from 
time to time, as needed, and to be disbursed tinder the direction of the Board of 
Education in qualifying teachers for our Common Schools; therefore, 

Re&bxd, That his Excellency, the Governor, be, and he is hexeby authorized 
and requested, by and with the advice and consent of the Council, to draw his 
warrant upon the Treasurer of the Commonwealth in favor of the Board of 
Education, for the sum of $10,000, in such installments and at such times, as 
said Board may request : mwided y said Board, in their request, shall certify, 
(hat the Secretary of said Board has placed at their disposal an amount e^ual 
to that for which such application may by them be made ; both sums to be ex* 
p&ti&ed t under the direction of said Board, in qualifying teachers for the Com- 
mon Schools in Massachusetts. 

Resolved, That the Board of Education shall render an annual account of 
the manner in which said moneys have been by tbem expended." 

*The Board, after mature deliberation, decided to establish three 
Normal Schools; one for the north-eastern, one for the south-eastern, 
and one for the western part of the State. Accordingly, one was opened 
at Lexington, in the county of Middlesex, on the 3d day of July, 1839. 
This school, having outgrown its accommodations at Lexington, was re- 
moved to West Newton, in the same county, in Sept., 1844, where it now 
occupies a commodious building. 

The second Normal School was opened at Barre, in the county of 
Worcester, on the 4th day of September, 1839. This school has since 
been removed to Westfield, in the county of Hampden, both on account 
of the insufficiency of the accommodations at Barre, and because the 
latter place is situated east of the centre of population of the western 
counties. 

The third school was opened at Bridgewater, on the 9th day of Sept., 
1840, and is permanently located at that place. 

For the two last-named schools, there had been, from the beginning, 
very inadequate school-room accommodations. In the winter ofl845, a 
memorial, on behalf of certain friends of education in the city of Boston 
and its vicinity, was presented to the Legislature, offering the sum of 
five thousand cellars, to be obtained by private subscriptions, on condition 
that the Legislature would give an equal sum, for the purpose of erecting 
two Normal School-houses ; one for the school at Westfield and one for 
that at Bridgewater. By resolves of March 20. 1845, the proposition of 
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tbie memorialists was accepted and the grant made j and by the same re- 
solves it was ordered, 'that the schools heretofore known as Normal 
Schools, shall be hereafter designated as State Normal Schools.' 

The school at West Newton is appropriated exclusively to females ; 
those at Biidgewater and Westfiekl admit both sexes. 

Among the standing regulations adopted by the Board, for the govern- 
ment of the State NoTmal Schools, are the following — most of which 
were adopted in the beginning, and have been constantly in force ; only a 
few modifications, and those very slight ones, having since been intro- 
duced: 

Admission. As a prerequisite to admission, candidates must declare 
it to be their intention to qualify themselves to become school teachers. 
If they belong to the State, or have an intention and a reasonable ex- 
pectation of keeping school in the State, tuition is gratuitous. Otherwise, 
a tuition-fee is charged, which is intended to be about the same as is 
usually charged at good academies in the same neighborhood. If pupils, 
after having completed a course of study at the State Normal Schools, 
immediately engage in school keeping, but leave the State, or enter a 
private school or an acadejny, they are considered as having waived the 
privilege growing out of their declared intention to keep a Common 
School in Massachusetts, and are held bound in honor to pay a tuition-lee 
for their instruction. 

If males, pupils must have attained the age of seventeen years cora- 

Silete, and of sixteen, if females ; and they must be free from any disease 
r innrmity, which would unfit them for the office of school teachers. 

They must undergo an examination, and prove themselves to' be well 
versed in orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, geography 
and arithmetic. 

They must furnish satisfactory evidence of good intellectual capacity 
and of high moral character and principles. 

Examinations for admission take place, at the commencement of each 
term, of which there are three in a year. 

Term op Study. At West Newton arid Biidgewater, the minimum 
of the term of study is one year, and this must be in consecutive terms 
of the schools. In regard to the school at Westfieid, owing to the 
unwillingness of the pupils in that section of the State to remain at the 
school, even for so short a time as one year, the rule requiring a year's 
residence has been from time to time suspended. It is found to be 
universally true, that those applicants whose qualifications are best, are 
desirous to remain at the school the longest. 

Course op Study. The studies first to be attended to in the State 
Normal Schooisj are those which the law requires to be taught in the 
district schools, namely, orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, 
geography and arithmetic. When these are mastered, those of a higher 
order will be progressively taken. 

For those who wish to remain at the school more than one year, and 
for all belonging to the school, so far as their previous attainments will 
' permit, the following course is arranged: 

1. Orthography, reading, grammar, composition, rhetoric and logic. 

2. Writing and drawing. 

3. Arithmetic, mental and written, algebra, geometry, book-keeping, 
navigation, surveying. 

4. Geography, ancient and modern, with chronology, statistics and 
general history. , , 

5. Human rhysiology, and hygiene or the Laws of Health. 

6. Mental Philosophy. 

7. Music. 
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a Constitution and Hiatory of Massachusetts; and *f the United States. 

9. Natural Philosophy and Astronomy. 

10. Natural History. 

11. The principles of piety and morality, common to all sects o£ 
Christians. 

12. The science and art op teaching with reference to all 
the above named studies. 

Religious Exercises. A portion of the Scriptures shall be read 
daily, in every State Normal School. 

Visiters. Each Normal School te under the immediate inspection of 
a Board of Visiters, who are in all cases to be meoshtrs of the Board of 
Education, except that the Secretary of the Board may be appointed as 
one of the visiters of each school. 

The Board appoints one Principal Instructor for each school, who is 
responsible for its government and instruction, subject to the rules of ihe 
Board, and the supervision of the Visiters. The Visiters of the respective 
schools appoint the "assistant instructors thereof. 

To each Normal School, an Experimental or Model School is attached. 
This School is under the control of the Principal of the Normal School 
The pupils of the Normal School assist in teaching it. Here, the know- 
ledge which they acquire in the science of teaching, is practically 
applied. The art is made to grow out of the science, instead of being 
empirical. The Principal of the Normal School inspects the Model 
School more or less, daily. He observes the manner in which his own. 
pupils exemplify, in practice, the principles he has taught them. Some- 
times, all the pupils of the Normal School, together with the Principal, 
visit the Model School in a body, to observe the manner in which the 
teachers of the latter, for the time being, conduct the recitations or exer- 
cises. Then, returning to their own school-room, in company with the 
assistant teachers themselves, who have been the objects of inspection, 
each one is called upon to deliver his views, whether commendatory or 
otherwise, respecting the manner in which the work has been performed. 
At this amicable exposition of merits and defects, the Principal of the 
Normal School presides. After all others^ have presented their views^he 
delivers his own ; and thus his pupils, at the threshold of their practice, 
have an opportunity to acquire confidence in a good cause, of which they 
might otherwise entertain doubts, and to rectify errors wnich otherwise 
would fossilize into habit. 

The salaries of the teachers of the State Normal Schools are paid by 
the State." 
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New Tors State Normal School. 

The history of the efforts to secure a professional education and 
training for the teachers of common schools in the State of New York, 
is .mil of instruction and encouragement to those who are laboring in 
the same direction in other States. Among the earliest and most 
earnest advocates of legislative provision on this subject, stands the 
name of De Witt Clinton. In his message to the Legislature in 1819, 
Governor Clinton aemarks : 

" The most durable impressions are derived from the first stages ot 
education; ignorant and vicious preceptors and injudicious and Hi- 
arranged systems of education must have a most pernicious influence 
upon the habits, manners, morals and minds of our youth, and vitiate 
their conduct through life." In 1820, he used the following language : 
" The education of youth Is an important trust, and an honorable voca- 
tion, but it is too often committea to unskillful hands. Liberal encour- 
agement ought to be dispensed for increasing the number of competent 
teachers." In 1825, after speaking of the cause of education generally, 
the Governor says : " In furtherance of this invaluable system, I recom- 
mend to your consideration the education of competent teachers," &c. 

In his message to the Legislature, at the opening of the session of 
1826, he thus adverts to the subject or the proper preparation of common 
school teachers : 

" Our system of instruction, with all its numerous benefits, is stilL 
however, susceptible of improvement. Ten years of the life of a child 
may now be spent in a common school In two years the elements of 
instruction may be acquired, and the remaining eight years must either 
be spent in repetition or idleness, unless the teachers of common schools 
are competent to instruct in the higher branches of knowledge. The 
outlines of geography, algebra, mineralogy, agricultural chemistry, me- 
chanical philosophy, surveying, geometry, astronomy, political economy 
and ethics, might be communicated in that period of time, by able pre- 
ceptors, without essential inteference with the calls of domestic industry. 
The vocation of a teacher in its influence on the character and destiny 
of the rising and all future generations, has either not been fully under- 
stood, or duty estimated. It. is, or ought to be, ranked among the learned 
professions. With a full admission of the merits of several who now 
officiate in that capacity, still it must be conceded that the information of 
many of the instructors of our common schools does not extend beyond 
rudiments! education ; that our expanding population requires constant 
accession to their numbers ; and that to realize these views, it is neces- 
sary that some new plan for obtaining able teachers should be devised. 
I therefore recommend a seminary for the education of teachers in those 
useful branches of knowledge which are proper to engraft on elementary 
attainments. A compliance with this recommendation will have the 
most benign influence on individual happiness and social prosperity." 

And again, in his message in 1828, Governor Clinton urges the subject 

on the attention of the Legislature. 

" It may be taken for granted, that the education of the body of the 
people can never attain the requisite perfection without competent in- 
structors, well acquainted with the outlines of literature and the elements 
of science." He recommends with this view, " a law authorizing the 
supervisors of each county to raise a sum not exceeding $2000, provided 
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that the same sum is subscribed by individuals, for the erection of a suit- 
able edifice for a Monitorial High School, in the county town. I can 
conceive of no reasonable objection to the adoption of a measure so well 
calculated to raise the character of our school masters, and to double the 
powers of our artizans by giving them a scientific education." 

In 1826, Hon. John C. Spencer, from the Literature Committee of the 
Senate, to whom the message of Governor Clinton for that year had 
been referred, made a report, recommending among other plans for the 
improvement of common schools, that the income of the " Literature 
Fund" be divided among the academies of the State, not in reference to 
the number of classical students in each, but "to the number of persons in- 
structed in each, who shall have been licensed as teachers of common 
schools by a proper board." He thus introduces the subject : 

" In the view which the committee have taken, our great reliance for 
nurseries of teachers must be placed on our colleges and academies. If 
they do not answer this purpose, they can be of very little use. That 
they have not hitherto been more extensively useful in that respect is 
owmg to inherent defects in the system of studies pursued there. When 
the heads of our colleges are apprised of the great want of teachers 
which it is so completely in their power to relieve, if not supply, it is but 
reasonable to expect that they will adopt a system by which young men 
whose pursuits do not require a knowledge of classics, may avail them- 
selves of the talent and instruction in those institutions, suited to their 
wants, without being compelled also to receive that which they do not 
want, and for which they have neither time nor money." 

" In 1827, Mr. Spencer, from the same Committee, reported a bill en- 
titled c An act to provide permanent funds for the annual appropriation 
to common schools, to increase the Literature Fund, and to promote the 
education of teachers,' by which the sum of $150,000 was added to the 
Literature Fund. And the Regents of the University were required 
annually to distribute the whole income of this fund among the several 
incorporated academies and seminaries, which then were or might there- 
after become subject to their visitation, { in proportion to the number of 
pupils instructed in each academy or seminary for six months during the 
preceding year, who shall have pursued classical studies, or the higher 
tranches of English education, or both.' In the report accompanying 
this bill, which, on the 13th of April, became a law, the committee ex- 
pressly observe, that their object in thus increasing this fund is 'to pro- 
mote the education of young men in those studies which will prepare 
them for the business of instruction, which it is hoped may be accom- 
plished to some extent, by offering inducements to the trustees of acade- 
mies to educate pupils of that description.' 'In vain will you have 
established a system of instruction ; in vain will you appropriate money 
to educate the children of the poor, if you do not provide persons compe- 
tent to execute your system, and to teach the pupils collected in the 
schools. And every citizen who has paid attention to it and become ac- 
quainted practically with the situation of our schools, knows that the in- 
competency of the great mass of teachers is a radical defect which 
impedes the whole system, frustrates the benevolent designs of the 
Legislature, and defeats the hopes and wishes of all who feel an interest 
in disseminating the blessings of education.' 'Having undertaken a 
system of public instruction, it is the solemn duty of the Legislature to 
make that system as perfect as possibly. We have no right to trifle with 
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the funds of our constituents, by applying them in a mode which ftils to 
attain the intended object. Competent teachers of common schools must 
be provided ; the academies of the State furnish the means of making 
that provision. There are funds which may be safely and properly 
applied to that object, and if there were none, a more just, patriotic, ana 
in its true sense, popular reason for taxation cannot be urged. Let us 
aid the efforts of meritorious citizens who have devoted large portions of 
their means to the rearing of academies ; let us reward them Dy giving 
success to their efforts ; let us sustain seminaries that are falling into 
decay; let us revive the drooping and animate the prosperous, by cheer- 
ing rays of public beneficence ; and thus let us provide nurseries for, the 
education of our children, and for the instruction of teachers who will 
expand and widen and deepen the great stream of education, until it 
shall reach our remotest borders, and prepare our posterity for the main* 
tenance of the glory and prosperity of their country.' " 

The legal provision for the better education of teachers rested on this 
basis until 1834, when an act was passed, by which the surplus in- 
come of the Literature Fund over twelve thousand dollars was placed at 
the disposal of the Regents of the University, to be by them distributed 
to such academies, subject to their visitation as they might select, and to 
be exclusively devoted to the education of teachers for the common schoofo, 
in such manner and under such regulations as they might prescribe. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the act of 2d of May, 1834, author* 
izing the Regents of the University to apply a part of the income to the 
Literature Fund to the education of common school teachers, a plan was 
reported on the 8th of January, 1835, by Gen. Dix, from the committee 
appointed for that purpose, to the Regents with the view of carrying 
into effect the intention of the act. This plan was approved and adopt* 
ed by the Regents ; and one academy was selected m each of the eight 
Senate districts, charged with the establishment of. a Department spe- 
cially adapted to the instruction of teachers of common schools. To sup- 
port these departments, each academy received from the Literature 
Fund, a sufficient sum to procure the necessary apparatus for the illus-* 
tration of the various branches required to be taught ; the sum of $191 
to be appropriated to the enlargement of the academical library ; and an 
annual appropriation of $400 to meet the increased expense which might 
devolve upon the institution in consequence of the establishment of the 
teachers' department. 

In his annual Report for 1836, the Superintendent (Gen. Dix,) again 
adverts to the fact, that in the adoption of this system * the Legislature 
has merely provided for the more complete execution of a design long 
entertained. «o far as respects the employment of the academies for this 
purpose. The propriety of founding separate institutions," he continues, 
; upon the model of the seminaries for teachers in Prussia, was for several 
years a subject of public discussion in this State. It was contended, on 
the one hand, that such institutions would be more likely to secure the 
object in view ; and on the other, that it might be as effectually and 
more readily accomplished through the organized academies.' After 
again referring to the act of April 13, 1827, he concludes: 
. " Thus although the plan of engrafting upon the academies, depart- 
ments for the preparation of teachers, may not have been contemplated 
at the time, yet this measure is to be regarded only as a more complete 
development of the design of the Legislature in passing the act refer- 
red to." 

" By the 8th section of the act of April 17, 1838, appropriating the ia- 
come of the United States Deposite Fund to the purposes of education^ 
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Ac., the sum of $28,000 was jlirected to be aaanually paid over to the 
Literature Fund, and apportioned among the several academies of the 
State ; and by the 9th section, it was made the duty of the Re- 

S exits of the University 'to require every academy receiving a 
istributive share of public money, under the preceding section equal to 
seven hundred dollars per annum, to establish and maintain in such 
academy, a department for the instruction of common school teachers^ 
under the direction of the said Regents, as a condition of receiving the 
distributive share of every such academy.' Under this provision eight 
academies, in addition to those designated specially for this purpose Dy 
the Regents, established departments for the education of teachers. 

Desirous of knowing the practical operation of the departments thus 
organized, the superintendent (Mr. Spencer) during the summer of 
1840, commissioned the Rev. Dr. Potter of Union College, and D. H. 
Little, Esq. of Cherry- Valley, to visit these institutions, and report the 
result of their examinations to the department, accompanied by such 
suggestions as they might deem expedient. Prof. Potter in his report, 
after enumerating the various advantages and defects which had pre- 
sented themselves to his observation in the course of his examination, 
observes in conclusion : 

'The principal evil connected with our present means of training 
teachers, is, that they contribute to supply instructors for select rather 
than for common schools; and that for want of special exercises, they 
perioral even that work imperfectly. I would suggest whether seme 
means might not be adopted for training a class of teachers, with more 
especial reference to country common schools, and to primary schools 
ki villages and cities ; teachers whose attainments should not extend much 
beyond the common English branches, but whose minds should be awa- 
kened by proper influence; who should be made familiar by practice 
with the best modes of teaching ; and who should come under strong 
Obligations to teach for at least two or three years. In Prussia and France, 
normal schools are supported at the public expense ; most of the pupils 
receive both board and tuition gratuitously ; but at the close of the course 
they give bonds to refund the whole amount received, unless they teach 
Under the direction of the government for a certain number of years. 
That such schools, devoted exclusively to the preparation of teaching, 
have some advantages over any other method, is sufficiently apparent 
from the experience of other nations : and it has occurred to me that, 
as supplementary to our present system, the establishment of one in this 
State might be eminently useful. If placed under proper auspices and 
located near the Capitol, where it could enjoy the supervision of the Su- 
perintendent of Common Schools, and be visited by the members of the 
Legislature, it might contribute in many ways to raise the tone of in- 
struction throughout the State.' 

From an examination of these reports, the Superintendent comes to 
the conclusion that ' these departments ought not to be abandoned, but 
sustained and encouraged, and the means of establishing a large number 
in other academies provided. They, with the other academies and col- 
leges of the State, furnish the supply of teachers indispensable to the 
maintenance of our schools.' He recommends ' the extension of the 
public patronage to all the academies in the State, to enable them to 
estaWish teachers' departments; and in those counties where* there are 
no academies, the establishment of normal schools.' ' One model school 
w more,' he winks, 'might be advantageously established in some cen- 
tral parts of the State* to which teachers, ana those intending to be such, 
ni|ght repair to acquire the best methods of conducting our common 
schools.* 
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By a resolution adopted by the Regents of the University, on the 4th 
of May of the same year, eight additional academies were designated 
for the establishment and maintenance of teachers' departments; and the 
appropriation to each of the institutions in which such departments had 
been organized by the Regents, reduced to $300 per annum. At this 
period, including the academies which were required, under the act of 
1838, to maintain such departments in consequence of the receipt of a 
specified portion of the Literature Fund, the number of academies in 
which departments for the education of teachers were organized was 
twenty-three, and the number of students taught in them about six 
hundred." 

The above facts and extracts have been principally gathered from a 
u Report of the Committee on Colleges, Academies, and Common 
Schools," to the House of Representatives in 1844, of which Mr. Hul- 
burd, of St. Lawrence, was chairman, and the author of the able docu- 
ment referred to. The Committee, on passing to the consideration of 
a State Normal School, remark : 

" From this recapitulation, it will appear that the principal reliance 
of the friends and supporters of the common schools, for an adequate 
supply of teachers, has, from a very early period, been upon the acade- 
mies; that the inability of the latter to supply this demand, induced, in 1827, 
an increase of $150,000 of the fund, applicable to their support ; and this for 
the express purpose of enabling them to accomplish this object ; that the 
Regents of the University, the guardians of these institutions, charac- 
terized this increase of the fund as an unwonted and u extraordinary " 
act of liberality on the part of the State towards them ; explicitly recog- 
nized the condition, or rather the avowed expectations on which it was 
granted ; accepted the trust, and undertook to perform those conditions, 
and to fulfill those expectations ; that, to use the language of one of the 
superintendents, { the design of the law was not sustained by the measures 
necessary to give it the form and effect of a system ;' that to remedy 
this evil, one academy was specially designated: in each Senate district, 
with an endowment of $500 to provide the necessary means and facili- 
ties of instruction, and an annual appropriation of $400, for the main- 
tenance of a department for the education of teachers ; and soon after- 
wards the sum of $28,000 added to the Literature Fund from the avails 
of the U. S. Deposite Fund, while eight additional academies were 
required to organize and maintain similar departments ; that, finally, the 
number of these departments was augmented to twenty-three, and every 
exertion put forth to secure the great results originally contemplated in 
'their establishment ; and that in the judgment of successive superinten- 
dents of common schools, the Regents of the University and the most 
eminent and practical friends of education throughout the state, these 
institutions, whether considered in the aggregate or with reference to 
those specially designated, from time to tune, for the performance of this 
important duty, of supplying the common schools with competent teachers, 
have not succeeded m the accomplishment of that object Having, 
therefore, to revert again to the language of the superintendent before 
referred to, l proved madequate to the ends proposed,' may not now l a 
change of plan be insisted on without being open to the objection of 
abandoning a system which has not been fairly tested V And nave the 
academies any just reason to complain, if they are not longer permitted 
to enjoy undiminished the liberal appropriations conferred upon them by 
the State fir a specific object; an object which they have not been able 
satisfactorily to accomplish?" 
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This committee having satisfied themselves that all former legislation 
on this subject was inadequate, and having examined, by a sub-com- 
mittee, the Normal Schools of Massachusetts, and inquired into their 
operation in other countries, recommended the establishment of a Normal 
School at Albany, " for the education and training of teachers for com- 
mon schools," and that the sum of $9,600 for the first year, and $10,000 
annually for five years thereafter, in appropriations for its support. This 
recommendation was adopted by an almost unanimous vote. 

This institution is required to be located in the county of Albany; and 
is to be under the supervision, management and direction of the Superin- 
tendent of Common Schools and the Regents of the University, who arc 
authorized and required " from time to time to make all needful rules and 
regulations ; to fix the number and compensation of teachers and others 
to be employed therein ; to prescribe the preliminary examination, and 
the terms and conditions on which pupils shall be received and instructed 
therein — the number of pupils from the respective cities and counties, 
conforming as nearly as may be to the ratio of population — to fix the lo- 
cation of the said school, and the terms and conditions on which the 
grounds and buildings therefor shall be rented, if the same shall not be 
provided by the corporation of the city of Albany ; and to provide in all 
things for the good government and management of the said school." 
They are required to appoint a board, consisting of five persons, inclu- 
ding the Superintendent of Common Schools, who are to constitute an 
executive committee for the care, management and government of the 
school, under the rules prescribed by the Board of Regents. Such 
executive committee, are to make full and detailed reports from time to 
time to- the Superintendent and Regents, and among other things to re- 
commend such rules and regulations as they may deem proper for said 
schools. 

The superintendent and Regents are required annually to transmit to 
the Legislature an account of their proceedings and expenditures, together 
with a detailed report from the executive committee, relating to the pro- 
gress, condition, and prospects of the school. 

The city of Albany tendered the use of a suitable building, free of 
rent, for the use of the institution, and the school was organized and 
commenced the business of instruction in December, 1844, under the 
charge of David P. Page, Esq., of Newburyport, Mass., as Principal. 

The following members composed the Executive Committee, under 
which the institution was organized: Hon. Samuel Young, State 
Superintendent, Rev. Alonzo Potter, D. D., Rev. Wm. H. Campbell, 
Gideon Hawley and Francis Dwight^ Esqrs. 
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The following account of the State Normal Bcbooi iteofxed Jtom 

the Annual Circular of the Executive Committee, for 1847. 

"The Normal School for the State of New York, was established by 
an act of the Legislature in 1844, ' for the instruction and practice of 
Teachers of Common Schools, in the science of Education, and in the 
art of Teaching. ' Its sole object is to improve the teachers of Common 
Schools ; and the course of study and conditions of admission have been 
adopted with reference to that object. 

Each county in the State is entitled to send to the School a number of 
pupils, (either male or female,) equal to twice the number of members of 
the Assembly in such county. The pupils are appointed by the county 
and town superintendents at a meeting called by the county super- 
intendent for that purpose. This meeting should be held and the ap- 
pointment made at least two weeks before the commencement of each 
term, or as soon as information is received as to the number of vacancies. 
A list of the vacancies for each term will be published in the District School 
Journal, as early as the number of such vacancies can be ascertained, — 
usually before the close of the former term. 

Pupils once admitted to the school will have the right to remain until 
they graduate; unless they forfeit that righj by voluntarily vacating 
their place, or by improper conduct. 

Course op Study. The following is the course of study for the 
school ; and a thorough acquaintance with the whole of it, on the part of 
the male pupils, is made a condition for graduating : 

1. Orthography, Normal Chart 2. Analysis of Derivative Words, 
7Wn'«. 3. Reading and Elocution. 4. Writing, National W. Book. 
Geography and Outline Maps, (with map drawing,) MitcheWs. 5. En- 

flish Grammar, (with Composition,) Brown's. 6. History of United 
itates, Wilson's. 7. Human Physiology, Lee's. 8. Mental Arithmetic, 
Colburn's. 9. Elementary Arithmetic, Perkins* . 10. Higher Arithmetic, 
Perkins'. 11. Elementary Algebra, Perkins'. 12. Higher Algebra, 
Chaps. VII. and VIII. (omitting Multinomial Theorem and Recurring 
Series,) Perkins'. 13. Geometry, Six Books, Dames' Legendre. 14. 
Plane Trigonometry, as contained in Davies* Legendre. 15. Land Sur- 
veying, Davies'. 16. 'Natural Philosophy, Olmstead's. 17. Chemistry, 
(with experimental lectures,) Gray's. 18. Intellectual Philosophy, Aber- 
crombie's. 19. Moral Philosophy, Lectures. 20. Constitutional Law. 
with select parts of the Statutes of this State, most intimately connected: 
with the rights and duties of citizens, Young 3 s Science of Government; 
Revised Statutes. 21. Rhetoric, Lectures. 22. Theory and Practice of 
Teaching, Lectures and Experimental School 23. Mathematical Ge- 
ography, Use of Globes, and Elements of Astronomy, Lectures. 24. 
Lessons in Drawing and Vocal Music, to be given to all. 

The same course of study, omitting the Higher Algebra, Plane Trig- 
onometry and Surveying, must be attained by females as a condition of 
graduating. 

N. B. Any of the pupils who desire further to pursue mathematics, 
can be allowed to do so after completing the above course of study. 

Qualification of Applicants. Females sent to the school must b# 
sixteen years of age, and males eighteen. 

The superintendents, in making their appointments, are urged to pay 
no regard to the political opinions of applicants. The selections should 
be made with reference to the moral worth and abilities of the candidates. 
Decided preference ought to be given to those, who, in the judgment of 
the superintendents, give the highest promise of becoming the most effi- 
cient teachers of common schools. It is also desirable that those only 
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should be appointed who have already a good knowledge of the common 
branches of study, and who intend to remain in the school until theg 
graduate. 

Entrance. All the pupils, on entering the school, are required to 
sign the following declaration: 

* We the subscribers hereby declare, that it is our intention to devote 
ourselves to the business of teaching district schools, and that our sole ob- 
ject in resorting to this Normal ScJwol is the better to prepare ourselves 
for that important duty? 

As this should be signed in good faith on the part of the pupils, they 
should be made acquainted with its import before they are appointed, ft 
is expected of the superintendents, that they shall select such as will 
sacredly fulfill their engagements in this particular. 

Pupils on entering the school are subjected to a thorough examination, 
and are classified according to their previous attainments. The time re- 
quired to accomplish the course will depend upon the attainments and 
talents of the pupil, varying from one to four terms. Very few, however, 
can expect to graduate in one term. 

Privileges op the Pupils. All pupils receive their tuition free. 
They are also furnished with the use of text-books without charge; 
though if they already own the books of the course, they would do well 
to bring them, together with such other books for reference as they may 
possess. Moreover, they draw a Bmall sum from the fund for the support 
of the school, to defray m part their expenses. 

It is proposed to apportion the sum of $1,700 among the 256 pupils, 
who may compose the Bchool during the next term. 1. Each pupil shalf 
receive three cents a mile on the distance from his county town to the 
eity of Albany. 2. The remainder of the $1,700 shall then be divided 
equally among the students in attendance. 

The following list will show how much a student of each county will 
receive, during the ensuing term : 

Albany, $2.41; Allegany, $10.09; Broome, $6.76; Cattaraugus, 
$11.17; Cayuga, $7.09; Chautauque, $12.49; Cheiming, $8.35; Che- 
nango, $5.41; Clinton, $7.27; Columbia, $3.28; Cortland, $6.67; Dela- 
ware, $4.72; Dutchess, $4.66; Erie, $10.93; Essex, $6.19; Franklin, 
$8.77; Fulton, $3.76; Genesee, $9.73 ; Greene, $3.43 ; Hamilton, $4.87; 
Herkimer, $4.81 ; Jefferson, $7.21 ; Kings, $6.97 ; Lewis, $6.28 ; Living- 
ston, $9.19; Madison, $5.44; Monroe, $8.98; Montgomery, $3,61 ; New- 
York, $6.85 ; Niagara, $10.72 ; Oneida, $5.29 ; Onondaga, $6.40 ; Ontario,. 
$8.26; Orange, $5.44; Orleans, $10.12; Oswego, $7.21; Otsego, $4.39; 
Putnam, $5.59; dueens, $7.63; Rensselaer, $2.59; Richmond, $7.32; 
Rockland, $6.07; Saratoga, $4.78; Schenectady, $2.86; Schoharie, 
$3.07; Seneca, $7.54; St. Lawrence, $8.59; Steuben, $8.89; Suffolk, 
$9.16; SulKvan, $5.80; Tioga, $7.42; Tompkins, $7.31; Ulster, $4.15; 
Warren, $4.27; Washington, $3.85 ; Wayne, $7.84; Westchester, $6.46; 
Wyoming, $9.85; Yates, $7.96. 

It is proper to state, that if the number of pupils is less than 256, the 
sum to De received will be proportionately increased. The above sched- 
ule shows, therefore, the minimum sum to be received by each pupil. 
His apportionment cannot be less than as above stated, and it may be 
more. 

This money will be paid at the close of the term. 

Apparatus. A well assorted apparatus has been procured, sufficiently 
extensive to illustrate all the important principles in Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, and Human Physiology. Extraordinary facilities for the 
study of Physiology are afforded by the Museum of the Medical College, 
which it open at SH hours for visiters. 
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Library. Besides an abundant supply of text-books upon all the 
branches of the course of study, a well selected miscellaneous library has 
been procured, to which all the pupils may have access free of charge. 
In the selection of this library, particular care has been exercised to pro- 
cure most of the recent works upon Education, as well as several val- 
uable standard works upon the Natural Sciences, History, Mathematics, 
&c. The State library is also freely accessible to all. 

Terms and Vacations. The year is divided into two terms, so as 
to bring the vacations into April and October, the months for holding the 
Teachers' Institutes. This also enables the pupils to take advantage of 
the cheapness of traveling by the various means of water communication 
in the State, in going .to and from the school. 

The Summer Term commences on the first Monday in May, and 
continues twenty weeks, with an intermission of one week from the 
first of July. 

The Winter Term commences on the first Monday in November, 
and continues twenty-two weeks, with an intermission from Christmas 
to New Year's day inclusive. 

Prompt Attendance. As the school will open on Monday, it would 
be for the advantage of the pupils, if they should reach Albany by the 
Thursday or Friday preceding the day of opening. The Faculty can 
then aid them im securing suitable places for boarding. 

As the examinations of the pupils preparatory for classification will 
commence on the first day of the term, it is exceedingly important that 
all the pupils should report themselves on the first morning. Those who 
arrive a day after the time, will subject not only the teachers to much 
trouble, but themselves also to the rigors of a private examination. 
After the first week, no student, except for xhe strongest reasons, shall be 
allowed to enter the school. 

Price of Board. The price of board in respectable families, varies 
from $1.50 to $2.00, exclusive of washing. Young gentlemen by taking 
a room and boarding themselves, have sustained themselves at a lower 
rate. This can better be done in the summer term. 

The ladies and gentlemen are not allowed to board in the same fam- 
ilies. Particular care is taken to be assured of the respectability of the 
families who propose to take boarders, before they are recommended to 
the pupils. 

Experimental School. Two spacious rooms in the building are 
appropriated to the accommodation of the two departments of this school. 
These two departments are under the immediate supervision of the Per- 
manent Teacher, who is a graduate of the Normal School 

The object of this school is to afford each Normal Pupil an opportunity 
of practising the methods of instruction and discipline inculcated at the 
Normal School, as well as to ascertain his 'aptness to teach,' and to dis- 
charge the various other duties pertaining to the teacher's responsible 
office. Each member of the graduating class is required to spend at 
least two weeks in this department 

In the experimental School there are ninety-three pupils between the 
ages of six and sixteen years. Fifty-eight of these are free pupils. 
'Hie free seats will be hereafter given exclusively to fatherless children, 
residing in the city of Albany. This is in consideration of an appropria- 
tion by the city to defray in part the expense of fitting up one of the 
rooms of the school The remaining thirty-five pupils are charged 
$20 per year for tuition and use of books. This charge is made merely 
to defray the expense of sustaining the school" 
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T«J. IL PBOVIDBNOB, Norember I & 15, iBfl. Wo. 8 It t. 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

PAB8ED JUNE 27, 1845; AND THE ACTS IN ADDITION THERETO, WITH REMARKS AND FORMS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly asfoU&ws: 

I. State Appropriation and Supervision, Section I — III. 

Section 1. For the uniform and efficient administration of this Act, 
and the supervision and improvement of such schools as may be support- 
ed in any manner out of appropriations from the General Treasury, the 
Governor shall appoint an officer, to be called the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Schools, who shall hold his office .one year, and until his successor 
shall be appointed, with such compensation for his services, and allowance 
for his expenses, as the General Assembly shall determine. 

[By act of Jane 1846, § 5, in case of the sickness or absence of the Commis- 
sioner, the Governor may appoint a person to act as Commissioner during his ab- 
sence or sickness.] * 

Sec. II. For the encouragement and maintenance of public schools in 
the several towns and cities of the State in the manner hereinafter pre- 
scribed, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby annually appro- 
priated, payable out of the annual avails of the School Fund, and of the 
money deposited with this State by the United States, and other moneys 
not otherwise specially appropriated ; and the General Treasurer is au- 
thorized and directed to pay all orders drawn by the Commissioner of 
Public Schools in pursuance of the provisions of this act, or of resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly : Provided, the aggregate amount of 
such orders in any one year shall not exceed the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 
» 

Sec. III. The Commissioner of Public Schools is authorized and it 
is made his duty — 
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^1 To apportion annually, in the month of May, the money appro- 
priated to public schools, among the several towns of the State, in pro- 
portion to the number of children under the age of fifteen years, accord- 
ing to the census taken under the authority of the United States, next 
preceding the time of making such apportionment. 

H 2. To draw all orders on the General Treasurer, for the payment of 
such apportionment in favor of the treasurer of such towns *as shall com- 
ply with the terms of this act, on or before the 1st of July annually. 

[See I 4, IT 3— * 5, IT 13 ] 

IF 3. To prepare suitable forms and regulations for making all reports, 
and conducting all necessary proceedings under this act, and to transmit 
the same, with such instructions as he shall deem necessary and proper 
for the uniform and thorough administration* of the school system, to the 
Town Clerk of each town, for distribution among the officers required to 
execute them. 

if 4. To adjust and decide, without appeal and without cost to the parties, 
all controversies and disputes arisipg under this act, which may be sub- 
mitted to him for settlement and decision ; the facts of which cases shall 
be stated in writing, verified by oath or affirmation if required, and ac- 
companied by certified copies of all necessary minutes, contracts, orders 
and other documents. 

[See % 27.] 

.H 5. To visit as often and as far as practicable, every school district in 
the State, for the purpose of inspecting the schools, and diffusing as 
widely as possible by public addresses, and personal eommu>%eatiofl with 
school officers, teachers and parents, a knowledge of existing defects, and 
desirable improvements in the administration of the system, and the gov- 
ernment and instruction of the schools. 

T 6. To recommend the best text books, and secure, as far as practica- 
ble a uniformity, in the schools of at least every town, and to assist, when 
called upon, in the establishment of, and the selection of books for school 
libraries. 

[See I 5, IT 9— § 14, IT 5.] 

H 7. To establish Teachers' Institutes, and one thoroughly organized 
Normal School in the State, where teachers, and such as propose to 
teach, may become acquainted with the most approved and successful 
methods, of arranging the studies, and conducting the discipline and in- 
struction of public schools. 

H 8. To appoint such and so many inspectors in each county, as he 
shall, from time to time, deem necessary, to examine all persons offering 
themselves as candidates for teaching public schools, and to visit, 
inspect, and report, concerning the public schools, under such instruc- 
tions as said Commissioner may prescribe*; Provided, that as far 
as practicable such inspectors shall be experienced teachers, and 
shall serve without any allowance or compensation from the General 
Treasury. 

[See I 20, V 2 and proviso.] 

H 9. To grant certificates of qualification to such teachers as have 
been approved by one or more county inspectors, and shall give satisfac- 
tory evidence of their moral character, attainments, and ability to govern 
and instruct children. 

[See § 20, IT 2 and proviso.] 

IF 10. To enter, or cause to be entered, in proper books to be provided 
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for the purpose in his office, all decisions, letters, orders on the Treas- 
urer, and other acts as Commissioner of Public Schools ; and to submit 
to the General Assembly at the October session, an annual printed report, 
containing, together with an account of his own doings, — 

First, — A statement of the condition of the public schools, and the 
means of popular education generally in the State ; 

Second, — H&ns and suggestions for their improvement; 

Third, — Such other matters relating to the duties of his office, as he 
may deem useful and proper to communicate. 

II. Powers and Duties of Towns. Section IV — IX. 

Sec. IV. To provide for the education of all the children residing 
within their respective limits, the several towns and cities of the state are 
empowered and it shall be their duty — 

IT 1. ,To lay off their respective territory into primary school districts, 
and to alter or abolish the same when necessary ; Provided, that unless 
with the approbation of the Commissioner of Public Schools, no new 
district shall be formed with less than forty children, over four and under 
sixteen years of age ; and that no existing district, by the formation of a 
new one, shall be reduced below the same number of like persons ; And 
that no village or populous district shall be subdivided into two or 
more districts for the purpose of maintaining a school in each un 
der one teacher, when two or more schools of different grades for the 
younger and older children, can be conveniently established in said 
district; or 

[By act of June 1846, S 1, the school districts as established at the passage of 
the new school law, are recognized as such, and all alterations hereafter axe to be 
made by the school committees subject to the foregoing provisos.] 

•J 2. To establish and maintain, (without forming, or recognizing when 
formed, districts as above,) a sufficient number of public schools of different 
grades, at convenient locations, under the entire management and regula- 
tion of the school committee hereinafter provided. 

[See I 6, and I 17.] 

T 3. To raise by tax at the annual meeting, or at any regular meetiug 
called for the purpose, such sums of money for the support of public 
schools, as they shall judge necessary, which tax shall be voted, assessed 
and collected as other town taxes ; Provided^ that a sum equal to one 
third of^ the amount received from the General Treasury for the support 
of public schools for the year next preceding, shall be raised, before any 
town shall be entitled to receive its proportion of the annual State appro- 
priation. 

[See t 8, IT 2. The money must be voted on or before the 1st of July, annually.] 

% 4. To elect by ballot or otherwise, at the annual town meeting, or 
at a meeting of the town previously designated for this purpose, a school 
committee, to consist of three, six, nine or twelve persons resident in such 
town, as the town shall determine at the first meeting held for the choice 
of said committee after the passage of this act. 

[By the Constitution, Art. 9, 9 i, the school committee are not required to be 
qualified electors; and by the Digest, pa?" 302, 1 6, all town officers hold until their 
successors are qualified to act. By Digest, page 302, i 5, if any town, at its an- 
nual meeting, fails to elect any of the officers they may lawfully choose, (with cer- 
tain exceptions,) the town council may choose them at its next meeting ; and any. 
town may vote to delegate the election of them to the town councils.] 
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Sec. V. The School committees of the several towns, when quali- 
fied by oath or affirmation to the faithful discharge of their duties, are au- 
thorized and it shall be their duty — 

[By Art. 9, § 1, of Constitution, the office of school committee is spoken of as a 
civil office. And by Art. 9, § 4, all civil officers are required to take an engage- 
ment to support the constitutions of the State and of the United States. See form 
of the oath in Digest p. 305,$22. Justices of the Peace or Wardens, (in those towns 
which elect Wardens,) and Public Notaries are authorized to administer oaths and 
affirmations. See Digest, page 104, § 5 — page 108, § 23, and page 88, § 2. And as 
the school committee, being town officers, hold until their successors are qualified, 
the chairman or clerk, as provided below, can administer the oath or affirmation 
to their successors until a majority of their successors are qualified.] 

Tf 1. To elect a chairman, and in his absence or inability to serve, a 
chairman pro tern., who shall preside in all meetings, and sign all orders 
arid official papers of the committee ; and a clerk, who shall keep min- 
utes of their votes and proceedings, in a book provided for that purpose, 
and have the custody of all papers and documents belonging to the com- 
mittee ; and either chairman or clerk when qualified may administer the 
oath or affirmation required of said other members of the school com- 
mittee, and of trustees of school districts. 

[See preceeding note. Also, act relating to oaths, passed October 1846.] 

1" 2. To hold at least four stated meetings, viz., on the 2d Monday of 
January, April, July, and October, in each year, and as often as the cir- 
cumstances of the schools require ; and a majority of the whole number 
chosen, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but any 
less number may adjourn to any time and place. 

1* 3. To form, alter, and discontinue school districts, and to settle the 
boundaries between them when undefined or in dispute, subject to the di- 
rection or concurrence of the town, or the Commissioner of Public 
Schools. 

[By the act of June 1846, the formation and alteration of school districts is left 
exclusively with the school committee, subject only to the provisos of § 4, IT 1, ot 
this act, and to the appeal provided for by I 27.] 

1" 4. To locate all school-houses, and not to abandon or change the site 
of any without good cause. 

*H 5. To examine by the whole board, or a sub-committee appointed 
for that purpose, all candidates as teachers in the public schools of the 
town, and give to such as may be found qualified, in respect to moral 
character, literary attainments, and ability to govern and instruct children, 
a certificate signed by the chairman, which shall be valid for one year, or 
until annulled. 

[As to the qualifications, see § 20, IT 2, proviso. The certificate may be signed 
by the chairman of the school committee or by the sub-committee. See § 20, VI.] 

H 6. To annul the certificates of such teachers as shall prove, on trial, 
unqualified, or who will not conform to the regulations adopted by the 
committee. 

IT 7. To visit, by one or more of their number, every public school in 
town, at least twice during each term of schooling, once within two 
weeks after the opening, and again within two weeks v preceding the 
close of the school, at which visits, they shall examine the register of the 
teacher, and other matters touching the school-house, library, studies, 
discipline, modes of teaching, and the improvement of the schools. 

[As to supervision of joint districts see f 19, IT 3.] 

^f 8. To suspend during pleasure, or expel during the current school 
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year, all pupils found guilty, on full hearing, of incorrigibly bad conduct, 
and re-admit the same, on satisfactory evidence of amendment. 

[As a part of the regulations of the school committee relating to discipline pro- 
Tided for by the next paragraph, the power of temporary suspension can be dele- 
gated to the teachers or trustees, until a full hearing can be had before the com- 
mittee.] 

H 9. To prescribe, and cause to be put up in each school-house, or 
furnished to each teacher, a general system of rules and regulations, for 
the admission and attendance of pupils, the classification, studies, books, 
discipline and methods of instruction, in the public schools. 

IT 10. To fill any vacancy in their own committee, or in the trustees of 
school districts, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise, by an ap- 
pointment, to continue till the next succeeding annual election, and no 
longer, at which time such vacancies shall be filled by the town or district 
respectively. 

Tt" 1 1 . To apportion, as early as practicable in each year, among the 
several school districts, in case the public schools are maintained through 
their organization, the money received from the State, one half equal- 
ly, and the other half according to the average daily attendance 
in the public schools of each district, during the year next pre- 
ceding, which money shall be designated as " teachers' money," 
and shall be applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever; and further to apportion any other money, either 
raised by tax over the sum received from the State, or derived 
from the registry tax or funds, grants, or other sources of revenue 
appropriated to public schools, in such manner as the town may de- 
termine. 

[Daily attendance can be ascertained by the register provided for by f 21. As 
to penalty for misapplication of School money, see § 25.] 

U 12. To draw an order on the treasurer of the town in favor of such 
districts, and such districts only, as shall have made a return to them in 
matter and form required by said committee, or by the Commissioner of 
Public Schools, from which it shall appear, among other things, that for 
the year ending the 1st of May previous, one or more public schools had 
been kept for at least four months by a teacher properly qualified, and in 
a school-house approved by the committee, and that the money designated 
" teachers' money," received from the treasurer of the town for the year 
previous, had been applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other pur 
pose whatever. 

[As to money for secondary schools see S 18, 1T 2. In case of children attend- 
ing schools in other towns or districts see § 24. In case there are no districts see 
S 6. For signing orders, see IT 1, and $ 9.] 

If 13. To prepare and submit annually, First, a return to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools, on or before the 1st of July, in matter and form 
as shall be prescribed by him ; and Second, a written or printed report to 
the town, at the annual town meeting when the school committee is 
chosen, setting forth the doings of the committee, and the condition and 
plans for the improvement of the public schools of their respective towns ; 
which report, unless printed, shall be read in open town meeting. 

Sec. VI. Whenever a town is not divided into school districts, or 
shall vote in a meeting duly warned for that purpose, to provide public 
schools of different grades without reference to such division, the school 
committee of said town shall perform all the duties devolved by this act on 
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the trustees of school districts, and pay all necessary expenses of the 
system, by drafts on the treasurer of the town. 
[See § 4 IT 2, and * 17.] 

Sec. VII. Any town may establish and maintain a public school 
library for the use of the inhabitants generally of the town, and such library 
may be kept together at some convenient place, or be distributed into 
several parts, and transferred from time to time for the convenience f>( 
different districts or neighborhoods, under such rules and regulations as 
the town may adopt. 

Sec. VIII. The town clerk of every town shall keep a record of all 
votes and proceedings of the town relating to public schools, in a book 
provided for that purpose ; shall receive and keep all school reports and 
documents addressed to the town, and receive such communications as 
may be forwarded by the Commissioner of Public Schools, and dispose 
of the same in the manner directed by him. 

Sec. IX. The treasurer of each town respectively shall apply to the 
General Treasurer, and receive all monies to which the town may be en- 
titled under the apportionment and order of the Commissioner of Public 
Schools ; shall keep a separate account of all monies thus received, or 
appropriated by the town ; shall give notice to the school committee, 
within one week after the regular annual town meeting, of the amount of 
monies remaining in his hand, at the time, or subject to the order of said 
committee, specifying the sources from whence derived ; and shall pay 
out said money from time to time, to the orders of the school committee, 
signed by the chairman. 

III. School Districts. Section i. **IX. 

Sec X. Every regularly constituted school district shall be num- 
bered, and its limits defined by the town, or the school committee of the 
town, which number and limits, and any alteration thereof, shall be en- 
tered on the records of the clerk of the town, and the records of the 
district. 

[See act of June 1846, 1 1.] 

Sec. XI. When any two or more districts shall be consolidated into 
one, the new district shall own all the corporate property of the several 
districts ; and when a district shall be divided, or a portion set off to an- 
other district, the funds, property, or the income and proceeds thereof, be- 
longing to such district, shall be distributed or adjusted among the several 
parts, by the school committee of the town or towns to which such dis- 
trict belongs, in a just and equitable manner. 

Sec XII. U 1. Notice of the time, place, and object of holding the 
first meeting of any district, shall be given by the committee of the town 
to which such district belongs. 

H 2. Every school district shall hold an annual meeting in the month 
of May in each year, for the choice of officers, and the transaction of any 
other business relating to schools in said district, and shall also hold a 
special meeting whenever the same shall be duly called. 

[By act of June 1846, * 2, the annual meeting may be held in April or May. The 
first meeting for organizing a district may be held at any time in any month after 
legal notice, but after they are organized the annual meetings most be held as be- 
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fore mentioned. It was not supposed that the districts would all organise at once, 
nor was it intended to limit the time. If they do not organize, the committee may 
keep the school. See act of June 1846, f 3.] 

IT 3. The trustees may call a special meeting whenever they shall 
think it necessary or proper, and shall call a special meeting on the writ- 
ten request of five residents in the district qualified to vote, which request 
shall state the object of calling the same. 

IT 4. District meetings shall be held at the district school-house. If 
there be no school-house, the trustees shall determine the place of meet- 
ing. If there be no trustees, the committee of the town to which such 
district belongs, shall determine the place of meeting, which shall, in all 
cases, be within the limits of the district. 

1 5. Notice of the time and place of every annual meeting, and of the 
time, place, and object of every special meeting of the district, shall be 
given at least five days inclusive, previous to holding the same. 

H 6. The trustees, or if there be no trustees, then the committee of 
the town, shall give the notice of a district meeting, either by publishing 
the same in a newspaper printed in the district, or by putting the notice 
on the district school house, or on a sign-post within the district, or in 
some other mode previously designated by the district ; but if there be no 
such newspaper, school house, or sign-post, or other mode so designated, 
then the committee of the town to which such district belongs, shall de- 
termine how and where the notice shall be given. 

H 7. Every person residing in the district may vote in district meetings, 
to the same extent, and with the same restrictions, as he may at the time 
be qualified to vote in town meeting. 
[As to who may vote for taxes see Constitution, Art. 2, § 2.] s 

If 8. Every district meeting may appoint a moderator, and adjourn from 
time to time. 

Sec. XIII. Every school district shall be a body corporate, and shall 
have power — 

IT 1. To prosecute and defend in all actions relating to the property 
and affairs of the district. 

U 2. To purchase, receive, hold and convey any real or personal pro* 
perty for school purposes. 

If 3. To build, purchase, hire and repair school houses, and supply the 
same with black-boards, maps, furniture, and other necessary and useful 
appendages ; Provided, that the erection and repairs of the district school 
house shall be made according to plans and specifications approved by the 
school committee of the town, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

1" 4. To establish and maintain a school library. 

If 5. To employ one or more teachers. 

If 6. To raise money by tax on the rateable estates of the district, for 
school purposes ; and to fix a rate of tuition to be paid by the parents, 
employer or guardian of each child attending school, towards the expense 
of fuel, books, and other estimated expenses of the school, over and above 
the sum accruing to the district from the state and town appropriations ; 
Provided, that the rate of tuition, for any one term of three months, shall 
not exceed one dollar per scholar ; and provided further, that the amount 
of such tax and the rate of tuition, shall be approved and authorized by 
the school committee of the town. 

[By i 14, IT 6, the trustee or trustees must make out the tax bills. As to mode 
of assessing see I 15. As to mode of collection see § 13, if 8. J 
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If 7. To elect at the annual meeting, by ballot or otherwise, one per- 
son, resident in the district, to serve as trustee for the district, and to hold 
his office for three years ; Provided, that the first election after the Pas- 
sage of this act, three persons shall be thus elected, one of whom shall 
serve one, a second, two, and the third, three years, to be determined by 
lot among themselves ; and provided farther, that any new district may 
choose three trustees as above, at the first meeting called after its forma- 
tion, and the term of office of the one designated by lot to serve one 
year, shall expire at the next annual meeting of the school districts. 

[By act of June 1846, the districts at their meetings for organization, or at their 
annual meetings, may elect either one or three trustees, (as they may decide,) to 
hold their offices until the next annual meeting, or until their successors are 
qualified.} 

8. To appoint a clerk, collector and treasurer of the district, who shall 
exercise the same powers and duties in their respective districts, as the 
clerk, treasurer and collector of the town, in their respective towns. 

Sec. XIV. The trustees of every school district, when qualified to 
the faithful discharge of the duties of their office, are authorized, and it 
shall be their duty — 

[The oath or affirmation may be administered by the chairman or clerk of the 
school committee, a Justice or Notary, or in Jamestown and New Shoreham by a 
Warden. See § 5, IT 1, and note. Also, act of October 1846, II.] 

If 1 . To have the custody of the school houses and other property of 
the district. 

1" 2. To give notice of all meetings of the districts in the manner pro- 
vided. 

[As to notice see S 12.} 

If 3. To employ at their discretion, one or more qualified teachers, for 
every fifty scholars in average daily attendance, provide school rooms, 
and furnish the same with fuel, properly prepared. 

[As to qualification of teachers see % 20.} 

H 4. To visit the schools by one or more of their number, twice at least 
during each term of schooling. 

If 5. To see that the scholars are properly supplied with books, and in 
case they are not, and the parents, guardians or masters, have been noti- 
fied thereof by the teacher, to provide the same at the expense of the 
district, and add the price thereof to the next school tax or rate bill of said 
parents. 

[As to what books shall be used see 5 3, IT 6, and § 5 If 9.} 

H 6 To make out the tax and rate bills for tuition, against the persons 
liable to pay the same, as shall be voted by the district. 

If 7. To make .such returns to the school committee in matter and form, 
as shall be prescribed by them, or the Commissioner of Public Schools, 
and perform all other lawful acts that may be required of them by the dis- 
trict, or which may be necessary to carry into full effect the powers and 
duties of schoool districts. , 

Sec. XV. If 1 . Whenever a tax shall be voted by any district, the same 
shall be levied on the ratable estate in said district, according to the esti- 
mate and apportionment in the tax bill of the town to which such district 
belongs, last completed, or next to be completed, as said district may 
direct. 

If 2. Whenever any real estate situated within the district is so assessed 
and entered in the tax bill of the town, in common with other estate sit- 
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uated out of said district, that there is no distinct or separate value upon 
it, the trustees of the district may call upon one or more of the assessors 
of the town, not residing in said district ; and it shall be the duty of said 
assessors on such application, to assess the value of said real estate so 
situated, and in making such assessment, to proceed as in making the 
tax bill of the town. 
[As to notice and other particulars see Digest page 425.] 

Sec. XVI. If any school district shall neglect or refuse to establish a 
school and employ a teacher for the same, for nine months, the school 
committee of the town may establish such school, and employ a teacher, 
as the trustees of the district might have done ; and any school district 
may, with the consent of the school committee, devolve all the powers 
and duties relating to public schools in said district, on said com mil tee. 

[By act of June 1846, § 3, if any district neglects to organize, or, if organized, 
shall for the space of six months neglect or refuse to establish a school and employ 
a teacher, the school committee of the town may either by themselves or by an 
agent by them appointed establish a school and employ a teacher.] 

Sec. XVII. Any town, at any legal meeting, may vote to provide 
school-houses, furnish the same with fixtures and necessary and useful 
appendages, in all the districts, from time to time, at the common expense 
of the town. 

[See S 4, If 2, and § 6] 

Sec. XVIII. Tl. Any two or more adjoining primary school districts 
in the same or adjoining towns, may by a concurrent vote, agree to estab- 
lish a secondary or grammar school, for the older and more advanced chil- 
dren of such districts, under the management of a committee, composed 
of one member from each of said districts, to be appointed annually for 
each district, by the school committee of the town, or towns to which 
such districts belong respectively ; and said secondary school committee 
shall locate the school, provide school house, fuel and furniture, employ 
teachers, regulate the studies, the terms of admission, the number of pu- 
pils to be admitted, the rate of tuition, and have the general control of 
the sohool ; Provided, that no teacher shall be employed in any secondary 
school, without exhibiting a certificate of qualification, signed by a school 
inspector for the county, or the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

^T 2. The school committee of the town or towns in which such sec- 
ondary school shall be established, shall draw an order in favor of the 
committee of said school, to be paid out of the public money appropria- 
ted to each district interested in said secondary school, in proportion to 
the number of scholars from each. 

Sec XIX. IT 1. Whenever it shall be found convenient to form a 
school district of two or more contiguous districts, or parts of two or more 
contiguous districts in adjoining towns, such towns respectively concur- 
ring therein, may form such district, and alter and discontinue the same. 
[By act of June 1846, the concurrence of the towns is rendered unnecessary.] 
IT 2. The first meeting of any district composed of parts of two or 
more towns, shall be called by a notice signed by the school committees 
of the several towns to which such parts belong, and set up in one or 
more public places, in each town within the limits of the joint district ; 
and said district may, from time to time thereafter, prescribe the mode of 
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calling and warning the meetings, in like manner as other school dis- 
tricts may do. 

IT 3. Every district established by two or more towns, shall have all the 
powers, and perform all the duties allowed or prescribed in regard to 
school districts, and shall be subject to the supervision and general man- 
agement of the school committee of the town in which the school of the 
joint district may be kept, or the school-house, when erected, may stand. 

H 4. Whenever a joint district shall vote to build or repair a school- 
house by tax, the amount of such tax, and the plan and specification of 
such building or repairs shall be approved by the school committee of the 
towns out of which said district is formed. 

IV. Teachers. Section XX-I. 

Sec. XX. No person shall be employed to teach as principal or aa- 
sistantj-in any school supported in part, or entirely, by public money, un- 
less such person shall exhibit a certificate of qualification, signed either — 

IF 1. By the chairman of the school committee of any town, or the 
sub-committee appointed for this purpose, which shall be valid for one 
year from the date thereof, in any public school or district in said town, 
unless annulled ; or, 

IF 2. By an inspector for the county, which shall be valid for two years 
from the date thereof, in every town and district of the county for which 
such inspector shall be appointed, which last certificate, when signed by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools, shall be valid in any public school 
of the State, for three years, unless the same is annulled. 

Provided, That neither of the above authorities shall sign any certifi- 
cate of qualification, unless the person named in the same shall pro- 
duce evidence of good moral character, and be found on examination, or 
by experience, qualified to teach the English language, arithmetic, pen- 
manship, and the rudiments of geography and history, and to govern a 
school. 

Sec. XXI. Every teacher in any public school, shall keep a register 
of all the scholars attending said school, their ages, their parents or guar- 
dians, the date when each scholar entered and left said school, and their 
daily attendance, together with the day of the month on which said school 
was visited by any of the authorities named in this act, with the names 
of the visitors. 

miscellaneous provisions. 

Sec XXII. The General Treasurer shall pay to the treasurer of the 
town of Charlestown, the sum of one hundred dollars annually, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of some suitable person or persons to be ap- 
pointed annually by the Governor, in support of a school for the use of 
the members of the Narragansett tribe of Indians, and for the purchase 
of books and other incidental expenses of said school ; and an account 
of the expenditure of said money shall be rendered annually to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and a report of the condition of the school be transmit- 
ted to the Commissioner of Public Schools, on or before the first Mon- 
day of May ; Provided, that in the apportionment of the public money, 
by the saia Commissioner, and by the school committee of the town of 
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Charlertown, the number <rf the Narraganaett Indians in such town shall 
not be included. 

Sec. XXIII. No child shall be excluded from any public school in 
the district to which such child belongs, if the town is divided into dis- 
tricts ; and if not so divided, from the nearest public school, except by 
force of some general regulation, applicable to all children under the same 
circumstances ; and in no case, on account of the inability of the parent, 
guardian, or employer of the same, to pay his or her tax, rate, or assess- 
ment, for any school purpose whatever. 

[See §5, IT 9.] 

Sec. XXIV. The school committee of any town, or the trustees of 
any school district, are authorized to make arrangements with the com- 
mittee of any adjacent town, or the trustees of ^ny adjacent district, for 
the attendance of such children, as will be better accommodated in the 
public schools of such adjacent town or district, as the case may be, and 
to pay such a portion of the expense of said schools, as may have been 
agreed upon, or as may be just and proper. 

Sec. XXV. Any money appropriated to the use of public schools, 
which shall be applied by a town, school district, or any officer thereof, 
to any other purpose than that specified by the law, shall be forfeited to 
the state ; and any officer or person who shall fraudulently make a false 
certificate or order, by which any money appropriated to public schools 
shall be drawn from the treasury of the State, or the town, shall forfeit 
the sum of fifty dollars to the State ; and it shall be the duty of the Com- 
missioner of Public Schools to bring a suit to recover said forfeitures in 
behalf of the State. 

Sec. XXVI. In the construction of this act, the word "town" shall, 
include the city of Providence, so far only as to entitle the same to a dis- 
tributive share of the money appropriated to the support of public schools, 
on making the annual report required of the several school committees, 
in matter and form as prescribed by the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

Sec. XXVII. Any person conceiving himself aggrieved in conse- 
quence of any decision made by any school district meeting, or by the 
trustees of any district, or the committee of any town, or by a county 
inspector, or concerning any other matter arising under this Act, may ap- 
peal to the Commissioner of Public Schools, who is hereby authorized and 
required to examine and decide the same : and the decision of said Com- 
missioner, when approved by any Judge of the Supreme Court, shall be 
final and conclusive. 

[See § 3, T 4.] 

Sec. XXVIII. All general acts and resolutions heretofore passed re- 
lating to public schools, and all acts authorizing particular towns and dis- 
tricts to build school houses, and perform other duties now provided for 
in the preceding sections, are hereby repealed. 

Provided, That all acts and resolutions relating to the public schools 
in the city of Providence, and the town of Newport, are hereby contin- 
ued in force. 

Provided further, That all rights vested in any person or persons by 
virtue of any of the acts hereby repealed, shall remain unimpaired and 
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unaltered by this act ; and that all matters commenced by virtue of any 
of the laws aforesaid, now depending or unfinished, may be prosecu- 
ted and pursued to final effect, in the same manner as they might have 
been, if this act had not been passed. 

Sec. XXIX. This act shall not take effect till after the next ses- 
sion of the General Assembly, and in the mean time the existing laws 
relative to public schools shall continue in force. 
Passed, June Session, 1845. 

True Copy: Witness, HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 



AN ACT 
In addition to, and in amendment of "An Act relating to Public Schools" 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section I. The limits of the school districts in the several towns shall 
continue the same as before the passage of said act, until they shall be 
altered by the school committee of the town ; and the formation or altera- 
tion of a joint district in adjoining towns shall be left with the school com- 
mittees of such towns. 

[This amends § 4, * i_ § 5, H 3— § 10, and § 19, IT 1, of the School Law of 
Jane 1845. 

Sec. II. Any school district may elect, at their meeting for organi- 
zation, or at their annual meeting in April or May, either one or three 
trustees, as they may decide, and such trustee or trustees shall hold their 
offices until the next annual meeting, or until their successors are qualified. 

[This amends § 13, IT 7, and § 12, 1T 2, of School Law of June 1845.] 

Sec III. If any school district shall neglect or refuse to organize, 
or if organized, shall for the space of six months, neglect or refuse to es- 
tablish a school and employ a teacher for the same, the school committee 
of the town may by themselves, or an agent by them appointed, establish 
such school and employ a teacher, as the trustees of the district might 
have done. 

[This amends § 16 of School Law of June 1845.] 

Sec IV. The Commissioner of Public Schools shall furnish to each 
district school a suitable register, and publish and distribute to each dis- 
trict, an edition of the school law with the alterations above made, and 
such forms and explanations as may be necessary for the uniform admin- 
istration of the same ;* and the expense thereof, when approved by the 
Governor, shall be paid out of the Treasury. 

Sec. V. In case of the absence or sickness of the Commissioner 
of Public Schools, the Governor is hereby authorized to appoint a suitable 
person to act as Commissioner during such absence or sickness. 
Passed, June Session, 1846. 

True Copt: Witness, 

HENRY BOWEN, Sec 
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AN ACT in addition to, and amendment of " An Act relating to Public 

Schools." 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Sec. I. The Moderator and Clerk of a district may, on being elected, 
administer the necessary engagement each to the other in open meeting ; 
and when so engaged, or if engaged before any other officer in open meet- 
ing, the record of the clerk shall be presumptive evidence thereof. 

Sec II. The record of a Clerk, that a meeting has been duly or 
legally notified, shall be presumptive evidence that it has been notified as 
the law requires. 

Sec. III. Inhabitants of school districts, or persons paying taxes 
therein, shall be competent witnesses in all civil and criminal cases, not- 
withstanding their interest as such, if not otherwise disqualified. 

Sec. IV. The Clerk, Collector, Treasurer and all trustees of districts 
shall hold office until their successors are qualified to act. 

Sec V. The school committees shall have the sole power (subject to 
appeal) of laying off and altering school districts, subject to the proviso 
of section IV, TT 1, of the act of June session, A. D. 1845. Provided, 
that where there are no districts, the Committee shall not proceed to lay 
off districts without the direction of the town. All votes of school com- 
mittees laying off or altering school districts, passed since June session 
A. D. 1846, not inconsistent with the foregoing provisos and not ap- 
pealed from, are hereby confirmed. 

Sec. VI. A district may authorize its trustees to fix a rate of tuition 
or assessment instead of fixing it themselves ; and either district or trus- 
tees shall exempt therefrom such as they may consider unable to pay the 
same ; and the rate-bill therefor shall be collected by the district collector 
in the same manner as if it was for town taxes. 

Sec VII. Any person committed to jail by the district collector 
either for a tax or for a rate-bill for tuition or assessments shall be entitled 
to the benefit of " An act for the relief of poor persons imprisoned for 
debt," in the same manner as if committed for town taxes. ^ And any per- 
son assessed in any rate-bill as aforesaid, may, before commitment, ap- 
ply to any justice of the peace in the town, out of the district, for a cita- 
tion to the trustee or trustees to appear at a time and place named, within 
said district, and show cause why he should not be admitted to take the 
oath prescribed in said act ; said citation shall be served three days be- 
fore the time appointed upon the trustee, (or upon any one of them if more 
than one,) and the applicant shall be heard before the Justice signing the 
citation, and may by him be admitted to take the oath aforesaid; and a 
certificate thereof, signed by him, shall be a full protection to the appli- 
cant against any further proceedings for collecting said rate. And the 
service of the citation aforesaid shall suspend such proceedings for at 
least ten days, unless the case be sooner heard and disposed of. 

Sec VIII. All doings of districts and district officers in cases where 
the latter were not engaged as required by law, shall, nevertheless, be 
valid, provided they be engaged within thirty days from the passage of 
this act. 

Sec IX. In dividing for this year, that portion of the State money 
which is to be divided according to the attendance of last year, the school 
committee shall have power to make the division to the best of their dis- 
cretion as near thereto as may be. 

Sec X. Anv officer of a district who shall willfully and know- 



238 Acts relating to Schools, Oaths of Office, $c. 

ingly refuse to perform any duty imposed upon him by any of the acts re- 
lating to public schools, or who shall willfully and knowingly violate the 
provisions of said laws, may be indicted therefor, and on conviction fined 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and shall, besides, be liable to suit for 
any damages any person may suffer thereby. 

Sec. XL When any town shall neglect to direct how the money 
raised from the town and registry taxes shall be divided, the school com- 
mittee may divide it. 

Sec. XII. When a whole district unites with the whole or part of a 
district in another town, to form a joint district, according to section XIX. 
of the act of June, A. D. 1845, it shall be entitled to its full proportion of 
school money, as if it were not a joint district; and when a part of a 
district unites to form a joint district, the school committee shall assign 
to it such portion of the school money as tbey may deem proper. 

Sec XIII. A school district may organize at any time after the pro- 
per notice ; and all organizations of school districts made in any other 
month than that fixed for the annual meeting, and legally notified and oth- 
erwise legally held, are hereby confirmed. 

Sec XIV. Section XIII IT 5, and so much of section IV, H 4, of 
the school act of June, 1845, as requires the number of the school com- 
mittee to be fixed at the first meeting held after the passage of that act, 
are hereby repealed, and the said number may be fixed at any annual town 
election. 

Passed October Session, 1846. 

True Copy : Witness. HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 



AN ACT in relation to oaths of office. 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Sec I. Any Judge, Senator, or Town Clerk shall have full power to 
administer to all State, Town or other officers, civil or military, the en- 
gagement required to be taken by them by law. 

Sec II. No proceedings heretofore had, since the Digest of 1844 
went into effect, shall be held invalid on account of any such engage- 
ment having been taken before any of the officers above named ; provided, 
that this act shall not affect any suit or action already commenced, 

Oct. 1846. True Copy: Witness. HENRY BOWEN, Sec. 



AN ACT to provide for the Education of the Indigent Blind, and the 

Indigent Deaf Mutes. 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The sum of fifteen hundred dollars is hereby annually ap- 
propriated for the education, at " the American Asylum at Hartford, for the 
instruction of the deaf and dumb," of the indigent deaf mutes of this 
State ; and for the education of the indigent blind of this State, at the in- 
stitution for education of the blind, located at South Boston. 

Sec 2. Said sum shall be paid out of the General Treasury to the 
orders of Byron Diman, of Bristol, who is hereby appointed commissioner 
for the distribution of said appropriation, with full authority to determine 
which of said persons in this state shall be admitted to the benefit thereof, 
and the portion which such shall receive : Provided, that no one person 
shall receive any portion thereof for more than five years, nor a greater 
sum in any one year than one hundred dollars, 
Passed January 25, 1845. 
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AN ACT in addition to an Act in relation to Oaths of Office:— 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Any clerk of a school district, when qualified to act as such, may ad- 
minister any affirmation or oath of office required to be taken by any offi- 
cer of a school district ; and any such oath or affirmation heretofore ad- 
ministered by a clerk of a school district shall be held to be valid. 
Passed January Session, 1847. 

True Copy: Witness, 

HENJtY BOWEN, Sec'y. 



Voted and Resolved, That nothing in any of the several acts relating to 
Public Schools shall be so construed as to require any engagement or 
oath of office to be taken by any moderator of a school district meeting ; 
and that any clerk of a school district who has not yet taken the necessary 
engagement, may take the same within sixty days from the passage here- 
of, with the same effect as if taken immediately after his election. 
Passed January Session, 1847. 

True Copy: Witness, 

HENRY BOWEN, Sec'y. 



AN ACT in addition to the several acts relating to Public Schools: — 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section I. Any town may elect a school committee of the number of 
one for every district in the town, if they so determine. Whenever the 
number of the school comfnittee consists of more than six persons, four 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. II. The school committee shall have power to employ some per- 
son, not of their number, to perform the duty of visiting the schools. 

Sec. III. In districts where public schools of different grades are es- 
tablished, the legal voters may fix a rate of tuition for each grade of school, 
not exceeding one dollar per scholar for the lowest grade, and two dollars 
for the highest grade, for any term of three months : Provided, that the 
amount of such tax, and the rate of tuition, shall be approved and author- 
ized by the school committee of the town. 

Sec. IV. In all cases of forfeiture of school money by any town or dis- 
trict, arising under Sec. 3, par. ,2, and Sec. 5, par. 12, of the> act relating 
to public schools, the commissioner of public schools may on application 
examine into the facts and remit the forfeiture, if he deems it equitable. 

Passed General Assembly, June Sesssion, 1847. 
fc True Copy: Witness, 

L _ HENRY BOWEN, Sec'y. 



AN ACT to provide for the voluntary incorporation of Library, Acad- 
emy, and School Associations: — 
Whereas, by the 24th and 25th sections of an act to revise and amend 
the several acts relating to Public Schools, passed at January session, 



242 Remarks. 

ing some one or more of the committee for performing this duty. It is be- 
lieved that all the towns would find it for their advantage to pursue this 
course. It has already been tried with success in Cumberland, Hopkinton, 
and Smithfield. 

5. Library. By § VII., Towns are empowered to raise money by tax to 
establish a town school library, and to adopt regulations for its use. The 
Commissioner will be at all times ready to give his advice, and to aid in the 
selection and purchase of the proper books. 

TOWN TREASURER. 

6. The town treasurer should, as soon as the State money is apportion- 
ed, which is to be done in May, (§ III. 1" 1.) and as soon as the school 
committee have made their report and the town has voted to raise what the 
law requires, apply to the Commissioner for an order for his town's por- 
tion. . If the town appropriation be made by a standing by-law instead of an 
annual vote, he may apply immediately, provided the school committee 
have made the report the law requires. Some towns make a practice of 
depositing their school money in some bank, which will pay them a low 
rate of interest. But it should be always subject to order. 

If the treasurer is newly elected, or his election not generally known, it 
may be well for him to procure from the town clerk a certificate to the fact 
of his being treasurer. 

He is to keep a separate account of all school moneys, and is, within 
one week after the annual town meeting, to furnish the school committee 
with a particular account of all school moneys in his hands, the sources 
from which derived, &c. All orders for money on the town treasurer 
must be signed by the chairman of the school committee. See Form 32. 

7. The town treasurer, to obtain an order on the State treasury, should 
furnish to the Commissioner a certificate that the town has appropriated 
for the support of public schools for the current year, $ (being at least 
a sum equal to one-third of what the town received from the State last year.) 
Or the town clerk may certify to the fact. This certificate may be in the 
following form. 

Town of A.D.I 8 

I certify that in addition to the funds received .from the State, and to the 

unexpended school moneys of last year, received from all sources, this 

town has by vote passed in a legal town meeting, appropriated the sum of 

dollars, to be paid out of the town treasury, for the support of 

public schools in this town for the present year, according to law. 

A. B., 
. Town Treasurer of said town. 
To C. D., 

Commissioner of Public Schools. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

8. The school committee should first be engaged and then elect their 
chairman and clerk. It would be well to have the certificate of their 
own election and engagement made upon the record book itself, as loose 
papers are more liable to be lost. See Form 1,2,3. 

The number of the school committee, either three, six, nine, or twelve, 
is to be fixed at each annual town election. See $ IV. fl 4, and act of 
Oct., 1846,$ 14. By Act of June, 1847, the Committee may consist 
of one for each school district. 
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9. Vacancies. If any member of the committee resigns, the rest (if there 
be a quorum) may supply the vacancy. If so many resign or refuse to 
serve, as not to leave a quorum, the vacancy must, as in case of the other 
town officers, be supplied by the town council, until the mext town 
meeting. See Digest, page 302, y 6. 

10. Meetings. They should hold meetings at least quarterly, as the law 
requires. But the schools cannot prosper much unless meetings are held 
much oftener than this. By frequent meetings and coriversation, much 
valuable information may be acquired. And it would be well for committees 
to be continually endeavoring to obtain a knowledge of the situation of the 
different districts, the amount of taxable property in each district, the num- 
ber of the agricultural and manufacturing population respectively, &c. &c 
and this sort of information should be preserved, as it is absolutely neces- 
sary to enable them and their successors to discharge well their duties. 

All acts of the school committee to be valid, must be done at a meeting 
of the committee. Giving their assent to any measure separately, and 
without meeting, would probably be held illegal. / 

The manner of calling special meetings of the committee, should be 
regulated by by-law. If there be no by-law, the chairman should call 
them, and should give every member notice if possible. See R. 30. 

11. Within a week after the annual town meeting, the school committee 
are entitled to receive from the town treasurer, a report of all school 
moneys in his hands, specifying particularly the sources whence derived, 
&c. See $ IX. 

12. As soon as elected, the clerk of the committee should forward to the 
School Commissioner a list of the names of the committee, with their 
post-office address, and should also inform him in what way packages or 
bundles can most conveniently be sent to them. This will materially aid 
the Commissioner in the discharge of the duties of his office. 

13. Laying off Districts. A town may vote to manage its schools col- 
lectively or by districts. If there are districts, the whole power of laying 
them oft, making new ones, altering them, and of settling disputed boun- 
daries, is vested by law in the school committee, subject to an appeal, 
to the Commissioner, whose decision, when approved by a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, is to be final. See act of October, 1846, § 5. 

Although the law has not required any particular notice to be given be* 
fore deciding on making or altering districts, yet reasonable notice should 
be given in all such cases. 

In laying off districts, regard should be had to the convenience of 
attending school, the number of scholars, the valuation of property, and 
ability to provide school-houses, &c. It will be always expedient to 
bound them by rivers, roads, or other natural or well-known boundaries, 
when practicable. When the lines can, without inconvenience, be so 
drawn as to include all of any person's farm, in the same district where 
his dwelling-house is, it will save a great deal of trouble and expense in 
assessing taxes. 

In New York they bound their school districts by lines running from 
one specified point to another, and when this line crosses any per- 
son's farm or lot, they tax the whole farm or lot in the district where the 
dwelling-house is, if there be one on it. But this rule is objectionable, be- 
cause when a tax is contemplated, a person so situated may avoid a portion 
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of it by a fraudulent conveyance of his land. ' And every purchase or sale 
of land so situated does practically alter the bounds of the district. 

Districts must be set off by bounds including certain land. Lt is not 
sufficieflt (in those towns where the schools are managed and the school" 
houses built by districts,) to declare that a district shall be composed of 
such and such persons. The Supreme Court of Massachusetts have de- 
clared such districting to be invalid. 7 Pick. 106 and 12 Pick. 206. 

When a district which has built a school-house, is divided, or its bounds 
altered so as to take off any portion of it, the joint property is to be equita- 
bly apportioned among them. If the district owe any debts, they should 
of course be considered in the apportionment. See the law $ XI. In 
some cases this can be done by a division of the property itself. In other 
cases the rent or income may be apportioned, according to the peculiar 
circumstances. The school committee must decide such cases, subject, of 
course, to the appeal .provided by the law. 

Where it is more convenient for a person belonging to one district to 
send to a school in another district, the school committee may alter the 
bounds so as to include his house ; or the trustees, or if no trustees, the 
committee may permit his children to attend such school and pay for it 
under the provisions of $ XXIV. And the committee may make the same 
arrangement for those who can more conveniently attend a school situa- 
ted in a neighboring town. 

In every town, after the boundaries of the districts are settled, it would 
be well to have a description of them printed for general information and 
circulation. They might, with propriety, be attached to the School Regu- 
lations. 

14. The power of forming joint districts on the borders of the different 
towns, is also confided to the school committees. Many of the manufac- 
turing villages are on streams which are the boundaries of towns, and are 
partly in both towns. In such situations the school committees should 
encourage the union of the adjoining districts, (see § XIX.) as both 
together may be able to establish a better school, or keep one for a longer 
time, or to establish them of different grades. See Act of June, 1846, § 1. 

The manner of apportioning the money to a joint district is regulated by 
Act of October, 1846, § 12. 

In assigning to a district which forms part of a joint district, its propor- 
tion of that part of the money which is divided according to average attend- 
ance, the committee will of course take the average attendance of that 
portion of the scholars who belong to their own town. 

13. Location, plans, <fyc. The school committee are to locate all school- 
houses, and to approve of all plans and specifications for building them. 
When the district is unanimous, and,the location on the whole unobjection- 
able, the committee will defer to their wishes ; but in cases of dispute, they 
should endeavor to select such a site as will best accommodate the greater 
portion of the district. Plans for the erection and repairs of district school- 
houses must also be approved by the school committee, or by the Com- 
missioner. This provision, together with that requiring that the school 
committee must approve all rates of tuition and taxes that any district 
may order, Was intended to operate as a salutary check against the 
improper exercise of the powers given to school districts. In some dis- 
tricts there may be but few legal voters ; in others, the majority of voters 
may be persons not interested in the property in the district; and various 
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other cases may happen where a minority should be protected against the 
abuse of the power of taxation. And for this purpose, the law requires 
the approbation of the school committee, the majority of whom will proba- 
bly belong to other parts of the town, and have no private or personal 
interest in the local controversies and disputes of the district.. 

For the same reason the law requires the plan of building to be approved 
by the committee. The committee should therefore investigate this subject, 
and visit and examine the best school-houses, so as to be prepared to act 
when called on. They will find a variety of plans in the document on 
school-houses, attached to the Report of the Commissioner in 1845, 
which they can modify according to circumstances, and from which, at least, 
they may derive many useful hints. 

16. Examining Teachers. The examination of persons wishing to teach 
as principal or assistants, the granting of certificates of qualification, and 
the annulling of such certificates, are among the most important duties 
devolving on the school committee, and on their faithful performance the 
efficiency of the law mainly depends. 

The inefficiency of the former school system in many of the towns was 
owing to the fact that the duties of examining teachers and visiting the 
schools were too generally neglected or ill performed. , 

The law gives the committee the power to appoint a sub-committee for 
the purpose of examining teachers. But it is respectfully suggested that 
where the whole committee can meet for this purpose, it is most advisable. 
It will have a more imposing effect upon the teachers themselves, and in- 
competent persons will be less likely to present themselves. 

In making such examinations, whether by the whole board, or by the 
sub-committee, they should inquire first, as to moral character. On this 
point the committee should be entirely satisfied, before proceeding further. 
Some opinion can be formed from the general deportment and language of 
the applicant, but the safest course will be, with regard to those who are 
strangers to the committee, to insist on the written testimony of persons of 
the highest respectability in the towns and neighborhoods where they 
have resided ; and especially to require the certificate of the 'school com- 
mittee and parents of the districts where they have taught before, as to the 
character they have sustained, and the influence they have exerted in the 
school and society. 

While a committee should not endeavor to inquire into the peculiar 
religious or sectarian opinions of a teacher, and should not entertain any 
preferences or prejudices founded on any such grounds, they ought, with- 
out hesitation, to reject every person who is in the habit of ridiculing, deri- 
ding or scoffing at religion. 

And while the examination should in no case be extended to the political 
opinions of the candidate, yet it may with propriety extend " to their man- 
ner of expressing such belief, or maintaining it. If that manner is in itself 
boisterous and disorderly, intemperate and offensive, it may well be sup- 
posed to indicate ungoverned passions, or want of sound principles of con- 
duct, which would render its possessor obnoxious to the inhabitants of the 
district, and unfit for the sacred duties of a teacher of youth, who should 
instruct by example as well as by precept/' — N. Y. Regulations. 

Second, as to literary attainments. The lowest grade of attainments is 
specified in the school law in the proviso to $ XX. li 2. Every teacher 
must have been found qualified by examination, or by previous experience, 
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which must have come to the personal knowledge of the committee, to 
teach the English language, arithmetic, penmanship, and the rudiments of 
geography and history. An examination as to the attaiq merits of the 
teacher in these branches might be so conducted as to test his capacity, in 
those particulars, to teach any grade of schools. Some reference, there- 
fore, must be had to the condition and wants of the district schools as they 
now are. But no person should be considered qualified to teach any 
school, who cannot speak and write the English language, if not elegantly, 
at least correctly. He should be a good reader, be able to make the 
hearer understand and feel all that the author intended. He should be 
able to give the analysis as well as explain the meaning of the words of the 
sentence, and explain all dates, names and allusions. He should be a 
good speller ; and to test this, as well as his knowledge of punctuation, the 
use of capitals, &c.,he should be required to write out his answers to some 
of the questions of the committee. He should understand practically the 
first principles of English grammar, as illustrated in his own writing and 
conversation. He should be able to write a good hand, to make a pen, 
and teach others how to do both. He should show his knowledge of 
geography by applying his definitions of the elementary principles to the 
geography of his own town, state and country, and by questions on the map 
and globe. He should be able to answer promptly all questions relating to 
the leading events of the history of the United States and of his own state. 
In arithmetic, he should be well versed in some treatise on mental arith- 
metic, and be able to work out before the committee, on the black board or 
slate, such questions as will test his ability to teach the text books on 
arithmetic prescribed for the class of schools he will be engaged in. 

Third, his ability to instruct. This ability includes aptness to teach, a 
power of simplifying difficult processes, — a skill in imparting knowledge, — 
of inducing pupils to try, and to try in such a way that they will derive 
encouragement as they go along, which must be given by nature, but may 
be cultivated by observation and practice. An examination into the liter- 
ary qualifications of a candidate, as ordinarilv conducted, and even when 
conducted by an experienced committee-man, or even by a teacher, will 
not always determine whether this ability is possessed, or possessed in a 
very eminent degree. Hence it is desirable for the committee to ascer- 
tain what success the candidate has had in other places, if he has taught 
before ; and if this evidence cannot be had, whether he has received any 
instruction in the art of teaching ; or has been educated under a success- 
ful teacher ; or has visited good schools. In conducting the examination 
to ascertain this point, the candidate should be asked how he would teach 
the several studies. He should be asked how he would proceed in teach- 
ing the alphabet to a child who had never been instructed at all in it ; as 
for example, whether he would give him words or fingle letters ; or letters 
having a general resemblance; or in the order in which they are ordinarily 
printed ; or by copying them on a slate or black-board, and then repeat- 
ing their names after the teacher; or by picking them out of a collection of 
alphabet blocks, <fec. &c. So in spelling. He should be asked how he 
would classify his scholars in this branch, and the methods of arranging 
and conducting a class exercise ; how far he would adopt with the class 
the simultaneous method, and how far the practice of calling on each mem- 
ber in regular order ; how far he would put out the word to the whole 
class, and after requiring all to spell it mentally, name a particular scholar 
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to spell it orally ; how far he would adopt the method of writing the word, 
and especially the difficult words, on a slate or blackboard ; how far he 
would connect spelling with the reading lessons, &c. 

It will be more satisfactory sometimes, perhaps, to have a class of small 
scholars present at the examination, and let the candidate go through a reci- 
tation with them, so that the committee can have a practical specimen of 
his tact in teaching each branch of study ; in explaining and removing 
difficulties, &c. 

The same method of examination should be carried into reading, and 
every other branch. It is more important to know that the teacher has 
sound views as to methods, than that he is qualified as to literary attain- 
ments. 

Fourth, ability to govern. This is an important qualification, insisted 
upon by the law, and indispensable to the success of the schools. On this 
point the committee should call for the evidence of former experience, 
wherever the candidate has taught before, and when this cannot be had, 
the examination should elicit the plans of the teacher as to making children 
comfortable, keeping them all usefully employed, and interested in their 
studies, his best system of rewards and punishments, and examples of the 
kinds of punishment he would resort to in particular cases, and all other- 
matters pertaining to the good order and government of a school. In this 
connection, the age, manners, bearing, knowledge of the world, love and 
knowledge of children, <fcc, of the applicant will deserve attention. 

In addition to these qualifications which the law requires, the address 
and personal manners and habits of the applicant should be inquired into, 
for these will determine in a great measure the manners and habits of the 
children whom they will be called upon to teach. 

The most thorough and satisfactory mode of conducting the examination 
is by written questions and answers ; and it will be desirable, if the exam- 
ination is conducted orally, to keep minutes of the questions and answers. 

While every teacher should be found qualified in the particulars speci- 
fied in the law, the certificate might show the peculiar qualification of the 
persons to whom it is given, viz. that he or she is peculiarly fitted for a 
primary school, or a high school, as principal or assistant, as the case 
may be. 

The school committee must remember that on the thoroughness and 
fidelity with which this duty is performed, depends in a great measure the 
success or failure of the school system. The whole machinery moves to 
bring good teachers into the schools, and to keep them as long, and under 
as favorable circumstances as possible. 

If the teacher adds to his other qualifications, a knowledge of the art of 
singing, it will be an additional recommendation to him with those who 
desire to have a good sqhool. Singing in school serves as a recreation 
and amusement, especially for the smaller scholars ; it exercises and 
strengthens their voices and lungs, and by its influence on the disposition 
and morals, enables a teacher to govern his school with comparative ease. 

The committee should exercise a sound discretion in the examination. 
If a person has been before examined by them, and the committee have 
often visited his school, and know him to be a good teacher, the law allows 
them to give him a certificate founded on this experience. {See proviso § 
XX. H 2.) But re-examinations can in no case do any injury, and by 
gradually increasing their rigor and adding to the requirements, much may 
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be done towards raising the general standard of education. The committee 
should, for convenience of reference, keep a tabular list of the names of all 
persons examined by them, either on their common record book, or in a 
book kept for that purpose, with columns for the date, age, place of resi- 
dence of the applicant, the result of the examination, and any other remarks 
that may appear worthy of remembrance. 

School committees should endeavor to encourage, by all the means in 
their power, our own young men to come forward and qualify themselves as 
teachers. A large portion of the money expended here has been paid to 
teachers from abro'ad, many of whom were persons who could not obtain 
schools where they were better known. While the great object should be 
to secure the services of the best teachers, from whatever state they may 
come, it is certainly of great importance to the State, morally, intellectually, 
and politically, that we should hereafter not be so dependent upon citizens 
of other states for our teachers as we have heretofore been. The large 
amount of money carried away every year is in fact one of the least of the 
evils of this dependence. For the Form of Certificate, F. 6. 

17. Annulling Certificates, As a teacher's qualifications depend not 
merely upon his learning, (of which a committee can judge from examina- 
tion,) but upon his moral character, his disposition and temper, and his ca- 
pacity to impart information, and to govern a school, in regard to all which 
the committee may be deceived or not fully informed, the law gives the 
committee the* power to annul any certificate they may have given, if on 
trial the teacher proves unqualified. A teacher may also refuse to adopt 
the proper books, may introduce improper books, may refuse to adopt what 
the committee deem the best methods of instruction, or may violate other 
regulations of the committee. In such cases a remedy is necessary. 

Unless the offence is gross, and the evidence palpable, it will generally 
be best to give the teacher notice of any complaint before deciding to 
annul his certificate. And in many cases friendly advice, and a private 
warning conveyed in courteous language, may settle the difficulty and ren- 
der any public proceeding unnecessary. See the Form 8, and note. 

If the teacher received his certificate from the Commissioner, or a county 
inspector, the committee or trustees should apply immediately to the Com-' 
missioner, who will decide according to the circumstances, and promptly, 
if the occasion requires it. 

1 8. Visitation of Schools. There was no duty of the school committees 
under the old law more generally neglected than that of visitation. 

The new law makes it the express duty of committees and trustees to 
visit the schools often. Without personal visits to the schools, the com- 
mittee can know nothing about the teacher's capacity to impart informa- 
tion, or about his method of instruction and government. 

By act of June, 1847, the Committee are authorized to employ some 
suitable person to visit the schools in their stead. 

Visiting the schools also has the effect of encouraging the teacher in 
the performance of his duties ; and if the teacher is visited and treated 
with proper respect by the committees, trustees, and parents, it materi- 
ally aids to secure to him respectful treatment from the scholars, and ena- 
bles him to govern his school and preserve order with ease, and without 
resorting to corporeal punishment. 

But the greatest effect is on the pupils themselves. School is now con- 
sidered by many of them as a place of punishment. But if their parents 
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and others visit them often, and take an interest in their studies and pro- 
gress, it gives a new character at once to the school and the school-room, 
and they contemplate it with pleasure instead of dread. 

It will also have the effect of accustoming the pupils to recite before 
strangers, and help them to get rid of that timidity and reserve which, if 
not early removed, may prove a serious hindrance to their success in many 
pursuits in after life. 

While it will be advisable to assign one or more schools to each mem- 
ber of the committee, for the purpose of visitation and general supervision, 
it will be very desirable that all the schools shall be visited at least once a 
term by the same person or persons, so that a comparison can be instituted 
between the different teachers and schools, and the official reports and 
returns be made out more understandingly. The trustees and parents of 
each district should be invited to accompany the committee on their visits ; 
and it will be well to encourage the teachers to visit each other's schools, 
with a few of their most advanced scholars. 

In visiting schools, whether by the whole board, sub-committee, or indi- 
vidually, the following are among the objects which deserve attention : 

The condition of the school-house and appurtenances ; its location ; size 
and condition of yard and out-buildings ; construction, size, outward ap- 
pearance, and state of repair of building ; by whom built and owned, 
whether by town, district or* proprietors ; number and size of entries, and 
whether furnished with scraper, mat, hooks and shelves for hats, outer 
garments, water-pail and cup, broom, duster, &c. ; dimensions of school- 
room, and its condition as to light, whether too much or too little — as to 
the air, pure or impure, — as to temperature, whether too high or too low ; 
modes of ventilation, whether by lowering or raising upper or lower sash, 
by opening into attic, by flue or otherwise ; whether heated by close or 
open stove, fire-place or furnace ; construction and arrangement of seats 
and desks ; whether all the scholars, and especially the younger, are com- 
fortably seated, with backs to lean against, and with their feet resting on 
the floor, and all facing the teacher ; whether there is a platform where 
the teacher can overlook the whole school, and aisles to allow of his pass- 
ing to every scholar to give such instruction as may be necessary, in their 
seats ; whether there is a place to arrange the classes for recitation, and 
accommodations for visitors, &c. 

On entering the school, the committee will first ascertain all necessary 
particulars respecting the teacher, such as his certificate, general plan, 
&c. These will enable them to form a proper judgment of what takes 
place in the course of their subsequent inspection and inquiries. 

The school register should be called for, and such particulars as to the 
number and names of the scholars, their age, parents, attendance and 
studies, should be gleaned, as will enable them to speak on the importance 
of regular and punctual attendance, to expose the evils of the contrary 
practice, and to commend before the whole school those who are among the 
most regular. An inspection of the register will inform the committee what 
children are not connected with the school, and a kind and timely call, 
a word with the parents or guardian, may save such children from ignor- 
ance, and the community from its consequences. 

The committee should inquire into the number of classes, and the 
studies they pursue. Such exercises should be called for as will exhibit 
the proficiency of the pupils, and the methods of instruction adopted by the 
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teacher, and enable the committee to judge of the tact of the teacher in 
imparting information. The teacher, in justice to himself and his pupils, 
should be allowed to conduct some of the exercises himself, and in his • 
usual manner, as the scholars, (if not used to being visited by strangers) 
will be less timid when examined by him, and the committee will have a 
better opportunity to see his mode of instruction. But the comi&ittee 
should also ask questions, and in some cases take the examination into 
their own hands. 

It will be well to place in the hands of the more advanced scholars, 
written or printed questions, to be answered in writing, while the examin- 
ation of other classes is going forward. And the same or similar questions 
should be asked in every school visited, and the answers will be to some 
extent an unexceptionable standard of comparison between the teachers 
and the schools. 

The committee should be careful to notice .the manner in which the 
pupils spell and read. In reading, especially, there is great carelessness 
in many of our schools. They should also observe the teacher's manners 
and mode of governing. If the school is not provided with proper maps, 
blackboards, &c, by proper remarks on their uses and importance, they 
may be the means of inducing the district to procure them. 

Such inquiries should be made as will show,how far the rules and regu- 
lations of the school committee are observed, as to teachers, books, the 
cleanliness and preservation of the school-house, the manners of the 
pupils, <fec. 

Great care should be taken not to wound unnecessarily the feelings of 
teacher or pupils, and commendation should be bestowed wherever it is 
deserved. 

19. Selecting Books. The schools have heretofore suffered much from 
the great variety of books used. It has rendered classification impos- 
sible, and whenever a scholar has changed his district or his school, a 
new set. of books was to be purchased. Uniformity should be established 
in the schools of a town at least. And by proper management, by procuring 
some person in the town or county to act as agent, a great saving in ex- 
pense to the parents can be effected. In regard to the selection, the com- 
mittee are entitled to the advice of the Commissioner and the benefit of his 
experience ; and it is expected that they in turn will co-operate with him 
in such measures as he may recommend or adopt to secure a uniformity 
of books in the State. 

But no rule which a committee may adopt as to the books to be used, 
should be so framed or construed, as to prevent a teacher from using ex- 
planations or illustrations to be found in other books upon any particular 
subject. In arithmetic and algebra it will be a profitable exercise for the 
teacher to give the pupils occasionally for solution, questions and problems 
from other books besides the prescribed ones. 

No book should be introduced into any public school by the committee, 
containing any passage or matter reflecting in the least degree upon any 
religious sect, or which any religious sect would be likely to consider 
offensive. 

20. Rules and Regulations. The school committee should prescribe 
a system of rules and regulations respecting the age, admission, attendance, 
classification, studies, discipline and instruction of pupils, in all the schools ; - 
the examination and duties of teachers ; the kinds of books to be used, 
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d&c. Useful hints in framing such rules may be derived from the " Reg- 
ulations" of the Providence schools, appended to the Report of the School 
Commissioner for 1845, p. 240, and from the specimens of such rules, 
which will be found among the Forms, 39. 

The age for admission should be uniform in all the districts of a town, 
as otherwise some districts may have the advantage over others in the ap- 
portionment of the public money. 

21. Apportioning'Money. The committee, having ascertained what they 
can depend upon from the state treasury, the town and the registry act, will 
apportion it as soon as possible according to $ V. T 11. But they are 
not authorized to pay out or give an order to any district which has not 
complied with T 12, of$ V. for the year preceding. The law makes 
a district's complying with the provisions of $ V. T 12, for one year, a 
pre-requisite to its receiving any money the next year. [As to the pres- 
ent year, however, see paragraph 7 of the Commissioner's circular, dated 
June 30, 1846, and act of Oct., 1846, § IX.] 

As to apportioning money to a joint district, see R. 14, and act of Oct., 
1846, § 12. 

It will in all cases be desirable, and the safest course for the commit- 
tee, to let the school money remain in the town treasury, (at interest, if 
possible) until the schools are kept, and not to give orders for it any faster 
than they are satisfied it is actually expended. It may then be paid to 
the teacher or his order, on his producing or sending a bill certified or 
allowed by the trustee, if there be any trustees, or otherwise at the dis- 
cretion of the committee. 

The committee will find it greatly to their convenience to keep a sepa- 
rate book for accounts. In this book a separate account might be opened 
with each school or school district, in which the district should be from 
time to time credited with the money apportioned to them, and then charged 
with the orders which have been given to them. 

Another separate account may be so kept, by listing all the sums of 
money appropriated to schools on one side, and all orders given on the 
other, as to show at any time the balance under the committee's control. 

22. Reports. By $ XI V. H 7, trustees are to report to the school com- 
mittee, at such time and in such form as the committee or Commissioner 
may prescribe. These returns must be made in season to enable the 
committee to digest them, and prepare a report to the Commissioner by 
July 1st; § V..1T 13, for .which reports the Commissioner will furnish forms. 
The committee are, also, at the annual town meeting, to make a written 
or printed report to the town, of all their doings, the condition of the 
school?, plans for their improvement, &c. 

23. The committee must aid in organizing districts by giving the notice 
for the first meeting, to be signed by the chairman of the committee. (See 
§ V. *H 1.) If there be a school-house, the meeting must be there ; other- 
wise the committee must fix the place. See the form for the notice, [F, 11,] 
and $ XI I. of the law. 

24. Any district when met, may, by $ XVI., vote to devolve upon the 
committee, with their consent, the whole management of their schools ; 
and in that case the committee can exercise in that district all the powers 
which the district itself might exercise, may keep the school, have the 
custody of the school-house, fix the rates of tuition, &c. 

25. By Act of June, 1846, $ III, if any district neglect to organize, or 
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if organized, shall for the space of six months neglect or refuse to estab- 
lish a school, the committee may, either by themselves or their agent, 
employ and pay a teacher for the district. 

26. All orders, notices,'and all public official papers, must be signed by 
the chairman. It will be well to recollect this provision of the law, to pre- 
rent mistakes. School Act, § V, T 1. 

27. Gradation of Schools. The school committee can promote a grada- 
tion of schools, or a separation of the younger and the older scholars, and 
the primary and advanced studies into distinct schools or departments. 

Whenever the schools of a town are managed independent of districts, 
a sufficient number of schools of different grades can be established by the 
committee, at convenient locations, varying in the studies pursued accqrd* 
ing to the circumstances of the population. See § IV. If 1. 

And in towns which are divided into districts, there are many villages 
and thickly settled districts, where a gradation of schools can be introduced. 
By separating the small children from the older scholars, the instruction 
of both can be carried on to greater advantage, and with a great economy 
of time and expense. By putting the small children under the care of a 
female teacher, they can have more of the teacher's time devoted to tbem, 
and will learn with a rapidity surprising to those who have not seen the 
effects of it. This enables the teacher of the large scholars to devote 
his whole attention to their improvement. 

By act of June 1 847, where there is a gradation of schools, a district 
may increase the' rate of tuition to $2. 

They may recommend the union of two or more adjacent districts, for 
the purpose of establishing a secondary or grammar school for the older 
and more advanced pupils of each district/ This can be done to advan- 
tage in almost every town. See § XVIII. 

28. Records. At the beginning of the year the committee should have 
a warrant or certificate of their election from the town clerk, (See Form 1,) 
which it would be well to have made upon the record book itself, as loose pa- 
pers are often lost. Then let the certificate of engagement follow in order. 

The clerk should record any motion negatived, as well as those adopted, 
as parties may be interested, and have a right to appeal, in many cases, 
from a negative vote as well as from. an affirmative one. 

When it can be conveniently done, the minutes of the proceedings, as 
drawn out by the clerk, should be read in open meeting, or at the next 
meeting, for correction, if necessary. Misunderstandings may thus be 
prevented. 

The clerk should always record the names of the members of the com- 
mittee present at any meeting. He should also keep copies of all ab- 
stracts, and of all reports made to the Commissioner, so that the committee 
may have them for future reference and comparison. 

TRUSTEES. 

29. Trustees may be annually appointed by the districts. If a vacancy 
happens after the annual meeting, the school committee can supply it. 
By act of Oct. 1846, § 4, all trustees hold office until their successors are 
qualified. 

Trustees, on being appointed, should send to the Commissioner infor- 
mation of their appointment, with the name of their post-office, that he 
may know how to address any communication to them. 
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30. If there are three trustees, a majority can act. " Where a body or 
board of officers is constituted bylaw to perform a trust for the public, or to 
execute a power or perform a duty prescribed by law, it is not necessary that 
all should concur in the act done. The act of the majority is the act of 
the body. And where all have due notice of the time and place of meet- 
ing, in the manner prescribed by law, if so prescribed,— or by the rules 
and regulations of the body itself, if there be any — otherwise if reasonable 
notice is given, and no practice or unfair means are used to prevent all from 
attending and participating in the proceeding, it is no objection that all the 
members do not attend, if there be a quorum." 21 Pick. Rep. 82. 

"31. The trustees must employ the teacher by $ XIV. f[3. The fifth 
paragraph of § XIII. which was inconsistent with this is repealed by 
\ K of the Act of October, 1846. 

• In employing a teacher or assistant teacher, trustees should be cautious 
to employ no one who lias not a legal certificate, .and not to employ one 
after notice that his certificate is annulled, as in such u case, the trustees 
might be held personally liable for the teacher's wages. (See the form.) 
The trustees should see that the teacheT keeps a proper register of attend- 
ance, in order that his district may receive its due portion of school-money 
next year ; and when the school is over, this register should be deposited 
with the trustees, or in the office of the clerk of the district. They should 
require the teacher to furnish them with such items of information as are • 
necessary U) make out their annual report to the town committee, which 
report should be made about the first of May, or sooner if the school is 
out, or at such time as the committee shall fix. Forms for these reports 
will be furnished to the districts, and can be obtained from the committee 
or from the town clerk's office. 

If trustees appropriate any of the public money to pay a teacher not 
legally examined, they are liable to a penalty under § XXV. 

The school must be kept four months in order to obtain the money for 
the next year. 

If any scholars can more conveniently attend school in an adjoining dis- 
trict, trustees, are authorized by § XXIV, to make a bargain for that pur- 
pose. They should also take care that the school is kept in a house which 
will not be disapproved of by the committee of the town. § V, IT 12. 

32. Trustees should regard the visiting of the schools as one of the most 
important of their duties, and which should by no means be neglected. 
For some account of the subjects they should inquire into, whenever they 
visit a school, see R. 18. * • 

33. When a district is organized and has trustees, they are to notify the 
annual and special district meetings. See the Forms and $ XII, of the 
Law, and if there be no district school-house, they are to fix the place of 
meeting. 

34. Trustees should encourage meetings of teachers in their neighborhood, 
for mutual improvement. And if any teacher neglects or refuses to attend 
a teacher's institute, when organized under proper auspices, and when he 
conveniently can, it should be regarded as a sign of unfitness for the place. 
No one is so well qualified, as not to be able to learn from his fellows 
many useful hints as to methods of teaching, books, &c, and no one should 
be unwilling or too proud to learn. 

35. Trustees should see that an inventory of all the maps, books and other 
property belonging to the district, is made from time to time, and preserved 
among the papers of the district. 
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They should also keep a regular account of all moseys they may receive 
from assessments or other sources. 

36. A trustee should recollect that in order to obtain from the school-com- 
mittee any order for money, they must have made a proper return from 
their district for the year ending on the first of May previous, and must 
also furnish to the committee a certificate that the u teachers' money," 
(i. e. the money which the district received from the town treasurer as 
their part of the state appropriation) for the year ending the 1st of May 
previous, had' been applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever. School Act, § V. T 11 and 12. 

For further particulars, see the Forms and notes, and § XI V. of the law, 
and R. 41. 

• DI8TR1CTS. 

37. Districts are declared to be bodies corporate. They are to be 
numbered by the school committee, § X. As it was feared by some that 
the repealing clause of the new school law might be construed to do away 
with the old, and require a new division of districts, the 1st section of the 
act of June, 1846, was framed so as to recognize the old division, so that 
districts, single and joint, remain as they were before the passing of the 
taw, until altered by the Committee. 

All district officers must, according to the Constitution, be electors. 

38. Meetings. As to notifying district meetings, see the Forms and § XII. 
of the Law. When met, the district must organize by choosing a moderator 
and clerk. The moderator and clerk, when elected may, by Act of Oct. 
1846, § 1, administer the engagement to each other in open meeting, or 
if a justice or other officer is present, may be engaged by him, and the 
clerk's record will be presumptive evidence of the facts. Every district 
meeting may choose its own moderator who will preside at the meeting 
and any adjournment of it. But the clerk is an annual officer. They may 
then vote to devolve the care of their school on the school committee, 
(see Form,) or may appoint a trustee or trustees to manage it. A collector 
and treasurer may be appointed at the annual or at any special meeting 
when a tax is ordered ; but it would be better to appoint a treasurer at 
the annual meeting regularly. See F. 14, 15. 

By Act of January, 1847, the Moderator need not be engaged.* 
If the Moderator refuses to put questions to vote, or he or any other 
district officer violates the law, they are liable to pay a fine, by Act of 
October, 1846, § 10. 

. The annual district meeting is to be in April or May, but special meet- 
ings may be called by the trustees at any time. 

By act of Oct. 1846, § 3, inhabitants of districts may be witnesses in 
all cases, and so may prove (if disputed) the legality of the notice and 
meeting. 

39. Vacancies in the office of trustee must be filled by the school com- 
mittee. Vacancies in other offices can be filled at any regular or special 
meetings. Vacancies may sometimes happen from a refusal to serve, or 
from a resignation. The latter need not be in writing. 

A person resigning should give information of it to the officer or persons 
who have power by law to fill the vacancy. 

40. At all district meetings a reasonable time should be allowed for the 
people to assemble. And if in the course of proceeding, any legal vote is 
rejected, or any illegal vote received by the moderator, by which the result 
is affected, an appeal may be taken to the Commissioner for redress. 
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41. Districts may fix a rate of tuition to be paid by the parents towards 
the support of the school, (provided said rate be approved by the school com- 
mittee.) But no scholar can be excluded from the school on account of 
the inability of his parent to pay the rate. 

Or the district may authorize the trustees to fix the rate or assessment. 
And either district or trustees must exempt such as they consider unable 
to pay the assessment. And to guard against any abuse of this power, if 
a person is assessed for a rate who is unable to pay, he may apply to any 
Justice of the Peace and be discharged on taking the poor debtor's oath, 
without waiting to be committed to jail. See Act of October, 1846, § 5 
and 6 and 7. A liberal discretion should be used in exempting poor pa- 
rents from the rate Few will claim an exemption in such a case unless 
there is a real inability* 

42. Quorum of District Meetings. It has been repeatedly decided in the 
courts of England and this country, that at common law where there is 
no statute provision, when a meeting of a corporation, consisting of an 
indefinite number of persons (as towns, districts, &c.) is properly notified, 
no particular number is requisite to form a quorum, but a majority of those 
present may act. 

To require a majority of the voters of a district, would in many cases 
prevent the doing of any business at all. And to fix any particular num- 
ber would be difficult, because there are some districts where this num- 
ber would be more than the whole number of voters. The law has there- 
fore required the notice of the meeting to be given with great particularity, 
and then presumes that every voter who does not attend, assents to what 
is done by those present. 

At the same time, it will not be advisable to proceed in any matter of 
importance, such as laying a tax, &c, unless a respectable number of voters 
attend. 

43. Residence to vote. If the person be entitled to vote in town meeting, 
and be an actual resident of the district, no particular length of residence 
in the district is necessary to qualify him. 

44. Reconsideration. A district may reconsider and rescind any vote at 
any time before any contract has been made under it. But after a contract 
has been made, or an individual has incurred^any expense or liabilities in 
consequence of a vote of the district, they cannot with justice rescind it. 
And if rescinded, they will be held liable to make good all damages and 
losses incurred. 

45. Debts, fyc. due from district, how recovered. By the decisions which 
have been made in several of the states, as to towns, parishes, school dis- 
tricts, and other corporations, which generally have no corporate funds, 
the individual members and inhabitants are personally liable, and an execu- 
tion against the corporation can be levied on the property of any inhab- 
itant. 

46. Taxation. The districts have power to purchase, hire and repair 
school-houses, provide blackboards, maps, furniture, a clock or timepiece, 
a school library, bell, record and account books, mats, scrapers, water- 
pails, and other necessary and useful appendages. The law gives them 
a general power to tax for school purposes. They may tax to pay rent 
of a hired house. They may also tax to repair a hired house, provided 
they have a valid lease of it for a definite period. And to guard against 
any abuse of this power, the tax must be approved by the school com- 
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raittee, and the plans for building and repairs must also be approved by 
the committee or Commissioner. And in all cases of laying taxes, it 
would be better to specify the precise amount, or the precise rate of the tax. 

Fuel and tuition (over and above what is received from the town and 
state money) may be raised either by a tax on the property of the district 
or by an assessment on the parents of the scholars. See § XIII, fl 6. Act 
of Oct. 1846, § 6, and R. 41. But an assessment for this purpose must 
be authorized by the district. 

In building school-houses by taxation, districts will take notice that the 
act about building school-houses in the Digest, page 539, is repealed by 
the new law, and tha^all proceedings must be under the Act of June, 1845. 

See the Forms and notes, especially note to F. £0. 

47. Use of School-house for other purposes. A school-house built or 
bought by taxation, on the property of the district, should not be used for 
any other purpose than keeping a school, or for purpose directly con- 
nected with education, except by the general consent of the tax-paying 
voters. The law gives the district the power of raising money by tax for 
no other purposes. To construe it otherwise, would be indirectly to give 
to the majority of a district the power to erect a meeting-house for them- 
selves, and to tax those of a different persuasion, who constituted the mi- 
nority, to help them build it. But where a school-house is given to the 
district or built by subscription, its use will of course depend upon the terms 
of the donation or subscription. 

A district cannot vote to dissolve itself. Such a vote will be wholly 
null and void. 

JOINT DISTRICTS. 

48. As to mode of uniting two contiguous districts in adjoining towns, see 
L. $ XIX, and F. After they are organized, the trustees will notify the 
subsequent meetings, according to the provisions of § XII. They are 
considered for many purposes as one district, elect the same officers as if 
they were only one district, and may prescribe the manner of giving notice 
of future meetings. See § XIX. and R. 14, and Act of June 1846, §1. i 

DISTRICT CLERK. 

49. The district clerk should be engaged, (see Forms. 5,) and should 
have his engagement certified by the proper officer upon the record book 
of the district, as then it will not be liable to be lost. 

By act of January, 1847, the clerk, when engaged, may engage all 
other district officers. 

He should make himself thoroughly acquainted with all the provisions 
of the law relating to district meetings, notices, &c, as upon his proceed- 
ings and proper management their legality will in many cases depend. See 
R. 38, and F. 14, 15, &c. 

When a trustee or a treasurer is elected, the clerk should make out and 
sign and seal a warrant or certificate of his election, upon which he 
may be engaged. See Forms, 4 and 5. 

The clerk should, at the request of any person interested, record a mo- 
tion which is negatived, as well as a motion passed, as in many cases a 
person may be entitled to an appeal. 

In the record of every meeting, it would be well for the clerk to state 
how the meeting was notified, and when and by whom the notices were 
posted up. In many cases, at some distance of time, it might be important 
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to know how the meeting was notified, and the evidence of it should not 
be left to depend upon mere recollection. By Act of October, 1846, § 2 
and 3, the record of the clerk is made prima facie evidence that the meet- 
ing was legally notified, and inhabitants of the district can be admitted to 
prove the notice. But it would be easy and best to preserve one of the 
original notices themselves, especially when a tax is to be voted. 

It would be well also for the clerk, at the close of every meeting, to 
read aloud the minutes he has made of the proceedings, so that any mis- 
take may be corrected at the time. 

DISTRICT TREASURER. * 

50. The district treasurer should have a certificate or warrant, be en- 
gaged, and give bond. His duties are very simple ; to keep the district's 
money, if they have any, pay it out to order, and keep proper accounts 
of it, and exhibit them to the trustees or district when required. In case 
of collecting a tax, he must issue the warrant to the collector. See 
Forms, 22,23,24. 

DI8TRICT COLLECTOR. 

51. See the Forms for collecting taxes and notes, to F. 20, and R. 46. 

TEACHERS. 

52. Every teacher is required (§ XXI,) to keep.a register of all the 
scholars attending, their names, ages, names of parents or guardians, the 
time when they enter and leave school, and their daily attendance and the 
dates when the school is visited by the commissioner, county inspector, 
committee or trustees. Forms for these registers will be prepared by the 
Commissioner, (§ III. IT 3, and act of June 1846, § IV.) He must also 
furnish the trustees or district with such information as may be necessary 
to make the returns required by the school committee. 

The teacher should inform the committee of the time of commencing 
and closing his school, in order that they may know when to visit it. 

53. It is important that the register be correctly kept, and the average 
rightly calculated, as upon that depends the amount of money the district 
will receive next year. * 

To ascertain the average, place the number of those who have attended 
each half day in a column under each other successively, add together, 
and divide the sum by the number of half days the school has been kept. 
The result will be the average to be reported. In case the school is 
kept longer than the four months required by law, the committee must use 
their discretion in fixing a rule for calculating the average. It should be 
uniform in each town. Where a summer term and a winter term are kept, 
and a different set of scholars attend each term, the following will probably 
answer. Calculate the average for the first term of four months, as before 
stated. Then for the other term take the names of all those who did not 
attend the other term, calculate the average of their attendance and add it 
to the first. 

A uniform rule should be adopted as to scholars belonging to one dis- 
trict who attend school in another. 

54. The teacher should conform to all regulations of the school commit- 
tee, in regard to hours, discipline, books, &c, as for any violation of them 
his certificate may be annulled, or he may be dismissed. He may, (if the 

3 
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school committee by regulation authorize it,) suspend a scholar tempor e 
rily, until a hearing can be had before the committee, in which case, h 
should immediately notify the committee. (See § V. T 8.) 
x The teacher should assist the trustees by all the means in his power, 
in making proper reports, as upon the accuracy and fullness of these 
reports may depend the success or failure of many provisions of the law, 
as well as the wisdom of future alterations of it. 

If the teacher has a proper sense of the importance of his position, and 
conducts himself accordingly, he will secure to himself the affection and 
respect of the people of his district, by exerting his utmost powers to pro- 
mote the moral and intellectual advancement, not only of his scholars, but 
of the community around him. The moral influence he may exert by his 
example and instructions, can hardly be estimated. And he may, by en- 
couraging lectures and literary meetings, aid in diffusing much useful 
information. 

55. In regard to the use of the Bible in schools, two observations occur 
here. If the committee prescribe, or the teacher wishes to have the Bible 
read in school, it should not be forced upon any children whose parents 
have any objections whatever to its use. In most cases the teacher will 
have no difficulty with the parents on this subject, if he conducts with 
proper kindness and courtesy. In the next place, no scholars should be 
set to read in the Bible at school, until they have learned to read with 
tolerable fluency. To use it as a text book for the younger scholars, often 
has the effect of leading them to look upon it with the same sort of careless 
disregard, and sometimes dislike, with which they regard their other 
school books, instead of that respect and veneration with which this 
Book of books should always be treated and spoken of. 

56. There is another object, in the attainment of which teachers may 
materially aid. In almost every school there will be pupils studying sur- 
veying. By encouraging these to survey the limits of the district, he may 
not only give his scholars most valuable lessons in the practice of the art, 
but by overseeing and ascertaining its correctness, may aid in procuring 
a good map of the town and the state, now so much needed. These 
maps might be drawn on a scale of rods to an inch, and represent 
the rivers, roads, principal buildings and farms, and any remarkable mon- 
uments and natural features of the district. Copies could be sent to the 
school committee, who might put them together, and thus obtain a correct 
map of their township. 

57. That the teacher may know that the law has amply provided for the 
protection of his school against all who may be disposed to disturb it, we 
publish here the provision of the law. " Every person who shall be con- 
victed of willfully interrupting or disturbing any town or ward meeting, 
any assembly of people met for religious worship, or any public or private 
school, or any meeting lawfully and peaceably held for purposes of literary 
or scientific improvement, either within or without the place where such 
meeting or school is held, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year, or 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars." Digest, p. 395, § 93. 

A complaint under this act may be made to die attorney general, or any 
justice of the peace. v 
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APPEALS. 

58. The law has wisely provided a cheap and efficient mode of set- 
tling all disputes arising under the school law. It was intended to sate 
to districts and individuals the expense and trouble of a long suit in court. 
Any person aggrieved at any decision of any district, school committee, 
trustees, or county inspector, " or concerning any other matter arising 
under this act," may appeal to the Commissioner of Public Schools, who 
will notify and hear the parties without cost, and his decision, when ap- 
proved by a Judge of the Supreme Court, is to be final. See the Forms, 33. 

All appeals, however, should be taken within a reasonable time, and 
before any contract is made, or liability incurred, under the vote or act 
appealed from. If the appeal is not made within such a reasonable time, 
that circumstance alone will be a sufficient reason for dismissing it. And 
no appeal will be entertained unless made by the party aggrieved. 

REPEAL. 

59. The twenty-eighth section repeals all the general school acts, 
including the act relating to building school-houses, contained in the 
Digest, page 529, and all acts authorizing particular towns and districts 
to build school-houses, and perform other duties relating to schools. Only 
the local acts relating to Providence and Newport are excepted. 

But as it was thought by some that this sweeping clause abolished the 
old school districts, ^ 1 of the act of June, 1 846, was passed to remove 
the doubt, and all limits of school districts established by the towns, 
school committees (or, as was sometimes done, by the General Assembly 
on petition) are to remain as before the passage of the law, until legally 
altered. 

DEAF, DUMB, AND BLIND. 

60. By an act of Assembly, passed January, A. D. 1845, (Pamphlet 
Laws, page 616,) the sum of fifteen hundred dollars is to be annually ap- 
propriated for the education of the deaf, dumb and blind, and the Hon. By- 
ron Diman was appointed Commissioner for its distribution. As there 
are a number of these in every town in the State, the school committees* 
and friends of education and humanity, should look them up and see that 
they receive their proper share of the appropriation. See the Act at 
length. 
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These Forms have been drawn out in order to assist those who may be 
disposed to undertake any office or duty under the school laws, to save 
them expense and trouble, and to bring about a uniformity of practice as 
far as can be done. These forms are not prescribed by law, but are be- 
lieved to conform substantially to the law, and to be safe precedents. 



1. Warrant, or Certificate of Election of Committee. 

To of greeting: 

This certifies that you, the said were at a 

town meeting, holden in, and for the town of on the 

day of A. D. 184 being the annual meeting 

of said town for choice of town officers, chosen to the office of school com- 
mittee of said town, and are by virtue of said appointment fully authorized 
and empowered to discharge all the duties of said office, and to exercise 
all the powers thereto belonging, according to law, being first duly engaged 
as the law directs. 

Witness my hand and the seal of said town hereto affixed by 
me,thi8 day of A. D. 18 

Town Clerk. 

Note. — If not chosen at the annual town meeting, but at some other meeting 
previously appointed by the town, vary the phraseology accordingly. See S I V. 
U 4. It will be advisable, although perhaps not absolutely necessary, for a commit- 
tee to have a certificate of their election similar to the above, either one for each 
member or one for all collectively. 




2. Engagement of School Committee, 

You do solemnly swear [or affirm] that 

you will be true and faithful unto this State, and support the laws and con- 
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stitution thereof, and the Constitution of the United States ; and that you 

will well and truly execute the office of school committee of the town of 

for the ensuing year, or until another be engaged 

in your room, or until you be legally discharged therefrom : so help you 

God : [or> this affirmation you make and give upon peril of the penalty of 

perjury.] Digest, page 305. 



3. Form of Certificate of above engagement. 

Town of A. D. 18 

Before the subscriber, personally appeared 

elected school committee of said town, and took the oath [or affirmation] for 

said office in the form required by the 22d section of " An Act in relation 

*o the Election and Duties of Town Officers," contained in the Digest of 

Laws of the State, Page 305. 

A. B., Justice Peace, or Notary Public, as the ease may be. 

Note. — As to who may administer the, oath, see the School Law, note to I V. 
The certificate may be made upon the back of the warrant if any, or upon a sepa- 
rate paper. It may be advisable also to have the engagement certified in the 
Record Book of the School Committee, as it may be important to preserve the 
evidence of their being qualified to act, and loose papers are more liable to be 
mislaid or lost. 

Since the above was printed, by Act of October, 1846, all engagements may also 
be taken before any judge, senator, or town clerk, 



4. Warrant or Certificate of Election of Trustees. 
To of greeting : 

This is to certify that you the said were 

at a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the town of 

legally notified and held and conducted according to 
law, at in said district, on the day of 

A. D. 18 , chosen to the office of Trustee [or Trustees] of said district, 
according to the provisions of the several acts relating to public schools, 
and are by virtue of said appointment, being first duly engaged, fully 
authorized to discharge all the duties, and exercise all the powers, of said 
office according to law. t 

Witness my hand, and the seal of said district, this 
day of A. D. 18 

Clerk of said District. 
Nora.— This form will answer also for the Treasurer and Collector. 
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5. Form of Certificate of engagement of Trustees, Clerks, Treasurers, 
Collectors, <$•<;., of Districts. 

Before the subscriber, personally appeared A. B., and took a solemn 
(oath) by me administered in the following form: " You A. B. do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that you will be true and faithful unto the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, and support the laws and constitu- 
tion thereof, and the constitution of the United States, and that you will 
well and truly execute the office of for the ensuing year, or 

until another be engaged in your room, or until you be legally discharged 
therefrom : so help you God : (or this affirmation you make and give upon 
peril of the penalty of perjury.) 

Before me C. D., 

Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. 

Note. — A Trustee can be engaged before the chairman or clerk of the school 
committee. But a clerk of district, treasurer or collector, must be engaged before 
a justice or notary, or by Act of October, 1846, any of these officers may be engaged 
before a senator, judge or town clerk, and by Act of June, 1847, the clerk of the 
district, when engaged, may engage all the other district officers. 

By Act of October, 1846, § 1, the moderator and clerk may engage each other in 
open meeting, and the clerk's record will be evidence of it. 

No form of oath is prescribed for the clerk, treasurer, or collector, but as their 
duties (§ XIII. it 8,) are the same as those of the town officers, they must take the 
same oath, of which we have given the form above. See Digest, 305. 



6. Certificate to a Teacher, from a Qommittee. ' 
The School Committee of the town of s hereby 

certify that A. B. of is qualified to teach in the 

public schools in said town, according to the provisions of the acts rela- 
ting to public schools. This certificate to be valid within said town for 
one year from the date thereof, unless previously annulled by the school 
committee or some superior authority. 

Date. In behalf of the School Committee of said town. 

Chairman. 

7. Certificate from an Inspector. 
r I, A. B., County Inspector for the county of under the 

provisions of the act relating to public schools, hereby certify that C. D. 
of is qualified to teach in the public schools of said 

county, according to the provisions of said act. This certificate to be 
valid in and throughout said county, for the space of two years from the 
date thereof, and if signed by the Commissioner of Public Schools, to be 
jvalid throughout the State for three years, unless sooner annulled accord- 
ng to law. A. B. 

Date County Inspector. 
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8. Form for annulling a Certificate. 

To the Trustees of School Districts in the town of 
and all others it may concern. 

Whereas the School Committee of this town did on the day of 

A. D. 18 issue to of 

a certificate of qualification as a teacher in the public schools : Now 
know ye, that upon further examination, investigation and trial, the said 
has been found deficient and unqualified (or the 
said has refused to conform to the regulations made 

by the Committee, as the case may be,) and we do therefore, by the author- 
ity given us by law, declare the said certificate to be annulled and void 
from this date, of which all persons whose duty it is to employ teachers of 
public schools, are hereby requested to take notice. 

By order and in behalf of the School Committee of the town of 

Date. Chairman. 

Note. — If a complaint is made against a teacher, it will in most cases be proper 
for him to be notified before a decision on his case. And notice of the annul- 
ling should be immediately given to the Trustees of the District, and generally, 
in order to prevent his being again employed. See R. 17. 



9. Memorandum of a Contract with a Teacher. 
This agreement, made this day of A. D. 18 

between A. B. &c. [trustee, school committee or agent appointed by the 
school committee, as the case may be,] of on the one 

part, and X. Y. of on the other part, witnesses that the 

said X. Y. hereby agrees to teach, for the compensation herein mentioned, 
a district school in and for said district, [at specify 

the building if desired] for the term of months [or weeks] com- 

mencing and ending and the 

said X. Y. further engages to exert the utmost of his ability in conducting 
said school, and improving the education and morals of the scholars, to 
keep such registers and make such returns to the trustees and to the school 
committee as may be required of him, and in all respects to conform to all 
such regulations for the government of said school as may be made by the 
school committee of said town, and to the provisions of the laws regula- 
ting public schools. And in case the certificate of qualification of said 
X. Y. should be annulled, or if he shall not keep the register and^ make 
return, as aforesaid, or should violate such regulations as aforesaid. 
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this agreement from thenceforth shall be of no effect. And the said 
[committee, trustee or agent,] agree to pay the said X. Y. therefor at the 
rate of per month [or per week,] to be paid at the end of each 

month [or the term] out of the school money by law apportioned to said 
district, and the legal assessments which may be made, and in no event out 
of ithe private property of the contractor. And it is further agreed that 
the possession of the school house and its appurtenances shall at all times 
be considered as being in the trustees [or school committee 
or agent.] 

Witness our hands and seals hereto the day first above 
mentioned. 

Sealed and executed in presence of 




10. Vote of School Committee to fill a vacancy in the office of Committee or 

Trustee. 

Voted, that in pursuance of the authority given by law to the school com- 
mittee, A. B. oe ana ne is nereby appointed a member of this school com- 
mittee [or trustee or one of the trustees of School District No. as the 
case may he] in the place of late deceased [or who has 
resigned, as the case may be.] 

« ' 

1 1 . Notice of the first meeting of a District. 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the legal voter* 
of School District No. in the town of at the 

school house in said district, [if no school-house, then the school committee 
must appoint the place] at o'clock in the noon on 

the day of A. D. 184 , for the purpose of 

organizing said district, of electing officers for said district for the ensuing 
year, or for the purpose of considering the expediency of building [or 
repairing] the school house in said district, and laying a tax on the ratea- 
ble property of the district therefor, [as the case may be] and of transacting 
any other business which may lawfully come before said meeting. 

By order and in behalf of the School Committee of said town. 

Date. Chairman. 

Note. — See the provisions of the law as to notice. As to where the notice 
shall be posted up, see the law. All notices must be put up five days. And care 
should be taken to preserve evidence that the meeting was properly notified. See 
R. 49. 
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12. Notice of Annual District Meeting. 
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of School District No. 
of the town of • that the annual meeting of said district, 

for the choice of officers and the transaction of any other business which 
may lawfully come before said meeting, will be held on 
the _ day of A.D.18 at o'clock 

in the noon, at the district school-house, (if no school-house, the 

trustee or trustees must appoint a place.) C Trustee 

( Trustees. 
Note. — A special meeting may be called by like form, except that the object of 
all special meetings must be stated. All notices must be posted up five days. As 
to where posted, see law. See R. 49. 



13. Application to Trustees for a Special Meeting. 

To A. B. &c. Trustee or Trustees of School District No. 

The subscribers respectfully request that you would call a meeting of the 
legal voters of School District No. as soon as the legal notice 

therefor can conveniently be given, for the purpose of fixing the rate of 
tuition to be paid by the parents, guardians or employers of children 
attending school— of taking measures to establish a school library— of 
considering the propriety of building, repairing or removing a district 
school-house — or of raising money by tax on the rateable estates of the 
district for the purpose of, &c. [as the case may be.] 

Date. To be signed by at least five persons qualified to 

vote on the questions to come before the meeting. 



14. Commencement of District Records. 

For first meeting. At a meeting of the legal voters of School District 
No. of the town of called by the school committee of 

said town, and notified according to law, — [here in some cases it may be 
advisable to state particularly how the notice was given] — and held accord- 
ing to notice at the district school-house, on the day of 
A. D. 18 at o'clock in the noon. 

For annual meeting* At the annual meeting of the legal voters of 
School District No. of the town of notified by 
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the trustees of said district according to law— [in some eases specify as 
above] and held according to notice at the district school house [or if there 
be none, say at being the place appointed^ the trustees] 

on the day of A. D. 18 at o'clock in 

the noon. 

For special meeting. At a meeting of the legal voters of School Dis- 
trict No. of the town of held (in pursuance of an appli- 
cation to the trustees) at on and which 
meeting was duly notified by the trustees as the law requires. 

For adjourned meeting. At a 'meeting of the legal voters of School 
District No. of the town of held according to 

adjournment at on 



15. Form for choosing Officers, SfC. 

The following named persons were chosen to the offices set against 
their respective names, viz. 

A. B., Moderator, 
C. D., Clerk, <fcc. 

Or instead of above, say, 

Voted, that A. B. be appointed Moderator of this meeting. 

Voted, that C. D. be appointed Clerk, [or Trustee, Treasurer, <fcc] of this 
district [in place of O. P. resigned, &c. if such be the case ,] to hold his office 
until the next annual meeting, and until his successor is qualified to act 

The clerk then, in presence of the meeting, took the oath in the form 
prescribed in section 22 of an act in relation to the election and duties of 
town officers, administered by E. F., Esq. Justice of the Peace, [or Public 
Notary, Moderator, Senator, Judge, or Town Clerk.] See Form 5. 

It was moved by A. B. and seconded by C. D. that and 

after discussion, the question was put and the motion was rejected, or 
adopted. 

Voted, that the Trustee [or Trustees] of this district be authorized to Gx 
such a rate of tuition or assessment, for the purpose of supporting the 
public school in this district, the ensuing year, as they may deem necessa- 
ry, subject to the conditions of § XIII. fl 6 of the School Law. [See Act 
of October, 1846, § 6 & R. 41.] 

Note. The engagement of the Moderator should* also be certified as above. - 
He can be engaged before either of the above named officers or by the Clerk. 
See Act of October, 1846, § 1. But by Act of January, 1847, the Moderator 
need not be engaged. 
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16. Vote of a District prescribing mode of notifying Meetings. 
Whereas each school district has by law the power to prescribe the 
manner of notifying all future district meetings, voted, that hereafter all such 
meetings shall be notified by posting up the notices signed by the proper 
officers and for the time specified by law, at the following places within 
this district, viz., on the sign-post of the tavern now occupied by A. B v on 
Ae door of the school-house, court-house, gristmill, or in some conspicuous 
place in the shop or store now kept by A. B. &c, [as the district may de- 
cide.] 

Note. Experience shows that notices put up in the inside of a house, in a bar- 
room, shop, &c. are very seldom attended to, especially if they be in writing, not 
printed. A sign-post, a large tree close by the travelled part of the road, the rail- 
ing of a bridge, the outside of a door, &c. are the places where they would be 
most likely to be seen. In some cases where there is a mill, store, &c. out of 
the district to which the people of the district often resort, it would be well to 
put up a notice there in addition to the notices within the district. 

But the power to prescribe the mode of notice does not authorize a district to 
dispense with notice, or to prescribe a less number of days than five. 



17. Vote of District to devolve care of School on School Committee. 
Voted, (if the School Committee of this town consent thereto and ac- 
cept thereof ) that all the powers and dutie^of this district, and the trustees 
thereof, relating to keeping public schools in this district, be, and they are 
hereby devolved on said school committee, until this district shall choose 
a new trustee or trustees, or shall otherwise legally direct. 

Note. A copy of this vote, with a proper heading, " At a meeting of, &c. w 
attested by the clerk, should be furnished to the committee. 



18. Vote of District to build School-house. 
Voted, that a school-house be erected at or upon for 

the use of the public schools in this district, and that 
be a committee to cause the same to be erected, the said committee first 
procuring the plans and specifications for the building to be approved by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools, or by the committee of the town, 
according to law, and that the said shall have full power, 

in the name and behalf of the district, to sign, seal and execute any con- 
tracts which may be necessary to carry out this vote, to superintend the 
execution of said contracts, and to do any other matter or thing which 
may be necessary to carry out this vote. 

Note. The location, (unless before made,) must be made by the School Com- 
mittee. * 



Form 19, - 269 

19. Form of a Contract to build School-house. 
Articles of agreement made and executed on the day of 

A. D. 18 between A. B. of on 

the one part, and School District No. of the town of 

County of State of on the other part. 

The said A. B. for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
doth hereby covenant and agree with the School District and their assigns, 
that he, the said A. B., his heirs, executors and administrators, for the con' 
siderations herein expressed, shall and will, within the space of 
months from the date hereof, erect, build and completely cover over and 
finish, upon— [fore describe the lot}— and upon such spot in said lot as said 
School District or their proper officers may direct, a house, out-buildings 
and fences, for the purpose of a district school-house and appendages, 
according to the plans, elevation and specifications more particularly ex- 
pressed in a schedule hereto attached and signed by said parties, and 
which is hereby made part and parcel of this agreement ; and also shall 
and will perform and execute all the works mentioned in the said sched- 
ule, and in the manner therein mentioned, and within the time aforesaid ; 
and also shall and will furnish and provide at his own charge, good and 
sufficient materials of the sorts and quality expressed in said schedule, and 
all such other materials as may be necessary for the erecting and fully 
completing the house, out-houses and fences aforesaid, according to the 
plans and specifications aforesaid. 

And it is further agreed between said parties, that if the said A. B., his 
heirs, executors or administrators, shall not within the space of time above- 
mentioned, finish and complete all said works as aforesaid, then said 
School District, or their agent, may go on and complete said works, at the 
cost and charge of the said A. B., his heirs, executors and administrators, 
and may deduct the same from the compensation herein agreed to be paid 
for said buildings and works; arid the said A. B., his heirs, executors and 
administrators, shall also be liable for any other damages incurred by said 
district from said failure, and shall also be liable to said district for any 
damages incurred by any other unreasonable delay in completing the 
works aforesaid. 

And the said School District doth hereby covenant and agree with the 
said A. B., his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, that upon the 
completion of %aid works as aforesaid, the said School District shall and 
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will pay to tie said A. B., his executors, administrators or assigns, oa ot 
before the day of A. D. 18 the sum of 

dollars, as full compensation for his services in building 
and completing said works. 

And it is further agreed, that if said School District or their agents 
shall direct any more work to be done upon or around said buildings than 
is herein before agreed, the said district shall pay the expense thereof in 
addition to the compensation aforesaid. And if said district, or their 
agents, shall direct to omit or diminish any part of the work herein before 
agreed to be done and expressed in said schedule, then there shall be de- 
ducted from said compensation, a reasonable sum, according to the pro- 
portion said work omitted may bear to the work herein first agreed to be 
done. And said district, or their proper agents, shall have a right to direct 
any additions or omissions as aforesaid, and the party of the other part 
shall be bound to comply with and perform the said directions. 

[Clause to refer to arbitration.] 

And lastly, it is hereby agreed between the parties aforesaid, that if any 
dispute shall happen between the said district or its agents, and the said 
A. B., his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, in relation to the 
buildings herein agreed to be erected, work to be done, the payment of 
the money, or concerning the value and expense of any work directed to 
be added or omitted as herein before-mentioned, or concerning any other 
matter or thing whatever relating to the construction of this agreement, or 
the amount of any damages claimed by either party under its provisions, 
or for any alleged violation thereof, then in such case such dispute shall, 
upon the demand of either party, be left to the award and determination 
of three indifferent persons, one to be appointed in writing by each of said 
parties immediately thereafter, and a third to be appointed in writing by 
the two persons so first named. And the said parties hereby covenant 
and agree with each other, that they will severally abide by, perform and 
keep the award and determination of the said three persons, or any two of 
them, touching said disputes, provided said award be made under the 
hands and seals ofrsaid arbitrators, or any two of them, within 
from the time of said reference. 

In testimony whereof, the said A; B. hath hereto set his hand and seal, 
and said District have hereto affixed their seal by the hands oY 
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duly authorized for that purpose, who hath [or have] hereto also set theii # 
own hands. ' 

Sealed and delivered in praenee of 

A. B. i l.s. 



Names of Committee or Agents. 



Note. If the District wishes a surety for the performance of the contract of 
A. B., it may be taken by a bond conditioned for the performance by A. B. of the 
covenants and agreements in an instrument dated — [and then briefly describe it.] 




20. Vote of District to Tax. 

At the annual meeting of the legal voters of School District No. 
of the town of held at on 

according to a legal notice issued and signed by and 

posted up at for the five days previous required by 

law — [or, at a special meeting of, &c. called by, &c] 

Whereas, this district has voted to build a school-house in and for said 
district — [or to repair the district school-house,] Voted, that for the pur- 
pose of defraying the expense thereof, a tax of the sum of 

dollars be assessed upon, levied and collected from the rateable 
property in this district, in manner provided by law, the school committee 
of the town having approved of the amount of tax before mentioned for the 
purpose aforesaid, and that the assessment be made according to the esti- 
mate, apportionment and value affixed to said rateable property in the last 
assessment and tax bill made out by the town assessors — [or according to 
the estimate, apportionment and value which shall be affixed to said ratea- 
ble estates in the assessment and tax bill of this town which shall next be 
completed after the date of this vote.] 

Note. In case of laying a tax, it is important that the notice of the meeting 
should be legally given, and that evidence of the notice should be preserved. R. 49. 

All taxes must be voted and collected according to the present school act, all the 
former town and local acts being repealed. t 

On laying a tax, or on any question relating to the expenditure of money, those 
only are entitled to vote who shall within the year next preceding, have paid a tax 
assessed upon their property in said town, of the value of one hundred and thirty- 
four dollars. See the School Law, * XII. , IT 7, and the State Constitution, Art. 

8,yS 

If the district vote to have their tax assessed according to the last town valua- 
tion, the trustee or trustees (*XIV., U 6,) willjmmediately proceed td make out the 
tax bill accordingly. If there are any complaints of wrong valuation, it would be 
well for the district'to postpone the tax until the next town assessment is com- 
pleted, to give the parties an opportunity to be heard before the town assessors. 



272 Farm 20. 

If any property within the district is assessed to any person together with prop- 
erty oat of the district, so that there is no separate valuation of that portion which 
may lie within the district lines, the trustees should apply in writing to one or more 
of the town assessors, living out of the district, stating the names of the parties so 
situated, (L.4 XV., IT 2,) and the assessor will immediately issue a notice as in the 
Digest, page 425, and at the expiration of the time proceed to decide and apportion the 
valuation. The assessor should certify the facts upon the tax hill when made oat. 
As the assessor is called upon to act in these cases solely upon business of the dis- 
trict, his fees should be paid by the district. 

. Persons must be taxed for personal property according to their residence when 
the assessment is made. The general rule as to taxation is that personal property 
shall be taxed to the owner where he resides and real estate where it lies. A few 
exceptions from this rule made by Statute are hereafter referred to. 

If any property has changed owners since the last town valuation, it of course 
must be assessed to the actual owners at the time the school-tax bill is made out. 
This is the reasonable construction of the law. 

In assessing a tax, real and personal estate must be valued separately, and pat 
in separate columns, and the assessors must distinguish those who give in a list. 
Digest, page 427, % 7. They may assess it either to the owner or occupant. Di- 
gest, page 426 § 6. It should not be assessed against a person deceased. If the 
last town assessment is defective in any legal requisites, the district may vote to 
goby the next assessment, and in the mean time endeavor to have them remedied. 

Meeting-houses, school-houses, academies and colleges, the land on which they 
stand, and burial-grounds, are exempted from taxation. Digest, p. 431, * 27. 
Buildings on leased land are to-be deemed real estate, p. 432, § 34. The custom- 
houses in Newport and Providence are exempt. Digest, p. 64. No poll tax can be 
laid for any purpose, p. 297, $ 8. It has been decided in Massachusetts, that a 
person residing on land ceded to the United States, and where the State ha's only 
reserved a right of serving process, is not taxable. 8 Mass. Rep. 72—1 Metcalf 
Rep. 580. Machinery in cotton and woolen factories is to be taxed in the towns 
where located, in the same manner as if the owner resided there. Digest, p. 432, 
§. 32. and see also Digest, p. 261, $ 1. 

Personal property in trust, the income of which is to be paid by some other per- 
son, must be assessed to the trustee in the town where such other person resides, 
if in the State, but if such other person lives out of the State, then it is to be taxed 
where the trustee, executor, &c. resides. Digest, p. 432. § 31. 

As the tax is to be collected in the same manner as town taxes, the trustees 
must send a copy of their tax bill when completed, signed and certified, (see Form) 
to the district clerk, who will deliver a copy to the treasurer, and the treasurer of 
the district being first engaged on his warrant, and giving bond, (see Form) will 
annex to it a warrant for collection, (see Form) and deliver it to the collector. 
The treasurer will take a receipt from the collector for the tax bill, &c. 

The collector being engaged, and having given bond, will then proceed to collect 
the tax in the same manner as the collector of a town tax. The mode of distrain- 
ing and selling personal property is pointed out in Digest, page 115 ^ 9. The mode 
ofnotifying and selling land for taxes is prescribed by Digest, page 430, $ 22. If 
he find no real or personal estate, he may commit the body. Digest, p. 427, % 10. 
If a person is taxed for more than one parcel of land, the whole tax may be col- 
lected out of any one parcel. Digest, p. 432, 9 35. If real estate is assessed to 
the tenant, the tenant's own real and personal estate is liable to be taken for the 
tax, and if that cannot be found, the land in his occupation is liable. Digest, p. 
426, * 6. A tax warrant remains in force until the whole tax is collected. Digest, 
p. 431, 524. The collector's fees are to be paid out of the district treasury, and 
will be five per cent. , unless he makes a different agreement with the district. Di- 
gest, p. 431, * 25- If the collector dies or resigns, the new collector will have 
power to complete the collection. Digest, p. 304. § 20. 

By Act of October, 1 846, any person committed to jail for a tax, rate or assess- 
ment, may swear out in the same manner as if he was committed for town taxes. 
And any person assessed for tuition may take the poor debtor's oath before being 
committed. 

The uniform, arms, ammunition and equipments of an officer or private in' the 
militia, cannot be distrained for taxes. Digest, p. 510, y 54. And household fur- 
niture, family stores, tools, &c. are in some cases protected from distress by Digest, 
p. 114, y 8. 
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Owners of real estate or buildings sold for taxes, may redeem within six months 
after sale, on paying to the purchaser the amount paid therefor, with twenty per 
cent, in addition. Digest, p. 433, 5 36. 

See Tax in the Index. 



21. Form of a Tax Bill 

Assessment of the taxes upon the rateable estates in School District 
No. of the town, &c. made by the trustees thereof, according to 

law, this day of A. D. 18 for the purpose of 

raising the sum of dollars, according to a vote of said district, 

passed on the day of A. D. 18 

Names. Real. I Personal. I Total. I Tax. 



Note. The trustees should sign the tax bill. If any of the real estate lies on 
the district line, and the town assessors are applied to, to value that portion of it 
lying in the district, it would be well to have them make a certificate at the foot of 
the tax bill, that they have assessed such property according to law, and sign it. 



22. District Treasurer's Bond. 

Know all men, that we, A. B. of County of 

and State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, as> principal,, and 
C. D. of County of and State aforesaid, as 

surety, [surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the district,} are firmly 
held and bound unto the school district, No. of the town of 

and State aforesaid, in the full sum of [to he fixed by, the district] to be- 
paid to the said school district, or their assigns, to which we- hereby 
jointly and severally bind ourselves, our several and respective heirs* exec- 
utors and administrators. Sealed and dated the daw 
of A. D. 18 

The condition of the foregoing obligation, is, that whereas die said 

A. 6. was, at a meeting of said school district holden appointed 

treasurer of said district. Now, if he shall faithfully discharge the duties 

of said office during his continuance therein t and at the expiration of his 

office he or his executors or administrators shall exhibit a true account, if 

required, and deliver over to his successor, or the order of the district, alt 

4 
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books, papers and moneys belonging to the district in bis hands, then the 
above obligation is to be void, otherwise to remain in force. 
Executed in presence of 



l. s. 




[Note. It may be advisabk fJr the treasurer to receive a formal certificate of 
appointment or warrant, and then his engagement can be indorsed upon it. See 
the form of oath F. 5.] , 



23. District Collector's Bond. 
* Know all men, that we, A. B. of State of 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations as principal, and C. D. of 

as surety, are firmly held and bound unto E. F. of 
Treasurer of School District No. in the town of 

and state aforesaid, in the full sum of (to be fixed by the district, not ex- 
ceeding double the tax) to be paid to said his successors 
in said office or assigns, to which we jointly and severally bind ourselves, 
our several and respective heirs, executors and administrators. 

Sealed and dated this day of A. D. 18 

The condition of this obligation is, that whereas the said A. 8. was, at 
a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the town 

of ait a meeting duly notified, appointed collector of the 

rates and taxes assessed and to be assessed in, by, and upon said district, 
and the said A. B. has accepted said office : and whereas said district on 
the day of A. D. voted 

that a tax of be assessed on all the rateable 

property in said district, for the purpose of 

and said tax was by the trustee or trustees of said district and by E. F. 
<fcc. town assessors, if such was the case, legally assessed, and the treas- 
urer of said district hath issued his warrant to said collector, with said rate 
bill annexed, for the collection of said tax, the receipt of which said ratebill 
and warrant is hereby acknowledged, and by which said warrant, said tax 
is to be collected and paid over, on or before the day of 

A. D. 18 Now if the said A. B. shall 

with diligence and fidelity, levy and collect, as far as may be done, all the 
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taxes that have been, or may be, so committed to him for collection, during 
bis. continuance in office, and be, bis heirs, executors or administrators 
shall at all times on proper demand, render an account and pay over all 
the proceeds of such collections to the treasurer of said district, or bis suc- 
cessors in office, according to the directions contained in the warrants for 
their collection, then this obligation is to be void, otherwise to remain in 
force. 

Executed in presence of 




[Note. The treasurer should be engaged and give bond before the collector 
gives bond to him. As to engagement of collector, see F. 5. A district may elect a 
collector at their regular meeting for choice of officers, or they may elect one at a 
special meeting to collect a particular tax. See Digest, page 304 § 19, and page 
432, f 29] 



24. Warrant to collect a Tax. 

To A. B. Collector of taxes of School District No. of the 

town of County of and State of Rhode 

Island and Providence Plantations, — Greeting : — 

You, having been appointed collector of taxes for said district, are hereby, 

in the name of said State, authorized and required to proceed and collect 

the tax specified in the annexed rate-bill according to law, and to pay the 

same to me or to my successor in office on or before the day of 

next ; and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand and seal at this 

day of m A. D. 18 

C. D. 




Treasurer of said School District. 

Not*. The collector should also receive from the district clerk/ a warrant or 
formal certificate of election, which may be in substance according to^the form, 
No. 4. And then his engagement can be certified upon the back. 

The district should approve the sum of sureties of the bond, and the clerk should 
certify the fabt thereon. 
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25. Form of Tax Collector's Deed. 

To all to whom these presents may come, I, A. B. of 
county of and State of Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations, Collector of Taxes of School District No. in said town, 

send Greeting : 
/ Whereas the said school district, at a meeting duly notified, and held on 
the day of , A. D. 184 , voted that a tax 

of dollars be assessed and levied on the rateable prop- 

erty in said district, for the purpose of , and 

said tax was afterwards assessed according to law, and the tax-bill in 
due form delivered to me the said Collector, with a warrant attached 
thereto, signed by the Treasurer of said District, requiring me to proceed 
according to law and collect the said tax, and pay over the same to the 
said Treasurer, or his successor in office, on or before 

, and whereas C. D. of neg- 

lected to pay the tax assessed against him, and expressed in the said tax 
bill, amounting to the sum of dollars, and in conse- 

quence thereof, I did, on the day of , levy 

said warrant upon a certain lot or tract of land belonging to said C. D. in 
said district, and did advertise the same for sale according to law, at two 
[or more] public places in said town, for twenty days previous to sale, [and 
also in the , a newspaper printed in ] 

and on the day of , A. D. 18 , at 

o'clock in the noon, on the premises, being the time and place ap- 

pointed. I proceeded to sell at auction so much of said land as was ne- 
cessary to satisfy said tax and the incidental expenses, and £. F. of 
was the highest bidder therefor. 
Now, know ye, that in consideration of the sum of dollars, 

being the amount of said tax and expenses paid me, by the said E. F., I, 
the said Collector, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto 
the said E. F., his heirs and assigns, the following described tract of land, 
situated in the district and town aforesaid, containing acres, 

[more or less] and bounded [describe,] or however otherwise bounded, with 
all [buildings] and appurtenances, being so much of said land as the said 
C. D. levied on as was necessary to satisfy said tax and expenses. To 
.have and to hold the same to said E. F., his heirs and assigns forever 
subject to the right of redemption provided by law. And I, the said A. B. 
for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, do covenant with said 
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£. F., his heirs and assigns, that I have given bond, and have advertised 
said property as herein before stated, and have complied with the terms of 
the laws regulating the collecting of taxes, in respect to said sale, as herein 
before stated. 

Witness my hand and seal this day of 

A. D. 18 

Signed Mobd and delivered in presence of 

A.B. 




Town of, &c. A. D. 18 Before 

me the subscriber, appeared A. B. Collector of Taxes of school district 
No. , of the town of , and acknowledged the 

foregoing to be his free act and deed, and his hand and seal to be thereto 
affixed. 

O. P. 
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public or Town Clerk. 

Note. In case of unimproved lands owned by persons out of the state and also 
of improved lands where neither the owner nor occupant lives in the state, 
notice of the sale must be given twenty days in a newspaper. Digest p. 428 § 13. 
The purchaser under a tax collector's deed should see that the law has been com- 
plied with, and that his evidence of advertising is preserved. 



26. Form of Rate-bill for Tuition, $c. 
Rate-bill or assessment of rates of tuition against the parents, guardians 
and employers, sending children to the district school, in School District 
No. of the town of for the term of school commencing 

and ending voted by the said district and made 

out this day of A. D. 18 towards the expenses of 

tuition, fuel and other expenses. 
Names of persons sending to school. No. sent. Time sent. Assessment 



Signed A. B. ) 

C. D. } Trustees. 
E.F.) 

Note. This rate-bill is to be collected in the same manner as the tax-bill, and 
the same forms will answer with a little variation to suit the case. Any poor 
parent liable for tuition, may, if the district or trustees refuse to exempt him, take 
the poor debtor's oath, either before or after being committed to jaiL R. 41. 
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27. Form of a Lease. 
These articles of agreement made this day of 

A. D. 18 witness that A. B. of doth hereby demise 

and let unto the School District No. of said town (describe the 

room or building) with the appurtenances, in consideration of the rents and 
covenants by said school district herein mentioned to be performed, to have 
and hold the same to said school district and their assigns for the-space of 

year, commencing on th e day of 

A. D. 18 and ending on the . day of 

A. D. 18 for the purpose of keeping a district school therein, and 

holding such schools or lectures or other literary meetings, or meetings of 
business, as the school committee or the officers of said district may deem 
advisable for promoting the cause of education. And the said district agrees 
to pay therefor the sum of per annum as rent, and at 

that rate for any less time than a year, the payment to be made to the said 
A. B., his heirs or assigns, at his residence, on the last day of the year, 
[or on the last day of each year in the term,] without any notice or demand 
therefor [provisions about repairs, loss by fire $c, may be here inserted.] 
Witness the hand and seal of the said A. B. and the seal of the said dis- 
trict hereto affixed by by said district duly authorized* 
the day and year first above mentioned. 
Sealed and executed in presence of 




28. Power of Attorney to take a Lease. 

Note. The District may authorize a person to execute this lease for them 
by a vote as follows : " Voted that the Trustees of the District [or Treasurer] be 
and they are hereby fully empowered to hire a building for the purpose of a school- 
house for the district, {here specify the building and fix the time and conditions or 
leave them at discretion] and to make and execute the necessary contracts there- 
for, and to seal, deliver and acknowledge the same in the name and behalf of the 
District." If the lease is for a year or less time, it may save trouble to take the 
lease in the name of the trustees themselves. If the above is to be acknowledged, 
see the form of acknowledgment to No. 31. 



29. Deed to a School District. 
Know all men that I, A. B. of in the State of Rhode 

Island and Providence Plantations, in consideration of the sum of 
paid me by C. D. Treasurer of School District No. in the town 
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of and State aforesaid, the receipt of which I acknow 

ledge and am therewith fully satisfied and paid, [if a gift say in considera- 
tion of my desire to aid and assist in diffusing the benefits of a good com* 
mon school education among the inhabitants of School District No. 
<fcc. as the grantor pleases] do hereby give, grant, enfeoff, convey and con* 
firm unto said School District and their assigns, a certain lot of land situa- 
ted in said town of [describe] or however otherwise 
bounded, with all the appurtenances and privileges thereto belonging, to 
have and hold the same forever to the said school district [and their assigns, 
but if there is a desire to prevent the lot ever being used for any other pur- 
pose, omit assigns and say for the purpose of maintaining thereon a district 
school-house and its appurtenances, for the benefit of the district school of 
said district, and for no other use or purpose whatever.] And I the said 
A. B. do hereby for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, cove- 
nant and engage to, and with said school district [and their assigns] that the 
premises are free of all incumbrances, that I have good right to sell and 
convey as aforesaid, and that I, my heirs, executors and administrators 
shall and will forever warrant, secure and defend the premises to said 
school district [and their assigns, or to and for the purposes aforesaid,] 
against the lawful claims of all persons whatsoever. And I, E. F. wife 
of the said A. B. for the consideration paid my said husband, hereby 
release unto said school district [and their assigns] all my right of dower 
in the premises. [If the premises be under mortgage a release may be here 
inserted. And I, 6. H. of in consideration of the sum 
of paid me by , m to my full satisfaction, do 
hereby give, grant, bargain, sell, assign and convey unto said school dis- 
trict [and their assigns,] all the right, title and interest which I have in the 
premises by virtue of any mortgage deed thereof, or of any other claim or 
title whatsoever.] In witness whereof we have hereto set our hands and 
seals this day of A. D. 18 

Signed, sealed and delivered, ) H i*. s. 

in presence of 1 
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State of county of town of 

A. D. 18 This day personally appeared before me 

and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be voluntary act and 

deed and hand and seal to be thereto affixed. 

Before me, O. P., Justice of the Peace, Notary Public or Town Clerk, 
(if executed in Rhode Island.) 

Note. If the land belong to a married woman, her name should be inserted as 
one of the grantors, and the deed altered accordingly. She most acknowledge 
separately from her husband. Use the words of the law in the certificate of ac- 
knowledgment. See Digest, p. 259. § 10. 



30. Vote appointing an Attorney to sell land belonging to the District. 

At a meeting of the legal voters of School District No. of the 

Town of &c. notified as the law requires, and held 

at on the day of A. D. 18 

Voted, That A. B. Treasurer of this School District, be and he is 
hereby appointed the agent and attorney of the district, to sell at his discre- 
tion a certain lot of land, situated in and belonging to the district, con- 
taining bounded with the buildings and 
appurtenances, and with full power to affix the seal of the district to a 
deed or deeds conveying the same [with covenants of warranty or not r as 
the district may vote,] and in the name of the district to acknowledge and 
deliver the same, and to receive the purchase money, and give a full dis- 
charge therefor. 

A true copy of record, witness 

E. F. Clerk of said District. 



31. District Land Deed. 
Know all men, that the School District No. of the Town of 

County State of Rhode Island 

and Providence Plantations, in consideration of the sum of 
paid to A. B. Treasurer of said District, to and for the use of said Dis- 
trict, by M. N. of the receipt of which is hereby acknowl- 
edged, does hereby give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the said 
M. N. his heirs and assigns, all the right, title and interest of said School 
District in and to a lot of land situated in said district, containing 
bounded or however otherwise bounded, with all [buildings 
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and] appurtenances, being the same lot conveyed to said district by deed 
by H. I. To have and to hold the same to said M. Sf. his heirs and 
assigns forever. In testimony whereof, the said School District have 
hereto affixed their seal, by the hands of said A. B. their treasurer, duly 
appointed for that purpose at a legal meeting of said district, and the said 
treasurer hath hereto affixed his own hand this day of 

A. D. 18 

A. B. Treasurer, as aforesaid. 

Seated and delivered in pretence of 

Acknowledgement. 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, County of 
Town of A. D. 18 The School District No. 

of said town, by A. B. their treasurer and attorney for that purpose, by 
vote of said district appointed, acknowledged the foregoing to be their 
voluntary act and deed, and their seal to be thereto affixed ; and the said 
A. B. Treasurer and Attorney as aforesaid, also acknowledged his own 
hand affixed thereto, and that the same was the voluntary act and deed 
of himself and of the said district. 
Before me P. Q. 

Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public, or Town Clerk. 

Note. It will seldom, if ever, be advisable for a district to give any thine more 
than a quit-claim deed. If they wish to insert any warranty, it would be best to 
consult a well informed attorney. 



32. Order for Money. 
To A. B. Town Treasurer of the town of 
Pay to C. D. or order, the sum of it being for 

keeping a district school in School District No. in this town. 

Date. By order of the School Committee of the town. 

E. F. Chairman. 

[Note. It will be the safest course, in all cases, to let the money remain in the 
hands of the Town Treasurer, and to give orders for it no faster than it is actuaUy 
expended.] 



33. Notice of Appeal. 
To the School Committee of the town of 
[Trustees of School District No. in the town of 

Inspector, or as the case may be.] 
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I hereby notify' you, that in conformity with the provisions of the laws 
regulating public schools, I appeal to A. B. Commissioner of Public 
Schools, from [here specify the vote or decision of the committee, trustees, 
district or inspector which is complained of.] 

Date. Signed 

*" ■ c. D 

A copy of this notice should be immediately served upon the clerk of 
the committee, clerk of the district; or upon the trustee, trustees or inspec- 
tor who have done the act complained of. And a notice of the appeal 
should be immediately forwarded to the Commissioner, which may be as 
follows : 

To A. B. Commissioner of Public Schools of the State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations. 

Whereas the school committee, [inspector, trustees, or school district, 
No. of the town of &c] did at a meeting on the 

day of "A. D. pass a vote — [here copy or insert the 

substance as nearly as can he procured.] I, the subscriber, according to 
law, do hereby appeal to you from said vote or decision, and claim that 
the same may be reversed. [Here state plainly and briefly the reasons.] 
Signed, 

The Commissioner will immediately appoint a time for hearing the case, 
and notify the parties thereof. If the nominal party as often happens, be 
not the party interested, care should be taken to notify the latter as well as 
the former. 



34 Vote of District to establish a secondary school under § XVIII. 
Voted, that this district will unite with School District No. of 

this town — [or in the adjoining town of 1 in the estab- 

lishment of a secondary school, according to the provisions of § XVIII of 
An Act relating to Public Schools, passed June session, A. D. 1845, for 
the common benefit of both said districts ; provided said school district 
No. shall also give their consent thereto— [within from 

this date] — and that the clerk of the district furnish a certified copy of this 
rote to said school district No. and also to the school committee 

that — [if said district consents] — they may take the necessary measures 
for establishing said school. 
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35. Vote of school committee to form joint district wider § XIX. 

Voted, [the school committee of the town of concurring 

herewith] that a joint district be formed according to the provisions of the 
*cts relating to public schools, to consist of school district No. of this 

town, and school district No. of said town of and that 

said districts shall constitute a joint district from the time that the school 
committee of said town of shall concur herewith — [or if 

they have already passed a similar vote say from and after the passage of 
this vote.] 

Voted further, that the chairman be authorized, in conjunction with the 
school committee of said town of to cause notices to be 

posted up— [in one or more places in each of the two districts — specify them] 
fo* the first meeting of said joint district to be held at on 

at o'clock in the noon [or to be held at such 

time and place as he may agree upon with the school committee of said 
town of ] and that the clerk of the committee furnish a cer- 

tified copy of this vote to the school committee of the said town of 

Note. A notice signed by the chairman of each committee should be posted up 
in one or more places in each district. S XIX. After trustees are elected, they 
will notify the subsequent meetings according to S XII. 



36. Vote prescribing form of District Seal. 

Voted, that the* clerk of the district cause to be made a seal for the use - 

of the district, with the figure of engraven thereon, and the letters 

or inscription around its margin, and that the same is hereby 

adopted and declared to be the common seal of this corporation, and shall 

be kept by the clerk of the district. 

Note. Every town, district, or other corporation, should have a common seal 
with a suitable device ; but if they have no regular seal, any seal that may be affix- 
ed to any instrument by their authority, for instance a piece of paper attached by a 
wafer, will be considered to be their seal. 



37. Appointment of a County Inspector. 

To A. B. of , in the County of 

Know all men that I, C. D. Commissioner of Public Schools, of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, do by the authority vested 
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in me by law, appoint you the said A. B. to be County Inspector of the 
Public Schools, in the County of , and you are 

therefore hereby authorized to examine teachers, and give them the certifi- 
cates of qualification prescribed by law ; to visit and inspect the public 
schools in said county, and to report their state and condition to the Com- 
missioner, under such instructions as may from time to time be prescribed 
by said Commissioner, and generally to do and perform all acts which a 
County Inspector may do and perform under the provisions of the Laws 
relating to Public Schools, 

Given under my hand at , this day 

of , A. D. 18 * 

CD, 

Commissioner of Public Schools. 
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38. Form of District Return prescribed by Commissioner of Public 

Schools. 



[Hon.— When there are separate Schools kept at different times in the year, a separate Return is* 
be made for each School, but the items included in the divisions I., if, VIH. and IX.., need not be 
returned but once a year.] 



RETURN respecting the Public Schools in District No. 

in Town of for Term commencing 

184 and ending 184 * . 

L— NAME, SIZE, POPULATION AND PECUNIARY RESOURCES OF THE DISTRICT. 

Local or neighborhood name, 

Territorial extent or size of district, length breadth 

Number of families residing in district 

« " engaged in agriculture trade* or shop-keeping mechanic shops 

m uu factories or mills navigation 

« (• u clergymen lawyers physicians 

Number of inhabitants of all ages Do. under 16 years Do. between 6 and 15 

« registered Voters Do. tax-paying Voters 

A*y»mrt of State and Town money actually expended during the present year 
« of Tarnation of taxable property, in the district, 
« money raised by tax during the present year, on property of district, 

to purchase or build school-house, site, &c. 
« to repair or furnish old house, 

M to purchase maps, globes, and other apparatus, 

tt to purchase library, ' ' 

M for wages of teachers, for teacher's board, for fuel, 

Aggregate amount of money raised by tax on the property of the district, during the year, for all 

purposes, 
Aggregate amount raised by rate, or tuition-bill, for teacher's wages and board, fuel, and other pur- 

> poses, during the year, 
Amount given by individuals for any purpose during the year, 
Amount received from income of any land or fund, during the year, 
Aggregate amount of money expended for all purposes for the school year, ending May, 

II.-SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

Place where the School is kept— in school-house, 

in building built or used for other purposes, 
Date when the school-house was built, first cost, 

When last thoroughly repaired, and at what e joense 
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By whom new owmS) by d i st r ict town, proprietors, 

Furnished with a •citable play-ground and out building 

Material and condition of the buildings-material condition, (good, ordinary, badj 

Provided with acraper, mat, water-pail and cup, rink, basin, and towel} 

" « old broom, for feet, pegs, hooka, or shelves, broom and dust-brush, 

Number of school-rooms, and size of each, length, width, 

. Arrangements for desks, 



" warming, 

Provided with wood-shed, or shelter for fuel, shovel and tongs, Ac. thermometer, 

Provided with bell, wHh globe, with dock, hand-bell for teacher, 

Do. with blackboard, the size, (if any,) . Do. with map of Rhode-Island, 

Do. with outline maps, Do. with geometrical solids. 



IIL -ATTENDANCE, LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM. 

No. of families who sent children to the School— belonging to District, 
Do. " « from out of the District, 

No. of scholars, of all ages, registered daring term—belonging to District, boys, girls, 

Do. « « from out of the District, boys, girls, 

No. of scholars over 16 years of age, boys, girls, Do. under 6 years, boys, girls, 
Length of School-term in hah* days, weeks, (10 half days,) months, (4 wee**,) 

No. of scholars who attended three fourth* of the term and more, one half, 

Do. " « k** than one half lee* than one fourth* 

Average daily attendance of the School during the term, 

No. of scholars belonging to the District who attended school in other districts, or towns, 
No. of children, over 4 and under 16 years of age, who attended no school, public or private, during 
the term. 



IV.-STUDIES AND CLASSES. 

No. of scholars who commenced this term in Alphabet, 

Do. who attended during the whole term to Primer or Spelling-Book, exclusively, 

No. of scholars in Spelling, (not including scholars in Spelling-Book,) exclusively, No. of classes in 

No. of scholars in Reading, (not including scholar* in 8peWng-Bookd No. of classes in. 

No. of scholars in Geography, No. of classes in, No. who draw maps, 

No. of scholars in Grammar, 

No. of scholars in History of the United States, 

No. of scholars in General History, 

No. of scholars in Etymology, or analysis of language, 

No. of scholars in Definitions, 



No. of classes in, 


No. of classes to, 


No. of classes in, 


No. of classes in, 


No. of classes in, 
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No. of scholars in Mental Arithmetic, No. of Glasses In, 

No. of scholars in Written Arithmetic, No. of classes in, ♦ 

No. of scholars attending to Penmanship, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars in Book-Keeping, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars in Algebra, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars in Geometry, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars in Natural Philosophy, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars in Physiology, No. of classes in, 

No. of scholars attending to Drawing, Do. Composition, 

Do. ** Declamation, Do. who engage in Vocal Music, 

No. of scholars in other studies, specifying the same, 

No. of scholars not provided with all books necessary in the studies pursued by them, 

Do. not provided with a slate, 

V—BOOKS. 
Name of each kind of Text-Book used in the (School, and the number of copies of each kind, 
Dictionary, 
Primer, 
Bpelling-Book, 
Reading, 

Penmanship and Book-Keeping, 
Mental Arithmetic, 
Written Arithmetic 
Geography, 



History, 
Other studies, 

VI.— TEACHER. 

Name and age of teacher, 

Place {town and stale,) of birth, 

Do. do. do. residence, 

Date of certificate, and by whom signed, 

Number of terms, or years of experience as a teacher in any school, 

Do. do. in this school before the present term, 
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Compensation per month, in money, Aggregate amount in money for term, 

b toe teacher boarded by the District, in addition to his money wages? 

Or, doee he board himself out of his wages? 
Arrangement for board-board round At one place, 

If boarded by District, the amount paid, in money* for board, 



Vn.-SUFERVISION, OR VISITATION. 

Number of visits from Trustees, From Town Committee, 

Bo. from County Inspector, 

from Parents and others, (not school officers,) 



VIII.— PRIVATE 8CHOOLS, LYCEUMS, *C. 
Number and grade of Private or Select School kept in the District during the term, 
Number of pupils attending, Rate of Tuition per term, 

Name of any Lyceum, Debating Society, or Library, with date of establishment, number of I 
bars, books, Ac. 



IX.-NAMES OF OFFICERS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Trustees, 

Clerk, 

Treasurer, 



Tb the School Committee of the Town of 

We, the Trustees of School District, Number , in said town, in 

conformity with the "Act relating to Public Schools/' do certify that the foregoing 
form of District Return, prescribed by the Commissioner of rublic Schools, has 
been filled up with due diligence ana accuracy ; and that the money designated 
" teacher's money." received from the Treasurer of the town for the year previous to 
the first day of May, 184 , was applied to the wages of teachers, and for no other 
purpose whatever. 

Dated at 184 . 



Trustees. 
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39. Specimens of Rules and Regulations to be adopted ty cshool com- 
mittees/or the governmet of Publia Schools. 

C Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Public Schools in the Town ) 
( of Smit^field. Adopted by School Committee, September, 1846. J 

PREAMBLE. 

Teachers and candidates for teachers in the public schools, previous to entering 
upon their engagements, should consider it of great importance to become familiar 
with some of the most approved plans of teaching and governing a school ; and should 
endeavor, as far as possible, to possess themselves of definite ideas in regard to the 
solemn duties and responsibilities of their profession. 

And in order to aid and assist them in establishing a uniform and systematic course 
of instruction and discipline, the committee would respectfully submit the following 

RULES. 

1 . All the teachers of the public schools are required to be at their respective school- 
rooms and to ring the bell from ten to fifteen minutes before the time of commencing 
the school in the morning and in the afternoon, and they shall require the pupils as 
they enter the room to be seated in an orderly manner, andprepare for study. 

2. The bell shall again be struck or the hand-bell rung, precisely at the specified 
time for beginning the school, as a signal for commencing the exercises — previous 
to which all the scholars are expected to be present and to have made all needful 
preparations for carrying on the business of the school, it order to prevent all unne- 
cessary movement after the exercises commence. 

3. All the public schools shall be opened in the morning by reading a portion of 
the Scriptures, which may be done by the teacher alone, or in connection with the 
older pupils — the whole school being required at the same time to suspend all other 
subjects and to give proper and respectful attention ; and this exercise may be followed 
by prayer or not, at the discretion of the teacher. 

4. Every scholar who comes in after the second bell rings, must present a satisfac- 
tory excuse ; and all who cannot do so, shall be considered delinquent and marked 
tardy on the teacher's register, subject to examination by parents, trustees, and school 
committee. 

5. No teacher shall permit whispering or talking in school, or allow the scholars 
to leave or change their seats, or to have communication with each other in school 
time, without permission, but shall strive to maintain that good order and thorough 
discipline which are absolutely essential to the welfare of the school. 

6. It shall be the duty of teachers to guard the conduct of scholars, not only in the 
hours of school, but at recess, and on their way to and from school, and to extend at 
all times a watchful care over their morals and manners, endeavoring to inculcate 
those virtues which lay a sure foundation for future usefulness and happiness. 

7. The government and discipline of the school should be of a mild and parental 
character. The teacher should use his best exertions to bring scholars to obedience 
and a sense of duty, by mild measures and kind influences ; and in cases where cor- 
poreal punishment seems absolutely necessary, it should be inflicted with judgment 
and discretion, and in general not in presence of the school. 

8. Teachers should ever avoid those low, degrading and improper forms of punish- 
ment, such as tying up scholars' hands and feet, compelling them to hold a weight in 
their hands with their arms extended, pinching, pulling and wringing their ears, 
cheeks and arms, and other similar modes, which are sometimes used, as the commit- 
tee are decidedly of the opinion that a judicious teacher will find other methods 
of governing more consistent and more effectual. 

9. In case of obstinate disobedience or wilful violation of order, a teacher may sus- 
pend a pupil from school for the time being, by informing the parents or guardians 
and school committee thereof, and re-admit him on satisfactory evidence of amend- 
ment ; or such pupils ma^r, at the discretion of the teacher, be referred directly to the 
committee, to be dealt with as their judgment and legal authority shall dictate. 
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10. Th* teachers shall classify the pupils of their respective schools according to 
their age and attainments, irrespective of rank or wealth, and shall assign them such 
lessons as seem best adapted to their capacities, and render them all possible aid and 
assistance, without distinction and without partiality. 

11. For the purpose of preserving that system and order so essential to a well regu- 
lated school, and securing to the pupils a thorough knowledge of the subjects pursued, 
there should be a specified time for every exercise and a certain portion of time de- 
voted to it, and in no case should any one recitation interfere with the time appropri- 
ated to another ; and whatever the exercise may be, it should receive, for the time, 
the immediate and, as far as practicable, the exclusive attention of the teacher. 

12. No child under the age of four years shall be received as a scholar in a district 
school, unless there be an assistant teacher or a primary department. 

13. Exercises in declamation and composition shall be practiced by the older and 
more advanced pupils, at the judgment of the teacher, under the advice of the com- 
mittee. 

14. Singing may be encouraged, and, as far as practicable, taught in all the schools, 
not only for its direct intellectual and moral uses, but as a healthy exercise of the 
lungs, an agreeable recreation to the pupils, and an auxiliary in good government 

15 Needle-work shall be allowed in the primary schools. 

16. The teacher may employ the older scholars, under his direction, in the man- • 
agement of the school, when it can be done without disadvantage to them or to the 
good order of the school. 

17. No teacher shall use or encourage the use of any other books than those recom- 
mended by the committee, without their approbation. 

18. There shall be a recess of* at least fifteen minutes in the middle of every half 
day ; but the primary schools may have a recess of ten minutes every hour : at the 
discretion of the teacher. 

19. It shall be the duty of teachers to see that fires are made in cold weather, in 
their respective school rooms, at a seasonable hour to render them warm and com- 
fortable by school time ; to, take care that their rooms are properly swept and dusted ; 
and that a due regard to neatness and order is observed, both in and around the school 
house. 

20. As pure air of a proper temperature is indispensable to health and comfort, 
teachers cannot be too careful in giving attention to these things. If the room has 
no ventilator, the doors and windows should be opened before and after school, to 
permit a free and healthful circulation of air ; and the temperature should be regu- 
lated by a thermometer suspended, five or six feet from the floor, in such a position 
as to indicate as near as possible the average temperature, and should be kept about 
65 degrees Fahrenheit 

21. The teachers shall take care that the school houses, tables, desks, and appara- 
tus in the same, aiftl all the public property entrusted to their charge, be not cut, 
scratched, marked, or injured and defaced in any. manner whatever. And it shall be 
the duty of the teachers to give prompt notice to one or more of the trustees, of any 
repairs that may be needed. 

22. Every teacher shall keep a record of all the recitations of every class; and of 
the manner in which every member of the class shall acquit himself in his recita- 
tion — using figures or otherwise to mark degrees of merit. Also, every act of diso- 
bedience or violation of order, shall be noted ; and the registers shall be at all times 
subject to the inspection of parents, trustees, and school committee. 

23. The following shall be the construction of teachers' engagements, unless other- 
wise specified in the written contract. They shall teach six hours every day, includ- 
ing the recess, and shall divide the day into two sessions, with at least one hour inter- 
mission. They shall teach every day in the week, except Saturday and Sunday, and 
four weeks for a month ; and they may dismiss the school on the 4th of July, on 
Christmas, and days of public fast and thanksgiving, and one day out of every month 
for the purpose of attending a Teachers' Institute, or for visiting schools. 

PUPILS. 

' 24. Good morals being of the first importance, and essential to their progress in use- 
ful knowledge, the pupils are strictly enjoined to avoid all vulgarity and profanity, 
falsehood and deceit, and every wicked and disgraceful practice ; to conduct them- 
selves in a sober, orderly and decent manner, both in and out of school; to be .diligent 
and attentive to their studies; to treat each other politely and kindly in all their inter- 
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course : to respect and obey all orders of their teachers in relation to their conduct and 
studies, and to be punctual and constant in their daily attendance. 

25. Every pupil who' shall, accidentally or otherwise, injure any school property, 
whether fences, gates, trees or shrubs, or any building or any part thereof; or break 
any window glass, or injure or destroy any instrument, apparatus or furniture belong- 
ing to the school, shall be liablcto pay all damages. 

26. Every pupil who shall any where, on or around the school premises, use or 
write any profane or unchaste language, or shall draw any obscene pictures or repre- 
sentations, or cut, mark, or otherwise intentionally deface any school furniture or 
buildings, or any property whatsoever belonging to the school estate, shall be pun- 
ished in proportion to the nature and extent of the offense, and shall be liable to the 
action of the civil law. 

27. No scholar of either sex shall be permitted to enter any part of the yard or 
buildings appropriated to the other, without the teacher's permission. 

28. Smoking and chewing tobacco in the school house or upon the school premises » 
are strictly prohibited. 

29. The scholars shall pass through the streets on their way to and from school in 
an orderly and becoming manner ; shall clean the mud and dirt from their feet on en- 
tering the school room; and take their seats in a quiet and respectful manner, as soon 
as convenient after the first bell rings ; and shall take proper care that their books » 
desks, and the floor around them, are kept clean and in good order. 

30. It is expected that all the scholars who enjoy the advantages of public schools, 
will give proper attention to the cleanliness of their persons, and the neatness and 
decency of their clothes — not only for the moral effect of the habit of neatness and 
order, but that the pupils may be at all times prepared, both in conduct and externa) 
appearance — to receive their friends and visitors in a respectable manner; and to ren- 
der the school room pleasant, comfortable and happy for teachers and scholars. 

31 . No scholar should try to hide the misconduct of his schoolfellows, or screen them 
from justice: but it shall be the duty of every pupil who knows of any bad conduct, 
or violation of order, committed without the knowledge of the instructor, to the dis- 
grace and injury of the school, to inform the teacher thereof, and to do all in his power 
to discourage and discountenance improper behavior in others, and to assist the teacher 
in restoring good order and sustaining the reputation of the school. 

32. Every teacher shall keep a copy of these rules and regulations posted up in the 
school room, and shall cause the same to be read aloud in school at least once in every 
month; and in case of any difficulty in carrying out these regulations, or in the gov- 
ernment and discipline of the school, it shall be the duty of the teacher to apply 
immediately to the committee for advice and direction. 

Note.— The above rules adopted by the School Committee of tSmithfield, include 
nearly all the subjects upon which regulations will need to be made in country dis- 
tricts. School committees of other towns can modify them to suit the circum- 
stances of their schools. Other rules will be needed whenever there is a division of 
the school into primary and secondary, or other important deviations from the dis- 
trict system. 
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L refers to School Act of Jane. A. D. 1845. R to Remarks, and F to Forms 
as they are numbered. 



Accounts of committee, how kept, R. 21. 

of town treasurer, R. 6. 
Age of admission should be uniform in towns, R. 20. 
Alteration, of districts, see districts. 
Annulling, certificate form for, F. 8. 
Appeal, to commissioner in what cases, R. 28, 49, 58. 
• if legal votes rejected, &c. R. 40. 

to be decided without cost, L. \ III, H 4. 

decision of commissioner approved by judge to be final, L. § XXVII. 

forms for, F. 33. 
Assessors of town. See tax. 
Attendance, average how calculated, R. 53, 14. 

register to be kept by teacher, L. § XXI, R. 53. 

half of state money to be apportioned according to L. § V. IT. 11. 
Attorney. See power of attorney. 

Bible, remarks on use of in schools, R. 55. 
Blackboards, &c. may be furnished by tax, L. § XIII. H 3. 
Blind, provision for education of R. 60. 
Bond, form of district treasurer's, F. 22. 

of collector's, F. 23. 
Books, to be recommended by commissioner, L. § III, 1" 6. 

to be regulated by school committee, L. § V, H 9, R. 19. 

to be furnished to poor scholars by trustees, L. § 14, H 5. 

sectarian, should not be admitted, R. 19. 
Building, contract, form of, F. 19. 

Certificate, of election, see warrant, 
of engagement, see engagement, 
of qualifications to teachers, L. § XX and& III, H 9. 
by whom annulled, L. §V, H 9, and § XX. 
form of certificates, F. 6, 7. 
form of annulling, F. 8. 
given by committee, is valid for one year in the town, L. § XX. 1T 1 . 

by inspector, is valid for two years in the county, ibid. IT 2. 

by commissioner, is valid for three years, ibid, 
subjects of and manner of examination, L. § XX, 1" 2, proviso. R. 16. 
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Clerk of town, see town clerk. 

of district, see district clerk. 

of committee may engage certain officers, L. § V. fl 1 . 
Chairman of committee may engage certain officers, L. § V. fl 1 . 

to sign all official papers, ibid. 
Collector, may be appointed at annual or at any meeting, R. 38. 

see tax. 

bond of, F. 23. 

must give bond. State laws, page 304. 

to collect rate bill like town tax. Act of Oct. 1846. 

on selling land should preserve evidence of advertising. 

form of deed on sale for taxes, F. 25. 

holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 
Commissioner, powers and duties of, L. § III. 

to be engaged. See Constitution. 

to decide appeals without cost, L. § III, H 4, and § XXVII, see 
appeals.* 

to bring suits for penalties for violations of law, L. § XXV. 

to apportion school money in May, L. § III, IT 1 . 

to draw orders in favor of towns which raise money and make returns, 
L. § III, IT 2, R. 6 and 7. 

to prepare and distribute forms, L. § III, H 8 ; § V, IT 12 and 13. 

to visit schools and make addresses, L. § III, IT 5. 

to recommend books, L. § III, H 6, R. 19, 

to establish teacher's institutes, L. § III, 1" 7. 

to appoint county inspectors, L. § III, IT 8. 

form of appointment of inspector, F. 37. 

to grant certificates to teachers, L. § III, IT 9; § XVIII, IT 1 ; 5 
XX, 1 2. 

to record all decisions, L. § III, IT 10. 

to make printed report to October session, L. § HI, IT 10. 

term of service, L. § 1. 

in case of sickness of, &c. substitute appointed, L. § 1, note. 

may approve planjs of buildings, L. § XIII, H 3. 

may relieve forfeitures. Act of June, 1847. 
Consolidation, of school districts, L. § XI. 
Committee, when chosen and how many, L. § IV, fl 4 ; R. 8. 

quorum of. Act of June, 1847. * 

vacancies how filled. R. 9, 

who may be, L. § IV, fl 4, note. 

hold until successors qualified, ibid. 

to have warrant or certificate of election, R. 8. 

form of, F. 1. 

to be engaged by whom, L. § V, H 1, note, and F. 3, note. 

form of engagement and certificate, F. 2, 3. 

will receive report from town treasurer of unexpended money, R. 11. 

to hold meetings at least quarterly, and when, L. § V, T 2. 

special meetings, how called, R. 10, 30. 

should send list of committee to commissioner, R. 12. 

to examine teachers, L. § V, T 5, and § XX. 

subjects on which teachers must be qualified, L. § XX, 
4 2, proviso. 
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Committee to examine mode of conducting examination, R, 16. 
form of certificate to teacher, F. 6. 
to annul certificates they have given if necessary, L. § V, 1" 5 and 6. 
form for annulling, F. 8. 

remarks on annulling certificates, R. 17, and F. 8, note. ' 

to make rules and regulations, L. § V. T 9. 
forms for regulations, F. 39. 

to prescribe books and modes of instruction, R. 19, L. § V, IT 9- 
to lay off school districts, L. § V, T 3, and Act of Oct. 1846. 
remarks on manner and principles on which they should be laid out, 

R. 13. 
altering bounds of old districts, and apportioning property, L. § XI. 

R. 13. 
may form joint district with district in another town, L. § XIX, R. 14, 

and Act of June, 1846, § 1. 
form of vote, F. 35. 

to locate all school-houses, L. § V, H 4. 
remarks on locating school-houses, R. 15. 
to fill vacancies in committee or trustees, L. § V, IT 10. 
form of vote to fill vacancy, F. 10. 

to make reports to the commissioner on or before 1st Julv, L. § V, 
f 13. 
" " to the town at the annual meeting, ibid, 

to suspend or expel scholars, L. § V, H 8. 
to visit schoolsihow often, L. § V, H 7. 
may employ person to visit schools. Act of June, 1847. 
remarks on duty of visiting, R. 18. 
subjects for enquiry when visiting, R. 18. 

duty of committee where town is not divided into districts, L. § VI, 
and § IV, 1T2. 
" " when a district devolves care of school on them, 

L. § XVI. 
" " when a district neglects to keep a school, L. § 

XVI. 
may let scholars attend schools in other districts or towns, L. § 

XXIV. 
to apportion school money early and how, L. § V, T 11, R. 21. 
may divide money if town does not, R. 2. 
to draw orders to pay teachers in favor of districts which have made 

returns, L. § V, If 12. 
form of order on town treasurer, F. 32. 
as to records, see records, 
deaf, dumb, and blind, R. 60. 
Contract with a teacher, F. 9. 
Corporations, school districts to be, L. § X, and § XIII. 

for libraries and schools. Act of June, 1847. 
Council, see town council. 
County Inspector, see inspector. 
Deaf and dumb, provision for, education of, R. 60. 
Debts and damages, how recovered of district, R. 45 
Deed, from school district, F. 31. 

power of attorney from district to execute, F. 30. 
to a school district, F. 27. 
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Deed from collector of taxes, form of, F. 25. 

District Clerk should be engaged, R. 49, and F. 5, note. 

may engage all district officers. Act of Jan. 1847. 

form of engagement, &c. F. 5. 

may be engaged by moderator, R. 38. 

holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 

should record negatived as well as adopted propositions, R. 49. 

should record bounds of district in his record book, L. § X. 

should read minutes of records in open meeting, R. 49. 

see records and tax. 
District Treasurer should have warrant and be engaged, R. 50. 

forms of F. 4 and 5. 

bond of F. 22. 

must give bond. Digest page 304. 

holds until successor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846. 

warrant to collector, F. 24. 
District Boundaries, to be fixed by school committee, L. § V, If 3. 
R. 13. 

on what principles should be laid out, R. 13. 

when bounds are altered or district divided, property to be appor- 
tioned, L. & XI, and R. 13. 
Districts, notice of meetings, see notice. 

inhabitants may be witnesses. Act of Oct. 1846. 

may organize at any time on notice given by school committee, L. 
§ XII, 1 2, note, and Act of Oct. 1846, § 13. * 

annual meeting, when, L. § XII, If 2. 

may appoint moderator, L. § XII. H 8. 
trustees, L. § XIII, H 7. 
clerk and other queers, L. § XII, H 8. 

officers must be qualified electors. Constitution. R. 37. 

must require bond from treasurer. State laws, page 304. 
; remarks on powers of, R. 37. 

quorum of district meeting, R. 42. 

may devolve care gf school on town committee, L. § XVI, R. 24. 

if do not organise, committee may provide school, L. § XVI, R. 25. 

may fix rates of tuition and incidental expenses, L. § XIII, H 6, R. 41. 

may authorize trustees to fix rate, R. 41, F. 15. 

cannot keep scholar from school on account of poverty, L. § XXIII. 

should exempt the poor from assessment, R. 41. 

school houses may be built by town, R. 3. 
" " may be built by district tax, R. 46. 

may raise money by tax, for all school purposes. See tax. 

may provide maps, blackboard, school library, clock, and append- 
ages, by tax, L. § XIII, H 4 and 6, R. 46, 

must have plan of school-house and amount of tax approved by com- 
mittee or commissioner, L. § XIII, H 3 and 6. 

remarks on this provision, R. 15. 

may prescribe mode of notifying its own meetings, L. § XII, 1" 6. 

form of such a vote, F. 6. 

must make returns in order to obtain money, L. § V, H 12. 

must keep the school in a house approved by the committee, L. § V, 
H12. 
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Districts must execute leases, deeds and contracts by attorney. See 
forms. 

may adopt a seal, F. 36. 

debts from, how recovered, R. 45. , 

when can rescind rote, R. 44. 

forms of votes, see forms. 

inhabitants of, may be witnesses. R. 38. 
Districts Joint in adjoining towns, how formed, L. § XIX, R. 14. 48. 
and Act of June, 1846, § 1. 

meeting, how called, L. § XIX, IT 2. 

may prescribe mode of notifying their meetings, ib. 

vote of committee to form, F. 35. 

money how apportioned to, R. 14. 

average attendance in, R. 14. 
Disturbing school, how punished. R. 57. ^ 

Division of Districts, property, how divided, L. § XI, R. 13. 
Dumb, provisions for education of, R. 60. . 

Election of school committee, L. § IV, IT 4. R. 8. 
who may be committeemen, ib. 
chairman and clerk of committee, L. § V, 1T 1. 
sub-committee to examine teachers, L. § V, IT 5. 
trustees of districts, L. § XIII, 1T 7. 

moderator, clerk, .and other officers, L. § XII, 1T 8, and § XIII, IT 8. 
Engagement, form for committee, F. 2 and 3. 
trustees, F. 5. 

clerk, treasurer, collector, &c. F. 5. 
of committee, before whom taken, L. § V, IT 1, F. 3, note, 
trustee, « " " «L. § XIV, note, F. 5, note, 

clerk, treasurer, and collector, before whom taken, F. 5, note 
Examination by committee, see school committee. 

by inspector, L. § III, IT 8, and § XX, and § XVIIL 
manner of conducting, R. 16. ' 

see certificate and teacher. 

teacher of secondary school to be examined by inspector, L. § XVIIL 
Exemptions from taxes, see tax. 

poor exempt from rate-bills, R..41. 

Fines and forfeitures, see penalty. 

Forms of certificate or warrant of election of committee, F. 1. 
of engagement of do. F. 2. 

certificate of engagement of do. F. 3. 
warrant of election of trustees, F. 4. 
engagement of trustee, clerk, collector and treasurer, F. 5. 
certificates to teachers, from committee, F. 6. 
, from inspector, F. 7. 
annulling certificate, F. 8. 
contract with a teacher, F. 9. 
vote of committee to fill vacancy, F. 10. 
notice of the 1st meeting of a district, F. 1 1. 

annual or special meeting, F. 12. 
application to trustees for special meeting, F. 13. 



Forms commencement of district records, F. 14. 

choice of officers, &c. F. 15. 

vote authorizing trustees to fix rates, F. 15. 

rote prescribing mode of notifying meetings, F. 16. 

vote to devolve care of district school on town committee, F. 17. 

power of attorney to execute building contract, F. 18. 

vote of district to build, F. 18. 

contract to build and specifications, F. 19. 

vote of district to lay a tax, F. 20. 

tax-bill, F. 21. 

bond of treasurer, F. 22. ^ 

bond of collector, F. 23. 

warrant to collect tax, F. 24. 

tax collector's deed of land, F. 25. 

rate-bill for tuition, F. 26. 

deed to a district, F. 29. 

lease to a district, F. 27. 

power of attorney to take a lease, F. 28. 
" " to sell districts land, F. 30. 

deed from a school district, F. 31. 

order for money, F. 32. 

notice of appeal, F. 33. 

vote of district to establish secondary school, F. 34. 

vote of committee to form joint district, F. 35. 
" " to adopt a seal, F. 36. 

report from district to school committee, F. 38. 

appointment of a county inspector, F. 37. 

specimens of rules and regulations, F. 39. 

town treasurer's certificate to obtain town's portion of money, R. 7. 
Fuel, how provided, R. 46. 

General treasurer. See Treasurer General. 
Gradation op Schools, provided for, L. § IV, fl 2, R. 27. 
any district^ may establish schools of different grades, ibid, 
any two districts may join to establish a secondary school, L. 
§ XVIII. 
Indians in Charlestown, L. § XXII. 
Inspector, to be appointed for each county, L. § III, If 8. 
form of appointment of, F. 37. 

his certificates to be good for two years, L. § XX, fl 2. 
" " " good for three years, if countersigned by com- 

missioner, ib. * 

certificate may be annulled, ib. 
Interrupting school, how punished, R. 57. 

Joint Districts, see districts joint. 

Judge may engage any officer. Act of Oct. 1846. 

of Supreme Court. See appeal. 
Justice of peace may engage any officer. Digest, p. 104, $ 5. 

cannot act out of his own town, ibid. 

Lease op Lot to School District, form of, F. 28. 

power of attorney from a district to execute the lease, 29. 
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Library, may be provided by town tax for schools, L. § VII. R. 5. 

may be provided by district tax, L. § XIII, IT 4 and 6. 

voluntary incorporations for. Act of June, 1847. 
Local Acts, what ones repealed by new law, R. 59. 
Location of School Houses, to be made by school committee, L. § V, 
IT- 4. 

remarks on, R. 15. 

Map of State, R. 56. 

Maps, district may purchase, R. 46. 

Meetings, of school committee, when, L. § V, IT 2. 

quorum of. Act of June, 1847. 

special, how called, R. 10, 30. 

of districts, when, L. § XII. 

quorum of, R. 42. 

special meeting of districts, L. § XII, fl 3. 

form of application for special meeting, F. 13. 

for organizing districts, may be called at any time by committee, L. 
§ XII, IT 2, and Act of Oct. 1846. 

of joint districts, how called, L. § XIX, IT, 2, 

see notice. 

religious, in school-house. R. 47. 
Misconduct of Scholars, may be expelled for, L. § V, 1" 8. 
Moderator elected for each meeting, R. 38, L. XII. fl 8. 

may be engaged by clerk, R. 38. 

need not be engaged. Act of Jan. 1847. 

refusing to put questions to vote; R. 38. 
Monet, how apportioned to towns, L. § V, IT 1. 

condition of towns receiving from State, L. § III, 1T 2 — § IV, 1T 3 — 
§ V, IT 13, and R. 1 and 7. 

how apportioned and paid out to districts, L. § V, IT 11 and 12. R. 19. 

form of order for, F. 32. 

New Testament, see Bible. 
Notary may engage any officer. Digest, page 88. 
Notice, form for meeting for organization, F. 11. 
annual or special meeting, F. 12. 
vote of district prescribing manner of notice, F. 16. 
all notice? issued by committee must be signed by chairman, L. § V, 

U 1, R. 26. 
remarks on notices, and preserving evidence of them, R. 38, 49. 

Oath, see engagement, 

Orders, on town treasuref for money, form of, F 32. 
on general treasurer, how procured, R. 6 and 7. 
of committee and official papers, to be signed by chairman, L. § V, 
IT 1, R. 26. 
Organization, districts may organize at any time, L. § XII, IT 2, note, 
and Act of Oct. 1846, § 13. 
remarks on manner of proceeding, R. 38. 
see districts. 

Penalty for disturbing school, R. 57. 

for misappropriating money, L. § XXV. 

for violating school laws, Act of Oct. 1846. 
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Penalties under school act, how collected, L. § XXV. 
Poor Scholars, not to be excluded from schools, L. § XXIII. 

should be exempted from assessment, R. 41. 
Power of Attorney from district, to sign a deed of district's land, F. 30 

take a lease to the district, F. 29. 

make a building contract, F. 18. 

Qualification, of teachers, see examination and teachers. 

voters, see voters. 
Quorum, of school committee, L. § V, IT 2, and Act of June, 1847. 
district meeting, R. 42. 

Rate Bill, for tuition, fuel, and incidental expenses, L. § XIII, IT 6, 
and note. 

form of, F. 26. 

rate of tuition not to exceed one dollar, L. $ XIII, fl 6. 
to be approved by committee, ib. 

to be collected like town ta*. Act of Oct. 1846. 

in some cases may amount to $2. Act of June, 1847. 
Reconsideration of vote, when allowed, R. 44. 
Records of decisions, to be kept by commissioner, L. § III, IT 10. 

of bounds of districts and alterations, to be kept by town clerk, L. 
§ VIII, and §X. 

of school proceedings, to be kept by town clerk, in separate book, L. 
§ VIII. 

of school committee, how should be kept, R. 28. 

of districts, how should be kept, R. 49, F. 14, 15. 

minutes of proceedings should be read in open meeting, R. 28 and 49, 

forms of, F. 14, 15. . ;^ 

Refusal to serve, R. 39. 
Register, to be kept, L. § XXI, R. 53, 

Registry, tax may be divided as town directs, L. § V , 1T 1 V, R. 2. 
Regulations concerning books, attendance, &c. to be made by commit- 
tee, L. § V, IT 9, R. 20. 

forms for, F. 39. 
Religious meetings in school-house, R. 47. 
Repairs may be made by tax, L. § XIII, IT 3 and 6. 

must be approved by committee or commissioner, L. § XIII, 1T 3. 

reasons of this restriction, R. 15. 
Rent, district may tax forj R. 46, 
Report of commissioner to assembly, L. § III.»1T 10. 

forms for, to be prescribed by commissioner, L. § III, H 3, § V , 1T 12 
and 13. 

of trustees to be made to committee, L. § V, IT 12, § XIV, U 7, R. 36. 

teacher should give information to trustees, R. 31, 54. 

form of report from trustees of districts, F. 38. 

committee to report to commissioner, on or before July 1st, L. § V, 
IT 13. 

committee to report to town, at annual town meeting, ib. 
Repeal, former laws how far repealed, R. 46 and 59. 
Residence, how long in district to vote, R. 43. 

as to paying taxes, F. 20, note. 
Resignation need not be in writing, R. 39. 
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Rules, see regulations. 

Scholars, may be suspended or expelled by committee, L. § V, 1T 8. 

teacher may be empowered by rule to suspend temporarily, L. § V 
IT 8, note. 

poor, cannot be excluded from school, L. § XXIII. 

age of admission may be fixed by c.ommittee, L. § V, IT 9. 

should be uniform in town, R. 20. 
School Books, see books, 

Committees, see committee. 

Districts, see districts. 

Libraries, see libraries. 
Schools, must be kept in a house or room approved by committee, L. § Y, 
IT. 12. R. 15. 

in district not organized may be kept by committee or agent, L. 
§XVI. 

disturbance of, how punished, R. 57. 
School-house, plans of must be approved by commissioner or committee, 
L. § XIII, fl 3, R. 46, 15. 

use of school-house for meetings or other purposes, R. 47. 

may be built by town, by town tax, R. 2. 

power of district to build, R. 46. 
* to be located by school committee, L. § 5, IT 4. 

principles on which should be located, R. 15. 

form of vote to build, F. 18. 

all votes to build should be under the new law, R. 46, 59. 

power of attorney to make contract, &c. F. 18. 

form of a building contract, F. 19. 
Seal of district, what will be, F. 36, note. , % 

form of vote to adopt one, F. 36. 
Secondary Schools, see gradation. 
Senator may engage any officers. Act of Oct. 1845. 
Studies, see books. 

Sub-committee, may be appointed to examine teachers, L. § V, H 5. 
Supreme Court, judge of, approving commissioner's decision, final, L. 

§ XXVII. 
Tax, for what purpose towns may tax, see towns. 

for what district may tax, L. XIII, IT 3, 4 and 6, R. 46. 

to be levied according to town assessment, L. § XV, IT 1. 

how assessed when taxed with property out the district, L. § XV, 
IT 2. * 

to be collected like town tax, L. § XIII, 1T 8, F. 20, note. 

tax and plans to be approved by committee or commissioner, L. § 
XIII, IT 3 and 6. 

reasons for this restriction, R. 15. 

in joint district to be approved by committees of both towns, R, § XIX, 
IT 4. 

school-house act in state digest is now repealed, R. 46. 

treasurer's warrant, form of, F. 24. 

collector's bond, form of, F. 23. 

vote to lay a tax, form of, F. 20. 

summary of the statute law relating to collection of taxes, F. 20, note. 
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Tax, tax and rate bills to be made out by trustees, L. § XIV, IT 6. 
Teacher, what qualifications required for, L. § XX, 1\ 2, proviso, R. 16. 

to be examined by committee or inspector, L. § XX. 

of secondary school to be examined by inspector, L. § XVIII. 

must be employed by trustees, R. 31. 

may be by committee in case, L. § VI. XVI. note XVII. IV. fl 2. 

forms of certificate, F. 6, 7. 

certificate may be annulled. L. § XX. 

to keep register and make returns, L. § XXI, R. 31, 53. 

form of contract with trustees, F. 9. 

remarks on duties of, R. 52. 

should attend teacher's institute, R. 34. 

how to calculate average attendance, R. 53. 

may suspend scholars temporarily, if allowed by rules, L. § V, IT 8. 

institutes and teacher's meetings, L. § III. 1T 7, R. 34. 

remarks on using bible in schools, R. 55. 

penalty for disturbing his school, R. 57. 

should inform committee when school begins. 
Teacher's honey, what designated, L. § V, IT 11. 
Testament, see Bible. 

Towns, to raise one-third as much money as they receive from state, L 
§ IV, IT 3, R. 1. 

may establish town school library by tax, L. § VII, R. 5 

may maintain schools by town tax, L. § IV, ff 2, R. 3. 

may build school-houses by town tax, L. § XVII, R. 3. 

may direct how money they raise shall be expended, R. 2. 

should compensate one of committee for visiting, R. 4, 
Town clerk, to record all school proceedings in separate book, L. § VIII. 

to record all district boundaries and alterations of them, L. § X. 

to distribute school blanks sent to him, L. 6 VIII. 

to furnish school committee a warrant of election, R. 8, F. 1. 

may engage any officers. Act of Oct. 1846. 
Town treasurer, to keep separate account of all school moneys, L. 
§ IX. 

to furnish account to committee on their election, ibid. 

to apply to commissioner for State money, L. § IX, R. 6. 

form of certificate to obtain it, R. 7. 

should keep it safely, and if possible at interest, R. 6. 

to pay out to order of committee, L. § IX. 

form of committee's order, F. 32. 
Town Council may fill vacancies in case, R. 9. 

Treasurer general, to pay commissioner's orders, L. § II, — § III, IT 2. 
Treasurer town, see town treasurer. 
Treasurer of District, see district treasurer. 
Trustees, one or three may be elected, L. § XIII, T 7. 

hold until sucessor qualified. Act of Oct. 1846, §4. 

vacancy, how filled. R. 29. 

meetings of trustees, how called. R. 30. 

form of warrant or certificate of election, F. 4. 

certificate of engagement, F. 5. 

remarks on duties of, R. 31 . 

to employ teacher, L. $ XIV, IT 3, R. 31. 
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Trustees to employ no one unless examined, L. § XX, R. 31. 

form of contract with teacher, F. 9. f 

to make returns to school committee, L. § V, 1T 11 and 12, § XIV. 
17. 
; • form of returns, F. 38, 

to certify that " teacher's money" has been rightly expended, R. 36. 

to have custody of school-house, L. § XIV, IT 1. 

duty to visit the schools, L. § XIV, IT 4. 

should see that teacher keeps register and accounts, R. 41, L. § 
XXI. 

subjects for inquiry when visiting school, R. 18. 

may let scholars attend school in other districts, L. § XXIV. 

should exempt poor scholars from assessments, R. 41. 

should supply poor scholars with books, L. § XIV, U 5. 

should encourage teachers to attend institutes, R. 34. 

to notify district meetings, see notice. 
Vacancy in committee, how filled. R. 9. 

in trustees, R. 29. 

in other district officers, R. 39. 
Visiting Schools, duty of, R. 18, 32. 

subjects of inquiry on, R. 18. 
Vote of district, when can be rescinded, R. 44. 

form of heading of, F. 14. 

to elect officers, F. 15. 

authorizing trustees to fix tax rates, F. 15, R. 41. 

prescribing mode of notifying meetings, F. 16. 

to build or repair school-house, &c., F. 18. 

to lay a tax, F. 20. 

to devolve care of school on committee, F. 17. 

to appoint agent and attorney to sign a deed, F. 30. 
*« " to take a lease, F. 29. 

" " to make a building contract, F, 18. 

adopting a seal, F. 36. 

to form a secondary district, F. 34. 
Voters, who are in ordinary questions, see constitution and election laws. 

who are on laying taxes or expending money, see proviso to art. 2, 
§ II, of the State constitution. 

question of residence in district, R. 43. 

lawful vote rejected, appeal R. 40. 
Votes, negative as well as affirmative, should be recorded, R. 28, 49. 

Warden, may engage officers in some cases, L. § V, note. 
Warrant, or certificate of election of committee, F. 1. 

of trustees, F. 4. 

of treasurer, collector, &c. F. 4. 

for collecting tax, F. 24. 
Witnesses, inhabitants of district may be. Act of October, 1846, R. 

38. 
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PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
We shall devote this number of the Journal to a notice of such official 
documents as have been forwarded to us, during the year, and which 
throw light on the progress of education in the United States. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Prize Essay on the Necessity and Means of Improving the Common Schools of Con- 
necticut. [By Prof. Noah Porter, Jr., Yale College.'] Hartford: Case, Tiffany 
& Co., 1847. 

Annual Report of the Superintendent [Hon. SethP. Beers] of Common Schools of 
Connecticut, for 1 S47 . 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of the School Fund, for 1847. 

Reports and Pamphlets on the Plan of a Public High School in the First School So- 
ciety of Hartford. 

Connecticut School Manual, Edited by Rev. Merrill Richardson. Vol. I, from 
January 1, 1846, to December 1847. Published Monthly by Case, Tiffa:.y & Co., 
Hartford : Terms, 50 cents per annum. 

Report of the Joint Standing Committee of Education on the Establishment of 
Schools for Teachers, made to the General Assembly, May Sessio?i, 1847. 

Report of the Joint Standing Committee of Education on Schools of Agriculture 
and the Arts. General Assembly, May Session, 1847. 

These documents show a healthful state of feeling in Connecticut, and 
are the first fruits of the efforts recently put forth to plac3 Connecticut 
again in the front rank of states which are aiming to make the Common 
Schools common in their original and true acceptation — common because 
good enough for the best and cheap enough for the poorest* 

The Report of the Superintendent brings distinctly to the considera- 
tion of the legislature the low condition of the common schools in many 
particulars, as presented in the official communications of committees 
ivho are personally acquainted with the facts which they state. These 
communications are arranged in the appendix under appropriate heads, 

10 a 
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so that testimonies from different towns in the state are brought to bear 
on a given subject of inquiry. The superintendent also urges with di- 
rectness and clearness the necessity of doing something more than is yet 
done for the improvement of school houses, the better supervision of ihe 
schools, and the education of teachers by means of a Normal School and 
Teachers' Institutes. 

"The plan of a Normal School or Teachers' Seminary embraces a 
thorough course of instruction in the studies pursued in common schools 
under competent teachers, with reference to teaching the same thing to 
others. This last includes the art of teaching, or a knowledge of human 
nature and of the human mind, and of the order in which its several 
faculties should be called into exercise ; of the best motives by which 
good habits of study can be cultivated in the young ; of the arrangement 
and classification of scholars, and of the best means and appliances for 
securing obedience and order, and for keeping alive an ititerest in the 
daily exercises of the school. To accomplish these things thoroughly 
there must be all the necessary apparatus for illustration and experiment 
in reference to the studies pursued, and a model school where the future 
teacher may, as it were, serve an apprenticeship in the workshop of 
education. The Normal School should do for the teacher what the di- 
rections of the master-workman, and the usual term and duties of ap- 
prenticeship do for the future mechanic; and the law school, or the med- 
ical school, or the theological seminary, does for the professions of law, 
medicine or theology. It should give a thorough knowledge of what is 
to be done, and the practical skill how to do it. We have teachers who 
have acquired this knowledge and skill, but in too many instances they 
have acquired the same by experience and experiments in the school- 
room, at the expense of time lost, tempers ruined, and minds distorted, 
of the children of the State. The Normal School affords an opportunity 
to such persons as have the requisite natural qualifications, of acquiring 
the knowledge necessary for the highest success, without subjecting the 
schools to the ruinous waste of time and mind to which they are now 
exposed." 

After a brief notice of the successive steps in the history bf the Nor- 
mal Schools in Massachusets and New York, the Superintendent con- 
cludes thus. 

< c Surely Connecticut, which was the first seriously to agitate the sub- 
ject, ought not to be the last to avail herself of the wise suggestions of 
her own citizens, and the experience of two such States as New York 
and Massachusetts. If the legislature would pledge the means to sustain 
the annual expense of one such school on an economical scale, for a pe- 
riod long enough to give the institution a fair trial, it is believed that 
there are towns in which it should be located, or individuals, ready to 
provide the necessary buildings, furniture and apparatus." 

We shall publish the Prize Essay entire, because it indicates clearly 
and eloquently the direction in which the friends of school improvements 
should push their efforts under similar circumstances. 



PRIZE ESSAY 



ON THE NECESSITY AND MEANS OF IMPROVING THE COMMON SCH00L5 
OF CONNECTICUT. 



There was a time when the Common Schools of Connecticut 
were esteemed the best in the world, and when Connecticut, on 
account of her system of public education, was the brightest spot in 
all Christendom. Connecticut gave to the world the first example of a 
government providing a munificent fund for the education of every child 
within its limits, and of securing the benefits of this provision equally 
and forever to the humblest as well as to the highest, to the poorest 
as well as to the richest. She connected with this fund a system of 
general and minute supervision, good for its time, to preserve the fund 
from abuse and misapplication, and to give thoroughness and efficiency 
to its actual workings. It was a system suited to the state of society 
then existing — to the staid and sober habits of the people. ,h answered 
in a good measure, its design. It made teachers and parents both 
feel their responsibility. 

The results of this school system, were great and good. Every 
hamlet in Connecticut of no more than twenty houses, whether spread 
out upon the plain, or crowded into the valley, whether sprinkled 
along the sloping hill-side, or wedged in among the brown rocks of 
some wild ravine, could show its district school-house, which was 
regularly opened for many months in the year. There was hardly to 
be known the son or daughter of Connecticut, who could not read and 
.write. It was the rarest of all things to see one who had not received 
a good elementary education. 

This was reported to the honor of Connecticut throughout the 
Christian world. The lover of his race, who had been rewarded for 
his zeal for the elevation of his countrymen, by a life-lease in a 
Prussian or Austrian dungeon, saw his prison wall all light about 
him when he thought of the one government in the world that had 
provided efficiently for the education of the humblest child, and 
gathered hope for the time, when his government and all governments 
should do the same. The surly and prejudiced Englishman, when 
he had said all the hard things that he could think of about America 
and the Yankees, could always be floored by one argument, and that 
was the Connecticut School Fund contrasted with the national debt 
of Great Britain. In our own Union, the other state* were reprove/ 
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for their negligence, and spurred on to their duty by the example of 
what Connecticut had been the first to perform. The emigrant 
mother in Vermont or Western New York, as she looked around upon 
her untaught boys and girls, sighed for the schools of Connecticut and 
was ready to exchange the rich fields that were beginning to look so 
luxuriant about her, for the most rocjiy farm within the limits of a 
Connecticut school district. 

But within the last twenty years a change in all these respects has 
taken place. Connecticut no longer holds the same nigh position 
which she once did. Austria and Prussia have provided their subjects 
with an efficient and successful Common School system. Other 
governments in Europe are slowly awaking to their duty and interest 
in respect to the same high matter. Despotism even is striving to 
make peace with its wronged and outraged subjects, by giving, in 
return for the civil rights which it withholds, the substantial blessings 
(Of universal education. Many of the states of our own Union are 
giving themselves to this cause with a zeal and energy which show 
them determined to make amends for past neglect and torpor. In 
Massachusetts, Ohio, New York, Georgia, Rhode Island, and many 
other states, vigorous and successful efforts are made. School funds 
we accumulated ; taxes are readily imposed and cheerfully paid ; 
Boards of Education are instituted ; periodicals are circulated ; public 
lectures are given ; Normal Schools for the instruction of teachers are 
provided ; teachers' conventions and Institutes are attended with zeal 
and profit. These, and other signs, show beyond question, that there 
4s & strong movement in the public mind ; that the people are being 
aroused. In some states and parts of states this interest is well-nigh 
enthusiastic. 

. But Connecticut ! where is Connecticut the mean while ? Where 
» she, who was once the star of hope and guidance to the world? 
She was the first to enter the lists, and was the foremost in the race. 
Is she foremost now ? Whatever may be the truth of the case, it is 
certain, that she is not thought 'to be in the other states. It is the 
general opinion, cut of Connecticut, that she is doing little or nothing ; 
a&d, whereas, a few years since, her name was mentioned in connec- 
tion with Common Schools, with honor, only ; it is now, in this con- 
nection, coupled with expressions of doubt and regret, and that by wise 
and sober men. Her large State endowment is described as having 
put her effectually asleep, as having sent her to " Sleepy Hollow, 1 * 
from the influence of which, when she is aroused for a moment, it is 
to talk of her noble School Fund and James Hillhouse, just as Rip 
Van Winkle did of his neighbors who had been dead forty years. 
The School Fund is quoted every where out of Connecticut^we ven- 
ture to say it is quoted in every other state in the Union, as a warning 
*nd example to deter them from giving the proceeds of their own 
funds, except only on the condition, that those who receive shall 
themselves, raise as much as they take, and report annually as to the 
results. Those who go from other states into Connecticut, can 
hardly credit the testimony of their own senses when they are forced 
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to believe the apathy that prevails. Every newspaper and lecturer' 
out of Connecticut, high and low, ignorant and knowing, sneers at 
the Connecticut School Fund, and the present condition of the Con- 
necticut schools. 

Are the people of Connecticut aware that this is the case ? Do 
they know what the people of other states think and say of them ? 
Do they believe that what is thought and said is true and deserved ? 
We can hardly believe that they are generally aware of the bad repute 
into which their schools have fallen. Or if they are informed in 
respect to it, they do not believe that they merit so bad a name. The 
majority are too well contented to leave their schools as they are. 
They persuade themselves that their school system works as well as 
any public school system can be expected to work ; that notwith- 
standing all that may be said out of the state against the schools of 
Connecticut, these schools are better than those of any state in the 
Union. They are opposed to any agitation of the subject. They will 
give their hearts to no strong and united effort to improve their schools. 
On the other hand, those who know that our schools are inferior to those of 
some of the other states, and who see clearly, in the prevailing apathy, 
the certain signs of a still greater degeneracy, are almost discouraged 
to hope for any great and permanent improvement. Neither of these 
classes are wholly in the wrong, nor wholly in the right. It is not 
true, that the schools of Connecticut are as good as those of certain 
other states. It is not true, that our public school system is as good, 
or is managed^ as efficiently as the systems of many other states. 
There is not only danger, but a certain prospect, that if things remain 
as they are, the schools of Connecticut will degenerate still moref, 
and Connecticut will be dishonored more and more, in the comparison 
with her sister republics. It is not true, indeed, that all the hard 
and contemptuous things that have been said about our schools and 
our school fund are just and deserved, but the facts can be brought 
to prove that there is too much ground for them, and that the public 
apathy on this subject is inexcusable and fraught with evil. 

But we would not despair. Connecticut though slow to more, 
moves sure and strong when she is aroused. She is cautious and 
prudent, but when she sees the reasons for a change she will change 
in earnest. We have too much love for our native state to be willing 
to despair. We believe that she is still the soundest at heart of any 
state in the Union, and that on this subject, she will show herself 
worthy of her ancient reputation. In the hope of contributing to this 
end, the following remarks are offered in respect to the present con- 
dition of the Public Schools of Connecticut, and the remedy which 
may be employed with the hope of success. 

What then is the condition of the Common Schools of Connecticut? 
Facts are stubborn things. We present the following, in which the 
contrast is strikingly exhibited : 

First, as to appropriations for school purposes. Money is the 
sinews of education as of war. The willingness to appropriate money 
shows seal for any cause. Connecticut, in 1795, set apart for school 
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purposes* large and increasing fund fox the support of schools, which 
now amounts, to $2,070,000, and divides $140 for every scholar be 
tween the age of 4 and 1 6. Besides this, there are the town deposit-fund 
and local funds. Instead of annexing to the reception of their annual 
dividend the condition of raising a specified sum, the annual taxation 
was gradually diminished, till in 1822 it ceased altogether, In 1845, it 
is not known that a single town or school society in the state, raised a 
tax for school purposes by voluntary taxation. I n a few of the large city 
districts, a small property-tax is collected, and applied to the wages of 
teachers, but not amounting in the whole state to $9,000, or 3 cents to 
each inhabitant, or 10 cents, to each child between the ages of 4 and 16. 
, ' Massachusetts and New York, as the capital and* dividend of 
their school funds have increased, have, at the same time, increased 
the sums to be raised as a condition of receiving the dividend of their 
&ods. From 1 836 to 1845, the capital of the Massachusetts Fund was 
increased from $500,000 to $800,000. During the same period the 
amount annually raised in towns by tax, for the wages of teachers, 
ha* advanced from $325,320 to near $600,000. The statute of 1839 
requires that $1-25, for every child between the ages of 4 and 16, 
should be raised and actually expended for the purposes of instruction 
in each town, whereas, more than $300 for every child of the above 
age was actually raised by tax in 1845 in 53 towns, more than 
-$2*00 in 190 towns, and $2- 99 is the average through th,e state, 
$2*99 is the average in Massachusetts and 10 cts. in Connecticut 
It is instructive to look over the list of towns as arranged in the 
school returns of Massachusetts for 1846. The town standing 
first is a new, town just out of Boston, which raises $7*64. The 
tpwn numbered 8 is an unpretending agricultural town in Worcester 
county, which raises $4-82. The town numbered 30, a small town, 
raises $3*77. The town numbered 280 raises by tax $1*43 per 
scholar, which is 3 cts. more than every scholar in Connecticut 
tepeives from the School Fund. 

In New York, when the legislature in. 1838, virtually increased 
the capital of the School Fund from $9,000,000 to near $6,000,000, 
the obligation on the part of the towns, to raise an amount equal to 
that distributed was not removed. Thus, while the appropriation by 
the. state was increased from $100,000 in 1835, to $275,000 in 1845, 
the amount required to be raised by tax in the towns increased in the 
same proportion, viz., from $100,000 to $275,000, and the amount 
voluntarily raised by the towns and districts in 1845, more than 
quadrupled the amount raised in the same way in 1 835. 

In Rhode Island, the state appropriation has increased from 
$10,000 in 1829 to $25,000 in 1845, while the towns in 1829 re- 
ceived the state appropriation unconditionally,, but are now required 
to raise a third as much as they receive. 

In Maine, 40 cts. must be raised for every inhabitant, which is per- 
haps more than is required in any other of the New England states. 

Second, as to the supervision of schools. The first effort, to set apart 
tt.Ghss of ofljcera for the special oVy of visiting schools and ex 
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warning teachers, was made by Connecticut in tbe school law of 
1798, and there Connecticut has left the matter, except that the 
towns may now make returns to the commissioner of the School Ftmd, 
who is also superintendent of the schools. In the mean time other 
states have taken the suggestion from Connecticut and improved upon* 
it. ' Massachusetts has a state Board of Education, with one individual 
devoting his whole time to collecting facts and diffusing rotor* 
mation for the improvement of schools. New York has not only 8 
state superintendent, but a school officer for each county, and a super- 
intendent for each town. $28,000 was paid in 1844 as salaries to 
the county superintendents. Vermont and Rhode Island have recently 
adopted the system of state, county, and town superintendents. ' 

Third, as to the education and improvement of teachers. The 
first elaborate effort to call public attention in this country to the 
importance of Normal schools or teachers' seminaries, was made by 
Rev. T. H. Gallaudet, in a series of essays published in Hartford, in 
1825. Massachusetts put this idea into actual being. By the offer 
of $10,000 from Hon. Edmund Dwight, of Boston, the legislature- 
unanimously appropriated an equal amount for the annual expense of 
three Normal schools for three years, and at the close of the third 
year, provision was made for the erection of buildings and the per- 
manent support of these schools. In New York, a State Normal 
School has been established in Albany, and $10,000 annually appro- 
priated for this object. 

The first assembly of teachers, like those now known as Teachers* 
Institutes, ever held in this country, was held at Hartford in 1839, and 
it is believed to have been the last but one held in Connecticut. Thie 
important agency has since been introduced into New York, Ohio; 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont. In New York more 
than 6,000 teachers assembled in the different counties in the autumn 1 
of 1845. In Massachusetts, $2,500 have been appropriated by die- 
legislature for their encouragement during the current year. 

Fourth, School-houses. The first essay which is known to hare 
been prepared to expose the evils of school-houses badly constructed, 
warmed, lighted, and ventilated, was read at a state Convention of the' 
friends of education in Hartford, in 1830; and for nearly years 
after, five school-houses only in the state are known to have been ' 
repaired and built in accordance with its suggestions. The same 
essay was read and published in Boston in 1831, and was followed 
by immediate attention to the subject in different parts of the state. 
In 1 838, a new impulse was given to this kind of improvement by 
Mr. Mann's Report on the subject, and from that time till 1844, the 
amount of $634,326 was expended for the construction and permanent 
repairs of school-houses. Within the past two years, one-third of 
the school districts of Rhode Island have repaired old school-houses 
or constructed new ones after improved plans. Since 1838, more 
than $200,000 has been expended in this way. 

Fifth, School-libraries. The first juvenile library perhaps ia the 
world was established in Salisbury, Conn., more than half a century^ 
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shoe, and die originator of the school district library enterprise was 
a native of this state. This is about all that Connecticut is known to 
have done in this department. In 1838 New York appropriated a 
sum equal to about $5 for every school district, or $53,000 for the 
whole state, on condition that a like amount should be raised by the 
several towns, both sums to be spent in the purchase of books for 
school district libraries. Six years after this law passed there were 
more than one million and a half of volumes scattered through every 
neighbourhood of that great state. Massachusetts, for one year, 
appropriated the income of its school fund for this object on certain 
conditions, and at this time every school district is supplied with a 
library open to all the children and adults of the community. 

We adduce these statistics as testimony concerning the degree of 
interest which is felt in Connecticut on this subject, compared, with 
the zeal that prevails in the above named states. We discuss not 
here, the importance or the wisdom of "these measures. We have 
other testimony still more direct. It comes from the people them- 
selves. Let any man study the returns of the school visitors as re- 
ported to the legislature in 1845, let any man study the reports now 
on file in the Commissioner's office for the year just closing, and 
he will receive one uniform and desponding confession in respect to 
the apathy that prevails — like an atmosphere of death. Particular 
defects are named and remedies are suggested, but the want of 
public interest is uniformly named as the worst and most disheart-. 
ening evil. Then let him contrast these returns with those of many 
other states, and what a change will he notice. On the one hand is 
heard the voice of declension and despondency, on the other, the 
language of progress and hope. 

But this does not exhaust the evidence. Those who go from Con- 
necticut into other states, and from them into Connecticut, feel a 
shock in the transition. It is like going from a cellar into the sun- 
shine, or from the sunshine into a cellar. We know an intelligent 
gentleman who has seen his scores of years, who has recently re- 
moved from Rhode Island into the " land of steady habits," and can 
hardly understand or believe that the apathy which he finds, can be 
a reality. The writer has within a few years made the change the 
other n . 7, from Connecticut to the Bay State. He too has been for- 
cibly impressed with the contrast. In one particular, this contrast is 
very striking. In Connecticut, the people have been persuaded, that 
to be taxed for the support of Common Schools, is a levy upon the 
poor, for the schools of the rich. In Massachusetts, the people know 
that all such taxes are a lawful tribute from the rich, for the benefit 
of the poor. We have seen in the latter state, in a crowded town 
meeting, a thousand hands raised as by magic, to vote the largest of 
two sums named by the school committee, a sum which was nearly 
a dollar for every individual of the entire population, men, women and 
children. The motion was made by one of the wealthiest men in the 
town, whose own children were too old to attend the public school. 
It was supported by others wealthier than he, and having no interest 
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of their own in the schools. A proposition to set apart JUe h*ndr*i 
dollars as a fund to be distributed to the feebler districts, at the dis- 
cretion of the town committee, was moved in the same way, and car- 
ried without tW show of opposition. In the same town, the year fol- 
lowing, the school tax was increased by two thousand dollars, though 
the most important district had ten days before taxed itself nearly 
nine thousand dollars for land and a building for a high school. This 
occurred in a town by no means the foremost to engage in school im- 
provements, and not even now the most conspicuous for its zeal or 
its expenditures. In Lowell, Salem, Worcester, Springfield, Rqx~ 
bury, and in towns of less importance, the public school-houses are 
the best buildings in the town, inviting without for their aspect of 
beauty and solidity, and within for their convenient apartments and 
their abundant apparatus. We have seen something of the working 
of this school system for years. We have observed the conscientious 
and honorable pride felt in the public schools, by those influential. for 
wealth and talent, who give to these schools their influence, and sen4 
to them their sons and daughters. What is of far more consequence 
and interest, we have freely mingled in the families of those in hum* 
bier life, and learned from the lips of parents their high sense of the 
value of these schools which cost them little or nothing, and which 
promised to give their children all the education which they desire^. 
We have heard from the mother of a large family of boys, hearty re- 
grets, that her sons must be removed from the school by the depart- 
ure of the family from. town. Seeing these things, we could not bat 
conclude that public schools may attain high perfection, and that such 
schools are the choicest of earth's blessings. 

But this introduces the second and the most important, of our in- 
quiries — " What can be done to improve the public schools of Con- 
necticut ?" It is of little use to conclude that these schools sadly need 
such improvement, if no remedy can be devised. To summon a 
counsel of ill-natured and desponding physicians, rather hurts than , 
helps the patient, if all that they can do is to find fault by his bedside- 
It is with diffidence, yet with strong conviction that we make the 
following suggestions : . , » 

The friends of Common Schools should not place their main 
reliance on legislative enactments and influence. Not that legis- 
lative action if united and hearty, is not most desirable ; not that 
a well digested reform of the school laws is not called for ; nor again 
that if it could be secured and made permanent it would not be a most 
important step towards final success. But what if such action is not 
to be hoped for ? What shall be done ? Shall we say that nothing can 
be done ? This has been said too long already. The common feel 
ing has been that until the legislature should move, to an entire 
change in the school law, nothing is to be hoped for. The guilt o 
the public neglect and the excuse for the general apathy have been a** 
parried to the doors of the government and left, there, as if nothing 
could be done without, its aid. This is a false view of the caae. 
Important as legislative action may be, of itself it can aesoroptieh, lit* 
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tie. It must be canted home by the awakened taalofflie people 
It is the sign and stimulant of the public mind aroused. To effect 
micb action, if it shall ever be effected; the public feeling must cail 
with a commanding voice. In the states iff which so much has been 
done, in connection with atevisal of their school system, the interest 
hat not so much been created by the new laws, as it has itself created 
them. The laws have been the product of the zeal of the public, 
which zeal has itself given life and efficiency to the laws. In Rhode 
Island, where, at this moment, there is going forward a most enthusi- 
astic movement for Common Schools, it is carried forward by indi- 
vidual agency and expense, seconded by school laws indeed, but 
borne forward by the people, as one of the mighty swells of their own 
ocean lifts the stranded vessel from the beach. 

The main reliance in Connecticut, as in other states, must be pla- 
ced on the waking of the public mind, by the ordinary means of 
moving this mind. The press must be enlisted ; vigorous pens must 
be set in motion ; all political parties must lend their aid ; lecturers 
must be employed ; conventions must be held ; the pulpit must speak 
6nt, tiil a conscience shall be created and aroused in respect to the 
duties of Chri stains towards the neglected and half heathenized pop* 
vlation in their midst. Facts — facts, on this subject can be made to 
•peak, as they are uttered by zealous but fair minded men. The 
truth of the case can be demonstrated till no man shall dare to deny 
it, that Connecticut is far behind her sister states in this matter, and 
will soon be still farther in the rear. If this is evaded or denied, it can 
be proved. All this will involve expense and self-denial, and diffi- 
culties, and discouragements. But without this active agency no 
change is to be hoped for. The agency must be sustained ; the 
expense must be incurred, and the agitation must be prosecuted. 

But what specific plan shall be urged ? What shall it be proposed 
to effect ? What principles shall be aimed at, asserted and raised 
upon our banner ? In answer, we say, — Popular education is no 
longer a theory;— it has been tested and determined by experi- 
ment. The principles which a public school system must involve, 
have been settled by trial. These must enter into every plan that 
wift work with success. They may be reached in different methods ; 
but they must be reached in some way or the plan will fail. What 
are fhestf principles ? We answer : — 

First. A thorough examination and supervision of the teachers and 
the schools by competent and faithful men. Teachers of common 
schools are the servants of the public. In Connecticut, they are 
mainly supported from the public funds. They receive from the 
State, year by year, more than one hundred and fifteen thousand 
dollars* Let them be held to a real and rigid responsibility for their 
qualifications for their place, and for the fulfillment of its duties. — 
There is not a turnpike company in Connecticut which yields a 
revenue of a hundred dollars the year, for whose control and super- 
vision a commissioner is not appointed — whose services the company 
are required to-pay. Not a Bank is lefttmvisked by a c*a rm s»io w 
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to inspect ite books and supervise its proceedings, t Nay, not an 
individual is allowed to practice, the simple business of a measurer 
of land, before he has been examined by the County Surveyor, and 
received a license from him, for which license he must pay the fees. 
Not a physician, nor clergyman, nor lawyer, is allowed the privileges 
or emoluments of his profession, till he has been examined and 
licensed by some individual, or body of men. Why are not the 
teachers of the public schools subjected to the same necessity ?— to 
an examination which shall express the solemnity of the trust com- 
mitted to their hands, and the importance of the profession, to which 
they are admitted I Would the hardship be intolerable and exces? 
sive — would it be a hardship at all, if every man who proposes 1o 
teach, was first, required to obtain a license from one or more com*' 
missioners in his county, or senatorial district, for which he himself 
should pay ? The present system of examination does not answer 
the object which it wa^e intended to accomplish. It is the testimo- 
ny of by far the majority of the Boards of Examiners in the state, 
that it is little more than a form, and often no better than a farce. A 
young man wishes to obtain fifty or one hundred dollars by keeping 
a winter school. He goes boldly to the committee, for he knows 
they will find it hard to refuse him permission — for the committee 
consists of the clergyman to whose parish he belongs, and who will 
be slow to think him unqualified, as common schools go ; of the 
physician, who will not like to offend the young man's parents ; and 
of the lawyer, who is. looking (o political promotion. However con* 
scientious or faithful this committee may desire to be, it is hard for, 
them often to know what to decide. The examination of teachers 
is not their business, and they have framed no fixed standard by 
which to judge. Their duties are thankless duties— a favor done to 
the public, rather than a trust for which they are held responsible, and 
their field is so limited that they cannot give to it earnest and devo- 
ted energy. 

Let the change proposed be introduced. Let the candidate.be 
obliged to go out of his native town for his license. Let him know 
that he is to be examined in the presence of twenty or fifty other 
candidates, and by those who have no partiality for him, arising from 
personal acquaintance ; and to be qualified to teach a winter school, 
would be thought a graver matter than it now is. The profession 
would be elevated at once. A higher grade of qualifications would be 
sought for and attained. There would be that dignity and pride at- 
tached to the calling of a teacher, whjch is secured by an honorable 
admission through a difficult entrance. 4>nd this, need npt cost the 
state a dollar. 

if to the same commissioners should be intrusted the duty of 
visiting the schools within a given district, another advantage would 
be gained. In passing from one school to another, they would have 
loom for comparison, and a field for suggestions. They could meet 
the teachers of each town in friendly aqdprofitable interviews. They 
could confer with the town committees, and visit the schools with 
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hem ; to 'receive and give Hght in respect to the wants of each town, 
xid the remedies for these defects/ The friends of education, the be- 
nevolent and the public-spirited, would look to them with hope and 
confidence, and would gather around them to aid and encourage them. 
The expense for this service need not be great. We take it for 
granted, that a school visitor has as good right to be paid for his time 
and labor, as a fence viewer, or pound keeper. If the school visitors 
should relinquish their duty to them in whole or in part, and with 
it the pay which they ought to receive, and in some cases do receive, 
the additional cost of this arrangement would not be great. But 
what if, perchance, it should cost something ? It is worth something, 
ft would be a reproach to the memory of his fathers, for a Connecti- 
cut man to think otherwise. It would be a slander on the founders 
of the School Fund, who thought two millions not too great a sum to 
set apart for common education, to say that it was not worth the while 
to pay something to make its blessings more valuable and certain. 

We make this suggestion with more confidence, when we remem- 
ber, that it was the opinion of one of the most sagacious men that 
Connecticut ever boasted, that the appointment of County Commis- 
sioners to perform the services specified, would be the crowning fea- 
ture to perfect the Connecticut School System. 

Second: Teacher's Institutes may be held throughout the State 
and that also, without delay. These are conventions for mutual 
improvement and excitement. They may be also called travelling 
Teachers' Seminaries. — These have teen held in other states with 
the most striking results. The idea Was indeed conceived in Con- 
necticut, years ago, and was tried on a small scale for two years in 
succession. At a place and time previously agreed upon, the teach- 
ers within a given district are invited to be present, to spend a week 
dr more in convention. The time is employed in discussing the best 
methods of teaching reading, writing, etc, and the various points 
connected with school discipline. What is more to the point, les- 
sens are given in these various branches, and those whose business 
it is to teach, receive instruction from eminent and experienced in- 
structors. We noticed in a recent account of one of these Institutes, 
that a distinguished elocutionist and teacher of reading was present, 
and gave a course of lessons. We doubt not that every teacher who 
read with him, or who heard others read, for several days, will read 
the better all his life, and that the reading in the scores of schools 
there represented, has received an impulse for the better for the few 
daysmen! at that Institute. The same benefit might be looked for 
from the presence of teachers in simple drawing, writing, and arith- 
metic. At these meetings, experienced teachers give the results of 
their various methods, of their many mistakes, and the ways in which 
they were corrected. Here raw and timid teachers are initiated into 
their new business ; older teachers receive valuable suggestions, 
which their experience and their sense of want, enable them at once 
to understand and to apply ; self-conceited teachers are forced to let 
go some of their old notions, and to grow wiser as they compare 
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therriselves with those who know more than themselves. An enthusi- 
asm in their business is excited. They are impressed with right 
views of the dignity and solemnity of their employment. They form 
new and strong attachments, and from these interesting and exciting 
scenes, they go fresh aud cheerful to the labors of the season, fur* 
nished with valuable knowledge. These Institutes differ from ordi- 
nary conventions, in that they furnish definite business, and are spent 
in gaining real knowledge. They are not wasted in idle harangues 
and fine speeches. They continue long enough to lay out much real 
work, and to accomplish it. They furnish a model for Town Asso- 
ciations, and the teachers who have felt the advantages of these larger 
meetings, continue their influence, by repeating the same thing on a 
smaller scale. So important have they been found to be by trial, 
that in the year 1845 a friend of education in Massachusetts gave on? 
thousand dollars to defray the expenses of a series of these meetings-. 
and the legislature of that state, during its session now just expii 
ing, appropriated two thousand five hundred dollars for the curren 
year, to enable the teachers of the stater to avail themselves of these 
advantages. , 

Let these Institutes he held in Connecticut with no delay. Le 
them be carried into all parts of the state. Let them be made inter- 
esting by providing able assistants, and by the co-operation of the 
friends of education, each in their own district. Let some provision 
be made by the liberal, that the expense attending them shall not be* 
too burdensome. This experiment can be made without any legisla* 
tive countenance. It needs only a willing heart, and a ready hand. 
Let it be made thoroughly in all parts of the state, and let it be sec- 
onded, as it can be, and as it must be, in order to be successful, and 
it will* do much to kindle zeal and to create hope for our common 
schools. It is simple, voluntary, practicable, and cheap. Let it be 
tried, and it will not be many years before the inquiry will be raised, 
whether an education for their business is not required for common 
school teachers, and whether schools for this specific purpose are not 
demanded. This suggests another proposition. 

Third. In order to improve the schools of Connecticut, schools 
are needed for the education of teachers. Normal schools can We 
provided in Connecticut as easily as in other states. If it is not done 
by the state, it can be done by the benevolent. If the expense is not 
defrayed by the legislature, as in Massachusetts and New York, it 
can be defrayed by individuals, as in New Hampshire. In some way 
it will be done, when the public mind is aroused as it must be. Teach- 
ers themselves desire the advantages furnished by such seminaries. 
In addition to Normal schools, there is greatly needed an educational 
establishment in some central situation /well furnished with building* 
and apparatus, and well enough endowed to furnish the best tuition 
at a low rate ; an ( institution where the sons of the Connecticut far* 
mere can receive a good education mall the higher branches, as well 
as in the elements of the classics, and in which the sciences which 
pertain to agriculture, should be thoroughly mastered. Such' an in- 
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sUtution would be a central light. It would furnish a noble basis for 
accomplished common school teachers. Let us hope that the time 
may not be far distant when we shall be able to speak of our Willis- 
ton and of our seminary, like the one which is honored by his 
name.. 

Fourth. The teachers of our schools, to teach better roust be paid 
better. Their business must be made more lucrative and permanent. 
It must be made an object for them to qualify themselves amply for 
their vocation, and to continue in it longer. This can be done only 
as teaching yields a respectable living. There are not more than ten 
teachers in the state who have a living now, while there are more 
than a hundred school districts, that with a judicious arrangement, 
and their present income, might sustain the same teacher from year 
to year. But the means of payment can be greatly increased. There 
is not a state in the Union in which teachers can be paid so well as 
in Connecticut, and in which the burden shall be so little felt. No 
state has so magnificent a school fund. Let there be raised in addi- 
tion, less per scholar, than is cheerfully raised in the majority of ag- 
ricultural towns in Massachusetts, and the best teachers in the coun- 
try would flock into Connecticut, as many now rush from it. The 
people of these towns were not impoverished by raising this sum.— > 
Nor would it impoverish the people of Connecticut. On the contrary, 
k would enrich them ; for it can be proved that a liberal sum cheer- 
fully raised for a course of years by any community for common ed- 
ucation, will return to that community in money, with more than 
compound interest. , 

Fijtih. The cities and large villages should at once make use of 
their peculiar facilities for elevating their public schools. Thus will 
they show, in actual results, what can be accomplished, and excite 
other towns with zeal not to be behind them. The plan which we 
propose is extremely simple, and has been tested so often and so long 
as to have passed the best of all tests — that of actual experiment.—* 
The central and more compact portions of the city or village, should 
first be constituted a single school district. Let the ypunger schol- 
ars—those younger than from eight to ten — be distributed in primary 
school-houses, which should be located at convenient points in the 
district, so that the walk should in no case be fatiguing. They should 
be instructed in all cases by female teachers, in summer and winter, 
and from year to year. Female teachers are cheaper ; female teach- 
ers are better for this immature age. Their influence is more gentle ; 
it forms the girls to mild dispositions and graceful manners ; it infu- 
ses a portion of its own sweetness into the harsh and self-willed per- 
terseness of early boyhood. Female teachers are more patient than 
those of the other sex. They can teach, with better effect, music, 
drawing, and writing. Last and not least — experience has shown that 
primary schools, such as we speak of, can in their hands, be condue 
ted with the most entire success. We would that all the parents 
could be introduced to some of these delightful schools, taught by one 
ex more females/ 4 in whose own hearts, Love, Hope, and Patience,, had 
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first .icept school." We" have seen the pupils gather around the teacher 
each morning with eagerness and new delight. We have heard from 
their own lips, breaking out in unconscious expressions of love, the 
strong affection which she had inspired. We have heard the clear 
and shrill piping of their cheerful songs. We have measured the 
quiet moral influences that have been thus infused, and have gath- 
ered strength from day to day. 

From these primary schools, after having passed through a pre- 
scribed course of study, and in general, after having attained a fixed 
/age, the pupils should go to the central school. If the district is small, 
one school will suffice to be taught by a master through summer and 
winter. If it is large, it may be subdivided into more or fewer gra- 
dations — the lower to be taught by females. In almost all cases, the 
assistants of the masters may be females, and by the aid of two ex- 
perienced and competent females, and with the convenience of reci- 
tation rooms, one master can control from one hundred to one hun- 
dred and fifty pupils. Higher than this, if the population will allow 
it, there may be another school, the High School, or two High 
Schools — one for each of the sexes. To these no pupil should be 
admitted, except on passing a close examination, and this school 
should teach the highest branches that can be contemplated in a sys- 
tem of universal education— the Mathematics, the Natural Scien- 
ces, and perhaps the elements of the Languages. All these schools 
should be under one system, and be free to all. This is no theory. 
There are at this moment in villages of New England, of from One 
thousand five hundred to four thousand inhabitants, public school- 
houses, more tasteful and convenient than any college building in 
Connecticut. In these school-houses an education is given so su- 
perior that no select school can live by their side. To these schools 
scholars crowd from the neighboring towns, and will perform menial 
services in families, in order to gain a residence in the village and 
admission to its public school. This is as it should be. This is re- 
publicanism. But how is it in Connecticut ? Some of the cities 
have made a beginning, it is true, and with good to themselves and a 
healthful influence upon the communities around, But there are . 
hundreds of communities, in which this plan might be introduced, 
which are opposed to it altogether. There are some in which it 
has been tried, and abandoned through opposition. We know a 
village in which two thousand dollars were to be Taised, all the pre- 
liminaries having been adjusted, and this money was in the main to 
be voted for by the people, and to be paid by a single man, who was 
himself anxious to pay it, and yet the enterprise failed by thelcry of 
* a school for the rich ! " What is the state of many of these villages, 
both manufacturing and agricultural ? Is it not true that select schools 
are sustained by the rich and the reputable, both for older and even 
for very young children ?— that in consequence, the common schools 
have been abandoned more or less, generally, to the poor and the 
neglected, and have degenerated because (he rich do not care for 
diem ? Is it not tree that the degeneracy of the common schools in the 
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best and largest towns of Connecticut may be traced to the time whea 
select schools were introduced as its beginning, and that this degen- 
eracy has been going forward ever since ? Is it not true, to confirm 
this matter by argument that cannot be broken, that the best common 
schools now existing are to be found in those towns and districts in 
which select schools are impossible, and all classes of the community 
are interested to make the public school the best school. 

is it not true moreover, that by this separation of intercourse, of 
sympathy, and of acquaintance, begun in infancy, matured in child- 
hood, and hardened in youth into contempt and scorn, on the one 
side, and into jealousy and malice on the other ; there has been 
commenced in Connecticut a permanent and anti-republican division 
of society, on the one side of which, social oppression shall gather 
strength, and in the other shall lurk the incendiary and the murderer I 

Sixth. The doctrine should be understood and proclaimed in Con- 
necticut, that the property of the whole community may rightfully be 
taxed, for the support of public education. It should be proclaimed, 
because it is the true doctrine. The pecuniary interests of a commu- 
nity like our own, to say nothing of those interests that are higher, 
are deeply concerned in the question whether all shall be educated. 
They are as vitally concerned too, that all shall be well educated. 
The property of the rich, whether they have children or not, may and 
should be taxed, because the security of that property demands that 
this insurance should be effected upon it. The tax which they Bay 
is only the premium on this insurance. Besides, it is cheaper as 
well as more grateful, to pay a tax for the support of schools, than it 
is to pay the same for jails and poor-houses. 

In Connecticut this right is denied and disputed. A tax may be^ 
levied on a district for the construction and repair of school-houses, 
but when a sum is to be raised additional to that which is received 
from the public funds, it is left to those who have children to send to 
the school. The consequences of this system are most mischievous. 
The summer school becomes a select school, instead of being a pub- 
lic school. Or perhaps to make it open to all, for a month or two, the 
allowance from the public treasury is eked out by the greatest possi- 
sible extenuation. The cheapest teacher is hired, and the winter 
school is robbed of the means of subsistence, in order to furnish the 
thinnest possible allowance for its starving sister in the summer. 
When this ." short allowance " is consumed, the children of the labor- 
ing poor, at once the most numerous and the most needy, are retain- 
ed at home, because the parents can or will not pay the capitation tax. 
The children of the rich are sent to the select school of a higher 
order, the one of their own providing ; while the children of the mid- 
dling classes occupy the district school-house, with the select school 
No. 2. Hence, in the summer, troops of children go no where to 
school, except to the school of nature, which to them is the school of 
ignorance and vice, and the schools which are kept up in multitudes 
of cases, are the merest skeletons of schools, both in numbers and in 
character. This bad and unequal system is sustained from two 
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causes— the opposition of so many tax-payers to a system of proper' 
ty taxation — and what is more unaccountable, the opposition of those 
who are tax-voters but not tax-payers > who are set against such a sys- 
tem, because it tends to build up schools for the rich ! More than one 
instance can be named, in which this doctrine has been industriously 
circulated by some punning miser among his poorer neighbors, and 
they have gone to the school meeting to rote against all expense, not 
dreaming that their advisers were trembling in their shoes, for fear of 
a petty rate bill. And so they have voted against any change, and 
saved their neighbor all expense, literally, and brought down the tax 
upon their own heads. 

This is unequal, anti-republican, and wrong; and it ought to be made 
odious. It should be held up in all its unfairness. The right of the 
town or school society to tax its property should be embraced by all. 
parties. The party calling itself conservative should proclaim it, be* 
cause it tends so certainly to the security of society. The party 
calling itself popular should hold it, because it sends one of the best 
of blessings to the door of every man. 

To this should be added, the condition attached to the distribution 
of the State fund, that no school society should receive its lawful 
portion, except on the condition, that it should raise by taxation, a 
specified sum for every scholar. This would be a hard doctrine, in 
Connecticut, it is true, and that is the very reason why it should be 
insisted on. It is true and most important, and should be boldly 
uttered. The other States, without an exception, that distribute from 
school funds, doit on such a condition. < The entire public sentiment 
of the Union, is fixed and unchangeable on this point, and we grieve 
to say that we fear the neglect of Connecticut has been a warning, 
against following her example. Shall it be that this munificent 
bequest of our fathers, given to promote the cause of public education, 
hall fail of its design through the neglect or perversion of their sons ? 
or shall it serve this cause, most effectually, as Connecticut shall 
stand forth as a perpetual monument to warn against the like use of 
such funds 1 Shall it be that the State which they designed should be 
the model State to the Union, shall serve only as an example to admon- 
ish its sister States, rather than as one to excite and inspire them ? Are 
we not bound as trustees of this fund, to v secure the most complete 
fulfillment of their designs, and, as experience and a change of cir- 
cumstances call for new safeguards, to provide these safeguards? 
May not the people make the raising of a specified sum on the prop- 
erty of the State, a condition against the improvident waste of this 
bounty ? 

The argument on this subject is very simple, and as it would seem, 
very convincing. In order to improve our Common Schools, more 
money mnwt be provided. If it is raised, as it now is by a tax upon 
those who use the schools, then the schools are no longer common 
schools, but for a part of the year, they must be select schools. The 
one must embarrass the other. Those who will have better schools : 
will leave the public schools altogether. Those who depend jwtthf. 
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common schools, cannot or will not elevate them. But introduce a 
property tax, and you make the schools the property and the pride of 
the whole people. You make it for the interest of the rich to nse 
the money which they now expend for the snpport of higher estab- 
lishments to raise and improve the public schools. Thus the bles- 
sings of this expenditure will be diffused. Its light and warmth will 
not be like that of the fire which cheers one apartment only, but like 
the heat of the blessed sun, which gives no less to the rich, for what 
it gives to the poor. To connect the raising of a small sum per 
scholar, as a condition of receiving the bounty of the State, is the 
simplest and surest way of elevating the schools of the whole State, 
together and alike. 

These are the principles which must be received in Connecticut, 
and believed by its citizens generally, in order to secure a thorough 
improvement in its common schools. It might be shown, that some 
of the most important of them, were suggested by citizens of Connec- 
ticut, long before the present movement for Common Schools com- 
menced in the other States. They are of Connecticut origin. Let 
them be owned as her own and here put in practice, as they can be 
no where beside. 

These principles may be propagated. Let the legislature be me- 
morialized. But let not the legislature be relied upon as the only 
hope. It may not be expedient that the government should move at 
once. It may not be practicable, if it is expedient.' Individuals can 
do much without the government. A State association can be formed. 
Measures can be taken to unite the friends of education throughout the 
State. Teachers' Institutes, and Normal Schools can be set on foot 
by individual and associated benevolence, as they have been in a por- 
tion of New Hampshire. Such a movement would not be very ex* 
pensive. The agencies need not be costly, nor the expenditures 
great, but the work is precious, and worth much cost, if it were re- 
quired. 

Nor is the work discouraging. It is discouraging in its beginnings, 
but rapid in its advances. Every district animated with a right spirit, 
diffuses light and wakens interest in ten of its neighborhood. Every 
school-house, well constructed, with its convenient apartments, its 
successful teacher, and its bappy scholars, gives an impulse which 
cannot be computed. Parents are animated with hope and desire. 
Children ask why tjieir own school-house cannot be as good. Pre- 
judice is softened. Scepticism is convinced, and public spirit is 
awakened. 

The Connecticut people may be aroused. There are thousands 
and tens of thousands, who are ready to stand upon their feet and to 
iput their shoulders to this work. They are not rash, nor headlong it 
is true — they are cautious and stable, but they are the more steadfast 
when thoroughly convinced. They are not profuse and extravagant 
in their expenditures*— but they have money, and they are willing to 
give it for objects seen to be important. They are not carried away 
oy vague declamation or transcendental moonshine— but they have 
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practical and good as that of public education. Let the work be com- 
menced with vigor and with hope. 

In carrying it forward, two classes of citizens can be especially 
useful. On them rests a great and peculiar responsibility. We 
name first, the acting politicians of all parties. They are now un- 
committed as partisans for or against any system. They have an 
equal interest in the improvement of schools. It would be a slander 
which they would resent with indignation, to say that they do not 
feel an equal zeal for this most* important interest, in which the pros- 
perity and pride of the State are equally concerned. Eminent indi- 
viduals of all political names are known to be zealous for common 
school reform. There are subjects enough beside this, out of which 
political capital can be made. Attempts to do this elsewhere, have 
been signally rebuked. Let parties divided by questions of national 
policy, vie with each other in their zeal and efficiency, in respect to 
this common interest, for which every man's hearth-stone cries out in 
his ears. Let it never be said that the citizens of Connecticut grind 
the bodies and souls of their children between the upper and nether 
millstone of political contests. Heathen barbarism, offered to " Mo- 
loeh, horrid king," its children in sacrifice by sending them through 
devouring flames blazing fiercely on either side, 

•• Though for the noise of drams and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, tfiat pass'd through fire 
To his grim idol." 

Let not this be enacted on a more fearful scale, in civilized and 
Christian Connecticut. 

On the clergy of Connecticut there rests also a great and solemn 
responsibility. It is a religious duty to care for the untaught, the 
neglected, and the ignorant. It is a duty to give to such, the best in- 
tellectual and moral culture which we can. It is a duty which we 
owe to our nearest neighbor, a duty which is simple, pressing, and 
most easily discharged. So do we best aid and prepare them for in 
fluences appropriately and directly religions. Let this duty be 
preached, on the Sabbath and from the pulpit. Let it be preached 
till it is believed, and the hearers show their faith bjr their works. 
. We raise money to provide schools for the destitute in our own land. 
We raise it also, to send to Ceylon, and Burmah, and China, that 
schools may be established, which may prepare the youthful mind 
for the influences and the truths of our holy religion. And yet there 
are towns ' in Connecticut in which there are scores of children, 
which for want of that moral and intellectual culture, that the pub- 
lic schools might give, are, as really, though not in the same degree, 
hopeless subjects of religious truth, as many' children of Ceylon and 
Burmah. We have seen children of this character. Besides these, 
there are thousands for 'whom, a teacher could do far more than 4 
clergyman, and on whom the church can act most directly and 
ciently through the t*a<*h* 
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. We are well aware that efforts have been made to excite distrust of 
anv system of -public education, on religions grounds, and to arouse 
against it sectarian prejudice and conscientious convictions. There 
may have been occasion for these feelings in some states of the 
Union. Injudicious management, false principles, efforts to propo 
gate peculiar principles, insidious and open, may have been notice* 9 
The school system has therefore been held up as anti-religious. Ths 
doctrine has been proclaimed that each chwch must have its separate 
schools, in order to secure an education thoroughly Christian. 

In Connecticut there need be no fear of embarrassment of this 
-kind. The people of Connecticut, with scarcely an exception, are 
of one mind in the belief of the following truths. They believe in 
the moral duties as enforced by the words and life of Jesus. They 
believe with Washington, that public morality is best secured by reli- 
gious faith and religious feeling. None of them will object to the 
use of simple but fervent prayers and hymns, to the inculcation of the 
duty of imitating dhrist, and of trusting in him. In these points they 
can all unite, and they can turn them to use in their public schools. 
What the children need to be taught beside, can be supplied in the 
family, the Sabbath school, the pulpit. 

Such is the position of things in Connecticut. We have seen her 
ancient glory ; the present depression with its causes ; the need of 
effort ; the points to which this effort should be directed, and the 
grounds of discouragement and hope. Shall this good work be under- 
taken? Shall this field be entered? No state in the Union has 
means so abundant. No state can, if it will, have schools so 
splendid and so good. Its population is homogeneous, frugal, intelli- 
gent, moral, and religious. It has been accustomed to common 
schools for generations. It has a school system already established 
in the hearts and habits of all, which needs improvement only, and 
joot a new beginning, The memory of the past calls us to effort. 
The necessity of the present will not let us alone. The voices of the 
venerable dead, speak to us in solemn tones from that dim and distant 
world to which they have gone, and command us not to be untrue to 
the precious trust which they garnered for us. The cries of the liv- 
ing come up to us, and in tones piteous as an infant's wailing, beseech 
us to spare their childhood from neglect, and their future manhood 
from ignorance and crime. The honor of the State and of the fathers of 
the State calls on its citizens. The sons of Connecticut who have gone ' 
out from the paternal mansion, burn with eager desire to be able to « 
put to silence the reproaches which they are forced to hear, and to 
know that the spirit which provided the School Fund, still lives to 
make effectual that important trust Those who were personally ac- 
tive in devising and securing this fund, would tell us that no care of 
ours, can surpass the thoughttulness with which Tread well studied 
its conception, and no labor of ours can compare with the daily and 
lightly toil with which Hillhouse and Beers secured its invest- 
ments, .and watched its securities. The question is, shall Con- 
necticut then be true to herself? We have seen the trim and noble 
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ship, manned by a skillful crew,, open the passage through an un- 
known and dangerous strait, and gallantly lead the way for a timid 
and creeping fleet, into a secure and long desired haven. We have 
seen her pass every shoal but ' the last, but just as she doubles its 
treacherous point, she grounds for an instant, and the cry is from the 
fleet, she will be stranded there ! They make all haste to rush past 
her. In their cry of exultation they forget all her guidance in the 
past. Shall she then be stranded, who has guided so many vessels to 
so noble a port 1 Shall her last service be to lie on the quicksands, 
a decaying hulk, deserted and useless, except as a beacon to show 
the shoal oh which she struck ? Shall she be stranded ? No, no ! 
A thousand times, No! Let the cry then be, Connecticut first to lead 
ihe way, and foremost forever / . 
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NOTE I. 



PLAN AND MEASURES OF A VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

The following suggestions indicate more in detail, the views of the author 
of the Essay as to the mode, at once simple and systematic; in which the 
friends of popular education can put forth their efforts for the improvement 
of common. schools. 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 

Article 1. This Association shall be styled the Connecticut (or the name 
of any Town or County can he inserted) Institute of Instruction, and shall have 
for its object the improvement of common schools, and other means of popular 
education in this State, {or Town, or County.) 

Article 2. Any person residing in this State, (or Town or County,) may be- 
come a member of the Institute by subscribing this Constitution, and contrib- 
uting any sum, annually, towards defraying Ws incidental expenses. 

Article 3. The officers of the Institute shall be a President, two or more 
Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, a Recording Secretary, and a Corresponding Sec- 
retary for each county, (or town in case of a county association^) with such 
powers respectively, as their several designations imply; and who shall, together, 
constitute an Executive Committee. 

Article 4. The Executive Committee shall carry into effect such meas- 
ures as the Institute may direct; and perform such other acts not inconsistent 
with the objects of the association, as they may deem expedient, and make re- 
port of their doings, annually, and when called on, at any regular meeting of the 
Institute. 

Article 5. A meeting of the Association for the choice of officers shall be 
held, annually, at such time and place as the Executive Committee may desig- 
nate in a notice published in one or more newspapers ; and meetings may v.neld 
at such other time and place, as the Executive Committee may appoint 

Article 6. This constitution may be altered at any annual meeting, by a 
majority of the members present, and regulations, not inconsistent with its pro- 
visions may be adopted at any meeting. 



Measures wkien can be adopted by a voluntary Association to improve Common 

Schools. 

1. Information can be collected and disseminated in every practicable way, in 
every district, town, and county in the State, as to the present condition of com- 
mon schools, and other means of popular education, with plans and suggestions 
by which the excellencies of any one teacher, district, or town, can be improved 
and made general, and any defects be removed. 

2. Meetings of the Association can be held in different towns for public ad- 
dresses and discussions on topics connected with the condition and improvement 
vf Common Schools. 
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3. A series of Tracts, each number devoted to some one important topic, re* 
lating to the organization and administration of a school system, or to the clas- 
sification, instruction and discipline of schools, can be prepared and published 
for gratuitous distribution among teachers, school officers, parents, and every 
body who has a child to educate, a vote to give, or an influence to exert in rela- 
tion to public instruction. 

4. Editors and conductors of the periodical press can be enlisted to publish 
original, and selected articles relating to the subject. 

5. Clergymen can be interested to present the subject in some of its bearings 
at appropriate times to their people. 

6. Local associations of parents and the friends of education, and especially 
district and town associations of mothers and females, generally, for the purpose 
of visiting schools, and co-operating in various ways with teachers, can be formed 
and assisted, ' 

7. Pecuniary aid and personal co-operation can be extended for the purpose 
of securing at different points, a school-house, with its appropriate in-door and 
out-door arrangements, a school library, a district school, and a village lyceum, 
which can be held up severally, as a model of Us kind. 

8. Good teachers can be assisted in finding districts where their services 
will be appreciated and rewarded, and district committees in search of good 
teachers, can be directed to such teachers as have proved on trial that they 
possess the requisite qualifications. 

9. The necessary local arrangements can be made, and the services of ex- 
perienced teachers secured, for "the purpose of facilitating the holding, in the 
spring and autumn, a teachers' class or Instiute, where young and inexperienced 
teachers may spend one or two weeks in reviewing the studies which tney are to 
teach, in the summer or winter schools; and witness-, and to some extent, prac- 
tice, the best methods of classifying, instructing, and governing a school. 

10. The formation of town and county associations of teachers, for mutual 
improvement and the advancement of their profession, by weekly or monthly 
meetings, and by visiting each others' schools, and learning from each others' 
experience, can be encouraged. 

11. Efforts can be put forth to collect a fund for the establishment, at the 
earliest moment, of a seminary where young men and young women, who have 
the desire and the natural tact and talent, can be thoroughly and practically 
trained for teachers of common schools. 

12. A well qualified teacher, of the right tact and character can be employed 
to perform an itinerating Normal school agency through the schools of a panic 
ular town or county. 

13. School celebrations or gatherings of all the children of a school society, or 
town, with their parents and teachers, for addresses and other appropriate exerci- 
ses, can be held at the close of the winter and summer schools. 

14. Village Lyceums can be established and assisted in getting up courses of 
popular lectures in the winter. 

15. A central depository or office, supplied with plans of school-houses, appa- 
ratus, and furniture ; a circulating library of books and pamphlets on education ; 
specimens of school libraries, and the best text books in the various studies per- 
sued in common schools, tea, can be established. 

16. To give the highest efficiency to any or all of these means and agencies- 
of school improvement, an individual should be employed to devote all, or a por- 
tion of his time, as agent under the direction of the Executive Committee or the 
Institute, and receive such compensation as can be raised by a special subscrip- 
tion for this purpose. 

Every measure above enumerated has been tried and carried out in other 
states, successfully, by means of voluntary associations, similar, to the on9 
proposed. 
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This Essay was circulated in connection with the Superintendent's Re- 
port, through every school district in the State, and was widely and 
eagerly read. The gentleman whose liberality called it forth, and con- 
tributed to its circulation, in connection with other citizens of Hartford, 
determined to do something in tbe direction indicated in the note to this 
Essay. The holding of an Institute or convention of the teachers of 
Hartford county, in the month of November, was determined on, and the 
Rev. Merrill Richardson, a gentlemen admirably fitted for the purpose, 
was employed to visit the several towns in the county, and awaken an 
interest in the object of the meeting. A spirited convention of two hun- 
dred and fifty-four teachers was held, and through these teachers and a 
printed notice of the proceedings of the convention, a powerful impulse 
was given to the public mind. A monthly school journal under the name 
of the Connecticut School Manual was started, in January, 1847, and has 
continued through. the year, under the editorial charge of Mr. Richardson. 
Other Institutes were held, and through their influence and the exertions 
of the Superintendent and other friends of common schools, the Legislature 
in May made provision for holding two or more schools for teachers in 
each county. These institutes or schools for teachers have been held, as 
has been already noticed. 

The efforts of Mr. Bunce and other gentlemen in Hartford, did not end 
with getting up and carrying out the plan of a Teachers' Institute. They 
set about the establishment of a Public High School in the First School 
Society of Hartford, a school which should be worthy of the city and the 
State, which should give as good an English education, and preparatory 
classic education as any academy or private school in New England, and 
rest for its support on the old New England principle of property taxa- 
tion. The project was broached. The plan was discussed in the public 
press, and in pamphlets which were distributed to every family in the 
Society. Public meetings were held, in which elaborate and animated 
debates were conducted by the most prominent speakers in the city. 
Seldom has the public mind of Hartford been more deeply interested in 
any subject, and finally the plafT was carried by an overwhelming vote of 
the largest school meeting ever convened in the Society. Twelve thou- 
sand dollars were appropriated for the erection of a suitable building, and 
a committee of men of the right stamp appointed to carry out the vote of 
the Society. This committee, finding that the expense of such an edifice, 
with the appropriate fixtures would exceed the appropriation, subscribed 
twenty-five hundred dollars among themselves to make the building what 
they have, — second to no other structure of the kind in New England for 
the completeness of all its parts. The school has opened under the 
charge of Joshua D. Giddings, formerly Principal of the Fountain street 



Grammar School, as Principal, The establishment of a Public High 
School, after the able and prolonged public discussion to which the plan 
was subjected, and supported mainly by tax on the property of the whole 
community, is the most important event in the, school history of Connec- 
ticut for the last twenty years. 

But the zeal and liberality of Mr.'Bunce and his associates did not end 
here. They put forth efforts to collect a fund for the establishment of a 
seminary where young men and young women who have the desire, and 
the natural tact and talent for teaching, can be thoroughly and practically 
trained for this vocation. Ten thousand dollars were subscribed for th's 
object, one half of which amount was subscribed by Mr. Bunce, 
and offered to the State on condition that the General Assembly would 
appropriate a like amount for the same object, but instead of doing as the 
Legislature of Massachusetts under similar circumstances did, promptly 
and unanimously accepting the offer, and making the necessary appropri- 
ation, the Legislature was so cautious not to do any thin.; in advance of 
what the people should call for, that the whole matter of a Normal 
School was referred to a committee to be appointed by the Governor, of 
one from a county, for examination, and to report on at the next session of 
the Legislature. In the mean time the Institutes or schools for teach- 
ers will prepare the public for something more thorough and complete.* 

We must not omit to notice another document — the Report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Education, on the establishment of Profes* 
sor ships of Agriculture and the Arts. This report originated in a peti* 
tion of the President and Fellows of Yale College, asking for aid to enable 
them to establish such professorships in that institution, through which 
free instruction should be extended to every inhabitant of the State who 
nay wish to avail himself of it. The Report approved the object but 
proposed no appropriation for the present. 

MAINE. j 

In June, 1846, the Legislature of Maine constituted a Board of Educa- 
tion, consisting of one member for each county, with power to appoint a 
Secretary, hold Teachers' Institutes in each county, and report annually. 
The first Report of the Board for 1847, together with a Report of the 
Secretary , ( William G. Crosby, of Belfast,) and other documents, 
making a pamphlet of 135 pages, is before us. It is a very valuable doc- 
ument, and proves that the common schools in Maine are in a very low 
condition, as compared with their capabilities. Cheap, dilapidated, un- 
comfortable school -houses, irregular attendance, unqualified teachers, 
sleepy supervisors, want of parental interest, ana* other evils are com- 
plained of in Maine as well as in other parts of New England. But the 
work of reform is commenced, and it seeaaa to be in judicious bands* 
lOd 
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We can only find room here for the closing paragraph of Mr. Crosby's 
Report. 

" The success which has thus far attended the recent effort in this 
State, to direct attention to the most prominent defects fa the administra- 
tion of our Common School system, and arouse the public mind to a con* 
sciousness of the necessity of reform, of prompt and efficient action, affords 
matter for congratulation. To the faithful few, who, for years past, 
through good and evil report, have manfully upheld the good cause, too 
great a share of praise cannot be awarded. It was from their unwearied 
efforts that the friends of education in convention at Augusta, in the 
month of January, 1846, derived encouragement and assurance to ad- 
dress the representatives of the people in behalf of the free school. 
The promptness with which the memorial of that convention was met 
and answered, the unanimity with which the bill, reported in compliance 
with the prayer of the memorialists, passed the Legislature, reflect honor 
alike upon the individuals composing it, and the State whose interests 
th-y represented, and is a happy augury for the future. But having 
done so much, the danger that individual effort may be relaxed, that to 
this Bjard may b* confided the achievement of that reform which can be 
effected only by the cooperation of the people, is neither to be overlooked 
nor c jncealed. Against this error, which, if persisted in, cannot but 
prove filial to the cause in which we are engaged, the voice of earnest 
expostulation must be raised ; and the assurance, again and again reiter- 
ated, tha*, be the members of this Board faithful and indefatigable as they 
miy, though they offer up their time and substance as a sacrifice, though 
they speak with the tbngues of men and angels, yet that, without the coop- 
eration of the people, their labors in this behalf must be in vain. The peo- 
ple must came to the rescue ! The legislator, the capitalist, the man of let- 
ters, mustenlist for life, and take their places in the ranks of the great army 
of progress. And where, if not there, should they be found ? How can the 
legislator more faithfully subserve the interests of his constituents, and 
m.ype effectually protect their rights, than by providing the means of edu- 
cation for their children ? What surer guaranty can the capitalist find 
for the security of his investments, than is to he found in the sense of a 
community morally and intellectually enlightened ? And how can the 
man of letters more faithfully fulfill his mission, than in teaching the peo- 
ple ? The press, — than which there is no mightier agent in giving a 
character to the a^e, — the press must speak ! speak, too, not in the tow 
mutterings of the distant thunder, which tells of danger remote, but in 
the crashing peal which breaks over our heads. The pulpit must speak! 
Its voice of warning and of exhortation must be lifted up ; — this " bread 

of life" must cease to be the <c show bread" of the sanctuary, it must 

he broken for the people. In the council chamber of the State, in the 
halls of legislation, in the lyceum, in the scenes of social intercourse and 
public.dsbate, in the house of God, and in the village school-house, must 
the voices of true-hearted men be heard, until, touched by the electric 
spark, the dark and lowering cloud which now hangs over us shall burst, 
and its waters descend, to refresh and fertilize a parched and barren soil; 
until this people, this whole people, shall be aroused to a consciousness of 
their duties and their dangers. Then, and not *nttl than, will the iree 
school of Main© fiaiaii it* toimw^ 
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MASSACHUSETTS: 
We hare received the following among other educational document*, 
from the old Commonwealth. 

Tenth Annual Report of the Board of Education, and of the Secretary 

of the Board, for 1846. p 206. 
Abstract of the Massachusetts School Returns for 1846-7. 
Common SchoolJournal. Vol. IX, for 1847. p. 415. 
Meeting of the Essex County Teachers' 1 Association held in Salem, Octo* 

her 15M and 16M, 1847. 
Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Teach* 

er> Association, held at Springfield, Nov. 2Zd and 23d, 1847. 
The Massachusetts Teacher, published and edited by a Committee of tht 

Massachusetts Teachers' Association. Boston, 1. Sawyer. 

Annual Reports of the Public Sdhools of the City of Boston, 1847* 
p. 220. 

Reports of Committees on the Ventilation of the School-houses of the City 
of Boston. 

Annual Report of the Perkins Institution for the Blind, 1847. 
Report en the State Manual Labor School. 

Letter of Hon. Abbott Lawrence on a School of Practical Science. 
Report on the Education of Idiots. 

These and other school and education documents which we have re- 
ceived from friends of the cause in Massachusetts, show that the Old Bay 
State is not content with the abundant fruits which have been gathered 
from her former efforts in behalf of sound learning and universal educa- 
tion, but is doing more and more, every year, in the same direction. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

First Report of the Commissioner of Common Schools, (Professor Charles 

B. Haddock, of Dartmouth College,) for 1846. 
* In this document Professor Haddock discusses the subject of common 
schools with the facility of one familiar with their condition and their 
wants, and with the felicity of a ready writer. The Report shows con- 
clusively that the schools of New Hampshire labor under the same diffi- 
culties which impair the usefulness of the common school elsewhere, and 
points to the remedies which have been found to be efficient in other 
States. The following extract exhibits the broad republican spirit in 
which the whole report is written. 

" Popular liberty, equal laws, general happiness, seem to me impossi- 
ble to be maintained, for any long time, in an uneducated community. 
The only means which the majority of men have for bettering their con- 
dition, and sustaining a competition with the more fortunate few, who 



happen to have been born to wealth, or nurtured under peculiar advanta- 
ges, is in themselves, in their power of thought, their ingenuity, their 
foresight, their moral energy,! — just the traits brought out by means of 
the early discipline and instruction of the Common Schools. The only 
way of securing a republican equality, and, of course, an equal legisla- 
tion, equal rights, and common privileges, is by general education. In 
physical strength m^n are nearly equal. In mental capacity they are 
scarcely less so. At least, neither bodily nor mental powers are distribu- 
ted according to any distinctions of rank or social condition among men. 
The gifted mind, as well as the stalwart,' is found in all slates of life, — 
among the poor as often as among the rich, among the lowly no less than 
amon^the lofty; and therefore it is not possible that great inequalities of 
privilege should continue in a cultivated society. All advantage of the 
lew over the miny, all aristocratic superiority, is maintained by mind, and 
the instrumentalities which mind creates. There must first be an aris- 
tocracy of intellect before there can be an aristocracy of power. Popular 
ignorance is the soil for tyrants. Public intelligence and public virtue 
(are the b<?st securities of liberty and equal laws. In the long-run, it is 
impossible for oppression of the misses of society to be sustained by any 
means but their ignorance. The natural tendency of mind is to rise ; 
moral energy is irrepressible ; it is a natural power, which no artificial 
mechanism can confine ; it is one of those elements of the social world, 
which, like the primal forces of nature, shut up and repressed, heave the 
ocean and the land. If we can secure the general education of the peo- 
ple, — the discipline of their intellectual and moral powers,_we do all 
which the condition of man allows for the perpetuation of liberty, and 
^justice, and social happiness.' 1 

11 To this New England education we owe our New England charac- 
ter. That character could hardly have been formed any where else. It 
required the freedom of our civil institutions and the discipline of our 
schools. And by these, in connection with the pulpit, it has been pro- 
duced." 

Professor Haddock's successor is Richard S. Rust, Esq., of North field, 
New Hampshire* 



VERMONT. 



First Annual Report of the State Superintendent t [Hon. Horace Eaton,] 
of Common Schools, made to the. Legislature, October, 1846. p. 64. 
This document includes, with the State Superintendent's Report, 
" Extracts from Reports of County Superintendents" and is one of the 
most valuable School Documents of the year. It shows clearly that the 
Common Schools of Vermont stood in as much need of a rousing shake, 
as the schools of any part of New England, and that the shake has been 
to some purpose. We shall make extracts for Another number of the 
Journal. 



NEW YORK. 

Annual Report of the Superintendent {Hon, JVt 8. Benton) of Common Schools, 
sulmitttd January, 1847. 

Report of Executive Committee of the State Normal School for 184tJ. 

Annual Register and Circular of the State Normal School for 1846. 

District School Journal for 1847. 

Teachers 9 Advocate for 1847. 

Forty-first Annual Report of the Trustees of the Public School Society of New 
York, 1S47. 

These documents show that the common schools of the Empire State 
are iu an improving condition, and at the same time we have seen in the 
public journals, notices of the proposed action of the Legislature in re- 
gard to the administration of the system, which if carried oat, mast ar- 
rest the progres£pf improvement If the element of county supervision? 
is struck out, and another equally efficient is not substituted, the author* 
of the measure and the Legislature which sanctions it, will richly de- 
serve to be known as the greatest " architects of ruin" which have yet 
appeared in the educational history of New York. 



NEW JERSEY. 

Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Schools, (Dr. T* F* 

King) Perth Amboy>) of New Jersey, for 1847. 

We regret to learn that for any cause Dr. King intends to close his 
connection with the public schools of New Jersey, where his labors have 
accomplished so much good. 

The following notice of his labors is copied from the Teachers' Advo- 
cate, p. 122. 

" Three or four years ago, when Dr. King entered upon the duties of 
State Superintendent, New Jersey, in respect to common schools, was ill 
a truly deplorable condition. The schools for the masses were ' few and 
far between/ without due supervision, so far as we know, on the part 
either of the local or the State authorities, — there were, no gatherings of 
the teachers for mutual aid and counsel — no educational meetings of any 
kind, looking to the elevation of the public schools, — no proper interest, 
apparently, in the parents of the children themselves,— in short, no strong, 
deep, and abiding feeling, in favor of what has been significantly styled 
'The People's Colleges.' Thirty thousand dollars, it is true, were an- 
nually distributed among the school districts, upon condition (a condition 
not always met,) that each should raise for itself an additional sum, 
equal to the amount of its allotment from the State ; and this done, all 
further care about the education of the people seemed to be wholly dis- 
missed. 

Such, briefly was the condition of things, when the first State Superin- 
tendent of New Jersey, in the person of Dr. King, commenced his career. 
At first, his operations were confined, we believe, to such only of the sev- 



era! counties, as manifested, by tavita+kro, a disposition to avail them- 
selves of bis aid, in raising or reviving their schools. 

The counties of Essex and Passaic entered early with the State Super- 
intendent upon the work of revival and reform. Educational meetings 
were called, the various schools were visited, public examinations, attend- 
ed by audiences decidedly respectable, both in numbers and influence, 
were frequently held ; and such was the influence of these things upon 
the general mind, that the condition of the common schools soon became 
one of the most moving topics of thought and conversation. 

County after county followed the example of Essex and Passaic, till, 
at length, Teachers' Associations have been formed in almost every coun- 
ty in the State. The school -bouses have been improved, better books, 
maps, and other educational instrumentalities have been introduced ; the 
districts now .duubU, by tax upon themselves, the amount of their allot- 
ment of money from the State ; laws have been passed, requiring ade- 
quate attainments in the teachers ; school examination have become 
tilings of general note, and the press, hitherto silent on this subject, as 
the. step of time, has at length come out with wonderful vigor, in further- 
ance of this noble movement. In the midst of all these things, with so 
much to encourage, prospective and retrospective, we cannot do otherwise 
than regret deeply, with the Newark Daily Advertiser, the contemplated 
resignation of Dr. King. It is true, he has, in this work, traveled over and 
over again, the entire territory of the State, labored, in season and out of 
season, in the endeavor to make New Jersey stand high in the matter of 
popular education; and all this without taking one single dollar from any 
but his own funds, even for the payment of his traveling expenses. Yet, 
discouraging as to most men such labor would seem, and heavy as is the 
tax upon his time and his talents, we do hope, if the State does not open 
the way, some other means may be made available to the purpose of re- 
taining a public officer, whose endeavors have been so signally successful, 
and so generally satisfactory. 

Since the above was in type, we have been informed that arrangements 
are in progress in the city of Newark, to make some public demonstration 
of the satisfaction with which Dr. King's labors have been received. A 
splendid silver pitcher is to be presented to him, addresses to be delivered 
en the occasion, &c. &c." 

, Owing to the delay in getting to press this Number of the Journal, we 
ace able to enrich our pages with copious extracts from a pamphlet, giv- 
ing the proceedings of an Educational Convention, held in Mount Holly 
on the 18th of November, 1847. 

' Extracts from a u Report on Normal Schools," made to the Conven- 
tion of the Friends of Education, held at Mount Holly, on the 2d of De- 
cember 1847, by a Committee consisting of Hon. Garret D. Wall, Dr* 
JoljnGriscom, Prof. E. C. Wines, Peter V. Coppuck, Esq. and Rev. C. 
A. Kingsbury, appointed at a previous session of the same Convention, 
oa the 18th of November. , 

' The Committee introduce the subject, by presenting extracts from com* 



iminications received from various distinguished gentlemen, who have 
been called from their official relations to education, to bestow much 
thought on the professional education and training of teachers. 

From the Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Ex-Governor of New York. 
<£ The advantages resulting from the professional education of teachers, 
in what are called Normal Schools, are universally conceded among the 
friends of education in this State. If I had ever doubted on this subject, 
all my doubts would have been removed by the experiment of the institu- 
tion in this city, which has been eminently successful. * The ultimate 
operation of Normal Schools, will be to elevate the standard of public 
education, and of course the dignity of those to whom its labors are 
confided." 

From the Rev. Wm. H. Campbell, D. D., Member of the Executive Committee of the 
New York State Normal School, and Secretary of the same. 

" I may state, that I had doubts, when our Normal School was first 
started, as to the necessity of such an institution among us. # * » # 
But my opinion is entirely changed. * * * We have had at the 
Normal School from 160 to 200 yearly ; of this number, three -fourths 
had been teachers in our Common Schools; and I will venture to pre- 
dict, that, if you will go and ask them, * Were you fit for your work be- 
fore you came to the Normal School ?* they would answer, * No 5* and 
let rr.e add, they would answer truly. By this, I would not wish to be 
understood as declaring, that all were incompetent ; but 1 do mean that 
three-fourths of them were ; and all of them needed that kind of instruc- 
tion which a Normal School affords, and for the want of which, they we*e 
far less efficient teachers than' they now are. 

Then, again, as to the facilities which existed before the institution of 
the Normal School, I have only to say, let a person who is well ac- 
quainted with our Academies, visit the Normal School but one day, and my 
word for it, he will grant, * Here is an institution, affording immense facil- 
ities for the education of teachers — facilities which can be found in Nor- 
mal Schools alone — facilities of such great value, that any man must be 
blinded by prejudice, who would oppose their existence.' Thus, air, you 
perceive, that from a doubter, I have become convinced of the great value 
of the Normal School. My conviction is also the result of actual obser- 
vation, and from this, I feel justified in saying, that a Normal School is 
indispensable in carrying out any State educational system." 

/ 
Prom the Rfeht Rey. Alonzo Potter, Bishop of Pennsylvania,— formerly Professor 

in Union College., and member of the Executive Committee of the New York State 

Normal School. 

44 1 rejoice to hear that the State of New Jersey is moving in respect to 
the education and training of teachers for Common Schools* It is be- 
yond doubt the most essential step in the great work of improving, and, ps 
it were, regenerating our system of Common School Instruction. I had 
occasion for many years, to observe closely the progress of this system in 
New York ; and the result of my experience was, that, (hough other 
measures were necessary and most important, yet that all of them would 
depend very much foe their efficacy, on the means which flight be pro- 



vtded for the preparation of teachers. The establishment of the Stale 
Normal School was, therefore, looked forward to as the essential com- 
plement to all other plans. The experiment has been tried, and the re- 
sults are most cheering. New life and vigor seem to be infused into the 
^Schools throughout the whole State." 

From Hon. Horace Mann, Secretary of the Board of Education, Mass. 

cC I regard Normal Schools as the one indispensable thing for carrying 
forward a system of Common Schools. All other favoring influences are 
not equal to this one alone. If this can have an opport unity *lor a fair 
display of its efficiency, one might barter all other things for it, and still 
make a good bargain. This may seem to be strong language; but it is 
fully ratified by my observations abroad, and my experience at home. 

Perhaps we had a constituency in Massachusetts, which, in point of 
intelligence, would not suffer by comparison with any other part of our 
country. It would be natural, therefore, to suppose, that our teachers 
-would not, as a whole, be inferior to the teachers of any other State. 
-Such, I believe to be the fact. Yet, since the opening of our Normal 
Schools, the character of sections of the State, where their influence has 
been moat direct and immediate, has been lifted up, as it were, bodily, 
from the comparatively low condition in which it was before. Ten yean 
*go, we had no such teachers as we have now. The best we then had, 
would now be considered mediocre only. The rear ranks of the then 
teachers, have now fallen out of service altogether. I think we may say, 
without vanity, that a reform of no inconsiderable consequence, has been 
effected in our Schools. Normal Schools have done more to produce 
this change, than all other instrumentalities united. Without them, I 
should feel, not only as though my right arm was cut off, but as though 
both my arms were cut off. And the most beautiful feature in the whole 
experiment has been, that even those who reviled and ridiculed the Nor- 
mal Schools, have been compelled to copy their improved methods of 
instruction, and to modify their own methods of preserving order and ad- 
ministering discipline. Thus the schools have been copied by those who 
condemn them. * * * * 1 do not know an intelligent and unpre- 
judiced man, in Massachusetts, who is opposed to this institution; while, 
on the other hand, those who know it best, approve it most highly. 

I speak of facts as they have existed within my own knowledge. It 
surely must be unnecessary with a gentleman of your intelligence, to 
attempt to prove by a course of reasoning, that training the young mind 
is a great work, and that those who are taught how to train it, will have 
greater success in their work, than the ignorant. If a man who has arri- 
yed at years of discretion, does not see this truth to be manifest in all the 
pursuits of life, it is not argument that he needs, but capacity to compre- 
hend argument. How it can happen that a man shall need to serve an 
apprenticeship to make a boot, but can instruct and train a child by in- 
stinct, is more than I can comprehend." 

Prom Hon. Edward Everett, President of Harvard University. 
" The public opinion in this State has been strongly pronounced in 
favor of institutions of this description. Three have been established by 
m union of public and private liberality ; and, although the establishments 
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are *o a frugal scale off expeas*, and their operations proportioi)ably lim- 
ited, the result, I believe, is entirely satisfactory. 

It seems quite evident, that the art of teaching, — an art so difficult and, 
so important, — should require some special training for its attainment. 
If it did not, it would differ from all other intellectual arts. Although 
some individuals, in consequence of happy natural gifts, may rise to em- 
inence as instructors, without having had the advantage of any training 
to that pursuit, yet these can only be- regarded as exceptions to the gen- 
eral rule. Even persons of this description, who do well without instruc- 
tion, would probably have done better with it. 

The fact is, that hardly any teacher is, as such, self-formed. He em- 
ploys, as an instructor, the methods which were in use at the school 
where he received his own education some years,— -perhaps a good many 
years,— before. His teacher, in like manner, probably followed tradition- 
ary methods. Sueh a course can result in nothing but the perpetuation 
of errors, and must end in degeneracy. It is only by making a regular 
pursuit of the business of education — and having institutions where it is 
expressly cultivated and taught—where improvements will be struck out, 
or promptly examined and adopted, when proposed from abroad, and 
found to be real and substantial — that a highly respectable and efficient 
class of instructors can be formed." 

* ■ 

From the Hon. John G. Palfrey, Secretary of State, Massachusetts, and formerly Pro- 
fessor in Cambridge University, and Editor of the North American Review. 

" As Chairman of a Committee of our House of Representatives, I 
drew and defended the Resolves of March 3d, 1842, which placed- Nor* 
mal Schools on a permanent footing, and established School District 
Libraries. I did more for othersP good that day, than in all the rest of 
my life put together. * 

Prom D. P. Page, Esq., Principal of the New York Normal SchooL 

"In our State there is no doubt in the public mind, but that teachers 
should be specially educated ; the question now started, is, ought they 
to be educated by the State 1 This is the view taken by Mr. McElligott, 
of, New York. The answer to that, it seems to me, is, it must be done 
by the State, or not be done at all. The pay of teachers is not generally 
high enough yet to warrant much outlay of time and capital by the teach- 
ers themselves, in their preparation, — and they must be encouraged to do 
it, by having a portion of the expense paid for them. Schools for teach- 
ers, started without public aid, have failed, I believe, in every instance ; 
at any rate, they have degenerated into mere Academies, in which the 
pupils have, as elsewhere, been allowed to choose their own studies, and, 
of course, to choose to neglect the elementary branches, most necessary for 
them to learn. 

The State is to be benefited, by the better teachers, when prepared ; 
and I see no reason why the State should not pay for it, at least in part ; 
and, if each county is properly represented in the School, it is not contrary 
to our institutions, so far as I can see f In the mean time, as teachers are 
improved, the people will raise the pay ; it is so in our experience. 
There is an increasing demand for our teachers to take charge of the more 
lOe 



important Schools, at higher wages,— and many, by spending a year at 
our School, hare gone home to receive double the pay they erer had 
before." 

Your Committee feel that they can add little to the force of these let- 
ters, so full, so clear, so emphatic in their approval and support of Sem- 
inaries for the education of teachers. They do not doubt, that, had they 
extended their correspondence to a sufficient breadth, they might have 
obtained hundreds of similar opinions, from the best cultivated minds of 
the country. 

That we cannot have good Schools without qualified teachers, and that 
we cannot have a supply of qualified teachers without training them to 
their business, are propositions quite of the nature of axioms. The rela- 
tion of cause and effect, expressed by them is so -obvious, that it is aston- 
ishing that any man can fail to perceive it, and that, perceiving it, lie can 
for a moment hesitate as to the duty, which such a truth imposes on so- 
ciety. This duty, plainly, is, to provide for the professional training of 
school masters. So deeply was Mr. Cousin, the eminent French Phi- 
losopher and Educationist, impressed with this truth, that he declares it 
as his opinion, that the State has done nothing for popular education, if it 
does not watch that those who devote themselves to teaching, be well 
prepared. This, in the opinion of your Committee, is one of the very 
first duties of a State with regard to Schools. Without it, all other legis- 
lation on the subject, whatever partial advantages it may result in, must 
stop short of the full benefits, at which it ought to aim, and might accom- 
plish. 

There can be no doubt, that among the principal causes of the defect- 
iveness of our Public Schools, must be reckoned the want of a higher 
order of qualification in our teachers, as a class What is the remedy for 
this evil ? The establishment of Seminaries for the education of teachers. 
School masters must be trained to their business^ as lawyers, and mer- 
chants, and blacksmiths are. Institutions of the kind in question, the 
Committee regard as emphatically the intellectual want of the age. It is 
not to be doubted, it cannot be doubted, by any intelligent and reflecting 
mind, that the most efficacious means of securing qualified teachers, is to 
be found in Seminaries, where a number of young men or women, intend- 
ing to become teachers, are collected together, receive a common instruc- 
tion in the subjects required for the schools in which they propose to 
teach, have lessons given them in the science and art of teaching, and 
practice the art under intelligent supervision. In this way, and, your 
Committee believe, in no other, will the occupation of teaching be raised 
to the dignity of a' profession. The teacher's respectability will then be 
secured, by the considerable attainments exacted of him. A strong esprit 
de corps will be produced among masters, which cannot fail to interest 
them powerfully in their profession, to attach them to it, to elevate it in 
their eyes, and to stimulate them to continued efforts at self-improve- 
ment. Thus, also, will a standard of examination in the theory and 
practice of education be furnished, which may be fairly exacted of can- 
didates, who have chosen a different way to obtain access to the pro- 
fession. 



The larger portion of the R* port jadfrqled to th^e consideration of the 
objections usually urged against the proposed measure. From this por- 
tion we make a few extracts. 

u It is alleged by some, that there is no necessity for Normal Schools > 
inasmuch as the business of instruction, like other social and private 
wants, is regulated by the commercial law of demand and supply. With 
deference the Committee submit, that such persons assume an analogy, 
where no analogy really exists, and. thus make a mere fancy the basis of 
a logical deduction. In order to constitute a case, in which the mercan- 
tile law of demand and supply should have any applicability, there must 
be a felt want in the person or persons, who are to make the application. 
And the impulse to meet that want, must, in every case, come from with- 
in. Thus, there is an inner feeling, which impels a hungry man to seek 
food, a naked man to provide himself with clothing, a luxurious man to 
gratify his appetites, a vain man to adorn his person, and a literary man to 
surround himself with books. But there is no such impulse from within, 
urging a barbarous community to civilize itself, or an ignorant community 
to educate itself. Neither civilization, in the one case, nor knowledge, 
in the other, is felt as a want. Hence, as your Committee believe, there 
is no well authenticated instance in all history, of an original and indigen- 
ous civilization. The land of the Pharaohs lighted hejr lamp of .knowl- 
edge at some earlier Eastern flame. Egypt and rhenicia civilized Greece. 
Greece, in her turn, planted the seeds of letters and refinement along the 
shores of Italy, The Roman civilization perpetually re-produced itself 
in the conquered provinces. Even the semi-civilization of the 'Aztecs 
was not indigenous, having, in all probability, been borrowed from East- 
ern Asia, at some remote period, now lost in the mists of antiquity. And 
Gale, in his great work, entitled The Court of the Gentiles, with an in- 
dustry of research and an extent of learning nothing short of wonderful, 
nas traced the entire civilization of the world up to its fountain head, ia 
the lively Oracles. Precisely upon the same principles, as a writer in 
the Edinburgh Review ably and lucidly argues, an uneducated society 
has no inherent and natural tendency to educate itself. The impulse to 
that end must come from above, from those who have created the want, 
which the others do not feel. How many centuries did the little commu- 
nity in the Ban de la Roche wallow in the mire of its ignorance, without 
one aspiration or effort after a higher state, till Stouber and Oberlin went 
among them ? In the nature of things, it is impossible for persons of un- 
cultivated and torpid minds, to know to what an extent education exalts, 
enlarges, and stimulates the understanding: ; how much it raises, refines 
and strengthens the moral feelings ; nor how incalculably it increases the 
happiness, independence, and usefulness of its possessors. Hence, such 
persons will never seek it self-moved. They must be acted upon from 
without, by those who are impressed with an experimental sense of its 
manifold advantages. Adam Smith, himself the great expounder and 
champion of the economical law of demand and supply, expressly ex- 
cepts education from the operation of it. 

Again, it is said, it is not so much teachers that we need, nor schools 
for the education of teachers, as it is a higher compensation for their ser- 
vices. Let the districts pay liberally for the work required, and compe- 
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tent teachers will soon make their appearance. This hi plausible and es, 
your Committee believe, only plausible. Few tasks are harder than that 

of finding a really accomplished and able teacher, as all will agree, who 
have had much experience in the search for them. Try the experiment 
of advertising for a teacher, at a salary of $600 to $800 per annum. Not 
five per cent, of the applicants would be found truly competent, in the 
judgment\)f any man, who knows what teaching is, and appreciates the 
high order of qualification needful in the office of an educator of youth. 
The Committee grant, that, if all the schools in the country really held 
out the offer of a liberal remuneration for the labor of teaching, men, and 
women would seek the requisite qualification for the office of teachers, at 
whatever cost of time and money. But even if the offer should be thus 
universally made at this moment, many years would elapse before it could 
receive a full and satisfactory response. The teachers could not be had 
to answer it, and for the simple reason that they are not now in being. 
And when at length it should be met in all its latitude and longitude, 
through what agency would the result be obtained ? Precisely that 
which is now proposed to institute, — Teachers* Seminaries — which wo.uld, 
in the case supposed, spring up, as if by magic, throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. But, alas, the case is but a suppositious one, not 
likely to be realized through many a weary decade of years, in which an 
enlightened and liberal patriotism and philanthropy shall hold but a di- 
vided empire with ignorance, insensibility, and misguided economy. The 
fallacy, noticed under the last head, is at the bottom of the opinion we 
are now considering. They who hold this opinion, do so upon the prin- 
ciple, that the supply will be always equal to the demand. Granted. 
But a high order of qualifications in teachers is not felt as a want; of 
course there is no corresponding demand. This is so far from being the 
case, that the preference of incompetent teachers, who will work cheap, 
over able ones at a fair compensation, has passed into a proverb. The* 
Want of a dinner, a coat, a fire, an ox, a plough, is felt; but not the 
want of a good teacher. Is or will this want ever be felt, till a pressure 
from without, awakens the sense of it. , And it is exactly this outward 
pressure, awakening our torpid sensibilities, that we seek to obtain 
through a Normal School. What would be the operation of such an In- 
stitution ? It would send forth its successive corps of well taught, well 
disciplined, well trained teachers. To these, the best and most lucrative 
schools in the whole State, would immediately open their doors. But 
even these best schools, under their more enlightened and able adminis- 
tration, would rise to a point of excellence, and produce fruits of knowl- 
edge, manhood, and virtue, before unattained and unknown. These im- 
proved schools would become so many beacon lights, scattered over the 
surface of the State, towards which all eyes would be drawn, as if by an 
irresistible magnetism. Mind would be stirred. Thought would be 
awakened. Inquiry would be set on foot. Results would be weighed. 
Observations would be gathered up. And the conviction would be 
brought home ; with irresistible power to men's business and bosoms, that 
experienced and able teachers area priceless treasure; and that their ser- 
vices would be cheap in the comparison, at double, treble, quadruple the 
compensation, ever before paid to ignorance and imbecililty. Then, in- 
deed, the doctrine of demand and supply would begin to have some ap- 
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plicability to the case in question-; tor high, well trained educational tal* 
ent would begin to be/*/* as a want : and men would have an inward 
monitor, urging them to seek and appropriate such talent, at any reason* 
able cost, in the intellectual and' moral culture of their children. And 
when truly good schools, conducted by educated and experienced teach- 
ers, shall have been universally, or even generally established, then, but 
not till then, may the principle that the demand will regulate the supply 
be safely left to its natural and inherent force, to work out, through all 
coming time, the results so ardently desired, both by the patriot and the 
philanthropist. 

Again, it is objected against Normal Schools, that they are an impor- 
tation from Prussia, a monarchy, a despotism,— well enough adapted to 
such a government, but unsuited to the genius and temper of ours*. 
What is the first great principle, which the Prussian law recognizes as 
the basis of the system of public instruction ? The necessity of a 
thorough education of the whole people. What is the second ? The 
. duty of Government to provide it for them. Are these anti-republican' 
principles ? The Committee cannot perceive it. But how are these 
principles carried out in their application ? First, by the provision of an 
educated and able body of instructors, through the Normal Schools,—* 
class of institutions, unequaled, as all competent observer* testify, in the 
thoroughness, practicalness* pure intellectuality, and efficiency of their 
methods of mental culture and development ; and r secondly by the eetab* 
lishment of popular schools, where all the children of the State receive 
the benefit of their enlightened services. Are these anti-democratic pro- 
ceedings ? What ! Shall it be said that governmental provision -for the 
training of teachers and the efficient education of the people is proper 
where an Autocrat reigns ; but that it is contrary to the spirit of a Gov- 
ernment, whose very existence is in the breath of popular intelligence ? 
But what is most truly admirable in the Prussian system, is not the laws 
of education only, but the spirit that framed and pervades the laws,— the 
full appreciation of the dignity and objects of men, of the duties of citi- 
zens, of the powers and equality and high inheritance of the human soul. 
It was this view ot the Prussian system, that drew from Bulwer that bit- 
ter sarcasm on his own England, — ' In that country, the people are said 
to be less /re* than in ours ! — how immeasurably more the people are re- 
garded!' And have we not lately seen this very education* thus by au- 
thority of law imparted to the masses of the Prussian people, producing 
its appropriate fruits, in wringing from the sovereign of the country, the 
long promised constitution ? Nor can it for a moment be supposed, thai 
the people, having once tasted the exercise of power would willingly re- 
linquish it. Indeed, your Committee would not be surprised if the ulti- 
mate issue of this general enlightenment of the popular mind, should he 
the overthrow of that very throne, which now dispenses these beams of 
knowledge. It would rather be a matter of surprise, if the one-man 
principle could permanently maintain its footing, against the liberalizing 
influence pf universal education. 

The Committee would respectfully inquire how it is and -republican 
for a State to educate the teachers of its future citizens ? Gentlemen 
who urge this objection, would be very unwilling to hear it ascribed to a 
mere prejudice ; nor would the Committee, venture any such suggestion. 
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There mutt, thefa, be same principle, -on which it is founded. What ia 
that principle ? The Committee can conceive of none, nor do they believe 
there is any, whose legitimate issue would not be the overthrow of all 
our Public Schools. It is urged that the establishment of a Normal 
School would be an infringement of the rightful liberty of the citizen* 
Then the establishment by law of any school would constitute such in- 
fringement. Once admit the principle that the Government of a State 
may interfere at all with the education of the people* and the mode, 
extent, and agencies of that interference, become mere questions of expe- 
diency. To say that it is constitutional for the State to teach Arithme- 
tic, but unconstitutional to teach Conic Sections, is mere driveling, and 
savors more of the demagogue, than of the patriot and statesman. So 
likewise it strikes your Committee as equally absurd, to maintain that the 
State may constitutionally appropriate funds to teach the children and 
youth, and yet, that she may not, without a dangerous infringement of 
Kberty, employ a portion of her treasure to qualify her sons and her 
daughters to give the instruction, which she authorizes and ordains. 
Nobody will be impressed in the Normal School, and compelled to de- 
vote himself to the business of teaching. They who come will come 
voluntarily. Nor is it proposed to force the Normal graduates upon any 
school that does not want them. Every district in the State will be left 
in the free enjoyment of its right to choose such teachers, and upon such 
terms, as it may please. 

In conclusion, the Committee would press the exhortation upon all the 
members of this Convention, to make, each for himself, the firm rfesolve, 
that a new impulse shall go forth from this place and this hour, to stimu- 
late and perfect our schools. ' To unfold the creative talent and genius 
of our people,' it has been well said by an eloquent divine,* ( must be 
one of our first studies ; for in this our best hopes of prosperity lie. We 
can better afford any waste, than the waste of talent ; and it is deplora- 
ble to reflect on the immense fund of talent we have slumbering in un- 
consciousness, or only half awakened, by reason of the defectiveness of 
our schools. The great first problem at the root of all prosperity, is to 
produce the most condensed virtue and intellectual capacity possible ; for 
if we may give to one man the capacity of three, then he will produce 
three times as much, without consuming any more. So if you can open 
as much of manhood in ten as in thirty thousand people, (which is far 
from difficult,) you will have only ten for expenditure, and thirty for pro- 
duction. Therefore, if you. wish to make a city of ten thousand swell to 
a population of thirty thousand, the readiest and the surest way is to 
make the ten thousand worth thirty thousand, by the stimulus of a right 
education. Neither need you be concerned beforehand how the ten thou* 
sand will produce a three-fold value by their industry. They will deter- 
mine that for themselves. Given so much of manhood, as a creative 
power, it will be sure to appear in ways of its own/ It is, therefore, as 
your Committee believe, a result perfectly within our grasp, to give to 
our little State of four hundred thousand people, the productive power 
and energy of a commonwealth, numbering more than a million of inhab- 
itants. Is there not something stirring and kindling in this thought ? 

•Rev. Dr. Btishnell, of Hartford, Connecticut. 
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Should it not rouse us, one fend all, to a united, earnest, and persevering 
effort to place our Common Schools on their true basis, and give to them 
all the efficiency of which they are susceptible ? The cause of education 
is emphatically the cause of the people. Its importance transcends and 
overshadows that of most, if pot all others, which fall within the scope 
of legislative action. Other measures may change, and yield, and be 
forgotten, as the national mind changes or subsides beneath them. But 
this is a measure which creates the national mind, and which insures, by 
its firm and broad foundations; the solidity and durability of every other 
structure. A system of popular schools, therefore, comprehensive in its 
range of studies, thorough in its modes of mental discipline, and pure in 
its every influence is the sheet-anchor of our social system. It is the 
bond of our Union ; the ward and keeper of our Constitution ; the charter 
Of our happiness, our safety, and our rights. 

The Committee conclude their report by recommending the general 
circulation of petitions among the citizens of^the State, praying the 
Legislature to, pass a Bill for the establishment of a Normal School in 
this Commonwealth." 

The following Form of a petition is appended to the report. 

To the Honorable, the Senate and General Assembly, of the State of 
New Jersey- 

The petition of the undersigned, citizens of the State of New Jersey, respectfully 
represents to your Honorable Bodies, that in the opinion of your petitioners, the system 
of public instruction in this Commonwealth, demands some further legislation at your 
hands. Your petitioners are not insensible to the wise and paternal care heretofore, front 
time to time, extended by the Legislature to this great and paramount public interest. 
"But they believe that still another measure is wanting to the efficient action of the sys- 
tem. The complaint is general, and your petitioners believe, well founded, that the 
teachers of our Common Schools, as a class, are deficient in the qualifications needful to 
the effective discharge of their high and solemn duties. This is a sad deficiency, and it 
is deplorable to reflect what a waste of precious time and talent results from it. Your 
petitioners would feel more sorrow in this contemplation, if they did not believe that a 
remedy for the evil can be readily found. This remedy they believe to lie in the special 
education of teachers for the duties of their profession. The professions of Law, Med- 
icine, and Divinity, have schools for the education of those who aspire to their honors. 
Commerce, manufacturers, and the mechanic arts require a long and severe apprentice- 
ship in all who would pursue them with success. So ought it to be in education. An 
«xact and rigid preparatory discipline is as essential to the formation of a good teacher, 
as of a good lawyer, doctor, merchant, farmer, or artizan* Such discipline can be had, 
as a general rule,, only through the agency of schools for .the professional education df 
teachers. * 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully ask your Honorable Bodies, that you will 
pass a law, establishing a Normal School, with such provisions, arid under sucn restric- 
tions and guaranties, as to your wisdom snail seem meet. . 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

The Report of the Committee was ordered by the Convention to be 
printed for general distribution throughout the State, and the establish* 
mentof a Normal School commended to the Legislature- ., 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

We have not received the Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools in Pennsylvania, for 1847. We extract the following 
notice of this document, from the United States Gazette. 

*' The appropriation of $200,000, made last year, was subject to a de- 
duction of (11,769 for certain arrearages of former years ; leaving the 
sum of $188,231 for distribution among the accepting districts, being a 
proportion of forty-nine cents to each taxable inhabitant. The number 
o£ accepting school districts in the State, at the present time, is 1067, and 
of non-accepting districts, 158, which shows a decrease in the non-ac- 
cepting districts, of nineteen during the year. A table, placed In the ap- 
pendix, shows that the increase in the number of accepting districts, has 
been gradual, but uninterrupted, since 1835, when the whole number of 
School districts in the State was 907, and the accepting districts only 536. 
The average length of time, during the year, the schools were kept open 
in 1835, was three months and twelve days. The average of time during 
1846, was five months and one day. The whole number of teachers then 
was 808 — they now number 8468. The whole number of scholars then 
was 32,544 — the whole number now is 338,805. The cost of instruction 
has been diminished, when considered with reference to the number 
taught, for in 1835, the expense was $193,972.90, and during the past 
year, 486,475*74. In these calculations, Philadelphia City and County, 
we believe, is not included, as it has a separate organization. There is 
reason to believe that in a few years more, we shall see every district in 
the State accepting the provisions of the act. 

Yet while the schools are growing in favor, it is evident there is a de- 
preciation in many parts of the State, in their effectiveness, a defect to be 
studiously guarded against, because public opinion rules so strongly, that 
if once unpopular, it would be impossible to sustain the system. The 
Superintendent speaks rightly, when he asserts, that * where the highest 
school taxes are levied, and the schools best conducted, the law is the 
most popular, and the taxes most cheerfully paid by the citizens, 9 for the 
obvious reason that means are thus afforded for the solid improvement of 
their children, the knowledge of which is an ample reward for the ex- 
pense incurred. Where schools are kept open but a brief period, and 
crowded with children, order cannot be maintained, nor the directness of a 
proper course of study adhered to, and with a want of good results there 
inevitably comes a dislike of the schools. To obviate this difficulty, the 
superintendent thinks that such latitude should be given to the Directors, 
as regards the amount of taxes to be levied, as will enable them to raise 
a sum sufficient to support a proper number of schools during six months 
of ttue year at least. 

The subject of the incompetency of Teachers, is dwelt on with the 
emphasis its great importance deserves. Its intimate connection with the 
vitality and usefulness of the system, brings it home to the most serious 
contemplation of those, who have the power of remedying what is and 
must always be felt as one of the greatest difficulties the system can labor 
under. / If our standard of education is to be maintained at the mark as- 
signed, the teachers must be competent. The pupils cannot learn much, 



when instructors have but little to impart t and even when there is much 
knowledge on the part of the Teftgher.,. it should be accompanied by a 
method so simple and accurate, that the unformed minds which are exer- 
cised by it, should receive not pnly the information imparted, but a bias 
toward the orderly acquirement 6f Knowledge; which will keep it within 
bounds' during more enlarged and advanced studies. The mind should be 
informed in the uses of regular habits, or the instruction will lose half of 
its effect. 

Teachers should be paid liberally, and it is only by doing so, and by 
instituting a rigid and enlarged examination into qualifications for the 
office, that the remedy can be applied to the deficiency. Pennsylvania 
has too much pride in her schools, to avoid doing that which it is essen- 
tial to the continued success of the system she should at once accomplish, 
and we look for enlarged and liberal provision to meet the want, When 
the benefits resulting are considered, the question of public education be- 
comes much more than a matter of money, and* we trust our legislators 
Will so regard it. 

For the better administration of the schools, the Superintendent recom- 
mends that the examination of Teachers should be public ; that County 
Superintendents be created, and each of them be required to sign all cer- 
tificates of competency given to those teachers examined in their several 
counties. 

He renews his suggestion concerning the establishment of ' a period- 
ical newspaper, devoted to the advancement of the cause of Common 
School Education/ and referring again to his previously expressed opin- 
ion, that in many places the Schools are too much crowded with very 
young children, especially in towns and villages where the schools are 
open only three or four months in the year; he suggests that a discretion 
be allowed to Directors-, as to the admission of children under six years of 
Bge. The contisued agitation, in some districts, of the question of ' School 
or no School,' is very injurious to the system, and he asks for such amodV 
ification of the law, that when a district has once accepted the provis- 
ions of the law, it shall always continue an accepting district. 

Some remarks are indulged in, concerning the use to which the system 
may be brought, in time, in imparting knowledge of the practical duties 
of life, both for males and females, and the report closes with a reference 
to the gratifying condition of the schools in the City and County of Phila- 
delphia." 

We have before us the " Twenty-eighth Annual Report of Controllers 
ofthk Public Schools of the City and County of Philadelphia for 1846,*' 
together with a very valuable " Report on the High School," by Prof. 
Hart— making a pamphlet of 226 pages. The document is one of the 
most valuable contributions made to the educational literature of the 
country. The High School at Philadelphia is a noble institution, — and 
its success has already had a powerful influence in directing the attention 
of the friends of school improvement, to the establishment of v schools of 
the same grade, in all of our large cities. 

lOf 
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MARYLAND. 
Oar information respecting the stfcto of education in Maryland is con- 
fined to the Public Schools of Baltimore — and of these we have nothing 
later than the " Seventeenth Annual Report of the Commissioners qf 
Public Schools, for 1846." This document speaks well for the faithful- 
ness of the Commissioners, and indicates * beginning in the right direc- 
tion on the part of the. City. The expenses of the system amounted in 
1846, to $49,945. 



VIRGINIA. 

We have received the " Annual Report of the Second Auditor (Hon. 
J. Brown Jr.) on the State of the Literary Fund y for 1846, and the 
Proceedings of the School Commissioners in the diferent Counties where 
the District Free Schools have been established." This document shows 
that there is a spirit abroad in Virginia which wilf ere long place her 
public schools under a more efficient system. 

As we go south beyond Virginia we have no information till we reach 
Florida, and Louisiana. 



EDUCATION IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

We were rejoiced to read the following Circular to the People of the 
South, from the pen of our old friend and fellow-laborer in the educational 
field at the North. We know of no man more competent to give practi- 
cal suggestions in the organization and administration of a school system 
than 8. S. Randall, Esq., late Deputy Superintendent of Common Schools 
of New York. 

(t To the friends of Education m the Soutftern States. 

''A great educational movement, having for its object the early and thorough 
elementary instruction of the young in all those branches conducive to practical util- 
ity and individual and social well-being, is now in progress at the North, the East, 
and the West, under anepices eminently favorable to its full success. The enlighten- 
ed free school system of Massachusetts— a system which has been in operation for 
nearly two centuries — has dispensed the invaluable blessing of a good education aver 
every section of that ancient Commonwealth, while the ample fund set apart for that 
purpose in Connecticut, and exclusively appropriated to the purposes of public in- 
struction, has effected a similar state of things within her borders. Rhode Island, 
Afaine, Vermont and New Hampshire have recently organised systems of common 
school education abundantly adequate to the Wants Of their respective population ; 
and New Jersey has taken her station side by side with them in an energetic effort to 
place the means of intellectual and moral culture within the reach and at the com- 
matid of every child of the State. The admirable organization and complete efficiency 
of the New York system has already brought into her eleven thousand district schools, 
upwards of seven hundred and fifty thousand of her children, and the number is an- 
nually increasing in the average ratio of more than twenty thousand in each year of 
its stately and beneficent progress. Her system, combining, as it does, the various 
excellencies, and avoiding, to a very great extent, the defects of those which in point 
of time preceded it, has attracted the attention and excited the active emulation not 
only of a large portion of the Western States and Territories, including Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, &c„ but of Texas at the South and Canada at the 
North ; in both of which it has been successfully introduced within the compass of a 
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few year* past During the past yw an association of influential and efficient person* 

from the North, East, and West, has been formed, for the purpose of diffusing the 
means and resources of an adequate elementary education throughout the entire valley 
of the Mississippi, and ex-Governer Slade, of Vermont, aided by an effective corps cf 
well- trained instructors, has placed himself iri the van of this great and most beneficial 
movement 

Thus it will be seen, that in every other portion of the Union, from Maine on the 
North to Texas on the South— from the Atlantic coast on the East to the verge of the 
Rocky Mountains in the far West — the respective State and municipal authorities, 
the friends of education and the people generally, have united in the most permanent 
and efficient measures for the extension and diffusion of knowledge throughout the 
masses of those who are to succeed them in the inheritance of our free institutions. 
Rightly discerning the ' signs of the times,' wisely interpreting those lessons of sound 
policy so earnestly inculcated by the sainted Washington; and conscious that the 
responsible mission of the American republic, can only be fulfilled by the universal 
and thorough education of her sons and daughters— the statesmen, patriots, and phi- 
lanthropists of the land have taken their stand upon this great and impregnable prin- 
ciple ; and we are called upon by every consideration which can appeal to brethren of 
the same common family — citizens of the same inestimable Union, and equally inter- 
ested in the perpetuity and abiding welfare of the same cherished institutions — to co- 
operate timely, heartily and efficiently in this noble enterprise. Shall we not cheer- 
fully respond to the appeal ? Shall we not rivet the bonds of our glorious Union far 
more effectually than can ever be accomplished by political combinations, by party 
watchwords, by the most skillful legislation or the most successful appeal to individual, 
local or sectional interests ? 

The citizens of the Southern States, individually considered, and especially those 
who have the means of bestowing a suitable education upon their children, are, i.t is 
true, in no respect behind their brethren of the other portions of the Union, in pro- 
viding those facilities for elementary instruction which the spirit of the age and the 
demands of an advanced civilization require. But, in comparison with the other 
States, to which reference has been made, their respective Legislatures have failed to- 
provide that permanent fund which is requisite not only to aid, stimulate and en- 
courage individual and social exertion in this respect, but to ensure the proper mental 
and moral cultivation of that large class in every community which is destitute of the 
means and occasionally oX the inclination to furnish an adequate education for their 
children. The genius and spirit of our republican institutions require that all classes 
and every grade of citizens be placed as far as possible upon footing of equality in this 
respect, and it is for all practical purposes no less requisite to the future welfare of 
the State than to that of its citizens wno are favored beyond their fellows in worldly 
fortune, that each individual of the rising generation, whatever may be his present 
station and prospects, whether the heir apparent of countless thousands or the child 
of hopeless poverty and misfortune, should participate fully and freely in the blessings 
of eduoatiop. By no other means and in no other way can Governments succeed it* 
fulfilling the objee{ of their creation, or individual and social rights be uniformly 
respected and maintained. The laborer's hardy negligent offspring of to-day may* 
through some of the innumerable * chances and changes* of capricious fortune, be- 
come the wealthy and influential proprietor of to-morrow, and he is at all events and 
in every contingency certain at no distant period to possess an equal voice with that 
of the wealthiest in the administration of tne affairs of the Republic. , He is certain 
to play his part, either for good or for evil, and on a larger or smaller scale, in tHe 
varied evolutions of the political and social circle in which far the time being, his 
destiny may be cast ; and if his title to companionship and to a fair participation in 
the advantages which civilization brings in its train, is not otherwise recognized, it 
will assert itself ultimately and with a fearful power in some of those violent outbreaks 
which from time to time electrify the public mind and carry desolation to the hearth 
of some innocent or hapless victim. 

The State is not only called upon to provide a, specific and ample fund from its 
resources, to be expended under pvoper restraints and supervision, in encouraging 
the well directed efforts of individuals in.tfeis department of the social fabric, but, in 
order to render its aid effective, it should create such an organization as may appear 
best adapted to secure the object in view. This organization should be uniform, sim- 
ple and efficient — so constituted as to enlist the active agency of the inhabitants of the 
several districts, theirs officers and teachers, while at the same time, it should fulfill 
with regard to other portion* of the State and is the authorities charged with its gen- 



era! supervision, all the objects and purposes of its creation. In the absence of such 
an organization a very slight interest will be felt in the scattered and isolated institu- 
tions for public instruction : teachers will become negligent and remiss ; the public 
and private funds will be virtually wasted, and the great work of education will 
speeailyfall into incompetent and worthless hands. 

Having for several years been practically and intimately conversant, in an official 
capacity, with the beneficial operations of the system of public instruction now in 
progress in New York, and having during that period actively participated in the 
various movements which under the immediate auspices of a succession of able and 
enlightened statesmen, have placed the interests of popular education of that State 
upon an elevated and commanding basis, the undersigned feels great confidence in 
commending to the earnest attention of his fellow-citizens in the South, the prominent 
principles and efficient organization of that system. Many of its details may perhaps 
be found impracticable in communities so sparsely settled as in portions of these 
States, but the practical recognition of the right of every child, destined hereafter to 
assume the responsibilities and perform the duties of a citizen of a free Republic, to 
such an education as shall enable him intelligently to acquit himself of those high 
functions, and of the corresponding duty of the State to provide the requisite facili- 
ties for the full enjoyement of this right will not fail to lead to the adoption of such 
measures, and to secure such an organization as shall be found best adapted to the 
wants and most in accordance with existing habits and institutions of different locali- 
ties. Desirous of contributing to the extent of his ability to the promotion of the in- 
terests of elementary education in this part of the Union, of which he has become a 
permanent resident, the undersigned proposes, with the consent and approbation of 
those who may be concerned in the supervision and direcion of this branch of public 
service, to deliver a series of familiar lectures or addresses on this subject during the 
ensuing fall and winter, wherever, in the judgment of the friends of education and 
those interested in our public and private institutions of learning, such a course may 
be deemed desirable or beneficial. With no other ambition than to render himself as 
useful as possible in this familiar and cherished field of labor, he respectfully and 
cordially solicits the frank co-operation and friendly regards of all who, in any station 
or position, may be disposed to lay in the mental and moral culture of the youth of our 
beloved country, the strong foundation of its greatness, prosperity, and permanent 
well-being. S. S. RANDALL, 

Late Deputy Superintendent of Common Schools of New York. 
•Prospect Hill, Fairfax, Co., (Va.) > 
August, 1S47. 5 



OHIO. 

Annual Report of the Secretary of State, (Hon. S. Galloway,) on the 
Common Schools of Ohio for 1846. Submitted Jan. 1847. 

Ohio Common School Journal, edited by A. D. Lord, and published at 
Columbus, for 1847. 

Eighteenth Annual Report of the Trustees and Visiters of Common 
^Schools in Cincinnati, for 1847, 

Mr. Galloway does not hesitate "to present a truthful picture of the" 
education of the youth of Ohio, although by doing so he " may abase his 
own pride, and the honor of his State," 

" The whole sum appropriated this year, from the various public funds, 
$288,660 55 may be regarded by many as a liberal appropriation ; but 
how inadequate to our wants r ^_how inconsistent with our appropriations 
for other objects, — how inferior in generosity and greatness to the action 
of other States. Year after year our State Treasury has been bled, by 
the prescription of t{ie Legislature, for canals, turnpikes, &c, until the 
patient ha* lost almost the siga* of life. Some of those objects, which 
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have absorbed more money than the total amount distributed by legislative 
bounty to common schools since the foundation of. our government, now 
lie in comparative ruins, — monuments of reckless prodigality. The par- 
amount and most precious interest of the State — the development of the 
intellectual and moral tenergies of those who are ty mould its. character 
and determine its destiny, is sacrificed, to gratify the rage for specula- 
tion, and advance schemes for pecuniary aggrandizement. We shall 
•stand out, in the history of the world, as an anomaly, if our future career 
is not marked by destructive and frightful evidence of a mistaken policy, 
in preferring the magnificence of an enlarged and improved territory, to 
the noble grandeur of a people majestic in the attainments of that highest 
possible civilization — the full cultivation of the intellectual and moral 
nature of all classes and conditions." 

" Ohio cannot long maintain her present position on the subject of edu- 
cation. The improvement and enterprise which characterize other move- 
ments, must soon animate and advance the common school system, or it 
will sink into ignominy and ruin. JNo one entertaining the pride proper 
for a citizen, can abuse himself by entertaining the idea that other States, 
leas capable by resources, of high achievement, shall tower above Ohio in 
all those enduring elements which indicate advanced civilization, and 
invest human nature with imperishable renown. Our extensive and fer- 
tile territory, commercial, agricultural and manufacturing resources, teem-* 
ing population, and all those advantages and facilities which so pre-em- 
inently distinguish us, will but add momentum to those* agencies of vice,, 
misrule, insubordination and terror which abound, unless we are fortified 
by those enduring and impregnable ramparts, — intelligence and virtue. 
Ohio is pledged to universal education. This is the letter of her charter 
•of rights, — this was the spirit manifested in the creation of her present 
■system of education. The cardinal feature of that system is, that all the 
youth between the ages of 4 and 21, are the children of the State, and 
that she is bound to educate them. Her decree is, that the right to 
knowledge is as natural and inalienable as the claim to freedom, and that 
the wholfe land must be watered with the streams of intelligence. 

There are considerations which show that popular education, a distin- 
guishing principle of our institutions, is also our highest policy. Intelli- 
gence is the life of successful enterprize. This .opens up to the vision 
those valuable results of labor, which cannot be foreseen or calculated by 
the untaught mind. This quickens genius, and unfolds to the cultivated 
mind those discoveries and inventions, by whose magic and multiplying 
power, one hand becomes as a thousand. This controls the elements as- 
with omnipotent voice, and renders them tributary to human power in the 
accomplishment of phenomena which constitute a new era in the history 
of the world. Our own New England, alike illustrates the truth and the 
policy of common school education. Theremin an ungenial climate, in a 
land comparatively barren, and unmarked by those distinguishing advan- 
tages and resources which abound in other States, we find a people char- 
acterized by their wealth, industry and thrift — and-a. State, (Massachu- 
setts,) in proportion to its population, annually producing fifty per cent, 
more property than any other in the Union. What but general intelli- 
gence,, with its usual accompaniments, has produced this result. It is 
this whicb has * covered her sterile hills with pasturage — crowded her 
harbors with fleets — taught every waterfall to labor for her benefit, and 
carried competence to every family throughout her borders. ' " 
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INDIANA. 
Common School Advocate, published at Indianapolis. H. F. West, Ed- 
itor. Vol 1, 1846-7. 
The Schoolmaster among the Roosters, by W. S. Lee, Bufalo, 1845. 
An Address to the Legislature of Indiana, by One of the. People, 1847. 
Proceedings of the State Education Convention, held May 26, 1847, 
with An Address in relation to Free Schools, by a Committee thereof 
The Common School Advocate is ably conducted, and must have ac- 
complished much good. We hope it is liberally sustained by the friends 
of schools in Indiana, and in the West generally. ' 

The following extracts are taken from the (( Address of One of the 
People to the Legislature." If every constituent would address his 
representatives in atone of remonstrance as manly and as decided as this 
" One,' 9 we should have the " Dead Sea" of our Legislative bodies stirred 
by healthy action. 

" Some conception of the extent of the adult ignorance of our State may 
be formed from the fact, that of the 268,040 inhabitants over twenty 
years of age in Indiana, in 1840, 38,100 were unable to read and write. 
Here is indeed a humiliating fact, that one seventh part of the adult popu- 
lation of a great and flourishing State, is not able to read the charter of 
their liberties, or the votes they cast in the exercise of their elective fran- 
chise ! Deplorable as may be such a state of things as a whole, yet there 
are fact£ in relation to some portions of the State still more appalling. 
There are gentlemen on this floor representing rich and populous coun- 
ties, who perhaps never dreamed that a sixth, or a fourth, or a third of 
their constituents could not read the record of their legislative wisdom, 
nor peruse the eloquent speeches delivered in these halls and spread over 
the State at the expense of the commonwealth. Let us go into details 
in illustration of the above remark. I take the facts as I find them in the 
public documents of the Union. Perhaps the members from Putnam may 
be a little surprised to learn that more than a sixth part of their constitu- 
ents, c. g. 6091 over twenty years of age, 1021 are unable to read, and 
that, too, almost within the sound of the bell of an University. Gentle- 
men from Montgomery will find the sovereigns they represent in* a worse 
condition than their Putnam neighbors, t. g. 5519 over twenty years of 
age, 1088 are unable to read, almost one fift h. The representatives from 
Parke, may feel somewhat mortified to be told that more than one fourth 
of their constituents cannot read and write. Gentlemen from Rush and 
Gibson, from Washington and Tippecanoe. Fountain and Owen, Scott 
and Warrick, Hendricks and Huntington, Green and Daviess, Hamilton 
and Lawrence, will find, upon consulting the last census, that from a 
fifth to a third of their constituency are unable to read and write. Gen- 
tlemen from Jackson and Martin, Clay and Dubois, will doubtless feel 
themselves Very much relieved from the burden of sending newspapers 
and legislative documents to those whom they represent, when informed 
that only a fraction more than one half of their constituency can read 
and write, e. g. Clay has 2006 inhabitants over twenty years of age, of 
these 738 are unable to read. Dubois has 1459 over twenty years of age, 
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Of these 532 cannot 'read. Jackson has 3411 over twenty years of age> 
of these 1412 are unable to read. Martin hag 1390 over twenty years of 
age, of these 620 cannot read nor write. These are startling facts, and 
should have their effect to rouse us to the inquiry, Shall this proportion 
be lessened, or increased, at the next census ? How many recruits will 
the 162,522 between ten and twenty years of age in onr State in 1840, 
furnish to swell the rank and file of the unfortunate 38,100, in 1850 ? ' 

There were in 1340, 273,784 children in our State between five and 
twenty years of age. If our population at the present time be 800,000, 
shown by the same ratio of increase, the number of children between five 
and twenty years of age will now be 319,344. The report of the super* 
intendent of common schools lor 1844-5, states the number of scholars 
in school some part of the year to be 168,395. H the twenty-two conn* 
ties not reporting furnished an equal proportion of scholars, there would 
be in these counties 56,047 scholars in school, which added to 158,395 
gives an aggregate of 214,442. Supposing the number in school this 
year to be the same as in 1844, we shall find that 104,202, almost one 
third, between five and twenty years of age, are receiving no benefit front 
common schools. Look at this fact, legislators of Indiana ! Impress it 
upon your memories, that of 319,344 children between five and twenty 
years of age, only 214,442 are receiving instruction ; and many of these, 
doubtless only half scholars, that is, a parent pledges himself to patronize 
the district school, a scholar and a half, and to avoid repudiation sends 
half a dozen children at various times during the quarter a sufficient num* 
her of days to be equal to the regular attendance of one pupil, for a quar- 
ter and a balf. A condensing process, a royal highway to knowledge 
indeed ! probably unknown to Solomon, or any other wise man. ShaH 
we dig canab and build railroads to transport the products of our rich soil 
to market, and leave the intellect of the rising generation undeveloped and 
undisciplined ? Is matter more valuable than mind ? Do the facts 
already adduced evince an adequate provision for our intellectual wants, 
or indicate that the wisdom of our State is yet exhausted in perfecting 
our educational system ? * Let us know the whole truth, know the 
worst and provide for it,' is a resolution as applicable to the subject of 
popular education, as it was to the noble theme, in reference to which k 
was originally uttered by Patrick Henry. 

Let us glance at the examples of Ohio and Michigan. The latter had 
the same grant from Congress for the establishment of an University that 
we had. She selected her seventy-two sections, or two townships, in 
various parts of the State, and will probably realize from the sales of 
them from 500,000 to 1,000,000 dollars. She levied a tax last year of 
half a mill on a dollar, and in 1847 it is to be increased to one mill on a 
dollar. She had in 1840, 90,189 inhabitants over twenty years of age ; 
of these, only one in forty-fdur was unable to read and write* She has 
a superintendent of public instruction, who devotes his whole time and 
attention to the subject, visiting and lecturing in every county in the 
State, awakening new interest in the common schools, and co-operating 
with the friends of these schools to elevate and improve their character. 
The avails of the school lands amounted to $23,393 33, and the amount 
of taxes paid by the people upon the ad valorem principle, was $59,931 62, 

What a contrast to the amount raised by Indiana upon the same prin- 
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cipie ! Shall H be stated ? Will not the very -announcement of it over- 
whelm the community and call forth a general outburst of indignation 
upon the Legislature that had the hardihood to impose such enormous 
burdens for such an unimportant object ? I will state it in round num- 
bers, $0,000. 

* Ohio, though behind her younger sister of the lakes, in the complete- 
ness of her system and the fulness of her report, is yet far in advance of us 
in her legislation and the intelligence of her adult population. Besides 
the interest on the sales or rents of the school lands and the income of the 
deposit fund appropriated to school purposes, she requires the county 
commissioners to assess a tax upon the ad valorem principle of not less 
than one mill on a dollar, and not exceeding two mills. So, in accord- 
ance with that law, she raised last year not less than $144,000, and as 
the superintendent in his report of this year says, ' several of the coun- 
ties have raised the full amount authorized bylaw,' so that we may pre- 
sume that at least $200,000 were raised last year in Ohio in the way sug- 
gested, which, added to the $285,585 78, derived from various school 
funds, makes an aggregate of $485,565 78. In 1840, she had 638,690 
inhabitants over twenty years of age ; of these 35,394 were unable to 
read and write, that is, one in eighteen. 

There must be some cause for the wide difference between Indiana and 
Ohio in the intelligence of her adult population. What reason more 
probable than the different policy adopted by them in reference to the 
support and encouragement of common schools ? The latter, with an 
aggregate of taxable property of $144,000,000 annually to educate the 
rising generation, while the former, with a valuation of $118,500,000, 
has not the moral courage to lay any tax at all for the noblest of all pur- 
poses. Our lack of wisdom and forecast on this subject is faintly shadow- 
ed forth in the past, and one-seventh part of the sovereigns aoe neither 
*ble to read nor write. 

We have borrowed millions for the physical improvement of our State, 
hut we have not raised a dollar by ad valorem taxation to cultivate the 
minds of our children. No wonder that we have had log-rolling legisla- 
tion and practical repudiation. No marvel that Indiana faith has been 
synonymous with Punic faith, and her credit for years a by- word in the 
commercial world. Whether the measures adopted at the last session 
relative to our State debt may be considered any thing else than the 
spasmodic action of the public mind produced by the universal expression 
of the commercial world of its utter abhorrence and detestation of repudi* 
ators, is a problem yet to be solved. How much in advance of former 
years of repudiation should we now be, if the contemplated arrangement 
with the foreign bondholders should not be consummated ? Let it be 
remembered that the surest safeguards of the peace and prosperity of a 
community must be. sought in its intelligence and virtue. The means of 
securing these and cultivating crystal honesty in ihe minds of the rising 
generation, should indeed be ample, free and universal as the air we 
breathe." , 

We intended to have noticed the Annual Report of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction in Michigan, and the School Journal, edited by 
Mr, Baldwin, of Jackson, and other educational documents, but the space 
allotted to these notices is now exhausted. 
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TEACHERS INSTITUTES FOR 1S47. 
We shall devo l e this number of the Journal to the proceedings of the 
several Institutes which have been held in Rhode Island in pursuance of 
the following : 

CIRCULAR. 

Arrangements have been made for holding three Teachers* Institutes, at the times 
and plac s hereinafter specified, and every teacher of a public school, and all others 
whor propose to offer themselves as candidates for teaching a public school during the 
ensuing winter or next summer, are invited to attend and take part in the exercises 
of at least one of these Institutes. 

The exercises of the Institute will embrace — 

1. A review of the studies usually taught in the public schools of this State, with 
exemplifications of the best method of instruction in each branch, and with special 
attention to such difficulties as any member of the Institute may have encounteied in 
teaching the same. 

2. Familiar lectures and discussions among the members, on .the organization of 
schools, the classification of pupils, and the theory and practice of teaching. 

3. Public lectures and discussions in the evening, on topics calculated to interest 
parents and the community generally, in the subject of education, and the organiza- 
tion, administration, and improvement of public >chools. 

Although the attendance of several abl«; and experienced instructors in particular 
branches has been provided, it is expected that members of the Institute will take a 
leading part in the course of instruction, and in the discussions. 

That the exercises may be practical, and suited to the present wants of our schools, 
every teacher is requested to communicate a list of such topics as he would like to 
have considered at the session of the Institute which he proposes to attend. 

Every member should be present on the first evening of the session — should be 
provided with a Bible or Testament; a slate and pencil; with pen and ink, or lead 
pencil, and a blank or common place book, in which to enter notes: and with the 
reading book used by the first class in the school of the town where he teaches, or pro- 
poses to teach. 

The course ot instruction, lectures, room and lights, will be free, and boarding 
places will be assigned, free of expense, to make early application to the Committee 
of Arrangements. 

The Institutes will be held as follows.— 

At Centreville, in Warwick, to Commence on Monday evening, November 15tb, at 
1 o'clock, 

Csfc&isTOpmt* A&lmt, Esq., Committee of Artangemtht*. 
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At Bristol, to commence Meoday evening, November 23d, at 1 o'clock. 

Rev. Thomas Sherard, Rev. James M. Sykes, and Mr. D. M. Gushke, Com- 
mittee of Arrangements. 

At Pawtucket, to commence on Monday evening, November 29th, at 7 o'clock. 

D. WnjcwsoN, J. D. Willard, and fcev. Charles Hyde, Committee of Arrange- 
ments. 

Each Institute will continue in session through the week on which it commences. 

School Committees, and Trustees of school districts are respectfully solicited to 
render every facility in thoir power, to teachers who may be desirous of attending; 
and all persons interested in the improvement of public schools, or the advancement 
of education, are invited to be present at the evening sessions of the Institutes. 

HENRY BARNARD, 
Commissioner of Public Schools. 

Providence, November, 1, 1847. 

The accounts of the proceedings which follow are copied from the 
sources indicated, with a few additions or alterations made from the 
record of the several Institutes kept by their respective Secretaries, and 
deposited by them with the Commissioner of Public Schools. 

1 [From the Providence Transcript.] 

TEACHERS' INSTITUTE AT CENTREVILLE. 

The Institute met in the Methodist church and was called to order 
precisely at 7 o'clock— the hour named in the circular appointing the 
Institute — on Monday evening, Nov. 15tn, by Mr. Barnard, Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools. The Rev. Mr. Willard, of Crompton, invoked 
the Divine blessing, and after music by the choir of the church, Mr. Bar- 
nard occupied an hour in setting forth the nature, objects and anticipated 
results of the Institute which he had appointed at this place for the teach- 
ers of Public Schools. The Teachers' Institute as now organized and 
conducted, was a new and valuable agency in the work of school im- 
provement. It went directly to the fountain head, and aimed to make 
better and purer, all influences which flowed out from the teacher. It 
differed from conventions and associations, as these had generally bees 
conducted, in as much as it added to written lectures and oral discus- 
sions, (which occupied .from one to two days, and were ordinarily of a 
.theoretical character in such conventions,) a systematic course of instruc- 
tion in the best methods of teaching, and in reference to difficulties en- 
countered or apprehended in the school-room, and extending through a 
Session of one or two weeks. Conventions and associations, such as that 
of the American Institute of Instruction, and the Essex County Teach* 
ers' Association, had done much good to the community, and to teachers, 
and especially to those who had taken an active part in their proceedings. 
But in a Teachers' Institute, properly conducted, every member takes 
part — and he does this under the direction or example of accomplished 
and successful teachers. It acts directly too on the teachers now in the 
schools, and by making the schools better, helps to create in the minds 
of the parents, who thus see wrought out in their own school, and on 
their own children, the advantages of improved methods of instruction 
and discipline, a higher standard of excellence. This is thennost power- 
ful argument for school improvement which can be addressed to a com* 
tauttity— the contrast between a poor school and a good one, exhibited 
in their own district, and on their own children, aid brought about by 



teachers made better by being trained or educated to these methods. 
The institute thus illustrates imperfectly the benefits of a Normal School, 
or a course of systematic and practical training for a proper length of 
time, under accomplished teachers, and with a workshop as it were at- 
tached, where an apprenticeship in the art of teaching can be served. 
This peculiar excellence of the Normal School is foreshadowed in the In- 
stitute, which thus prepares the public mind for it. The Teachers' Insti- 
tute was first tried in Connecticut in 1839 ; was introduced into New 
York in 1842; into Ohio in 1844; into Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
in 1845 ; into Vermont, New Hampshire, Michigan and Illinois in 1846 ; 
and into Maine and New Jersey in 1847. During the present season, 
probably 15,000 teachers will have attended for one or two weeks these 
Institutes in the Slates above named, and more than half a milliou of 
scholars will be better taught and governed in consequence. Most of 
the schools thus taught, will demand a teacher of equally good qualifica- 
tions next year, and most of the same teachers will attend in the course 
of another year another Institute, and thus add to their own attainments, 
and thus carry the standard of qualifications upwards and onwards* This 
is making teachers their own standard-bearers, and the most powerful agen- 
cies in educational improvement. 

Mr. Barnard pointed out briefly the course of instruction which would 
be pursued, under teachers ff large experience and eminent success, aud 
promised the community a feast of fat things in the evening lectures anil 
discussions. He also dwelt on the good results which would follow from 
these sessions in making teachers acquainted with each other, and with 
each other's experience ; in bringing their impracticable notions to the 
test of actual practice; in measuring themselves by others who had 
thought as much and practiced more ; in entering into the results of many 
trials, of much study, and large experience on the part of good" teachers, 
&c. &c. He dwelt on the importance of punctuality, of becoming indi- 
vidually acquainted with each other, of taking hold with the right spirit, the 
spirit of learners and of brothers — of conforming as far as. may be, to the* 
regulations of tbe families whose hospitalities they were receiving* &c. 
It is imposible to condense into a few paragraphs an address which was 
extempore, and which was as condensed as it could be in the delivery. 

Mr. Barnard was followed by Mr. Wells, who spoke of an Insti- 
tute which he had lately attended in New Hampshire, and then passed 
to the importance of thoroughness in instruction, and on the necessity of 
inspiring scholars with a spirit of self reliance ; a determination to try l 
a determination not to give up to any difficulty however hard. He illus- 
trated these points very happily by cases which had occurred in his owa, 
observation and in his own school. 

At the close of the public exercises, at the suggestion of the Commis- 
sioner, arrangements were made for the appointment of Secretaries and 
Committees on the part of the members, and for the time of meeting in 
the morning. 

The following summary will convey an idea of what was done during 
the week. 

The following officers and committees were appointed by the members: 

S. M. Weeks and S. H. Winsor, Secretaries. Sylvester Patterson, 
William Sherman, Walter S. Legate, Committee of Arrangementaon tbe 
part of the Institute. 
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There was also a Committee of Critics on Pronunciation, and a Moni- 
tor of attendance. 

The Board of Instruction consisted of Mr. Wells, late principal of the 
English department in Phillips' Academy, Andover ; Mr. Russell, of Bos- 
ton, teacher of elocution ; and Mr. Cornell, superintendent of the Friends' 
School, Providence. Mr. Perry, principal of the Summer-street Gram- 
mar School, Providence ; Mr. Mo wry, of Old Warwick ; Mr. Baker, of 
Crompton, Mr. Patterson, of Scituate, took part in the regular exercises. 

The general management of the Institute, as to the order of exercises, 
Sec*, was conducted by the Commissioner of Public Schools, and in his 
absence, by Mr. Wells. 

** The daily session of the Institute commenced at a quarter before 9 
o'clock in the morning, and closed at 12, and at half past 1 o'clock in the 
afternoon, and closed at 5, with a recess of five or ten minutes at the 
close of every hour. During the recess, the windows and doors were 
opened for a change of air, and music and conversation attuned body and 
mind for the next exercise. 

During the week, the following exercises were conducted, by the gen- 
tlemen named, with the teachers as scholars, having in each exercise 
special reference to the best method of presenting the same and similar 
exercises in Public Schools, as ordinarily organized, viz: one exercise 
in reading the Scriptures, as a devotional exftcise, by Mr. Russell ; two 
in spelling, by Mr. Wells; five in arithmetic, by' Messrs. Wells, 
Mowry and Baker; ten in Reading, including exercises in the elemen- 
tary sounds, pronunciation and the general principles of elocution, by 
Mr. Russell; four in grammar, by Mr. Wells ; three in composition, in- 
cluding punctuation, letter writing, &c, by Mr. Wells ; one in analysis 
of language in connection with Green's Grammatical Chart, by Mr. 
Perry ; one in geography, including.map drawing, by Messrs. Patterson 
and Mowry ; one in the use of globes, by Mr. Cornell ; and one on oral 
instruction, by Mr. Wells. In the course of these exercises, many mem- 
bers of the Institute made valuable Suggestions as to their own methods, 
and asked questions which brought out important explanations. 

A portion of each evening was occupied by lectures and addresses, cal- 
culated to interest the community generally. These were delivered as 
follows : on Monday, by the Commissioner of Public Schools, and Mr. 
We|]s ; on Tuesday, by Mr. Russell ; on Wednesday, by Mr. Wells ; on 
Thursday, by Mr. Russell ; on Friday, by Mr. Russell, Mr. Kingsbury, 
and Mr. Barnard. 

The following are among the topics on which remarks were made dur- 
ing the several evenings by the speakers named, viz : 

The length and frequency of recess in the daily sessions of a school, 
by Messrs. Winsor, Weeks, Patterson, Tillinghast, Sherman and Legate. 

Whisperings or communication in School, by Messrs. Baker, Legate, 
Sherman, Winsor, Russell, Wells, Doe, Chapman and Paine. 

Neatness in and about the school-room, by Messrs. Weeks, Perry, 
Sherman, Baker, Kingsbury and Barnard. 

Punctuality and regularity of attendance, by Messrs. Kingsbury, 
Perry, Mowry and Sherman. , 

Management of bad boys in school, by Messrs. Weeks and Winsor. 

Remarks were also made on oral instruction ; cheerfulness in the school 
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room ; stlf-fossession and self-reliance in scholars ; school discipline ; tk$ 
responsibilities of Teachers ; the care of health ; Normal schools ; town 
and district libraries ; professional reading fry Teachers, fyc. Spc* 

The place of meeting was crowded every evening by the citizens of 
of the place and neighborhood, who remained together on almost every 
occasion for three or four hours, and at the close of the exercises on Fri- 
day night, the following resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That this community have felt a deep interest in the exer- 
cises of the Teachers' Institute held among us during the present week, 
and we regard it as a special favor, that the teachers resorted to this 
place, as the one in which the able lectures on subjects pertaining to edu- 
cation, should be presented, and the thorough training in some of the 
prominent branches should be* exhibited. 

The Institute adjourned on Saturday, after a most interesting and prof- 
itable session. The following resolutions were adopted by the teachers 
on Friday evening : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the members of the Teachers' Institute, 
now about to close its session at Centreville, are most cordially returned : 

1st.— To the Commissioner of Public Schools for his gratuitious labors 
in making all preliminary arrangements for holding this and other Insti- 
tutes for the benefit of the teachers of this State — for enlisting the ser- 
vices of willing and efficient local committees — for securing the attend- 
ance of such able and experienced instructors, and arranging so profit- 
able a course of exercises, as well as for his own lectures and participa- 
tion in the discussions of the session. 

. . 2d. — To Christopher Allen, Esq., Chairman bf the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, and his associates on that committee, from this and the 
neighboring villages, for the liberal and free accommodations provided 
for the board of the members, and for the sessions of the Institute. 

3d. — To the many families of this neighborhood for the hearty manner 
in which the teachers have been welcomed to the hospitalities of their 
homes, and to the interest which they and t(je com mujky generally have 
manifested in the exercises and objects of the Institute. 

4th. — To the Trustees of the school district, and to the proprietors of 
the Methodist church for the use of their respective houses for the meet- 
ings of the Institute, and tb the choir of the church for the interest whicfr 
their performances have added to the evening sessions. 

5th. — to Messrs. Wells, Russell and Cornell for their practical, inte- 
resting and Valuable course of instruction — for both the manner and mat- 
ter of their several exercises. 

6th. — To the Rev. Mr. Willard for his services in conducting the devo- 
tional exercises of the Institute, and for his constant attendance and par- 
ticipation in our proceedings. 

Resolved, That as teachers, we feel grateful for the appointment of 
Teachers' Institutes, and for every means provided for our individual and 
professional improvement, and we shall rejoice to co-operate in any way 
in our power for the establishment in this State of a Normal school, or 
an institution for the practical training of such persons as have the requi- 
site tact, talent and character for the labors and responsibilities of the pro- 
fession of teacher. 

Resolved, That we greatly desire the permanent establishment of a 
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fpripdkftl deroted to the cause of education in this State, in which the 
various, (the better and the best,) methods of teaching may be presented 
and discussed by teachers and the friends of education. 

Resolved, That we hail the establishment of town, village and school 
district libraries, as among the most efficient means for carrying out the 
work of the school -room, into the family, the field and the work -shop, 
and of increasing the general intelligence and virtue of the community. . 

S. M. WEEKS, if, . . 

S. H. WINSOR, } & * creta ™ s - 

Mr. Barnard at the close of the Institute on Friday evening, cautioned 
the teachers — and especially the young and inexperienced teachers, 
against a hasty adoption of any method which they had seen or heard 
presented here, until they had made it their own by due consideration, 
observation, and practice. Every good teacher must have his own 
methods, and must make them the basis or stock upon which to build or 
engraft the views and methods of others. Even when they have made 
themselves masters of new and improved methods of instruction, they 
should not alarm the prejudices of the community by the promise of any 
thing very new or great. They must carry good common sense — a qual- 
ity too often wanting in young teachers, and only to be acquired by look- 
ing at things as they are, and studying to make the most of surrounding 
circumstances — into all their operations. They must be punctual if they 
expect their scholars to be punctual. They must be moral and religious 
men if they would make their instructions the fountain of moral and reli- 
gious influence to their schools. They must look after the physical com- 
fort of their scholars- — to the ventilation of the school room, to the fires, 
to the manner in which children are seated, to frequent change of posi- 
tion, and to an alternation of study and exercise, to the light, and all the 
circumstances which determine the physical comfort of children in school, 
if they expect them to study and to love the school. They must look to 
their own manners, to their own dress and the care of their persons, even 
to the scraping their shoes and boots at the door, and to the deposit- 
ing of their own hats and overcoats in their appropriate places, to their 
own postures and movements in the school room, to the manner in which 
they address the scholars both in and out of school, and especially to 
their own intercourse with parents and others in the family circle, if 
they would be instructors in good manners, a department of education too 
much overlooked in our common schools. Teachers must loot to their 
own health. Many of them will pass from active occupation in the field 
or the shop to the close atmosphere and confined labors of the school 
room, and headache and dyspepsia will follow and with these will come 
irritability of temper, frequent application of the rod, &c Much of the 
punishment of our schools comes from a bad digestion in the teacher. 
They must cultivate the acquaintance of parents — invite them to their 
schools and even lead them in, if they will not go in voluntarily. 
They must continue the work of their own improvement. They must 
study and familiarize themselves with the manifold uses of the black- 
board, of globes and other forms of apparatus. They must read good 
books on the theory and practice of teaching — such as the School and 
Schoolmaster, Page's Theory and Practice, Fowles' Institutes, &c. &c. 
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They should take at least one Educational Journal. They ftboaW visit 
each other's schools. Let every other Friday afternoon or Saturday 
morning be devoted to this purpose — and the alternate Saturday be de- 
voted to Teachers' Meetings. Mr. Barnard cautioned the teachers 
against considering this Institute or any Institute as a substitute for tho- 
rough study and practical training, or as an easy and short process' for 
transferring the results of long and successful experience of one teacher 
into the head and the hands of a young and a heedless one. The Insti- 
tute has its place in a system of measures for improving the qualifications 
of teachers, exciting the spirit of study and of their profession, by rub- 
bing down the rough points of manner and character in the collision of 
mind with mind, by exemplifying good methods, and by that personal 
example of such instructors as have favored this Institute by their pres- 
ence and services. No teacher can have witnessed the courteous man- 
ners, and the thorough instruction, even for a day, of such gentlemen, 
without having a better standard of a teacher in his mind. In conclusion, 
he bid them be of good cheer — stand by the cause, and the cause would 
uphold them — let each make himself a better man, and he will become * 
better teacher. 

CATALOGUE 

Of members of the Institute at Centrevilk. 



NAMES. 

Stephen M. Weeks, 
Samuel A. Winsor, 
Sylvester Patterson, 
Walter S. Legate, 
Willinm Sherman, 
William S. Baker, 
Jencks Mo wry, 
Rev. Geo. A. Willard, 
Rev. Geo .W. Wooding, 
Dr. Horatio N. Matteson, 
Dr. Henry Hubbard, 
Benjamin H. Horton, 
Henry C. Reynolds, 
Jno. K. Burlingame, 
Benoni J. TiUinghast, 
Gershom P. Sherman, 
Geo. S. TiUinghast, 
Jos. TiUinghast, 
Pardon TiUinghast, 
Henry S. Vaughn, 
William Read, 
Charles Vaughn, 
Peleg Almy, 
Edwwi A. Hill, 
Benjamin H. Meader, 
Joshua Davis, 
Charles E. Nichols, 
Albin Yeans, 
Nathan L. Richmond, 
Warren C. Barber, 
Emery A Hopkins, 
James H. Larkin, 
Milton Paine, 



LOCATION. 

Centreville, 

N. Scituate. 

S. Scituate. 

Greenville, Centerville P. 0. 

Washington, 

Centreville, N. Providence. 

Warwick. 

Centreville. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Washington. 
N. Scituate. 
Rice City, Coventry. 
Scituate. 
Kingston. 

Rice City, Coventry. 
S. Foster. 
Mount Vernon. 
Coventry. 

Fiskville, S. Scituate. 
Rice City, Coventry. 
Tiverton, Four Corners. 
N. Scituate. 

Johnston, N. Scituate P. 0., 
S. Scituate. 
Coventry. 
K. Scituate. 
Brand's I. Works. 
N. Scituate, 
S. Foster. 
Hopkinton, 
Wickford. 
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Thomas B. Carr, 
Elisha P Phillips, 
Nelson K Church, 
Jno. A. Mathewson, 
A Win S Chapman, 
Russell W. Reynolds, 
Lay ion Seamans, 
Peter D. Healy, 
Walter Scott, 
Albert K. Barnes, 
Alexander Peck, 
Jos. Gallup, 
James C, Sisson, 
Merrit T. Arnold, 
Ira St i U man. 
Wm, T. Anderson, 
Charles Wilbor, 
Nathan K. Lewis, 
Richard Green, 
Austin S. Cushman. 
WiUiam Gamwell. 



NAMES. 

Lydia A. Greene, 
Jane Fifield, 
Farma Burge, 
Caroline S. Burdett, 
Cynthia A. Brown, 
Lois Reynolds, 
Mary A. Hayden, 
Marietta Walker, 
Nancy A. Derwin, 
Lucy Glover, 
Tahitha G. Budlong, 
Isabella L. Budlong, 
Mary Wickes, 
Mary R. Thompson, 
Catharine Stillmaiy 
Aurelia J. Anpell, 
Maria L. Angell, • 
Rhoby Brown, 
Miss E. Remington, 
Elizabeth Codner, 
Susan A. Clapp. 
Roena Wood, 
Elizabeth Greene, 
Abby. Brown, 
Ann C. Taylor, 
Sarah J. Scott, 
Anna Holden, 
Abby Remington. 



LOCATION. 

Slaters ville. 

(Pine Hill P. 0.,) Exeter. 

Richmond. 

Johnston. 

Perrysviile, S. Kingston. 

E. Greenwich. 

Mount Vernon, P. 0., S. Foster. 



S. Scituate, 

Rice City, Coventry. 

Pine Hill, Richmond. 

Pine Hill, Exeter. 

Coventry. 

Centreville. 

(LippitP. 0.,)Phenix. 

(Locustville P. ,) S. Scittxate. 

Brand's Iron Works. 

Pawtuxet 



LADIES. 

LOCATION. 

Centreville. 
do. 

Greenville, Centreville. 
Smith field. 
Coventry. 

do. 
Scituate. 
Cranston. 
N. Kingston. 
Apponaug P, 0., Warwick. 



do. 

do. 

do. • 
Centreville. 
Scituate. 

do. 
Warwick. 
Fiskville. 
Crompton. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
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[From the Providence Daily Journal] 
TEACHERS' INSTITUTE IN PAWTUCKET, 

In compliance with an invitation of Hon. Henry Barnard, Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools, a Teachers' Institute was held in Pawtucfcet, 
R. I , commencing on Monday evening, Nov. 29, and closing on the* 
succeeding Saturday. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. C* 
Hyde, of Central Falls, and its objects, together with some of the tonics 
deemed worthy of consideration and discussion, briefly noticed by Mr. 
Barnard. 

Mr. Lowell Mason, of Boston, was then introduced, who occupied one 
honr in an able aifd lucid discussion of the claims of music in common 
school education. The fallowing prints were urged in its favor : 

1st. Its physical advantages, It improves the health by strengthening 
the lungs and chest. It cultivates the faculty of hearing by the exercise 
of its appropriate organ. It enlarges the vocal powers, and assists to 
give the voice a smooth, distinct, and rapid articulation. 

2d. The mind is improved by it, in having its various faculties brought 
into exercise, while contemplating its scientific relations. 

3d. The moral feelings have been reached by music, even when other 
means failed. 

4th. The musical art is a source of pleasure, and contributes much 
towards the happiness of our race. 

oth It is adapted to the capacities of children. 

6th. All are capable of mastering it as a science and an art, yet few* 
do so after they have arrived at the age of eighteen. Therefore, the 
foundation of a good musical taste must be laid, if at all, during those 
years usually devoted to attending school. 

The lecturer properly and with good taste dwelt upon the moral influ- 
ence of music, and the different effect of the various kinds of melody. 
The various species of song so continually heard in the streets Of cities 
and tillages, he believed to be pernicious in their tendencies, especially 
so when connected with their popular words. 

During his short visit Mr. Mason gave four lectures, in which he ex- 
em lipfied * scientific method of teaching this entertaining subject. A 
proper position while singing should be deemed of the highest impor- 
tance, as affecting both health and quality of tone- When the head is 
erect and (he shoulders thrown backward, the lungs and vocal organs 
are more free to perform their offices, consequently can be exercised more 
easily and to a greater extent than when the throat and chest are con- 
tracted by bad positions. He would teach first the thing or essence, 
then its name. The teacher should not, in teaching this branch, sing 
with his pupils, but listen to them, and let them listen to him. He ap- 
proved counting or beating time, also " singing by rote,", and recom- 
mended short lessons for child re*. 

At the close of the exercises on Monday evenkig, the Institute ^asor* 
gafiized by the appointment of Secretaries, and a Committee frf Confer^ 
er*ce> consisting of Messrs Meader, demons, Wells, and Misses ;Fr^,, 
Holt, and Beal. Miss Mann, and Mr. J. H. WiUard were subsequent^, 
constituted a C*na»tt*e of Qrittsisrt, end Mr. Coigro*e Cojomhte* of 
MosW. -^ • - ♦ ■ - * ■■ "•.'•«, i ■• . . .. . ».• ;• .. % - ^ >dt ^ c^'l' 
B 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

Mr. William Russell of Boston, delivered addresses on Tuesday and 
Friday evenings, upon the subject of Reading, or Elocution. These 
were portions of a course of instruction, given by him during several day 
sessions of the Institute, and the recitation which he introduced to illus- 
trate the severaldivisions of the subject, served to make his lectures in- 
teresting, even to those who were not able to perceive fully the distinc- 
tions of sound, or ideas expressed. 

In teaching he would direct his first efforts against all bad positions of 
the body, and their concomitants, nasal, harsh, subdued, guttural, or 
other unpleasant tones of voice. Let the pupils stand erect, place the 
hands on the hips, with the fingers pointing forward, throw the elbows 
back," inflate while in this position the longs slowly and fully as the 
teacher coants one, two, and when he pronounces the word three, begin 
to expel the air gradually through the nostrils. This exercise, several 
times repeated, causes an unusual and more complete oxygenation of the 
blood that will send a thrill of warmth through the system, extending 
sometimes even to the ends of the fingers* Various exercise in whisper* 
ing, speaking, &c, should be given in connection with the above breath- 
ing, such as will eradicate the bad tones, or other defects, and promote 
at the same time, clear, distinct, well articulated, and appropriate vocal 
expressions. Numerous models may be given for imitation and repeti- 
tion, which stiHll serve to train the class in the great variety of tones, 
articulation, inflection, &c. 

1st. Such as relate to power of voice, ap whispering, half do., soft, 
medium, loud, or shouting tones. 
' 2d. Pitch, as being high or low. 
3d: Different rate ef movements, as slow or quick. 
4th. Inflections, as rising, falling, and circumflex. 
5th. Quality of tone, as being smooth, rough, harsh, nasal, guttural, 
orotn-nd, <fcc. 

Lastly, the various combinations of the above, as heard in expressions 
indicating joy, sorrow, grief, pity, distress, laughter, merriment, &c. 
The same physical advantages arise in this that were claimed in the mu- 
sical department. 

It will not be understood that any considerable part of the above can 
be given in one exercise, or that this should continue so long as to tire 
the organs. ' Labor and rest should alternate in accordance with the law 
of physiology. • 

Mr. R. also spent considerable time in giving the powers, or sounds 
of the letters in the alphabet, also examples of spelling by the sound in- 
stead of the names of letters, called analysis of words. From these ex- 
amples he proceeded to lessons in reading, from the American School 
Reader, a popular book, of which he is an associate author. 
-To those acquainted with the subject, and the happy, easy, and gifted 
address of Mr. Russell, sufficient has born said to indicate the character 
of these exercises and the good produced. Reading is an important but 
much neglected branch of common school education, and anything tend- 
ing to bring us to a knowledge and sense bf our duty in teaching it, can- 
not but be hailed with joy. 

Dr. Cutter delivered twot&ort lectors* on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The lint, on the means of promoting and preserving health ; the seeood* 



TBAQBRAft' IftSTlYUTft*. W8 

on the anatomy and physiology of the voctl organs, together with re- 
marks on the ventilation of school rooms. The anatomical parts were 
illustrated by a manikin.* If the teacher would have studies pursued with 
vigor, he must supply his room with pure air, action must alternate with 
rest, the positions must be changed often, and instruction should be given 
relative to the most important luws of life. 

Mr. Joshua Bates, Jr., principal of the Brimmer School, Boston,, lec- 
tured Wednesday evening, on Requisites for success in leaching. , The 
first named was a knowledge of the human mind. The teacher should 
know how to read all his pupils, and apply to each the different treatment 
which his state required. Some need to be taught how to study, others 
to communicate their ideas* If ignorant of human nature, and mental 
philosophy, a teacher will fail, 2d. He should possess a love of impart- 
ing knowledge. This knowledge must, not be confined \o the.text book, 
but be general, and communicated in an interesting, happy style. Hi* 
success will depend upon the manner of conducting the recitations 
3d. A faculty of governing. Government he. considered both an end 
and means. Pupils are governed either by force from without or .^prin- 
ciple within. The latter government should be sought for, and cherished 
as the only true and effective stimulant to good actions. There might 
be, he thought, occasions where a rod would be necessary to effect what 
the want of inward principle cannot be made to supply. Without good 
government there can be no right instruction. The tea* her must be 
one who can make the pupils love and respect him. 4th. Power of self* 
control. " He who would rule others, must first learn to govern 'him- 
self." 5th. Power of inspiring his pupils with' enthusiasm. titb« The 
ability to farm a symmetrical and correct character* Right principles 
must be inculcated, good social habits formed, and nothing overlooked 
that will make a pupil the ornament of his family, school, or society. A 
more appropriate subject could not have been selected. 

On Thursday evening, Mr. W. H. Wells, late principal of the JBngiisb 
Department of Phillips' Academy, Andover, Mass., delivered a lecture 
on Astronomy, as an illustration -of oral teaching in school. The lee* 
ture consisted principally of the history of this most ancient of science* 
but was interspersed with anecdotes, and sketches of the live** of Coper* 
nicus, Tycho Brahe, and other eminent astronomers, which made it in- 
teresting and instructive. In the true spirit of a teacher, be .brought his 
telescope, that he might demonstrate the facts of his lecture. This, in- 
strument magnified *50 times, and through the kindnesa of Mr. W., the 
members were at different times favored with a view of the crescent fojni 
of Venus, the spots on the sun* the belted appearance of Jnpijec, his 
moons, and the singular appearance of our own secondary sphere. It if 
presumed that each of the above views will be described to young geog- 
raphers and astronomers in many different schools,, and, contribute to the 
interest and permanence of their ideas of these distant globes. 

As Mr. Barnard was compelled to be absent much of the time, be ap- 
pointed Mr. Wells to take charge of the Institute Having spoken of 
his lecture, then, we will now return to his other no lesa valuable labor* 
What time was not given to the other member* of ftbe Board of 
Education, was spent by Mr. Wells in giving instruction and dijeuaiinf 
various subjects connected with the teachers' vocation. ; - in j¥*Ui4g«jii0 
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recommended the practice of writing the difficult words in the reading 
and rp el ling lessons. In this exercise both the eje and ear assist us, 
while in oral spelling one only is concerned. Persons then who find it 
troublesome to recollect the orthography of such words as rditve,per+ 
tettre, or others, will do well to write them correctly, and spend a moment 
in examining them carefully with the eye. 

In the subject of arithmetic he presented his method of teaching the 
simple rules. In this connection it may be proper to give the Scotch 
method of teaching addition, as mentioned by Mr. Russell. The pupils 
hfcve a simple sum set, and are allowed three minutes to obtain a correct 
result, Each day the sums are more difficult, but the time for obtaining 
the answers always remains the same. Thus they gradually acquire an 
almost incredible facility in performing their problems. The importance 
of thorough instruction cannot be too highly appreciated by those who 
assume to train up youthful minds, that they may look upon the beauties 
and cares of life with strong and vigorous intellectual powers. In pur- 
suing this absorbing study, the teacher did not forget the old maxim that 
Whatever is worth doing is worth doing well. Indeed, so little of what 
Children learn in school is carried into actual practice, that unless they 
derive the benefit ef thorough instruction, they spend most of their time 
in vain. 

The subject of grammar was discussed by Mr. Wells with such shrewd 
generosity, that his own excellent work was not even mentioned. To 
-the hundred other authors he frequently appealed in support of his state- 
ments, and with an air of so much freedom that one would almost doubt 
Whether he were really the author of the work bearing his name. It is 
sot intended to give him undue praise, or to imply a censure on other 
members of the Board. They do not deserve it. The teaching of grammar 
heretofore seemed to him to have been too mechanical. Too much time 
had been spent in learning the names, when the things represented were 
Hot understood* Although grammar is the art of writing and speaking 
the language correctly, something has been taught which did not and 
Was not fitted to accomplish that object. Many a youth who flattered 
himself that he possessed a desirable knowledge of -this art, has learned 
that he wasted much time and labor on the surface, while the heart of the 
subject was wholly untouched. 

Upon the manifold advantages of oral instruction he spoke at length, 
and exhibited a chart which he had formed in connection with a class 
In history. On this, space toward the right indicated the flowing on of 
time, being divided into centuries, into each of which was put the names 
«f distinguished men and events. Such, when finished, would be far 
there desirable ornaments for the school room than the rude drawings 
too often found on its walls. 

Instructions were given by Mr. Wells in writing, folding and super- 
scribing letters, and on many other points not here noticed. 

Tfcie reports of the Committee of Criticism drew forth some grammat- 
ical discussions, which were useful and pleasant. In these the grammat* 
ifcal taete and knowledge of Mr. Wells were particularly useful. 
• Mr. Cornell, tiufferinteadent of the Friends' School, Providence, oo- 
totffed half an ta* in expkfeiftg the uses of hi$ improved and truly vat- 
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Mr. Benson, of Pawnticket, explained his method of teaching proper 
tiort and interest, with illustrations on the black-board. 

Mr. Colgrove, of Kingston, devoted a short time to the subjects of 
phonography and music In the latter subject, he called the attention 
of the metnbers to an improved notation. 

Mr. demons, of Woonsocket, exemplified his manner of teaching 
mental arithmetic. Other members at different times spoke of their 
several methods of teaching the several subjects under consideration. 

There remains but one other class of exercises to be noticed,— uhe 
discussions. These were held before and after the evening lectures, and 
in which the following gentlemen participated : Rev. Messrs. Hyde, 
Round, Biodgett and Brown, *Dr. Cleaveland, Messrs. Russell, W. H. 
Wells, Willard, D. Wilkinson, Sisson, Colegrove, Maggett, Clemotw, 
Bates, Aldrich, Bliss, J. Wilkinson, Wells of North Providence, Collins 
and Benson. The subjects and many of the views advanced may be 
gathered from the following remarks. 

Recesses should be frequent and short rather than long and less fre-r 
quem, more especially in primary schools. In some schools changes in 
position are attained in recitations. Five mtnntes in each of three hours 
were deemed better than fifteen at one time. Upon the question of em- 
ulation there was a variety of views. Some would totally disregard it, 
some would employ only the better kind of it, and others appeal to it as 
a proper motive on all occasions, but one that should not be over worked. 
Some difference of opinion existed both in regard to the necessity and 
possibility of preventing whispering* The necessity depended on the 
aisle of the school, and the possibility upon the motive presented, or the 
moral condition of the pupils. If scholars desire to oommunieate wkh 
each other^ opportunities will present themselves in spite of the watchful* 
ness of teachers. As among the best incentives to study were named 
emulation, constant employment, tetter feelings, habits of order and 
neatness, love and fear, sense of right, cooperation of parents and teach- 
ers, and good rooms and apparatus. On the best method of securing 
thorough discipline, a variety of views were presented. Bud methods 
were mentioned, as the frequent change of teachers, expressions of dts* 
contented parents before pupils, bad houses and seats, multiplicity of 
text books, &c 

Most of the speakers were in favor of public examinations at the close 
of terms, some preferred them weekly, and two believed that more good 
would result from visits distributed at random over the time of school. 
Good examples of teachers were considered excellent means of securing 
neatness, in pupils. On Friday evening the exercises closed in a very 
animated and satisfactory discussion of the question, Does the Bible and 
moral instruction form a part of a teacher's daily duty ? 

The following views were advanced. The Bible should be used by 
the teacher only, and not as a text- book. It should be used to perpetu- 
ate the principles of government. The pupils should learn morals of 
their teachers as from the conversation of others. The reading lesson 
in the Bible should form the groundwork of moral teachings. To this 
some objected as tending to the inculcation of sectarian views. Knowl- 
edge is power, not only to do evil but to do good ; therefore, they who 
give the power should take care so to train the moral sentiments as t6 
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ensure the right use of it. With the preceding view the teacher's office 
was regarded as second almost to none. Pupils ought not to he sent to 
any school from which the Bible is excluded. Teachers should scatter 
the seeds of morality. Reading the Bible as an opening exercise, and 
teaching morals should not be confounded. This should not be put on 
ft level with other books. The Bible is a holy and reverend book, which 
should be read carefully by all qualified to judge of truth. 

This interchange or expression of views was perhaps the roost inter- 
esting of the kind during the Institute. The acknowledged importance 
of moral instruction, and evident reverence for the scriptures, were 
more, far more than sufficient to counterbalance any unpleasant sensa- 
tion arising from a difference of opinion 9 as to the use of the Bible, or 
method of exerting a healthful moral influence over the youth of our age. 

The meetings of the Institute were held in a very neat and commo- 
dious bouse recently erected by school district No. I , as a model for the 
State. The scholars of the grammar department were present during 
the exercises, and with visitors assisted to form during the day time, an 
audience of about one hundred and seventy- five., In the evening' the 
room was filled to its utmost capacity, not less than three hundred and 
fifty being, present to listen to the efforts for the improvement of our in- 
valuable little institutions, so aptly termed "New-England colleges. 9 * 
Intelligent parents were pleased with these meetings for the improvement 
of common schools, and teachers who love their calling rejoice that the 
community is beginning to. feel a deeper interest in what so vitally con- 
cern* the welfare and permanence of this enlightened republic 

Speaking of the Institute as a school, it had the characteristics of a 
good one. While the pupils loved and respected each other and their 
teachers, the teachers in return seemed to reciprocate the. good feeling, 
and earnestly endeavor to make the school happy and profitable Parents 
and friends also codperated, and every thing went on harmoniously. 

At the close of the morning session for Saturday, after the passage of 
the resolutions, the Institute adjourned. The undersigned respectfully 
beg leave to close the account by asking a liberal indulgence for the 
hasty manner in which it has been prepared, 

C. BENSON, Jr., \ q^^,,, 
J. K. ALDRICH, ) Secretartes ' 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Realizing that the Institute now about to close, has been one of unu- 
sual pleasure and profit to the members present, we would gratefully ac- 
knowledge our obligations to those who have in various ways contributed 
to render it profitable and happy, in the following resolution. 

Resolved^ That our thanks are due as follows : 

To Hon. Henry Barnard, for his unmeasured liberality in assuming 
the expenses of the Institute. 

To Messrs. Mason, Russell, Wells, Cutter, Bates, and others who 
have addressed us, both for their valuable instruction, and the kind, happy 
manner in which it has been imparted. 

,To School District No. 1, through the trustees, for the gratuitous use 
of its neat aud spacious room. 
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To Messrs. Willard, Hyde, and Wilkinson, Committee of Arrange- 
ments, for the valuable assistance which they have obligingly rendered. 
And to the several citizens of this village, through whose generous hos- 
pitality we have been so agreeably and comfortably entertained. 

The following catalogue embraces eighty-two names of members of 
the Institute who were in attendance. Persons desirous of employing 
teachers will do well to remember such as possess sufficient interest and 
zeal in their calling to attend these meetings for improvement. To form 
a symmetrical and correct character is not the work 6f a moment, or of 
ignorance ; and parents who love their children should think of this 
when about to entrust their children to the care of teachers. u As is the 
teacher, so is the school." 



FEMALES 
P. 



O. Address. 
Smithfield. 



Names. 
Lavina Burtlett, 
Joanna A. Sieere, 

E. M Ingrabara, Providence. 
E. L. lug rah am, " 

J. L. Roys, Woonsocket. 
Sylria A. Baxton, " 

M. A. Fry, " 

Ann E. Chamberlain, South Scituate. 
Ruth A. Weatherhead, Cumberland. 
L. A. Scou, " 

Miranda Phettiplace, Chepachet 



MALES 



Sarah S, Burgess, 
Nancy W. Tabor, 
Sarah H. Rice, 
Desire D. Cole, 
Lucy C. Stone, 
Urana Keech, 
Maria R. Mann, 
Charity Wharton, 
Susan H ors well, 
Mary Beal, 
Caroline Bagley, 
Mary C. Barrows, 
Henrietta Carpenter, 
Cynthia B lngraham, 
Mary Bliss, 
Mary A. Jenka, 
Lydia W. Kenyon, 
Nancy R. Sayles, 
Lucina M. Sayles, 
H. A. Fisher, 
Caroline E. Weston, 
Caroline R. Brown, 
Amey Horton, 
Irena J. Sayles, 
Edith L. Holt, 
Julia A . Pond, 
Sarah Mahoney, 
Aurelia J. Angel!, 
Cathirine Stone, 

Whitney, 

Catharine Ellis, 
Anna Inman, 
Emily Moerson, 



Cumberland. 

Slateisville. 

South Scituate. 

Providence 

Cranston. 

Lonsdale. 

Pawtucket. 



Burrillville. 

<( • 

Dedham, Mass. 

Woonsocket. 

Scituate. 

Glocester. 

Scituate. 

Central Falla 

Dedham. Mass, 

Johnston. 

North Providence, 
ic 

Slate rsville. 

Providence. 
Johnston. 



Names. 
Charles E. Nicholas, 
Burrell Matteson,' 
Benjamin H. Meader, 
Charles W. Earle, 
Wan on Briggs,Jr, 
Issac B. A mold, 
Thomas B. Carr, 
Alexander M. Gett, 
H. N demons. 
Pardon A, Phillips, 
William Colegrove, 
J ared Griffith, 
S. P. Wells, 
B. Paine, 

William P. Collins, 
Jeremiah. K. Aid rich, 
Hiram N. Randall, 
John B. Willard, 
Israel Wilkinson, 
Cyrus Benson, Jr., 
George Brown, 
Henry M. Biers, 
Alpha Southwick, 
Albert H. Campbell, 
S. N. Ross, 
Daniel M. Smith, 
Augustus Olney, 
A. A Meader, 
E. L. Man waring, 
Gustavus D Bates, 
I. Hasjgett, 
Melville demons, 
Isaac Pike, 
Sylvester Patterson, 
George Work, 
Joseph Sea graves, 
A. An^ell, 
W. Winsor, 



P. O. Address. 
Scituate. 



Cranston. 

Warwick. 

«( 

Slatersville. 

Woonsocket. 

Johnston. 

Kingston. 

North Providence. 

u 

Johnston. 
• « 
Cranston. 
Foster. 
Pawtucket. 



Woonsocket. 
Lonsdale. 

Central Falls. 

(< 

North Providence. 

Chepachet, 

Cumberland Hill. 

Providence. 

Valley Kails. 

Woonsocket 

Johnston. 

South Scituate. 

Warren. 

Providence. 

South Scituate. 



< TEACHERS' INSTITUTE AT BRISTOL. 
A detailed account of this Institute would be in the main a repetition 
of the proceedings already given of those at Gentreville and Paw tucket 
The session commenced on th©22d, and continued through the week. 
The exercises were conducted by Air. Russell, and Mr. W. B Fowle, 
with occasional practical exrcises by Mr. Gushee, of Bristol, Mr; Amos 
Perry, of Providence, Mr. G. B. Cooke, of Hartford, Conn., and the 
evening lectures by Mr. 1. Bates, Jr., of Boston, Mr. Russell, Mr. Bar- 
nard, Mr. Kingsbury, Rev. Mr. Dumont, of Newport, and others. Vari- 
ous topics connected with school discipline, order of exercises, and 
methods of instruction were discussed, in which several members of the 
Institute took part. The citizens of Bristol kindly entertained the 
teachers and provided for the local expenses of the Institute. A vote 
of thanks for their hospitality and liberality, called forth a feeling address 
from Rev. Thomas Shepard, the veteran friend and laborer for schools, 
in Bristol, which is thus reported in the Phoenix. 

" In responding to the last vote of thanks, Mr. Shepard remarked that be considered 
the people of this place under great obligation to the Institute for the privileges of 
participating in the deeply interesting exercises of the week. He could not doubt 
that the intensely interesting services of the past week, witnessed as they had been 
by such crowded assemblies of the citizens of the town, would give a new impulse to 
the cause of public schools in this place. * We thank you/ said Mr. S. * for your 
coming hither, for the pleasant acquaintance we have been permitted to form 'with 
you. Our interview has been mutually pleasant. And when you leave us to return 
to your fields of labor, our best wishes and our most fervent prayers will follow yon. 
" At this moment of separation, allow me to remind you that your labors are imme- 
diately connected with the destinies of the immortal mind. Think not, my friends, 
that your work is done when you have improved the intellects of your pupils in hu- 
man science. Forget not the wants of their undying souls. Lead Ihem to God, speak 
to them of death, judgment, and eternity. Do what you can to train them for heaven. 
" Most deeply do I sympathise with you in the exhausting toils, and heart corro- 
ding anxieties of your profession. - 1 am about to hasten to the bed side of a beloved 
child prematurely prostrated by the labors and responsibilities of teaching. if there 
be any avocation more than all otherK, deserving of the sympathy and the prayers of 
the community, it is yours. Be faithful, for ye know not the day nor the hour when 
you shall be called hence. Whatever your hands find to do, do it with your might, 
for in the grave,there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom." 
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If AMIS. 

George C. Wflson, 
Albert A Gamwet, 
George B. Cooke, 
Sylas P. Smith, 
Alonzo Leland, 
L. G. Sturtevant, 
Cyrus Bean, 
Simon L. Patten, 
Burrill Mattison, 
Alvah Traver, 
A. Perry, 

Thomas G. Potter, 
Albert M. Clark, 
J. C. Rich, 
Rufus G. King, 
Oscar Traver, 
D. L. Gushee, 
Benoni Tillingbast 
Rowland G. Weeden, 
Reuben W. Mason, 
Thomas B. Carr, 
Orrin P. Gilbert, 
Jonathan H. Card, 
WJUladT F. Ltfur, 
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Manville. 

Providence. 

Hartford, Conn. 

Tiverton. 

Newport 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Bristol 

West Greenwich. 

Tiverton. 

Providence. 

Portsmouth. 

Portsmouth. 

Warren. 

Tiverton. 

Tiverton. 

Bristol. 

"West Greenwich. 

Jamestown. 

Portsmouth. 

Slate rsvifle. 

Cranston. 

South Kingston. 



NAMES. 

Thomas Davis, 
Zimri N. Cook, 
Simon L. Cotton, 
Samuel S. Cott»n, 
Lorenzo L Maxcy, 
Elizabeth G. Coit, 
Caroline A. Robbins, 
Mary D. Wyatt, 
Elizabeth H. Wttrdwell, 
Mary A. Wardwell, 
Mary A. Lake, 
Mary R. Dennis, 
Pbebe R Bradford, 
Margaret M. Luther, 
Betsy M. Kelly, 
Eleanor W. Kelly, 
Sarah O. Stores, 
Nancy Peck, 
Eliza P. Green, 
Eliza Howe, 
Caroline A. tfartweO, 
Maria Mann. 
M. Louisa Beal, 
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Waterford. 

Middtetown. 

Bristol 

Warren. 

Warren. 

Bristol. 

Newport. 

Bristol. 

Bristol. 

Bristol. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Bristol 

Brirtol. 

Tiverton. 

Tiverton. 

Bristol. , 

Brirtol. 

Newport 

Bristol. 

Middletown. . 

PawtuckeL 

Pawtucket 
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PROGRESS OF TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

As Teachers' Institutes have been found, after three years' experience 
in this State, an important instrumentality in improving the qualifications 
of teachers, and in advancing the cause of school improvement, it may be 
interesting to some of our readers to learn their history in other States. 
We shall therefore devote the remaining pages of this number of the 
Journal to extracts from such documents as we have received relating to 
this subject. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The first of the class of meetings now known as 'Teachers' Institutes', 
was held in Hartford, Connecticut, in the autumn of 1839, under the 
invitation and preliminary arrangement of the Secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners of Common Schools. He was induced to make the ex- 
periment at his own expense, in order " to show the practicability of 
making some provision for the better qualification of common school 
teachers, by giving. them an opportunity to revise and extend their know- 
ledge of the studies usually pursued in district schools, and of the best 
methods of school arrangements, instruction and government under the 
recitations and lectures of experienced and well known teachers and edu- 
cators." At the session of the Legislature in May, of the same year, the 
House of Representatives made an appropriation to be expended for this 
purpose in the several counties of the State, under the direction of the 
Board, which was lost in the Senate, on the alleged ground that these 
classes could not be sustained without a greater expense ; and if they 
could, that the classes would be under instruction for too short a period. 
What the Legislature refused to do, the Secretary undertook to do him- 
self. A class was formed from such teachers of Hartford county as were 
disposed to come together on public notice, and placed under the general 
charge of Mr. Wright, the Principal of the Grammar School. Mr. Wright 
gave instruction in Grammar and in methods of school keeping. Mr. 
Post, a teacjier in the Grammar School, reviewed the whole subject of 
Mental and Practical Arithmetic, with full explanations of the difficult 
points in Fractions, Roots, &c. Professor Davies explained the different 
parts of the higher Mathematics, so far as they were ever taught in dis- 
trict schools, or would help to explain elementary Arithmetic. Rev. 
Mr. Barton, formerly connected with the Teachers' Seminary at Ando- 
ver, gave lessons in Reading. Rev. T. H. Gallaudet explained how 
Composition could be taught even to the younger classes in school, and 
gave several familiar lectures on school government, and the instruction 
of very young children by means of the slate. Mr. Brace, Principal of 

C 
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Hartford Female Seminary, explained the first principles of Mathematical 
and Astronomical Geography, the use of Globes, &c. Mr. Snow, Princi- 
pal of the Centre District School, gave several practical lessons in methods 
of teaching, with classes in his own school. Mr. Barnard delivered sev- 
eral lectures explanatory of the relations of the teacher to the school 
system, to parents and their pupils; also on the laws of health to be prac- 
tically observed by pupils and teachers in the school room ; and 
on the best modes of conducting Teacher's Associations, and in- 
teresting parents. A portion of each day was also devoted to oral 
discussions and written essays on subjects connected with teaching, and 
to visiting the best schools in Hartford. Before separating, the members 
of the Teachers' Class published a " Card," expressing " their most cor- 
dial thanks, for the very excellent course of instruction which they have 
been permitted to enjoy during a few weeks past. They also beg leave 
to present their sincere thanks to those gentlemen who have so kindly 
instructed them, for the very familiar, lucid and interesting manner in 
which the different subjects have been presented." 

On the success of this experiment the Secretary of the Board, in the 
Connecticut Common School Journal, for November, 1839, says, 

" We have no hesitation in saying that a judicious application of one- 
fifth of the sum appropriated unanimously by the House of Representa- 
tives to promote the education of teachers for common schools, in different 
sections of the State, would have accomplished more for the usefulness of 
the coming winter schools and the ultimate prosperity of the school 
system, than the expenditure of half the avails of the School Fund in the 
present way. One thousand at least of the eighteen hundred teachers, 
would have enjoyed an opportunity of critically revising the studies 
which they will be called upon to teach, with a full explanation of all the 
principles involved, and with reference to the connection which one 
branch of knowledge bears to another, and also to the best methods of 
communicating each, and the adaptation of different methods to different 
minds. They would have become familiar with the views and methods 
of experienced teachers, as they are carried out in better conducted 
schools than those with which they had been familiar. They would have 
entered upon their schools with a rich fund of practical knowledge, gath- 
ered from observation, conversation and lectures ; and with many of their 
own defective, erroneous, and perhaps mischievous views, corrected and 
improved. Who can tell how many minds will be perverted, how many 
tempers ruined, how much injury done to the heart, the morals, and the 
manners of children, in consequence of the injudicious methods of inex- 
perienced and incompetent teachers, the coming winter ? The heart, the 
manners, the morals, the minds of the children are, or should be, in the 
eye of the State, too precious materials for a teacher to experiment upon, 
with a view to qualify himself for his profession ; and yet the teacher is 
compelled to do so under the present order of things. He has no oppor- 
tunity afforded him, as every mechanic has, to learn his trade ; and if he 
had, there is but little inducement held out for him to do this. No man is 
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so insane as to employ a workman to construct any valuable or del'cate 
piece of mechanism, who is to learn how to do it for the first time on that 
very article. No one employs any other than an experienced artist to 
repair a watch. No parent entrusts the management of a lawsuit, involv- 
ing his property or his reputation, to an attorney who has not studied his 
profession and given evidence of his ability. No one sends for a physician 
to administer to his health, who has not studied the human constitution 
and the nature and uses of medicine. No one sends a shoe to be mended, 
or a horse to be shod, or a plough to be repaired, except to an experienced 
workman ; and yet parents will employ teachers, who are to educate 
their children for two worlds — who are to mould and fashion and develop 
that most delicate, complicated, and wonderful piece of mechanism, the 

human being, the most delicate and wonderful of all God's creations to 

fit them for usefulness in life, to become upright and intelligent witnesses, 
jurors, electors, legislators and rulers, safe in their power to resist the 
manifold temptations to vice and crime which will beset their future path, 
strong and happy in the 'godlike union of right feelings with correct 
principles.' " 

After a Rip Van Winkle sleep of six years, the public ear was startled 
by the trumpet tones of Professor Porter's Essay " on the Necessity and 
Means of Improving the Common Schools of Connecticut" which receiv- 
ed the prize of one hundred dollars offered by James M. Bunce, Esq., of 
Hartford. In this Essay, among the means of improving the schools, and 
interesting the public mind, the efficiency of Teachers' Institutes is ably 
urged. 

This suggestion, with another more important, as preliminary to it, viz. 
"the employment of an a^nt to interest teachers and the public, through 
lectures, and personal communications, was carried out, principally 
through the liberality of Mr. Bunce, D. F. Robinson, and other gentle- 
men in Hartford. Rev. Merrill Richardson was employed to visit every 
town in Hartford county, and a convention of teachers assembled in Hart- 
ford, and continued in session for five days. It numbered two hundred 
and fifty-four members, and made a powerful and lasting impression on 
the public mind, besides awakening a lively interest and spirit of improve- 
ment in teachers throughout the State. This -was followed by several 
other meetings of the same class, in the winter of 1846-7, and in his 
Report to the Legislature in May, 1847, the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, Hon. Seth P. Beers, recommended an annual appropriation for 
the encouragement of similar meetings in different parts of the State. 
The Legislature accordingly appropriated the sum of one thousand dollars 
to be expended by the Superintendent for this purpose ; and under 
arrangements instituted by him, sixteen Institutes, or i€ Schools for 
Teachers" have been held during the past autumn, in different parts of 
the State. Mr. Richardson, who was appointed by the Superintendent 
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to make the preliminary arrangements, thus speaks of the results in the 
School Manual for December. 

44 The State Schools have all been held. In these schools, as near as 
we can ascertain, about fourteen hundred teachers have been brought 
together to discuss, and hear discussed, every topic connected with their 
profession, and to drill and he drilled in all the studies of our public 
schools. We have heard from nearly all these schools, and we fear no 
contradiction when we say, they have been highly interesting and profit- 
able to the teachers, and most satisfactory to the citizens who have attend- 
ed them. The universal conviction is, that they have been just the thing 
at present needed in our State. The efforts of the past year, then, will 
be felt in at least fourteen hundred districts of the State. Let it no longer 
be said that Connecticut cannot be waked from her slumbers, or that her 
large fund must necessarily paralyze all efforts for the improvement of her 
public schools. The teachers who have attended these Institutes will 
carry a report of them into three-fourths of the families throughout the 
State; and that report, in ninety-nine cases out of the 'hundred, will he 
in favor of their utility. 

In addition to the labor which the State required of those who conduct- 
ed these conventions, they have given public addresses during each eve- 
ning to large and attentive audiences. In this effort to awaken an interest 
among parents and the citizens generally, they have been assisted by 
gentlemen of the place where they have met, and in several instances the 
question for discussion has been debated with a high degree of animation, 
and has called forth instructive and eloquent speeches. The duties of 
parents in regard to the punctuality and regularity of their children attend- 
ing school ; tbe necessity of a comfortable and convenient house, and a 
healthy atmosphere ; the proper classification of schools in order to give 
teachers time uot only to hear scholars say their lessons, but to drill them 
in the study ; the importance of the highest possible degree of mental and 
moral cultivation to all the citizens of our Republic ; the subject of school 
government, including the use of the rod, and the motives proper to be 
held out to induce children to study and obey; the qualifications necessary 
for school teachers, and the value of a special training for the profession, 
including the question of a Teachers' Seminary, are some of the topics 
which have come up at the evening discussions. 

Reading, spelling, writing, drawing, music, geography, arithmetic, 
grammar, punctuation, pronunciation, and various general exercises for 
the school, have occupied the hours of the day. The teachers, for the 
time being, have assumed the position of scholars ; thereby giving an 
opportunity to illustrate the best methods of conducting the studies of 
the school." 



NEW YORK. 

The State Superintendent (Hon. Samuel Young) of Common Schools, 
in his Annual Report to the Legislature, in January, 1844, thus intro- 
duces the subject of Teacher's Institutes. 

« Sine* the appointment of county superintendents, and under their influence, new 
and voluntary associations called " Teachers* Institutes/' have been organized in sev- 
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eral of the counties, from which great improvement has resulted- The first of these 
institutions was established two years ago under the auspices of the superintendent of 
Tompkins county. A teacher of thirty years' experience (Salem Town, A. M.) has 
attended the sessions of several of these voluntary associations, and communicated to 
them not only the lights of his long practical knowledge, but also the benefits of his 
ample scientific attainments. In a communication from him to this department, 
which is herewith transmitted, the course of discipline and instruction pursued in 
these Institutes is clearly explained. It will be seen that Mr. Town, at the three 
sessions which he has attended, has aided in imparting instruction to four hundred 
and thirty-six teachers, of whom two hundred and sixty-six were females and one 
hundred and seventy males. By thus associating together for two or three weeks in 
the year, the teachers of a county may communicate to each other every improvement 
within the knowledge of any one of them : and by listening to lectures, and submit- 
ting themselves to the regular discipline of a school, may augment their scientific 
knowledge, and make great acquisitions in the theory and practice of teaching. 

" Poorly as teachers are usually paid, they deserve great credit for the sacrifices of 
both time and money, to which they thus voluntarily submit, in attending these asso- 
ciations. And strongly impressed with the utility of such associations in the ad- 
vancement of educational knowledge, I -earnestly recommend to the Legislature the 
passage of a law by which the sum heretofore appropriated to sustain teachers' depart- 
ments in academies — a system which has to a great extent been a failure — shall be 
applied in equal portions among the Teachers' Institutes, which cmy be organized 
and maintained for at least two weeks in each year, in the several counties in this 
State." 

The following extract from the Report of the Tompkins County Su- 
perintendent (J S. Denman, Esq.) of Common Schools, to the State Su- 
perintendent, in the autumn of 1S43, gives the earliest notice of the first 
of this class of meetings which was held in the State of New York, 
where they have since proved the most efficient and popular instrument- 
ality in the improvement of common schools. Mr. Denman had, in 
October 1842, called the attention of the " Tompkins County Teacher'* 
Association" to the importance of establishing an Institute for the 
teachers of the county. 

" The first Teachers* Institute in the State, and probably in the world, was opened 
at this place on the fourth day of April, 1S43, under the management of the county 
superintendent, who had employed as instructors the Hon. Salem Town, Rev. David 
Powell, and Prof. James Thompson, men of profound erudition, and eminent ability. 
Twenty-eight teachers were in attendance, and received instruction daily for a term 
of two weeks, in the best modes of governing, and teaching the various common 
branches, (which necessarily included a critical review of those branches,) and were 
instructed in the analysis of the English language, vocal music, and other branches 
not heretofore usually taught in common sohools. At the close of the term, they left 
the institute highly pleased and much benefitted ; and I am happy to say, having sub- 
sequently visited schools taught by several of the members of the institute, that the 
most approved methods of teaching adopted and recommended at the institute, have 
been very successfully introduced in most of the schools taught by those who were 
members ; and having previously visited schools taught by teachers who attended the 
institute, and whose schools I have subsequently visited, it gives me great pleasure to 
be able to state, that their schools during the past summer have been conducted from 
fifty to one hundred per cent, better than formerly. 

" During the present autumn several institutions have been opened in different 
sections of the State, and resolutions have been passed in other counties, commend- 
ing them to the consideration of teachers and others. At the Cayuga County Insti- 
tute, which was opened at Auburn on the third day of October, and continued a term 
of two weeks, upwards of two hundred teachers were in attendance. Having been 
present a portion of the term and witnessed the exercises, and having since learned 
from £. G. IStorke, Esq., the efficient superintendent of that county, of the favorable 
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close of the institute, I have no hesitation in saying that the result was far more fa- 
vorable than could have been anticipated by its most sanpifine friends. The intelli- 
gence and upright deportment of the class in Cayuga, is highly creditable to the 
county, and the zeal with which they entered on the exercises of the institute is truly 
commendable to them as teachers. An institute was opened in Rochester in October 
last, for a term of five days, and one in Wyoming county for a term of ten days, but 
of the result 1 have not been informed. I have heard that institutes have been opened 
in other counties, but have no direct information. The institute in this county was 
re-opened at this place, on the tenth day of October last, and continued a term of 
three weeks. One hundred and twenty-nine teachers were in attendance during the 
term, and in addition to the instruction given in the spring, they were instructed in 
the mensuration of all superficies and solids, attended to lectures on mental philoso- 
phy, history, &c. 

" At these institutes, young and inexperienced teachers mingle with those who 
have had years of experience, the best teachers in the county are usually in attend- 
ance, and in some cases married men from thirty to fifty years of age have been regu- 
lar attendants. Having thus far spoken of the origin and progress of teachers' insti- 
tutes, 1 shall now speak of the prospects of their future usefulness. First, they will 
supply a place in the education of man which has hitherto been vacant In the 
schools of different grades, from the common school to the college, a knowledge of 
the sciences and much other valuable information can be obtained ; but in none of 
them is the art of teaching made a branch of study. 

********** 

" The art of teaching will be treated of in such a manner that those attending will 
pursue the same plan, thus reducing teaching to a system which will be uniform 
throughout a county at least, and by this means correcting, to a considerable extent, 
one of the greatest evils in common schools which has ever resulted from the fre- 
quentVhange of teachers who heretofore have pursued an entirely different course, 
but who will hereafter pursue the same system. 

" As the institute will be attended with but little expense, many who have been 
educated in the common school or by the domestic fireside, who have heretofore, for 
want of means, been unable to avail themselves of any other instruction, will attend, 
compare views, and become acquainted with the plans pursued by others ; the expe- 
rience of each will become available to all, and thus many new ideas of the sciences 
and art of teaching will be obtained ; teachers whose opportunities have been limited 
will mingle with those whose advantages have been good, from the location of the 
institute ; the rust of the backwoodsman will be worn away by mingling for a time 
with the most intelligent and refined citizens of the county; and teachers will not 
hereafter exhibit that want of refinement which has ever been visible in many of that 
class, and brought burlesque and ridicule on the whole profession. 

" Teachers will become acquainted and enter into the feelings and sympathies of 
each other, and hereafter will labor to assist and support each his brother, which is 
the opposite of what they have formerly done. Teachers will here discover that 
there is much for them to learn ; they will be directea in a proper course of self-cul- 
ture, and stimulated to prosecute their studies with increased zeal. Teachers will 
be convened at times just preceding* their commencing school, and as the institutes 
will be under the management of those who are best acquainted with the wants of 
the schools, such instruction will be given as can be made most beneficial ; county su- 
perintendents will be enabled to hold up the absurd practices of many teachers in 
such a light as to cause them to be shunne«l by all, and through their instructors, pre- 
sent the most approved methods of teaching in such manner as to induce all to accept 
them : and finally, any improvement which it may be thought advisable to introduce 
into common schools, such as new methods of teaching, branches of study, &c, can 
be better introduced through the medium of institutes than in any other way hereto- 
fore adopted. Through the medium of teachers' institutes, and in no other way yet 
devised, the influence of able and efficient instructors can easily be brought to bear 
upon all the schools in the State." 

Prior to the holding of the Institute described in the foregoing extracts, 
Mr. Stephen R. Sweet had suceeded in establishing at Kingsboro, in Ful- 
ton County, New York, a " temporary Normal School/' which was 
opened on the 6th of September, 1842, and continued in session eight 
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•weeks, at a charge of $3 for the term, or fifty cents per week. The cir- 
cular put forth by Mr. Sweet, states, among other things, that 

" The school is designed to afford gentlemen and ladies an opportunity to qualify 
themselves for teaching, and offers peculiar inducements to those who intend to teach 
common schools during the ensuing winter. 

" The mutual system of instruction will be adopted as far as possible, and frequent 
discussions will be held on the best mode of teaching and governing schools. 

'* Teachers who wish to become acquainted with improved methods of instruction, 
will be greatly benefitted by spending what time they can at this institution, though 
it should be but a few weeks." 

An account of this school, while in progress, was communicated to the 
State Superintendent by Mr. Sprague, the Deputy Superintendent, and 
published in the appendix to his Annual Report for 1842. The follow- 
ing is an extract : 

" Forty students entered their names as scholars, and the number has since in- 
creased to between sixtV"and seventy; with a prospect of some more before the close 
of the school. There are 23 females, most of whom, with the male students, are in- 
tending to qualify for teaching. The majority have had some experience in teach- 
ing, and several have made it a profession for several years past. This I consider an 
interesting and important fact, because it shows that temporary Normal Schools will 
call together actual teachers, and those too, who would teach, if no special efforts 
were made for their imporovement. 

41 The school opens at 9 o'clock A. M. by reading the Scriptures, and prayer. A 
general exercise follows on arithmetic, consisting of lectures and demonstrations from 
the blackboard, by the principal and students in turn. Lectures have been given by 
the students on notation, numeration, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
the denominate numbers, reduction and fractions; and a course of lectures has been 
given by the principal on ratio and proportion, with a practical application to the 
rule of three direct, inverse and compound rule of three. In addition to this exercise 
in arithmetic, the whole school is divided into four classes ; each class spending one 
half hour per day in the solution of problems on a blackboard and in reading, the 
teacher telling how to solve them, and the reason of their operation. 

" Particular attention is given to the principles of arithmetic and its practical ap- 
plication to the business of life. There are two classes in algebra and two in natural 
philosophy. Algebra has had a tendency to withdraw the attention of the students 
from the elementary branches; consequently less attention will be given to this 
branch during the remainder of the term. 

" The whole school is exercised daily in linear drawing, including most of the 
figures in geometry. 

'* Considerable attention has been given to penmanship, but not as much as its im- 
portance demands. An accomplished writing master, Horace E. Smith, Esq., of this 
county, has been engaged to teach this art, which will claim special attention during 
the term. 

" The students are required to recite regular lessons in geography, taking their reg- 
ular turn in hearing the recitations. Then follows a general exercise of the whole 
school, called classifying, or in other words, repeating in concert, and repeating 
twice, the names of the different States and Kingdoms of the world, with their capi- 
tals, the oceans, seas, gulfs, bays, principal lakes, rivers &c. The exercise is very 
interesting and profitable, as students will gain a knowledge of the names and situa- 
tions of places much sooner in this way than any other with which I am acquainted. 
This exercise is followed by a lecture on the globe. 

" In English grammar, the females constitute one class ; the males another : and 
about three-quarters of an hour every day has been occupied by each class in parsing, 
correcting false syntax, &c. Then follows a general exercise of the whole school, 
consisting of lectures by the students alternately, parsing difficult sentences, correct- 
ing grammatical errors which occur in daily conversation, with discussions on dis- 
puted points in grammar. One composition a week is required of every student, 
which is corrected by the principal in the presence of the writer. 

" The whole school exercise daily upon the sounds of the letters and the principles of 
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orthography. Great attention is given to elocution and reading. In addition to a 
daily exercise in concert by the whole school in recitation including the elementary 
sounds of the English language, difficult specimens in articulations and the best and 
most difficult pieces in our language: five students declaim every day, so that each 
young gentleman has an opportunity to declaim several times during the term. The 
exercises are intended to cultivate and improve the voice, train the organs of speech, 
improve the articulation, pronunciation and taste of the pupil. The classes are re- 
quired to define the most important words in their lessons, and much care is taken to 
have them understand the meaning of what they read, and to convey the meaning in 
the most agreeable manner, to others. Attention is given to the grammatical and 
rhetorical pauses, emphasis, quantity and quality of voice, and every thing neccessary 
to enable the pupil to read with beauty, force and variety. I have never known greater 
improvement made in the above particulars in so short a time, than has been made at this 
school. The principal is very particular to have the students convey their ideas cor- 
rectly and in a distinct manner. Interesting discussions are held upon the best modes 
of teaching the several branches, &c. The school has attracted much attention, and 
I am satisfied that if nothing happens to mar our prospects, the result will answer the 
expectations of Mr. Sweet, myself, the students and the public generally, and will 
prove an efficient aid in bringing about a reform in the common schools of our county ; 
and if the same plan can be carried out in other counties, a complete and thorough 
reform will be manifest throughout the State." 

At the close of the school a teachers' association for the county was 

formed, and the following resolution was adopted : 

" Resolved, That a system of temporary Normal Schools would be an efficient aid 
in producing the so much desired reform in our common school system, and the late 
Kingsboro Normal School, under the charge of Mr S. R. Sweet, has been productive 
of results that will tell favorably upon the county of Fulton and education generally." 

In his introductory address, Mr. Sweet exclaimed " that the county 
bearing the name of Fulton shall be the favored spot to put into opera- 
tion a nobler and more powerful engine, than that of steam, to elevate the 
character of our common schools." 

We have before us the catalogues and proceedings of more than fifty 
Teachers' Institutes held in the State of New York, all of which contain 
an expression of opinion on the part of the members and 'others, of the 
utility of this class of meetings. We extract the following from the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting in Otsego County : 

" The beneficial results arising from these institutions, when well sus- 
tained and properly conducted, are palpable to the most casual observer; 
and of their utility as a means of elevating and improving the character 
of our Common Schools, there cannot exist a reasonable doubt. Their 
influences are already extensively felt in this county and throughout the 
State; and in a majority of the counties, Teachers' Institutes are regu- 
larly organized, annually or semi-annually, with the most triumphant 
success. They constitute the principal agencies through which the bene- 
fits of the State Normal School are to he diffused among the people, and 
invigorate the whole school system. The county pupils meet the teach- 
ers of the several counties in County Institutes assembled from every town 
and section of their county, and in the consequent interchange of senti- 
ments and opinions, impart to the teachers of the county all that is val- 
uable in the improved methods of teaching and conducting elementary 
instruction, as developed and illustrated in the Normal School by the 
most enlightened practical educationists of the age. 
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" Hitherto these Institutes have been sustained entirely by the vol- 
untary contributions of the teachers themselves, many of whom, especially 
the females, receive so small a compensation for their services as to ren- 
der it a very onerous tax upon them, to defray all tbe expenses incident 
to attendance upon the Institutes. And as the public are to participate 
largely in their benefits, we deem it important and just, in order to sus- 
tain this connecting link between the State Normal School, so insepara- 
bly connected with the success of both, that an appropriation be made by 
the State to each county to defray the expenses of the Boards of Instruc- 
tion and Lecturers and all the incidental expenses of the Institutes, leav- 
ing the teachers to bear no other burthen than the loss of their time and 
the payment of boarding expenses : therefore, 

" Resolved, That we will use all reasonable measures to procure from the Legisla- 
ture an appropriation out of the « unappropriated surplus of the School Fund, set 
apart for literary purposes,' to aid in defraying the expenses of Teachers' Institutes in 
every county of the State." 

After an experience of their utility for five years, during which period 
they have been held in every county in the State, and in many counties, 
every year, and some years twice a year, for that period of time, and 
after repeated recommendations of their claims by the State Superin- 
tendent to the aid of the State, the Legislature, in November last, passed 
an act in their behalf. By this act a sum not exceeding sixty dollars an- 
nually to any one county, is appropriated for the use and benefit of 
Teachers' Institutes in the several counties — whenever said Institutes 
shall have numbered fifty members in all counties with upwards of 
thirty thousand inhabitants, and of thirty members in counties with less 
than thirty thousand inhabitants, and shall have continued in session at 
least ten working days. Each Institute to be under the management of 
a committee consisting of three Town Superintendents, appointed by the 
clerk of the county in which it is held. 

We close this notice of the Institutes in New York with a letter from 
Mr. Page, the accomplished Principal of the State Normal School, pub- 
lished in the December number of the District School Journal. 

"* Mr. Editor — Having spent the autumn vacation of our school in trav- 
elling among the Teachers' Institutes, I am not unwilling to comply 
with your request that I should furnish for your excellent Journal " some 
account of what I have done and what I have seen." 
• First, with regard to what I have done, I have but little to say, es- 
pecially if you refer to the quality of the labor performed. If you de- 
sire to know the quantity, 1 may say that 1 have travelled some 1600 
miles, — have visited Institutes in eleven different counties of the State, in 
tW order in which they are mentioned, viz. : Madison, Erie, Chautauque, 
Herkimer, Schoharie, Delaware, Chenango, Onondaga, Wayne, Living- 
ston, and Oneida. In these eleven Institutes I have met something more 
than one thousand of the teachers of the common schools, and have had the 
privilege of lecturing to them to the number of forty-seven times. In 
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most of the places where I have been I have also addressed the citizens 
od their " Relations to the School and the Teacher." In addition to this 
1 have partaken largely, but with a grateful heart, of the unbounded 
hospitality which has every where been extended to me, — have recipro- 
cated, as far as I was able, the kindness, and confidence evinced towards 
me by the teachers, superintendents and citizens wherever I have been ; 
and have returned to my home cheered and encouraged for the winter's 
duties ; and, I am happy to add, now that I have recovered from the fa- 
tigue and excitement of long speaking and laborious riding, I find I have 
very much improved my health. Thus much for what I done. 

Secondly, what have I seen ? I have seen at every turn, new demon- 
stration that " New York is a * great State,' " — great in extent of terri- 
tory, great in its resources, great in its enterprize, great in its progress, 
great in what it has done for the advancement of education, and great in 
the abundant room there is to do still more. I have seen in most of the 
counties visited a very commendable interest manifested in the cause of 
education, and in some of them an enthusiasm beyond my expectation. 
I have seen in some of the counties fifty, in others one hundred and fifty, 
and in one, Chautauque, one hundred and seventy-jive of the teachers of 
common schools, gathered together for the purpose of improving them- 
selves in their important calling. Yes, 1 have seen — and it was an 
affecting sight — I have seen the rare spectacle, (rare I mean for any 
other class but that of the teacher,) of the employed in a calling as yet 
but poorly paid, meeting together by hundreds, at their own expense of 
time and money, to consult upon the best methods of interesting their 
employers in the very work which most of all things should claim their 
spontaneous zeal, viz. the education of their own offspring. Why should 
it be necessary, thought I, as one evening I listened to a discussion as to 
the " best mode of enlisting the interest and co-operation of parents,'' 
why should it be necessary to incite parents to a duty so manifestly in- 
cumbent upon them ? Why should parents, who have voluntarily as- 
sumed the relation and responsibility of parents, need to be excited to a 
work they cannot innocently neglect ? And I began to inquire why it is 
that the teachers, unlike any other class of employed persons, should col- 
lect themselves in bodies of this sort to spend a portion of their scanty 
earnings and their precious time, to fit themselves to do their work more 
successfully? Who ever heard of mechanics, or workmen, or clerks, or 
any other class of employed persons taking such measures to improve 
themselves, and to promote the interest of their employers ? Who, in- 
deed, ever heard of a Parents' Institute ? The answers to these ques- 
tions speak volumes for the teachers of our State. They show that they 
are not content to plod on in the beaten path of the dusty past, but that 
they are mindful that Excelsior is indeed " emblazoned on the arms of 
the Empire State." I have seen among^the teachers themselves generally 
a very commendable enthusiasm. This indeed might be expected ; for none 
but those who have an interest in their work will come together for a pur- 
pose like this. Those who have no desire to improve themselves for their 
duties, will of course remain away from such gatherings. 

I must, in justice to the teachers of the State, say that I have also seen a 
large share of intelligence among them. In all of their Institutes, — while 
it was apparent there were many very young teachers with very limited 
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qualifications to take charge of the training of the immortal mind, and 
many others who were more advanced in age without the requisite knowl- 
edge of what to teach, and under whose guidance the children must be 
imperfectly instructed, — still there were very many whose attainments 
and views of teaching would do honor to any State, and whose ser- 
vices would be a blessing to any district ; men and women of enlarged 
minds and mature experience, and evidently pervaded with a sense of 
the greatness of their work. 

I have seen a great diversity in their manner of conducting the various 
Institutes. < In some there was efficient organization, systematic instruc- 
tion, and consequently an all-pervading interest among the members. In 
others the organization, if there was any, was cumbrous, and the exer- 
cises were not arranged with reference to a grand result, but came up at 
the extemporaneous suggestion of circumstances, and of course there was 
a painful listless ness among those in attendance. While on this point, I 
may add, I have seen the vast importance of having these Institutes well 
conducted. So far as my observation has extended, those Institutes have 
been most useful, in which some competent practical teacher has been 
engaged as Principal, and clothed with full power to lay out the work in 
his own way. In an Institute as in a school, it very much impedes the 
free action of the machinery, to have the power transmitted through too 
many hands, — and I have usually observed considerable friction where 
all the arrangements were to be brought out through the agency of a 
committee. In my honest opinion, it would generally be far the best 
policy to commit the whole management of an Institute to some compe- 
tent person, (if he was neither author nor agent of some school book, so 
much the better,) and then allow him to throw the whole weight of his 
character, and the whole sum of his ingenuity into it, and hold him re- 
sponsible for the results. He would of course need assistants, and usually 
those who are competent could be found in every county. 

From what 1 have seen, I judge that a crisis has come in the history 
of Institutes in this State, — and they are hereafter to stand or fall, ac- 
cording as they are conducted. The teachers can not afford to " spend 
their money for that which is not bread, and their labor for that which sat- 
isfieth not" and they will not come together many times, unless proper 
instruction is provided for them. Those who have this matter in charge 
would do well to make judicious and seasonable provision for competent 
instruction before they publish the call for an Institute, — and 1 can not 
too earnestly enjoin upon all such, strict honesty in their announcements, 
for if they advertise the names of gentlemen whom they have no reason 
to expect will attend, just for the purpose of calling together a larger 
number of teachers, they will very justly call down upon their own heads 
the indignation and rebuke of the parties imposed upon. I must be al- 
lowed to add, that I have learned, to my extreme mortification, that in 
two or three counties my own name has been thus used, in cases w^here 
I had not given the slightest encouragement that I could be present, and 
in one instance where 1 had not even been invited. Institutes can not 
be sustained by such measures. 

In conclusion, I may say, I have on the whole seen nothing to dimin- - 
ish, but much to strengthen my convictions of the utility of Teachm' 
Institutes, provided they are ably conducted and confined to their legiti- 
mate objects. They are exposed to dangers and abuses, — but only to such 
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as may with prudence be averted. Perhaps one of the most threatening 
dangers is, the belief recently expressed by a few men of but limited 
practical knowledge in educational affairs, that these Institutes with their 
sessions of ten days in a year, may become the substitutes for schools for 
more thorough training ; and that boys and girls may escape the drudgery 
of study in the academies and higher schools, in the patient acquirement 
of what to teach, and by rushing through a ten days 1 session in an In- 
stitute may come forth perfectly qualified to act as teachers of the young. 
This notion, visionary as it manifestly is, is destined to be pressed upon 
public attention, and the true friends of education are to decide how far 
such a vagary shall find currency in the community. 

The true object of a Teachers 9 Institute is to refresh the memories of 
those who are about to engage in teaching, as to the things they have 
before, learned, by means of hasty reviews of the branches to be taught; 
to impart to them, in as brief a time as possible, such practical hints, 
with reference to teaching, as experience may suggest ; to breathe into 
them, as far as may be, the spirit of their calling ; to enkindle in them 
aspirations of a true professional feeling, and to enlighten them, as far as 
it can be done in a limited time, upon the best methods of school govern- 
ment and school arrangement. With this object in view, and with judi- 
cious care in conducting the exercises in them, 1 most sincerely believe 
Teachers' Institutes will be one of the valuable instrumentalities in ele- 
vating the profession of a teacher ; and I rejoice that the Legislature has 
granted an appropriation to alleviate the burdens of the teachers in sus- 
taining them. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to return my most sincere thanks to all those 
persons who so cordially welcomed me to their respective counties, and 
who spared no pains to render my stay with them both pleasant and in- 
structive to me. May all those teachers who endeavored to improve 
their qualifications for their work by attending the Institutes, ever re- 
member that " Heaven helps those who help themselves ;" and may the 
blessing of God abundantly crown their labors with success. 

D. P. PAGE. 

State Normal School, Nov. 17, 1847. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Secretary of the Board of Education in Massachusetts, was ena- 
bled, by the donation of one thousand dollars from Hon. Edmund D wight, 
to demonstrate the utility of this class of meetings, by holding four Insti- 
tutes in different sections of the State, in the autumn of 1846, an account 
of which was given in his Ninth Annual Report, and which was copied 
into the Extra Journal, Vol.. I, p. 91. The Legislature, in the following 
year, placed twenty-five hundred dollars a year at the disposal of the 
Board of Education, to defray certain expenses incident to this class of 
meetings. Mr. Mann thus speaks of those which were held in the au- 
tumn of 1847. 
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" In pursuance of the liberal provisions, made by the Legislature, at its 
last session, for Teachers' Institutes, six of those interesting meetings 
have been held. Owing to the lateness of the day when the act was 
passed, it was found impossible to hold any Institute before the time 
usually assigned for opening the summer schools. The six, therefore, 
which have been held, were all held during the long vacation which in- 
tervenes between the summer and winter schools. As the Institutes 
were required by law to remain in session for a period not less than ten 
working days, and as a day must be allowed both for going and returning, 
each one would take a fortnight. Six Institutes, then, successively and 
continuously held, would occupy three months, which, being a longer 
period of time than intervenes between the summer and winter schools, it 
was found necessary to overlap them ; — to begin a second Institute before 
the previous one had closed. I attended all of them in person, and spent 
as much time at each, as this unavoidable arrangement would allow. 
The 'aggregate number of members was between four and five hundred.' 
As a very general rule, the members appeared deeply interested in their 
work, and laudably anxious to reach a higher degree of fitness for their 
arduous and responsible office. 

More females than males attended. This was true of each of the In- 
stitutes. 

No special measures were adopted in order to institute a comparison 
between the sexes, as to their relative attainments. In orthography, 
however, on comparing the number of words misspelt by the young men 

and the young women, — 'the words put out to both being the same, it 

was found that the errors of the former were about thirty-three per cent, 
more than of the latter. 

One advantage of the Institutes, which, so far as I know, was not anti- 
cipated by any one, but which has been beautifully exemplified in prac- 
tice, is the means which they afford for introducing singing into our 
schools. An instructor in vocal music has attended all the meetings, and 
has been able, in the majority of cases, to impart such a degree of rudi- 
mentary knowledge as will enable its recipients to introduce vocal music, 
or rote-singing, into their schools. Opportunities are thus afforded for 
supplying a great and long-neglected defect. 

The general course of instruction and management was substantially 
the same as that pursued last year, and detailed in my Ninth Annual 
Report. Repetition is unnecessary." 

In his summary of the school system of Massachusetts, in his Tenth 
Annual Report, Mr. Mann thus speaks of Teachers' Institutes. 

" 186. Teachers' Institutes are assemblies of teachers, of one or of 
both sexes, for the purpose of being taught. In other words, a Teachers* 
Institute is a school composed of teachers and of persons intending to be- 
come such, who assemble to spend a longer or a shorter time together 
for the purpose of improvement in the art of teaching. The duration of 
the meeting is not fixed. It is longer or shorter, according to the ability 
and zeal of the members. It is not known that any one has been held 
for a shorter period than one week. Some have continued six weeks. 
As an instrumentality adapted to the improvement of teachers at large, 
Institutes were first introduced in the State of New York. They are now 
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held in various States, — New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and perhaps others. 

187. Massachusetts was the first State to afford Legislative encourage- 
ment to Teachers' Institutes. The sum of twenty- five hundred dollars a 
year is placed at the disposal of the Board of Education, to defray certain 
expenses incident to this class of meetings. Stat. 1846, ch. 99, § 3. 

188. Whenever " reasonable assurance" is given to the Board, that a 
number of teachers of Common Schools, not less than seventy, shall de- 
sire to assemble for the purpose of forming a Teachers'* Institute, and to 
remain in session for a period not less than ten working days, the Board, 
by a committee, or by their Secretary, or, in case of his inability, by such 
person or persons as they may delegate, are to appoint a time and place 
for a meeting, make suitable arrangements therefor, and give due notice 
thereof. Stat. 1846, ch. 99, § 1. 

189. The Board or their committee or appointee, must engage teach- 
ers and lecturers for each Institute they may call ; provide rooms, fires, 
lights, attendance and so forth ; but for these purposes, they are not au- 
thorized to expend on any one Institute, a greater sum than two hundred 
dollars. By a regulation of the Board, the personal expenses of the 
Secretary of the Board, incurred in calling and attending the Institutes, 
maybe defrayed from said sum of two hundred dollars ; but no allowance 
is made for his services. lb. § 2. See 139, 140. The personal expenses 
of the members for travel, board and so forth, are to be defrayed by them- 
selves. 

190. The committee of the Board, its Secretary, or, in his absence, the 
person appointed by them, or him, stands in the same relation to the In- 
stitute in which a teacher stands to his school. 

191. The instruction at the Institutes is designed to be of such a char- 
acter as shall furnish a model for Common School exercises, although the 
former will naturally partake more of the oral method than the latter. 
Owing to the shortness of the time during which the Institutes are held, 
they can do but little besides giving some practical skill, — some know- 
ledge of the art of teaching. For a mastery of principles, or an indoc- 
trination into the science of teaching, the Normal Schools must be the 
main and the only unfailing reliance, in any system of Common Schools. 

192. The evenings of the session are usually occupied by debates, or 
by lecturers who treat of any of the important topics embraced in the 
vast range of Common School interests." 

OHIO. 

The Secretary of State, Hon Samuel Galloway, in his Report on the 
Common Schools of the State, for the year 1846, commends the estab- 
lishment of Institutes to the attention of the Legislature and the people. 

" The most approved and efficient plan for elevating the profession of 
teachers, is the establishment of Normal Schools. This is an institution 
which characterizes advanced educational effort and improvement, and 
can only vigorously thrive in popular governments, where abundant 
means and a high degree of general intelligence prevail. When subordi- 
nate and more necessary agencies have succeeded in inculcating upon 
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the public mind enlarged and correct views of the nature and benefits of 
full intellectual and moral cultivation, then this higher instrumentality 
may be added, and it will become a similarly appropriate relation to a 
highly improved system of education, that the locomotive and steamship 
do to the extended business, enterprise and resources of a high state of 
civilization. It is unnecessary to discuss the utility of seminaries for 
teachers, or to indulge enthusiasm by a description of the advantages be- 
stowed upon public schools in Prussia, Holland, Switzerland, or other 
lands, where the experiment has been fully tested. We are not ready, 
pecuniarily or intellectually, for their adoption. The most practicable 
and economical mode of securing these benefits in a limited degree, would 
be, to provide a special department in our colleges and higher institutions 
of learning, for the education of teachers. It would certainly be a com- 
mendable measure, if those who preside over our State universities would 
organize such departments, and present inducements to indigent but wor- 
thy men, to qualify themselves as teachers. A measure of this kind, vig- 
orously and liberally prosecuted, would return, in a few years a manifold 
remuneration for the patronage bestowed. 

There is no plan so well calculated, to produce a reform in the charac- 
ter of teachers, as those recent but rapidly extending associations desig- 
nated as "Teachers' Institutes." The prominent object of this institu- 
tion is, to prepare teachers for a full and successful discharge of their du- 
ties. At these meetings, which are usually held semi-annually, and for 
a period of two or three weeks, the teachers form themselves into a 
school, and prescribe regulations, recitations and exercises similar to those 
which ought to exist in well conducted schools ; each teacher in turn 
becomes a learner or preceptor, and this alternate position depends upon 
his inferiority or superiority in a particular department ot study. All 
have an opportunity of exhibiting the extent and variety of their attain- 
ments; and their respective acquirements become common capital, from 
which they may equally draw. Although for their mutual edification 
and advancement, topics of science snd literature beyond the ordinary 
reach of the highest studies in common or private schools may be exam- 
ined, yet special attention is given to those branches which command at- 
tention in their respective spheres of labor. These are critically reviewed 
and analyzed, and all that had been doubtful, difficult and unexplained to 
any, is subjected to the concentrated light of all. Modes of instruction 
and discipline, with their errors and advantages, and varied application 
to temperament, age, sex, condition, and mental and moral peculiarities, 
and all other matters relating to the profession of teaching, are submitted 
to full consultation, advice and discussion. 

Another object contemplated by these " Institutes," is to enlighten 
and concentrate public sentiment. To secure this our public evening 
sessions are held, at which the nature and importance of education, ana 
the duties, obligations and responsibilities of all classes are, by discus- 
sion and lectures, prominently presented and pressed upon public at- 
tention. 

The first of these schools (as they may appropriately be termed,) for 
teachers, was instituted by Henry Barnard, Esq., of Connecticut, in 1839. 
The same plan 6f action which he devised was adopted in Mew York, 
and to an association organized in that State in 1843, Was first given the 
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name of " Teachers' Institute." There are now many organizations of 
this description in the State, at which, semi-annually, from one to two 
hundred male and female teachers attend. They now exist in four of 
the New England States, New York, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. 

The first " Institute' 1 in Ohio was established in Sandusky City, under 
the auspices of Hon. Ehenezer Lane, and other citizens of that place, and 
by the superintendence of Salem Town, Esq., of N. Y., a gentleman of 
enlarged experience in matters of education. 

[Here follows a table, showing the places where ten other Institutes 
were held during the same year.] 

From this table it will be seen that an aggregate of nearly one thou- 
sand have been instructed in these schools. Those who have corres- 
ponded with this department speak in the highest terms of the result of 
the experiment. The following extract from the catalogues of two Insti- 
tutes, indicate the design and sentiments of their patrons. 

' Whereas, we believe that the want of unanimity in opinion among teachers, and of 
uniformity in the method of communicating instruction in schools, is one of the 
greatest defects in the present Common School System in Ohio ; and whereas, we 
believe the practice of assembling teachers, from time to time, for the purpose of 
practical instruction on all subjects connected with teaching and governing schools, 
and giving opportunity for the free interchange of opinion among themselves, and 
the communication of the results of their own experience, would be one of the most 
efficient means for giving an impulse to the cause of education ; therefore, 
" Resolved, That we hail the introduction of Teachers' Institutes into this 
State as the dawn of a new era in the cause of common school education, and that we 
cordially recommend the organization of such Institutes in every county in the State. 
" Resolved, That we recommend to the friends of education to memorialize the Le- 
gislature of the State in favor of endowing Teachers' Institutes, and making them a 
part of the School System of Ohio." — Sandusky City Institute. 

" Resolved, That we hail with unfeigned satisfaction the organization of the 
* Teachers' Institute' in Ohio ; that the success of this Institute has more than realized 
our most sanguine expectations, and that we believe that such schools for teachers are 
eminently calculated to elevate the standard of common school education. — Geauga 
County Institute. 

u Were this same instrumentality extensively adopted in Ohio, it would 
breathe the spirit of a new creation upon our common school system. 
These associations must tend to produce a professional spirit and inde- 
pendence ; an enlarged view of the dignity and responsibility of the 
teacher's vocation ; unity of purpose and harmony of action ; ambition to 
attain the highest standard which may be exhibited by any teacher ; im- 
itation of the best modes of instruction and discipline ; and active co-op- 
eration in all that is calculated to promote general intelligence." 

Recent communications from Ohio speak of the success of this new 
agency in school improvement in the most encouraging terms. The Cat- 
alogue of the Summit County Teachers' Institute, held in Akron, from 
the 25th of October to the 6th of November, includes the names of" 289 
persons who have taught, or are preparing to teach, besides more than 50 
others who were not preparing to teach, but attended for the purpose of 
receiving instruction. Large numbers of spectators attended daily, and 
the evenings were devoted to discussion and lectures on topics connected 
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with the subject of education, in which the large audience were deeply 
interested." Among the resolutions adopted were the following: 

" Resolved, That Teachers' Institutes are well calculated to arouse teachers to a 
proper appreciation of their responsibilities and duties, to such a unity of effort and 
action as will tend to the adoption of a, uniform and proper system of instruction. 

" Resolved ', That this session of the Summit County Teachers 1 Institute has more 
than realized our expectations, and, that we cheerfully tender our sincere thanks to 
the 'Board of Instructors* for the very able and satisfactory manner in which they 
have conducted the exercises of the 'class — also to the presiding officer and other offi- 
cers of the Institute, and to the citizens of Akron for their generous hospitality, and 
that our hearty thanks be tendered to those who have addressed us during the present 
session, and that we only regret our inability to give their several addresses a publica- 
tion for the benefit of community. 

" Resolved, That we will endeavor, while engaged in our several schools, to place 
all matters connected with education in their true light before the public, and that our 
efforts shall demonstrate that we care more for the improvement of those committed 
to our charge than for the remuneration we shall receive for our labors. 

" Resolved, That we recommend th ■• holding of one or two sessions of this Insti- 
tute in 1848, and for this purpose we recommend the appointment of a committee of 
six, whose duty it shall be to decide upon the expediency of holding a session some* 
where in the county in the spring, and if it is decided to hold a session at that time, 
to make all necessary arrangements for said Institute. If there is no session of the In- 
stitute in the spring, it shall be the duty of said committee to make all necessary ar- 
rangements and call an Institute in this place in the fall." 

It is due to Mr. A. D. Lord, (formerly Principal of the Lake County 
Teachers' Seminary, and now Superintendent of the Common Schools of 
Columbus, and Editor of the Ohio Common School Journal,) to say that 
it is mainly through his indefatigable agency, and to his judicious man- 
agement of the early Institutes held in Ohio, that their introduction has 
been so rapid and attended with such beneficial results in that State. 

In the Ohio Common School Journal for September and October, he 
makes the follp wing suggestions respecting the exercises of a well con- 
ducted Teachers' Institute. 

" The best mode of securing to Teachers such an education as the in- 
terests of our youth and the well being of the country require, is. doubt- 
less, through the medium of Normal Schools, or Teachers' Seminaries, 
devoted entirely to this work. But in the absence of such schools, and 
of any adequate provision for their education, the only mode in which the 
present generation of Teachers can be improved, (aside from their own 
unaided efforts for self improvement,) is through the agency of Teachers' 
Institutes. 

The exercises of a well conducted Institute continued for two weeks 
may be divided into three general classes. 

I. A review of the branches usually taught in common schools with 
exemplifications of the mode of teaching and illustrating those branches 
to the different classes of pupils, and of introducing general exercises, and 
instruction in other subjects which should be taught orally in all our 
schools. 

II. Lectures on the classification of pupils, the theory of teaching, the 
duties of the Teacher both as an instructor and an educator, and the best 
modes of governing schools, securing order, regularity in attendance, dili- 
gence in study, propriety in deportment, &c. 

E 
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III. Evening lectures intended to enlarge the views of Teachers, and 
to awaken the community to a more lively and intelligent interest in the 
cause of education. 

The instruction which it is desirable to have given in the first class of 
exercises, may be arranged under the following heads ; first, the English 
language ; second, Arithmetic and its applications ; third, Geography, 
History and the Science of Government ; fourth, Physiology; fifth, Men- 
tal Philosophy. To which it is well to add Vocal Music, if time will 
permit. 

Under the first of these heads, four courses of lessons should be given, 
viz : 1. A course of at least five lessons on the the subject of Reading, 
accompanied by remarks on the mode ot teaching it, and exercises, by the 
class, under the direction of the Lecturer. 2 Lessons on the Elementary 
sounds and the Orthography of our language, accompanied by exercises in 
the utterance of the sounds, in orthographic parsing, and instruction upon 
the best modes of teaching the sounds of the language, and the correct 
spelling and pronunciation of words. 3. Lessons in Etymology, or the 
Analysis of derivative words into their radical parts, prefixes, suffixes, 
&c. 4. Lessons in English Grammar and the Syntactical analysis of the 
language, accompanied by exercises in parsing, and instruction in regard 
to the modes of teaching this science orally to younger pupils. 

Under the second head it is desirable to have three courses of lessons. 
1. Exercises in Mental Arithmetic, and instruction in the best modes of 
teaching it to all classes of pupils. 2. A thorough review of the princi- 
ples of the science of numbers, including a demonstration of the rules, and 
an analysis of all the operations employed. 3. The application of Arith- 
metic to Mensuration, Practical Geometry, &c. 

Under the third head, lessons should be given, 1. Upon Mathematical 
Geography, the use of Globes, the theory of Planetary Motion, &c. 2. 
Upon Physical Geography, the divisions of the earth's surface, the causes 
of climate, of atmospheric and marine currents, the theory of earthquakes 
and volcanoes, and a course of lessons on outline maps. 3. Upon Civil 
Geography, including a description of the manners, customs, religion and 
government of the inhabitants of different countries, to which should be 
added, if possible, something of the History at least, of our own country, 
and a few lessons on the science of Government. 

Under the head of Penmanship, it is desirable to have instruction given, 
1. Upon the mode of teaching the younger pupils to write on slates and 
on the blackboard. 2. Upon the mode of teaching to older pupils the use 
of the pen, and the art of pen-making, and upon the culture of the eye 
and the discipline of the muscles of the hand and arm. 3. Lessons should, 
if practicable, be given in the principles of Linear Drawing, and the ease 
with which the art of drawing outline maps upon the blackboard and the 
slate, and subsequently upon paper, may be acquired, should be clearly 
/ set forth, and the utility of the practice should be urged upon al! Teachers. 

Perhaps there are few branches in which Teachers are more generally 
deficient, and in which pupils take less interest than in penmanship. 
May not this be attributed, mainly, to the neglect of Drawing in our 
schools ? 

In Physiology, beside a definition of the science, and a general descrip- 
tion of the human system and its different classes of organs, it is highly 
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important that a simple and intelligible account should be presented of 
the more important vital functions, including the processes of respiration, 
digestion, circulation, &c, to which should be added a summary of the 
more important laws of health. This is a subject of the highest interest 
to all classes of the community, and it becomes teachers of youth to be 
well acquainted with all the laws of life and health, that they may be 
fully competent to instruct their pupils, and to assist them in the forma- 
tion of such habits as will conduce to health and comfort, and guard them 
against the formation of habits which must inevitably injure health and 
shorten life. 

In Mental Philosophy, it is not desirable to have any discussion of in- 
tricate questions, or disputed points in Metaphysics; but, 1, an intelli- 
gible definition of the science, and a brief description of the nature of the 
human mind, and the more obvious differences between it and the mate- 
rial organization it inhabits, and 2, a correct classification of the faculties 
of the mind, with a description of the office or function of each, and, of its 
appropriate sphere of action, and the proper means for cultivating and 
developing each, of stimulating those which are inactive, and of securing, 
in short, the harmonious development of every faculty and susceptibility 
of our nature. 

Under the second class of exercises the importance of a judicious classi- 
fication of pupils should be clearly set forth ; the advantages to be gained 
by instructing even those learning the alphabet, in classes, the value of 
illustrations on the blackboard, and by means of maps, diagrams and other 
apparatus, and the necessity of frequent reviews of every thing which 
has been studied, should be urged upon the attention of all teachers ; and 
the plan of having all the school, (except perhaps the very youngest 
scholars,) divided into two or three classes for the purpose of attending to 
general exercises in spelling, reading, mental arithmetic, geography and 
other studies, cannot be too strongly recommended, nor can the old prac- 
tice of hearing pupils recite individually, whenever they may have ales- 
son ready, be too strongly reprehended. 

If a proper classification of the powers of the mind has been presented 
in the lectures on mental philosophy, the teacher will readily understand 
that it is comparatively useless to communicate instruction, unless a desire 
for knowledge exists in the mind of the pupil ; that without this all the 
incitement to study will be nearly powerless, and that when this is once 
awakened, it is comparatively easy to give it a right direction, and that 
henceforward the acquisition of knowledge is a pleasure from which the 
pupil can hardly be restrained, rather than a task to which he must be 
urged or driven. The young teacher will thus perceive, that to awaken 
this desire, when it does not exist, should be his first business, and the 
mode of doing this, by imparting life and interest to every exercise, by 
relating anecdotes, by stating and explaining important or curious facts, 
by performing simple experiments, and presenting intelligible illustrations 
of the subjects taught in their several studies, should be exemplified to 
the class. 

In these and other ways, the teacher may be shown that the true way 
of interesting pupils in any study, is to lead them to exercise their own 
minds, to discover truth for themselves ; and that he should do nothing 
for them which they can, by a little aid, do for themselves, that he should 
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not even answer an important question, directly, but, rather by a series 
of questions proposed to the pupil, lead him to a discovery of the true 
answer. 

Teachers may thus be shown the wide difference between teaching and 
educating; that while the mere teacher aims only to communicate a 
given amount of instruction or information, the educator endeavors to 
develop in proper order and proportions, the faculties of the pupil's mind, 
that he communicates instruction, and endeavors to incite to study and 
thought, rather as a means to this end, than as the only object of effort. 
The importance of this distinction, and, of an acquaintance with the fac- 
ulties of the mind and the proper means of developing them, has, hitherto, 
been quite too little appreciated. 

The subject of school government deserves no little attention ; the 
requisites for its successful administration, the objects it aims to accom- 
plish, the means of accomplishing them, the motives to which the teacher 
should, or should not appeal, the influence of different classes of motives, 
the nature of penalties and the objects of punishment, and the natural 
effect or tendency of different modes of governing schools should be fully 
discussed. No person should enter a school, as a teacher, without having 
taken special pains to inform himself on this subject. Till this is done 
we can hardly expect any other result than that more than half of those 
who attempt to* teach, will i fail in government ;' and it is for those who 
conduct Teachers' Institutes to show that this subject needs to be studied, 
that the ability to govern a school is not a gift with which some are born 
and which no others can acquire, but an attainment which all may, by 
the use of proper means, make their own, at least, to some considerable, 
if not, to the same, extent. 

II. The topics suitable to be presented in evening addresses are numer- 
ous, and must of course vary with the circumstances and the place. It 
should be remarked, however, that no prosing lectures on the general sub- 
ject of education, from men who have given little or no attention to the sub- 
ject, will be found useful to teachers. Spirited addresses by sound, prac- 
tical, common sense men, acquainted with the subject on which they 
speak, are always to be preferred, if they can be secured. 

Among the subjects which may be presented with profit, are the follow- 
ing : The importance of making teaching a profession, and of providing 
for the proper education of those engaged in the employment. The 
claims of Common Schools — their wants, and the means of elevating 
them to the rank they should hold — the duty of society and of govern- 
ment in regard to the education of all its youth — the plan of Union 
Schools in villages and densely populated districts — the importance of 
making Physiology and the science of Government, studies in the com- 
mon schools — the moral and religious culture and instruction of the 
young." 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

During the spring and autumn of 1846, Institutes were held in the 
bounties of Cheshire and Hillsborough, which excited much interest, and 
vera attended with very beneficial results. In June of the same year the 
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legislature provided that " any town in the State, at a legal meeting for 
the purpose, may raise, in addition to the amount required to be raised 
therein for the support of common schools, a sum not exceeding five per 
cent, of such amount, to be applied to the support of a Teachers' Insti- 
tute within the limits of the county in which said town is situated." Un- 
der this provision several institutes have already been held, which have 
continued in session during two weeks. Prof Haddock, in his Report 
as Commissioner of Common Schools, for 1847, has the following 
remarks. t 

" The only method of meeting it [the evil of a want of professional 
qualifications in the teachers of the State] even partially appears to me 
to have been devised in the Teacher's Institute. This is a short school 
for the special training of teachers, kept usually from three to four weeks 
in spring and autumn, preparatory to the summer and winter schools. 
An accomplished master of the art of teaching is employed ; persons 
proposing to teach during the following season are invited to meet at 
some convenient place within the county ; a model school is collected 
from the vicinity ; and the theory of school-keeping is discussed in its 
various branches, and exemplified by the future teachers in rotation. In 
this way the best lights of experience are thrown upon the subject, and 
any peculiar felicity of manner, that may happen to be possessed by one, 
is communicated to the rest. During the continuance of the Institute, 
occasional lectures are delivered by distinguished educationists; and at 
the close a public examination is had, with a view to exhibit the results 
to the community around. The success of the experiment thus far more 
than answers the most sanguine hopes of its friends ; and I am induced 
to think, from all accounts, that no single means adopted by us for the 
supply of competent teachers, promises so much. Institutes have been 
in active and efficient operation the last year in Cheshire and Hillsbo- 
rough counties ; and preliminary measures have been adopted for intro- 
ducing them into Rockingham and Strafford. 1 shall be greatly disap- 
pointed, if the Act of the last Legislature, authorizing the towns to raise 
a small sum, annually, for the support of one Institute in each county, 
does not prove one of the most useful and satisfactory measures, at any 
time adopted for the improvement of the Common Schools. 1 trust that 
the experience of the southern counties will encourage all the counties 
of the State to take early measures for securing to themselves the same 
advantages. The expense is trifling ; and the benefits incalculable. A 
single thought suggested to a reflecting teacher, may change his whole 
style of discipline. There are, often, abundant information and excel- 
lent dispositions in persons, who, for want of an hour's instruction, 
hardly know how to open and organize a school. Particular individuals, 
by accident, or some happy thought, have acquired a tact in teaching or 
governing, which instead of being confined to themselves, may by means 
of these institutions for mutual improvement, be communicated to a nu- 
merous circle. Upon subjects on which we have any thing to learn, the 
true way is to agitate, discuss, compare ideas, consult ; it is impossible 
but that bright minds earnestly bent on improvement, will be instructed 
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and stimuli! ted by mutual intercourse. A public sentiment begins to be 
formed on the subject ; the standard of merit is raised : a spirit of profes- 
sional ambition is excited ; and it cannot be long before the best results 
will be realized in an increasing popular intelligence and an elevated 
general morality. 



MAINE. 

The Board of Education in their first Annual Report for 1847, thus 
introduces the subject to the attention of the Legislature. • 

" The subject of Teachers' Institutes has received the particular and 
thorough examination of the Board, and we are unanimous in the opinion 
that their immediate establishment is indispensable to the beginning of 
the reform which the law under which we act contemplates. The details 
of the plan for these Institutes, their object and necessity, are fully set 
forth in the report of the Secretary. We shall not further dwell upon 
the subject, than most earnestly to recommend them to the patronage of 
the legislature. The appropriation asked, is two hundred dollars for each 
county, and the legislature may be assured that the amount appropriated 
will be expended with the strictest economy. The money necessary for 
their support may very properly be taken from the income of the perma- 
nent school fund." 

The Secretary of the Board, Hon. W. G. Crosby, in his Report, urges 
the subject at some length. 

" It is made a part of the duty of this Board, directly, or through the 
agency of the Secretary, to inquire and report upon the advantages of 
Normal Schools, or schools for the education of teachers. A system, 
which provides the means for qualifying the individuals composing any 
one of the various classes or occupations in society for the intelligent and 
faithful performance of their duties, cannot be otherwise than advantage- 
ous to the individual, and the community at large. Of this character is 
the Normal School. Entertaining, as I do, the highest regard for this t 
institution, and believing it to be the most efficient method ever adopted 
for training and qualifying a class of teachers to become the educators of 
the hearts and intellects of the young, yet I cannot refrain from express- 
ing my conviction, that the time for the establishment of such an institu- 
tion in this State, at the public expense, has not yet arrived ; and, should 
a wise course of legislation be adopted and pursued, and the inducement 
of an adequate compensation be afforded to those already qualified, or 
who may hereafter qualify themselves, for the business of teaching, the 
necessity for such an institution may never exist. The demand now is 
for an immediate supply of competent teachers in our public schools, and 
it is too urgent to admit of delay. The questions which pTess themselves 
upon our consideration are, how shall that demand be answered ? and 
from what source shall that supply come ? There are now in our State 
from four to five thousand, who are employed, during some portion tf 
each year, as teachers. In that number are to be found many eminently 
qualified lot the calling, by education and experience ; and a much larger 
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number, of the right material, and possessed of the right spirit, whose 
deficiencies are the consequence, not of a lack of native talent, or a good 
education as men and women, but of inexperience, and ignorance of what 
may with propriety be styled the art of teaching. It is from this source 
that the supply of teachers must come, to meet. and answer the immediate 
demand ; and the instrumentality, by which they are to be fitted and 
qualified to discharge the duties of their calling, acceptably to their em- 
ployers and profitably to the children and youth entrusted to their care, is 
the Teachers' Institute. 

The earliest account of these institutes which I have been able to ob- 
tain, goes back as far as 1839, when a * teachers' class' was convened, 
at Hartford, by the procurement of Henry Barnard, Esq., a distinguished 
friend of the cause of popular education, and now Commissioner of Public 
Schools in the State of Rhode Island. The object of that convention 
was, to adopt his language, * to show the practicability of making some 
provision for the better qualification of common school teachers, by giving 
them an opportunity to revise and extend their knowledge of the studies 
usually pursued in district schools, and of the best methods of school 
arrangement, instruction, and government, under the recitations and lec- 
tures of experienced and well-known teachers and educators.' Teachers' 
Institutes, as now organized and conducted, are regarded as having their 
origin in the State of New York, in the year 1843. Since that time, 
they have been introduced into the States of Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Michigan ; and 
such has been the success attending them, that, in each of the states 
enumerated, their number has been annually increasing. They are 
usually convened in spring or autumn, before, and as preparatory to, the 
summer and winter schools, at such point in each county as will afford 
the greatest facilities for the attendance of teachers, and continue for such 
length of time as circumstances, and the wishes of those present, may 
require. The institutes heretofore held, have varied in length from one 
to six weeks. In Massachusetts, where provision is made by law for 
their support, they are not organized for a less term than ten days, but 
. the limit to which they may extend is not fixed, — this depending upon 
the interest manifested, the wishes and convenience of those in attendance. 
Sessions of the institute are called by the Board of Education, or by their 
Secretary, or by such person as they may designate, and, during their 
continuance, are under the direction of the person appointed, who stands 
in the same relation to the institute in which a teacher stands to his 
school. Skillful and experienced teachers are employed, and, under 
their supervision, the members of the institute are formed into classes, 
and go through the drill and routine of the school-room. Instruction is 
given in the general principles of school government, of discipline, classi- 
fication, and the most approved methods of teaching in the various 
branches usually taught in public schools. In fact, the institute is, for 
the time being, a model school, where the young teachers are presented 
with the living illustration of a school as it should be, — of what each one 
should endeavor to make his own, — and affords to them a practical ex- 
emplification of the principles of government and teaching. It is theory 
reduced to practice. The exercises during the day are interspersed with 
discussions, and the evenings devoted to lectures upon subjects connected 
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with education. The expenses attending an institute consist chiefly of 
the compensation paid to the teachers who attend for the purpose of giv- 
ing instruction, for room rent, fuel, and lights : the lectures are usually 
gratuitous. In Massachusetts, these expenses are defrayed by the state, 
the governor being authorized to draw for the same immediately upon the 
treasurer, but not to an amount exceeding two hundred dollars for the 
expenses of any one institute. In New Hampshire, by virtue of an act 
passed at the last session of its legislature, authority is given to the sev- 
eral towns throughout the state, to raise, at a legal meeting for that pur- 
pose, in addition to the amount required to be raised for the support of 
common schools, a sum not exceeding five per cent, of such amount, to be 
applied to the support of a teachers' institute within the limits of the 
county in which the towns raising the money are situated. Of the prac- 
tical operation of that provision 1 am not yet apprised ; but the uncer- 
tainty attending this mode of raising the necessary funds, the strong prob- 
ability that, under its operation, the expenses would be very unequally 
borne by different towns, render the plan, to my mind, somewhat objec- 
tionable. The existence or duration of so powerful an agency for the im- 
provement of the educational character of teachers of our public schools, 
as the teachers 9 institute, should not be left to chance or caprice. The 
success which has hitherto attended these associations has more than 
realized the most ardent expectations of their friends and founders. Tes- 
timonials to this point are abundant. The committee on teachers 9 insti- 
tutes, in the New York state school convention, held in 1845, commended 
the establishment of them in the strongest terms, and spoke of them as 
' having, during the preceding year, enlightened the head and increased 
the zeal of more than two thousand teachers in the state.' Of the results 
attending an institute held in Cheshire county, New Hampshire, it is 
said, ' that those teachers who attended the institute have almost univer- 
sally been successful in their schools, and those who had taught before 
have had greater success since than previously. They are evidently more 
systematic and thorough in their instructions ; they manifest a deeper 
interest in their work. The interest already awakened in its behalf is 
such, that no fears are entertained that it will not be sustained, — at least 
until something better shall be substituted.' During the past year, six * 
institutes were held in Massachusetts, under the patronage and endow- 
ment of the state; of all of which, the secretary of the board of educa- 
tion of that commonwealth says, in his last annual report, ' that the 
collective expressions of opinion made by the members at the close of 
their several meetings, and the private declarations of those whom I have 
since seen or heard from, give evidence of highly satisfactory results.' 
Of the same encouraging character is all the information which I have 
been able to obtain, in relation to the practical effect of teachers' insti- 
tutes. 

In view, then, of the want, so widely felt, of teachers for our public 
schools more thoroughly indoctrinated in the art of teaching, — of the ne- 
cessity of prompt, immediate action, — and of the beneficial results which, 
I doubt not, would follow from the establishment of teachers' institutes in 
the several counties throughout the state, I would suggest to this board 
the expediency and propriety of memorializing the legislature in their 
behal£ If there is, in reality, a disposition to carry on the great enter- 
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prise wfcieh has jpst bmm «enweaced, to as<Mresafu£i«at» r * T if the state 
would do honor to itself and justice to the children of the peopl*,r-rUie4 
memorial cannot fail to&aeet wilh a favorable reception." 

These, views and facts hail their due weight with the Legislature, and 
the. sum of twenty-si* hundred dollars was appropriated for the encour- 
agement of Teachers' Institutes. Under thi* appropriation aa institute 
has heen held in every county of the state, " several of which have 1 
very large, and all of them very spirited and useful." 



MICHIGAN. 

The first Teachers', Institute in Michigan was. held at Jackson, in Jhe 

autumn of 1840, under the auspices of the Jaokspn County Teachers 9 

Association, and the active exertions of M. M. Baldwin, Esq. h had 

the benefit of Mr. Salem Town's instruction^ and included seventy-nine 

teachers. A second session was held at Spring Arbor in April, 1847, 

which numbered one hundred and ninety-three nembera. At the close 

of the session in AprH the following reeototrent, among others,- was 

adopted. 

Resolved* That we believe Teachers' Institute* tQ be an efficient means of pro* 
rooting the improvement of Teachers, and creating an additional interest in their em- 
ployment; and believe that their introduction into every part of the State viould have 
a direct tendency to elevate Common Schools. '* • 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction (Hon. Ira Mayhew) thus 
speaks on the subject : 

" The nature of Teachers' Institutes and the advantages that would 
result from their general introduction and judicious management— -ad* 
vantages not only to teachers, but to citizens generally — are better un- 
derstood, and there is beginning to be a hungering and thirsting for their 
establishment throughout the State. This anxiety ib not limited to 
teachers. If it were, iny hopes and my expectations would be greatly 
abridged* Persons who hare children to educate ia common schools, 
and many of the most influential citizens of the several counties, are fre- 
quently among those that feel a deep and lively interest in this matter. 

It should be generally understood that the main design of Teachers' 
Institutes is to. impart professional instruction ; to eeosider and discuss 
the best means of interesting and governing children in our primary 
schools, and the most approved and successful methods of imparting in- 
struction in the several branches of study ordinarily pursued therein. 



VERMONT. 

The State Superintendent, (now Governor Eaton,) thus introduces the 
agency of Teacher*' Institutes among the means of school improvement, 
in his Annual Report to the Legislature ia October, 184& 
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«Norm«^ Schools a*e fMgned to be the anxtek Or patterns off « well 
conducted and thoroughly instructed sekoni, h> which teachers are themr 
selves the pupils, and in which they ate art only trained to the beat 
modes of instruction and management of schools, hut also receive thor- 
ough fundamental instruction and acquire that knowledge, which they 
are at the same time learning the most efficient and successful method 
of imparting. The purposes of Teachers' Institutes, Drills, &c, is to 
instruct the teacher in regard, to the proper manner of ordering the gen- 
eral arrangements of the school, of managing and disciplining it, of con- 
ducting its studies, of communicating instruction in regard to other mat- 
ters pertaining to the art of teaching, as distinct from that fundamental 
knowledge, which all would suppose to he necessary by way of prepara- 
tion for such a course of instruction — and which must be previously ac- 
quired by the teacher either in the best of our common schools or in our 
higher institutions. No acquaintance with the beat and most approved 
modes of teaching can eupply a deficiency, here* And this caution may 
be the more necessary , from the faet that Institutes have been already 
spoken of in terms of commendation. While Normal Schools are de- 
signed to cover the whole ground of teaching, and training for the em- 
ptoytitent af teaching, Institutes propose only to attain the latter purpose, 
trusting to the schools already in operation and within our reach, to ac- 
complish the former purpose, so far as they can do it. There can be no 
doubt, that Normal Schools are serving as a most efficient means of form- 
ing thoroughly qualified teachers, especially in the States of New York 
and Massachusetts, And were it not that these institutions, being at- 
tended with greater expense, must be regarded as at present beyond our 
reach, the Superintendent would warmly urge their immediate establish- 
ment in this State. But for the time being, it is believed that reliance 
must and may he placed upon the conjoined agency of Institutes and our 
ordinary means of instruction. Through these, it is believed, we may 
secure a very great elevation of the ordinary standard of qualification." 

During the past autumn several well attended Institutes have been 
held in differentials of the State. We bave before us a Catalogue of 
-the Chittenden County Teacher*' Institute," held at Essex in October. 
There were sixty-two teachers present. • Resolutions were passed declar- 
ing " Teachers' Institutes to be one of the best means by which public 
interest can be awakened to the importance of Common School educa- 
tion," and reeomnsendrng their establishment In evety county. 
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TEACHEftB 1 INSTITUTES IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Rhode-Island was the first state to recognize this new agency in her 
school system, by making it the doty of the Commissioner of public schools 
in the school law of 1845, to establish Teachers 9 Institutes „ where teachers 
and such as propose to teach may become acquainted with the most ap- 
proved and successful method, of arranging the studies and conducting the 
discipline and instruction of public schools.' 9 Au account of;the Institute 
held in 1845, was published in this Journal (Extra) Vol. 1 p. 8. 

The preliminary arrangements for holding Teachers 1 Institutes agreea- 
bly to the plan pursued in 1845, in different parts of the State in the 
months of October and November were made by the Commissioner of the 
Public Schools, but his health being such as to require a temporary sus- 
pension of his official labors, it was thought advisable to hold but one In- 
stitute at Providence. This was undertaken by the Executive Committee, 
with the expectation that the Commissioner would be able to be preseut 
during the session, but his indisposition and other engagements out of the 
State, prevented his return to Providence in season. 

Teachers* Institute at Providence in 1846. 

Agreeably to an invitation from the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction, teachers 
from various partsof the State met in the vestry of the First Baptist Church on Monday 
evening, Nov. 9th. Mr. Kingsbury, President of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruc- 
tion, called the meeting to order, and, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Granger, briefly stat- 
ed the objects of the meeting, and explained the difference between a Teachers' Institute 
and the Institute of Instruction, la the absence of Mr. Giddings, the Secretary, Messrs* 
S. Patterson and A- A. Meader were appointed Secretaries pro tem., and Messrs. Wit-. 
son, Berten, Jenks Mo wry, Rich, and Steere, were appointed a committee of arrange- 
ments. Mr, Kingsbury then gave a lecture upon causes of failure in teaching ; and af- 
ter remarks by Mr. Bishop, the Institute adjourned. 

Tuesday morning, Dr. Alcott of Mass. delivered a lecture on Physiology and the 
means of preserving health. Mr. A. D. Wright of New York gave a practical exercise 
in the elementary sounds of the language. In the afternoon, Mr. A. N. Johnson of Bos- 
tan illustrated the best mode of teaching the elements of vocal musie. In the evening, 
Mr. Bulkley of Albany illustrated his mode of analyzing words and teaching their defi- 
nitions, by toe use of McEiligott's Manual : after which, the subject of neatness in and 
about the school-bouse was discussed by Messrs. Wilson, Farnum, Bishop, and Weeks. 
It was shown by facts and a conclusive course of reasoning, that cleanliness has an im- 
portant bearing upon the health and morals of children. 

Wednesday morning, Mr. Vaill of New York explained the use of his globe, and Dr. 
Alcott continued his remarks upon the best mode of ventilating and warming school- 
room*. In the afternoon, Mr. Wright gave an exercise in reading, and Mr. Goodenow 
explained the merits of his grammer. In the .evening, Mr. Northend of Salem gave a 
lecture on the essential qualifications of teachers i after which the subject of school gov- 
ernment wa* discussed by Messrs, Jenks Mo wry, Thompson, Baker, Bishop, Whitney f 
W. A. Alcott, and A. B. Alcott. 

Thursday morning:, Mr. 3. S. Green of Boston explained his mode of teaching gram- 
majrby the conttnuct ion and analysis of sentences. Mr. White of Providence gave a 
lesson in the rudiments of vocal musks, and Mr. Thompson of New Haven explained his 
method of illustrating the first principles of arithmetic. In the afternoon, Mr. Green gave 
• practical exercise in grammar, Mr. Thompson in arithmetic, and Mr. Wright in the 
utterance of the eJementary aouAqV. In the evening, Mr. Baker gave an exercise in read 1 
ing and oral arithmetic. Messrs Patterson, Harnman, tyUliard, JiortOD, and Weeks 



396 ' TEACHERS' IWiTITUTM. • 

were appointed a committee* on resolution. The subject of tento! government was re* 
sumed and discussed by Messrs. Jenks Mo wry, Keep, HaH, Farnum, Tillinghast, and 
BaJfer. The difficulty and, importance of good government in school was /conceded by 
all the speakers. The teacher must by some means induce good order. What means 
shall he employ 1 was the question ; and the general reply was, that he must adapt his 
means in some degree to the condition of the school and the character of the children. A 
form of government that is successful in one country will not necessarily succeed 
in another, and means that are effectual in one school will not necessarily be effectual 
in another. Mild measures are the best in the school as in the family, when they 
will accomplish the objeet. Kindness, decision, firmness and energy of purpose 
are indispensably requisite to produce good government every where. Physical force 
lies back to enforce alt human laws, and should in school, as everywhere, be used with 
discretion. That sickly sentimentality and mistaken kindness, which would shrink 
from exercising a wholesome restraint upon, children, should be discountenanced as sub- 
versive of all order and progress. ' The pupils should, as Ar as possible; be induced to 
co operate with the teacher in maintaining good government. Remarks were made upon 
the best modes of teaching, by Messrs. Baker. Wilson, Jenks Mowiy, Weeks, Cook, 
Bishop, Angell, Thompson, and William A.- Alcou. 

Friday morning, Mr. Bulkiey gave a practical exercise in etymology by prefixes and 
suffixes, Mr. Thompson in written arithmetic, and Mr, -While in vocal music. Mr. 
Buckley explained his method of teaching Wilson's History .of the United States, and 
also the use of the historical chart. Some measures to be useo by the teachers to secure the 
co-operation of their pupils were suggested and discussed by Messrs. Keep, Perry, Far- 
num, darkness, Bulkiey, arid Winsor. In the afternoon, the subject of the morning dis- 
cussion was resumed, and discussed by Messrs, Farnum y Weeks, Harkrtess, and Sisson. 
Mr. Tillinghast, Principal of the Bridge water Normal School, read a lecture on teaching 
the elementary principles of arithmetic. Mr. Greene, a pupil of Mr. Tillinghast," gave a 
practical exercise in the vowel sounds. Mr. Bishop urged teachers to be faithful and 
conscientious in the discharge of their respective duties. In the evening,- Mr. Greene, as- 
sistant in the Bridgewater Normal School, gave a practical excercise in enunciation.— 
Mr. Tillinghast further explained his mode of teaching the elementary principles of 
arithmetic. Mr. Baker illustrated the usefulness of diagrams, geometrical solids, and 
other visible illustrations in teaching different studies. A discussion followed On the 
means of elevating our common schools, in which Messrs. Caswell, Osgood, Whitney, 
Baker, Sisson, Winsor, Keep, and Weeks, participated. 

Saturday morning, Mr. Thompson conducted an exercise rn arithmetic, and Mr. C. A. 
Greene in enunciation. Remarks were made on school improvements by Messrs. Far- 
num, Aldrich, Baker, Angell, and Perry. Deacon Dexter; one ofthe oldest teachers in 
the State, wished the injunctions ofthe Bible to be remembered, and children to be in- 
structed to respect their superiors in virtue and station, and n be subject unto the higher 
powers." That clause ofthe State law, which provides for the establishment of'one 
permanent Normal School, was suggested as pointing to an important means of eleva- 
ting- our common schools. 

The report ofthe committee on resolutions was read and adopted as follows : 

Having, as we trust, a just appreciation ofthe privileges, which we as teachers of youth 
have enjoyed, and ofthe advantages which we have derived from the numerous, ap- 
propriate and happily diversified exercises ofthe Institute, now about to close, therefore, 

1. Resolced, That the cordial thanks of this body are due to the Rhode Island Institute 
of Instruction for taking measures to hold this Teachers' htstilvJt, and defray the conse- 
quent expenses. Nor would we forget in this connection, to tender oor sincere acknowl- 
edgments to those individuals who nave so generously furnished the mentis to carry out 
this Institute. , 

2. Resolved, That special acknowledgements are due to Messrs. Kingsbury and Bish- 
op, for the able and profitable manner in which they have presided over our meetings and 
directed the various exercises of the Institute. 

3. Resolved, That we feel under great obligations, to those gentlemen who have ap- 
peared before us as instructors and lecturers, for their valuable instruction* and clear and 
interesting illustrations. 

4. Resolved, That our thanks 'are due to the Trustees ofthe F&st Baptist Society for 
th« use of their vestry, and to the Rev. Mr. Granger, for suspending hit usual Wednes- 
day evening service for the accommodation ofthe Institute; 

5. Resoltedy That we tender our thanks to the citizens of Providence for' the interest 
they have manifested in the various ways for the object of our meetings, and particularly 
to those individuals who have opened to us their doors and extended their hospitalities. 

ftwafffurUwr voted that:— < . • 
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Whereas, the improvement of Public Schools in this 8tate<isa subject of vital import- 
ance to the present and coming generations, therefore : 

1. Resolved, That while we acknowledge the deep sense of obligation resting upon 
us, as teachers and educators, and are at times ready to exclaim " who is sufficient Jet 
these things ;" we are yet encouraged by the improved state of public sentiment, to re- 
new our efforts and redouble our exertions to a more full discharge of our duties. 

2. Resoltied, That since we necessarily teach by example as wull as by precept, we 
ought to take special care that our example be worthy of the imitation of our pupils, and 
ourdeportmemt and characters such, as to improve aiid elevate those who come within the 
sphere of our influence. 

3. Resolved, That in our opinion, it is incumbent upon every teacher to devote his 
time and strength to the duties of his profession, avoiding such amusements and pursuits 
as tend to distract his mind and impair his energies. 

4. Resolved, That a periodical devoted to the cause of education is. needed in our State, 
and if such a periodical be hereafter established, we pledge ourselves to use our united ana 
persevering efforts to extend its circulation and promote its usefulness. 

5. Resolved, That for our own improvement and the consequent improvement of the 
schools under our charge, we recommend the formation of Leathers' associations in the 
different towns and counties throughout the State. 

Mr Kingsbury in a brief manner cautioned teachers against hasty changes in their 
modes of instruction and discipline. They should receive hints and suggestions from ev- 
ery source, and decide for themselves upon the practicability of every proposed plan of ac- 
tion. They must exercise common sense, and be sure to work in those ways in which 
they can accomplish the greatest amount of good. David preferred the simple sling, whose 
use be understood, to the heavy armor of Saul, which he had never learned to wield. 

Mr. K. apologized for the deficiencies or irregularities in respect to the arrangement of 
the exercises or the acommodation of teachers. The unavoidable absence of Messrs. 
Barnard and Russell, who were expected, the one to superintend the exercises of the In- 
stitute, and the other to instruct in elocution, was regretted by all. Both were detained 
by severe indisposition. Between two and three hundred teachers were present to parti- 
cipate in the exercises. 

Mr. Bishop gave a few words of explanation ; and Prof. Thompson thanked the In- 
stitute for the courtesy extended towards him. The Rev. Mr. Osgood assured the teach- 
ers that these meetings had been a source of pleasure and profit to the cititens of Provi- 
dence. 

It was Voted, That the editors and conductors of newspapers in the Stale, be requested 
to publish the proceedings of this institute in their respective papers. 

Alsb Voted, That Mr. Perry, of Providence, be a committee to carry the above into 
effect. 

After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Osgood, and singing Old Hundred, the Institue adjourn- 
ed sine die. 

Stlvstsr Patterson, I Secretaries 
A. A. Mbader, } pre. tern. 

The Institute at Providence, as was anticipated, created a good degree of 
interest not only among the teachers present, but in the community. The 
public schools of the city were in session during the week, and many 
teachers from the country availed themselves of this opportunity to wit- 
ness the organization, classification, and methods of government and in- 
struction pursued therein. 

Arrangements havf been made by the school committee of Providence, 
to hold an Institute for the teachers of \he city schools during the vacation 
in February 1848. 
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In continuation of the work begun by Teachers* Institutes* we have found that 
meetings of the teachers of one or more towns, for purposes of mutual improvement 
in their profession, and for the advancement of education- generally, have proved 
highly interesting and useful. In some instances these meetings have been held 
under a town or county organization of the teachers, and in others simply under an 
appointment of the Commissioner, or by arrangement of a few public spirited indi- 
viduals. , 

' Jn addition to the Institutes before described, a meeting of the teachers of Washing- 
ton county was held at Westerly, under the instruction of Mr. Wells and Mr. Russell; 
at Wootisocket, of the teachers of Cumberland, Smithfield, and North Providence, 
under the instructions of Mr. Fowle; and at Pascoag for the teachers of Burrillville 
«p|l Glocester, under the. instruction of Mr. Fowle. The sessions of the first and last 
continued through two days and three evenings, and the second through one day. 
Each meeting was attended by about thirty teachers. 

Arrangements have already been made for holding at least sixty meetings of teach- 
ers, in different party of the State, at all of which the Commissioner will be present, 
or at least secure the attendance of some of the older and more experienced teachers 
of the State. " t 

TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION AT TEACHERS' MEETINGS. 

The daily preparation which the Xeacher should brine; to the school-room. 

The circumstances which make a teacher happy in school. ; 

The requeues of success in teaching. 

Causes ef failure in leaching. 

The coarse to be pursued in organizing a school, 
, The order of exercises or programme <*f recitations. 

The policy of promulgating a code of rules for the government of a school, 
i . The keeping. of registers of attendance and progress. 

The duties of the teacher to the parent* of the children and to scbootaflieerei 
. The opening and elosing exercises of a school. 

Moral and religious instruction and influence generally. 
t Thebeet use of the Bible or Testament in school ( . 

Modes of promoting a love of truth, honesty, benevolence, and other virtues, among 
cbjldrafe 

Modes of promoting obedience to parents, respectful demearibr to elders, and general 
submission to authority. 

\ ftfadeeof securing-cleanliness of person and neatness of dress, respect for the school- 
room, courtesy of tone and language to companions, and gentleness of manners. 
« Modes of preserving the school- house ,and appurtenances from iajury and defacement 
. .Length and frequency of recess. 

' The games, and modes of exercise and recreation to be encouraged during the recess, 
■irsl at intermission. 

.Modes of preventing tardiness, and securing the regular attendance of children at 
'school. 

The government of a school generally. 

The use and abuse of corporeal punishment. 
• The establish went of the teachers' authority in tfcsehooL , 

Manner of treating stubborn and refractory children, and the*policy of dismissing the 
J fcame from school. 

Prizes and rewards. , 

The use and abuse of emulation. 

Modes of interesting and bringing forward dull, or backward scholars. 

Modes of preventing whispering, and communication between scholars in school. 

Manner of conducting recitations generally. 

How to prevent or detect imperfect lessons. 

Methods of teaching generally— such as the monitorial, the interrogative, the simul- 
taneous, the elliptical, the synthetical, the analytical, &c. with illustrations. 
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Methods ef tsaching U» sever*! studies usually introduced into petyic School*— such 



The use, and nature, and formation of numbers. 

Mental Arithmetic. 

Written Arithmetic. 

Spelling. 

Reading. 

Grammar — including conversation, composition, analysis of sentences, parsing, &c 

Geography — including map-drawing, use of outline maps, atlas, globes, &c. 

Drawing — with special reference to the employment of young children, and as pre- 
liminary to penmanship. 

Penmanship. 

Vocal music. 

Physiology— so far at least as the health of children and teacher in the school- room is 
concerned. 

The apparatus and means of visible illustration, used in the schools of different grades. 

The development and cultivation of observation, attention, memory, association, con- 
ception, imagination, dec. 

Modes of inspiring scholars with enthusiam in study, and cultivating habits of self- 
reliance. 

Lessons, on real objects, and the practical pursuits of lite. 

Topics and times for introducing oral instruction, and use the of Lectures, generally. 

Manner of imparting collateral and incidental knowledge. 

The format ion*of museums and collections of plants, minerals, &c. 

Exchange of specimens oi writing, map and other drawings. * 

School examinations generally. 

How far committees should conduct the examination. 

Mode of conducting an examination by written questions and answers. 

School celebrations, and excursions of the school, or a portion of the scholars, to ob- 
jects of interest in the neighborhood. 

Length and frequency of vacations. 

Books and periodicals on education, schools and school systems. 

The private studies of a teacher* 

The visiting of each other's schools. 

Exchange of specimens of penmanship, map and other drawings, minerals, plants, 
See between the different schools of a town, or of different towns. 

The peculiar difficulties and encouragements of each teacher, in respect to school* 
house, attendance, supply of books, apparatus, parental interest and co-operation, 
support by committees, &c. &c. 

The practicability of organizing an association of the mothers and females generally 
of a district or town, to visit schools, or of doing so without any special organization. 



EDUCATIONAL PERIODICALS. 

The following list includes all the Educational Journals which are received regu- 
larly or irregularly at this office. 

The Common School Journal, edited by Horace Mann, Secretary of the Mass*- 
chusetts Board of Education, is published semi-monthly by William B. Eewfa, No, 
1384 Washington street, Boston. Price one dollar a year, payable in advance. 

The tenth' volume commences in January, 1848. 

The District School Journal or the State of New York, edited by Rev. 
William H. Campbell, D. D„ is published monthly in Albany, [John JR. Humphrey, 
Agent,] at fifty cents a year, payable in advance. • • 

The ninth volume commences in April* 1848. ' 

The Teachers' Advocate and Jovrnal aw Edvcattow, edited by Joseph 
M'Keen, and James N. McElliott, is published semi-monthly at Now 5, Beekinan 
•treat. New York* at one dollar a year, 

The Ohio School Journal, edited by Asa D. Lord, is published at Columbus, 
monthly, at fifty cents a year, payable in advance. 

The third volume commences in January, 1848. 



J 



40# UttJCATlONAL JOURNAL. 

Ctfmfow ScHoe* Adt*catx, edited by H. F. Wait, m published •smi-mocthly at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, at one dollar a year, payable in advance. 
The jirjf volume commenced in October, 1816. * 

The Connecticut School Manual, edited by Rev. Merrill Richardson, is pub- 
lished by CaserTiffany & Co., Hartford. Price fifty cents a year, payable in advance. 

The School Friend, published monthly by W. B. Smith, &. Co., No. 58 Main 
street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and sent free of charge to every teacher, school officer, or 
clergyman in the West and South who wishes it Application should be post-paid. 

The Massachusetts Teacher, is the title of a new Journal to be issued on the 
first of January, and published semi-monthly, under the editorial charge of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Massachusetts Teachers' Association, at one dollar a year, 
payable in advance. 



PUBLISHER'S NOTICE. 
The Annual Report of the Commissioner of Public Schools for 1847, 
having been submitted orally to the General Assembly, at the October 
session, will not be printed. The facts embraced in it, will be published 
with the next Report, in which Mr. Barnard proposes to give the history 
And condition of the public schools of each town in the State, with such 
suggestions for their improvement as his knowledge of the schools may 
enable him to make. He will commence the publication of the docu- 
ments referred to in his forth-coming Report, including the history of 
public schools in the several towns, in the January number of the third 
volume of the Journal of the Rhode Island Institute of Instruction* 

The second volume of the Journal of the Rhode Island Institute of In- 
struction, bound in half sheep to correspond with the bound copies of 
Volume I, will be ready by the middle of January, for subscribers who 
have not received the numbers as they have been issued from time to 
time. Price of the volume to subscribers $1 10 cents per copy bound; 
and to non-subscribers $1 25. 

A supply of Volume I, in half sheep binding, on hand for sale at $1 00 
per copy. The two volumes will be furnished for $2 00. 

VOLUME III. 

The subscriber will publish a third volume of the Journal of the Rhode 
Island Institute of Instruction, under the editorial charge of Henry Bar- 
nard, Commissioner of Public Schools. 

The first number will be issued in January, 1848, and will be published 
on the 1st and 15th of each month, or on such days as may suit the official 
engagements of the Editor, until the volume is completed. 

The several numbers will not contain an equal quantity of matter, but 
the volume when complete will embrace at least four hundred pages. 

The price of the volume will be one dollar for a single copy ; Jive dol- 
lars for six copies, and. ten dollars for thirteen copies. 

To every person who will forward ten dollars in subscription to Vol- 
III, a bound copy of Volume II, will be given. 

All subscriptions must be paid on the reception of the first number. 

CHARLES BURNETT, Jr, 

Providence, December 24, 1847. 
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